Chaucer's Retraction

 Now pray I to them all that hearken this little treatise or read, that if there be any thing in it that liketh them, that therof they thank our Lord Jhesu Christ, of whom proceedeth all wit and all goodness. And if there be anything that displease them, I pray them that they arrette it to the default of mine unkonnynge and not to my will, that would full fain said better if I had had konnynge. For our book saith, "All that is written is written for doctrine," and that is my intent. Wherefore I beseech you meekly, for the mercy of God, that ye pray for me that Christ have mercy on me and forgive me my guilts; and namely of my translations and enditynges of worldly vanities, the which I revoke in my retractiouns: as is the book of Troilus; the book also of Fame; the book of the XXV. Ladies; the book of the Duchess; the book of Saint Valentine’s Day of the Parlement of Birds; the tales of Canterbury, thilke that sownen into sin; the book of the Lion; and many another book, if they were in my remembrance, and many a song and many a leccherous lay, that Christ for his great mercy forgive me the sin.
 But of the translation of Boethius de Consolacione, and other books of legends of saints, and homilies, and morality, and devotion, that thank I our Lord Jhesu Christ and his blissful Mother, and all the saints of heaven, beseeching them that they from hence forth unto my life’s end send me grace to bewail my guilts and to study to the salvation of my soul, and grant me grace of verray penitence, confession and satisfaccion to do in this present life,  through the benigne grace of him that is king of kings and priest over all priests, that bought us with the precious blood of his heart, so that I may be one of them at the day of doom that shall be saved. Qui cum Patre et Spiritu Sancto vivit et regnat Deus per omnia secula. Amen.

