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HISTORICAL NXOTES ON THE REISGNIXNG
DYNASTY.

HE present dynasty of Koreu ascended the Throne in A. .
1392 and hus therefore held sway for 504 years [1392-
1896]. According 1o the oriental method of reckoning

time, the present ix the 505th vear, both terminal-vears being

counted.  The royal line consists of thirty rulers, of whom two
are not counted, having been dethrored.  Four others, vz. the
8th, 17th, 24th and 27th were ruised to the throne posthumous-
ly. * Tn counting the years of each reign the Korears alwavs give
full years, each new rign not ‘beginning until the following new
year: e. g. the first Monarch retired from the: throne in 1398 and
hiz son immediately succeeded him. 1398 was reckoned entire-

Iy to the first King however and 1399 as the first vear of the son’s

reign, and #0 with all the Mcnarchs. The dates given in these

notes cover the period from the first year of the reign to the last
vear in uccord with the Korcan reckonirg. During life each Mon
arch has no special title, but is known as “The King,” or “His

Majesty,” or a corresponding gencric title of which there are

many. The title placed in the list is a posthumous one contain-

ing a number of laudatory designations the number of which is
often increased by mccc:z

is always (70 or Chong, one of which appears in each title. (o

means a founder or progenitor and is given to those Monarchs

whose reigns have been marked by scriowis wars or disturbances, in
tiding over which the Monarch may be regarded as having re
fonnded the dynasty.  Cloug has the scnse of honorable and is
given to those Kings whose reigns were peaceful and undisturbed.
The Clo Kings ave the 1st, 7th, 15th, 18th and 261h.

ng Kings. The domirating character
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The notes given are based largely on a short summary of
Korean history from carlicst times in one volume of which “the
writer had the fortune to secure & copy. The period 1395 marks
a new ep: ch in Korean history and is reserved for full treatment
in another series of articles.

1=84 & U3 2} Great King Tuijo Kang %4
1392—1398, |
. Taijo Tai wang. the “Great Founder” of the rcizning v-

nasty was born 1335 in the Henk 5ok canton of Ying Hewngy .

) refecture of the Northeast province of Ham-kyine. e wus< a

prominent actor in the exciting times which” marked the fall of

the previous or Ko-rid dvaasty, both he and his sons holdive
high mnk under the last king. He ascended the Korean Throne
in 1392 and his first endeavor was to scenre the recognition and
alliance of the great Ming dynasty which only twenty-four vers
previously had secured the Throne of China, and the first Emperor
of which was still reigning. This was accomplished, Taidn’s
right to the Throne was recognised, and the dynastic title of Cro-
son conferred. The Ming Emperor also raised the Founder's
ancestors for three generations to the rank of Kings. The journev
to Nanking to secure this consumed three years and-the successfil
return of the Ambussador was not without its influence on the
strong opposition in Korea. F

The chief feature of the first reign was bnildine. Tn 1393 the
capital was removed from “ongdo to Han Yang fifty-three miles
further south, its present site. The Kwbng-dok Pulace,¥ the pros-
ent residence of royalty, wns built and the Court jnstalled there.
The erection of the wall of Siul was berun in 1395 and 200,000
men were employed on the work. According to the Korean estimate
the wall is 19,975 po in cireumference ; allowing four foet to the
2o this would muke . the wall fifteen miles around as originallv
built, In 1397 the /42 pu (nww called pyin.pu) was instituted.
This it a military talisman, given to military officials; it was a
slip of bamboo split in two, the left half being retained by the
King: when the troops were 10 be called out the king sent his
haif and instructions, but in times of riot or sudden uprising a
military official need not await the royal half of his talisman to
call out his troops. The famous Sydug-£yuntwan, “ “onfucian
College Hall” a Government nt, corresponding to a
Board of ¥ducation was also established this vear. This Depart-
ment has always exerted a patential influence in national atfajrs, In.

— i —— ——

* The King left this Palace F—cbruary 11th to take refuge in the Russian
on,

~y
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1398 the sucression was settled en the Monareh’s second son Prince
Yong an and the King retired from the Throne with the title
of Seng zcang or High King, the Crown Prince suceceding Lim.
Relieved from the cares of State, the King went on a triumphal
tour throughout the country visiting Songdv and hi= Livme in the
far north, and not retarning until 1405. Died 1409 aged seven-
ty-four yeurs and is buried in the Azoir win Neung (Mausoleom)
at Yang-ju twenty miles out from Soul.  His portrait is enshrin-
ed at bis birth place in Yourg Nenug in the north, at Chéng-ju
in the south, the scene of onc of his greatest exploits, and at S¢ul
in the ) éug /uwi Tyon vear the Japanese scttlement.
12ge T wang naarned twice.  The frnily same or s
first consort was Hau and =he vore the Mouarch six suns and
two danghters. Two of the sons sacceeded to the Tlavne.
Queen Hean's pusthwnious title s Sin ewi Hang e and she is
.entombed n the Cké Newng at Prung-ddk. 'The second cou-
sort, Queen hang, lore the 1.ovarch two sors and one daugli-
ter. She is entomled in the Clamg Newng at Yane-lu and ber
posthuirous utle is Sin dok Hang . '1he monarch bad two
danghters 1y concubines.

B= ‘?, 2!.:- - ‘?} ‘:‘" 35" Great King Tvong jong Kong
Tyong 13949 — 1§04,

Zzoug yong Tui wang. the scond zon of the Founder. was
burn in 1858 at Ham-Jwnng and urder the old dvnasty rose to
the post of a Mmister of State, actually succeeding to- the
throne in L3, According to the onental custons, his reigo is
reckiened from the joliowing New Year. The {we years be was
ou the throne were occupied in efforts to placate the partisars
of the dethroned dynasty; tbe result is smumnarized in the story
of X7 jé, an old nubleof the Korié Kings who frankly told King
Tyong jong that a wife cannot have two husbands peitber can a
noble two kings, — therefore he woald not serve bim.  In 1400
the king settled the succession on bis younger brother and re-
tired with the title of Syang-wang, his fatber (why was still living
s;nd bad this title) taking t;;”;ti_ll hi%he{ t;it.lle4 f{ ﬂ:l Syang

Fang or grand High Kin 1 ied in aged sixty-
three years and is buried gl;s the Hj;’"!ll\hcng at. P‘ung-dok. His
consort, Queen Kimn, was the daugbter of a Prime Minister;
she {8 hrried in her hushand’s tomb and Ler posthumcos title
is Twong-an Weng-hu. The king had twentv-threc chiliren,
el s anu eght daugoters, ail by royal concubmes.

3=ef & L J of 35" Great King, Tai-jong Kong-
Tuong 1401 — 1413,
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Fifth son of the first King, born at Ham-heung in 1368.
During the Korié dynasty be held the office of a Great Censor.
Continued the efforts of his brother to placate the old Korio
nobles, the Jack of success being symbolized in the story of Won
Ty'on Syok. This latter, a fau:ous scholar, had been the Mon-
arch’s tutor in forcer tier, and when be came to the throne,
he called him to the Palace in order to honor bim. The tutor
ignored the call and the king went in person to lis hoe at
Song do to see hitu, and waited but unavailingly and finally re-
turmed unsuccessful. .We 1 ight add parenthetically that proud
Song-do n:aintains. to this day an attitude of studied reserve to
the reigning dynasty. King Taigong int) oduced- the Sin Mun

" Ko or “Drum Appeal” one of the most fan:ons institutions of
Korea. A great drum is supposed to be bung in the vicinity of
the Palace and when any Korean fails to obtain justice at offici-
al bands be may beat the drumi to call attention to hiinself and
appeal directly to tbe king. The same custom has been introdue-
ed into the provinces and the druine may be often scen in gates
to the offices. In 1410 the king abolished the heavy Hobo
of Korid, the special house tax used to estort n:omey from the

In 1411 edicts were issued to abolish the popnlar cns-
toms under the cld dynasty, known as the San-je, Ti-je and
Bum-sa. The first of these were sacificial rites offered to moun-
tains; the secoud the sae in connection with the earth: the
third was probably a relic of an ancient foriu of phallicism,

‘These customs still survive, I = told. 1412. In this yéar
s:venty-two nobles of the old dynasty publicly abandoned the
reigning fawily and wens into retireinent. 1415. The law ex-
cluding the natursl offspring of nobles froms the bigber posts
was epacted and has been in cperation until 1894,—a period of
330 years. 1417 was fan-ous for a wave of strong-feeling against
magic, and great quantities of books, ancient and modern on
Yo-sul, “the Black Art,” were destroyed. In 1418 it was found
that the Crown Prince was insane, and another nominee must
be selected. The second son of His Majesty was a wild
debaucbé and thus ineligible, so the choice fell on the third son.

. Tuijong ascended the Throne when he was thirty-thiee

.years of age, reigned eighteen years and died at the age of fifty-
vne years. His tomb is the Hon Neung at Kwang-ju, seventeen
miles south of £3ul. His consort, Queen Min, was a daughter
of a Junior Minister of State. Sbe.was two years older than
the king and bore four sons and four daughters, ber third son
succeeding to the turove.. Her posthumous title is 1on<kyong -
Wang-hu, and she lies in ber husband’s tomb. The king had in
all twenty-seven children,— twelve sons and fifteen daughters.
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=ﬁ.l| Z Y8 Y2 Great King Sejong Chang-hon,
1419—1450.

Third son of King 7a: jong, born at Ham-heung 1393, 5in-
cended thie Throne at the age of twent~one years and rei.y i
most illostriously thirty-two years Entering fully into o
places of bis predeccssors he found able asmistance in o
the most famous groups of statessnen which the country i
known,—the men wbo gathered around Sén Suk ju and Syon
Samn-mun. Séjong paid especial bonor to learning and ii i ti
that adds lustre to huis fame, He established the Kyong Y.
T'yong *Hall of Royal Tutors,” which from its earliest «i.
has been probably the most potent of all the Palace Ron...-
In the Grst year of his reign he caused tablets to be erecte-:
Pyeng Yang to Kija. The following year be called the * -
above named famwous literati to posts in the government. i .
1421 he orda:ned that eight years should be the age at whici.
boys should begin study and the Crown Prince being that age
the king set the example by sending him to the Syomg Kjyun
Kwon “Confacian Temple College.,” where the young prince
might be seen any day in the costame of a syon-bi tstudent)
studying his books. 1426; the custom of baving great audiencz:
of officials in the Palace was introduced. 1428; agricultare w +<
ercouraged by granting minor rank tc aged farmers,—a custo
followed by the king’s successors. In the same year be est.
blished a special achool for the instanction of the children of ti«
Royal Clan. 1430; abolished the exceedingly cruel custom of
beating the hackbone of cri:ninals, “because the vitals be.n:
fastened to the “backbope, it 8 dangerous.” He also grv.
command that the three Great Ministers of State should ex-
a:sine into the “Laws of the Ming Dynasty” and report c.
sase. 1431; the king gave command that loyalty, filial pic -
and wowanly faithfulness (to first husband) should be regards
as the three great orders of ment. 1437 crected in the prov
inces, Yuk-jin or six great fortiications. To adjust taxation, ri-r
lands were givided into six classes and field lands into nive cles-
ses; also manufactured and placed in the palace the fanious
nu-su or water clock. In 1445 made wrrangements for the
conmpiling of the annals of the Royal Family, and decreed t'»
Spring and Autumn Sacrifices in the provincial offices. 144«
institnted reasures to refnce 1o uniformity the : pronuunciauo
of the Clinese ideogrupbs, thus laying the foundation of lexic
grapby in Korea

Sé-jong’s Consort was a daujbter of the Priwe Minisic:
Sim; she was born in 1395, bore the king eight sons and tu-.



348 "THR KOREBAN REPOSITORY

daughters, and ber death in 1446 preceded that of the king hy
four years. Two of her sons becarne respectively tbe fifth and
seventh Movarchs of the line. Her postbumous title is So- Hon
Wang-hu. The royal pair lie in the Yong Neung at Yo-ju. The
king bad twenty-two children, eighteen sons and four daught-
. g

_ 5= % 2 ﬁ' ql 3&' Great King Munjong Kong-
syin 1451—1453. _

Mun-jong Tai-wang was the eldest son of the previous
Monarch. He was born in the Antumn of 1415 and ascended
the Throne at the age of thirty-six, baving been Crown Prince
five years. His consort was a daughter of the Prime Minister
Kwon, and was born 1419 and died 1442 aged twenty-three
years. . She bore the king a son and a daughter; there was also
a daugliter by a corcubine. The King died in 1453 aged thirty-
nine years, and with his Queen is entownbed in the Hyon Neung
at Yangu. Her posttwnous title is Hyon-dok Wang-hn.

6="3 F T 2 o 2} Great King Tunjong Kong-ui,
- 1453 — 1455,

Tan-jong Tai-wang wes the only son of the fifth Monarch; -
born 1442, made Crown Prince 1449 and ascended the Throne
1453 on the death of his father Made king at the early age
of eleven years, his short reign of three years was a merely nom-
mal one. He wasg brushed off the tbrone by his uncle Great
Prince Syu yang in 1456 and given the empty title of Tui-sang
Wang or Grand High King. His infartile age made him an
easy victim to his designing uncle, who first centered the offices
of Prime Minister of State and Geveralissimo of the entire milit-
ary forces of the realm in himself. Thus in effect king, the
next step of inducing the royal lad to abdicate was an easy one,
the uncle ascending - the Throne ‘as king and is known as 5é-jo.
Secure in his positi~n the latter then degl:ed his nephew of his
exalied title. This was probably taken as a precautionary
measure, for when the youth came to years he could legally
dethrone the uncle, being bis superior. The youthful “Grand
High King” was commanded to assame the debased titie of No
San Kun “Prince of Mt. No.” He was next banished to the
Prefecture of Yong w~l in the province of Kang-wdn whete be
committed suizide by strangulation (1458) to escape death as s
felon at the hinds of executiners who were comimg with a dose
of poison, be was s»ntenced to take. He was buried in an igno-
ble and disgriceful fashion and his mother’s torub desecrated.
His sad fate bas given birth to wierd legends some of which are
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stil l:ensehold tales. Restitut'on was made to bim in 1697
dwing the reign of Syuk jong Tai wang and his pame restored
to the list of Monarehs.

Qneen Song, Tan jong’s Consort, was born in 1440-and liv-
ed to the advanced age of eighty-two years. Her posthumous
title' is Tyong syun Whang-hu and she is entombed in the Sa
Neung at Tang ju. The young King's mauvsoleam is at the

scene of his unti nely death and is known as the Chang Neung.
He left no descendants.

=X X 8 %F ‘:“-93,’ Great King Sejo Hye chang,
1466—1468.

Sccond son of the 4th Monarch. Nominated and raised, as

far as form goes, to the throne by his nephew. The first years of
his reign were marked by the internecine strife which grew out of
his nsurpation. This was so severe it gained for him the title
a Cho king. (sce above.) The exemption of six great nobles w
espoused the cause of the wronged youth and the death of -
young king finally crushed all opposition. But a curse seemed to
rest on his posterity Ilis two sons were carried off in their
youth,—the first at the age of twenty, when Crown Prince, and
second who succeeded his father, died at the age of sixteen,
without issue.
- Se-jo managed to secure the allegiancé of the great literary
noble Sén Syuk ju who in 1458 began the compilation of the
famous historical work: Kuk jo Po gam. 1459 the king received
the great Buddhist writing P‘al man Tai jang Kyong, an endless
work of 390,000 chapters,—so reported.

The King married the daughter of a Prime Minister Yun.
She was born in 1418, married in 1428 and died in 1484
sixty-six vears. She thus outlived the king sixteen years,
having died in 1468 aged fifty-two years.” She bore two sons,
both' of whom appear in the line, and one daughter. There were
alzo two other sons by a concubine. The Queen’s posthumous title
is Chong hewi Wang hu. The royal pair are entombed in the
Kwang Neung at Yang ju.

Fge

Gro. HEBeR JONES.



350 ‘THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

'SHOULD POLYGAMISTS 1318 ADMITTED
TO - THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH?
IIL

WHAT SAYS KOREAN CusTOM?

YWERY country has its peculiar customs which should be fol-

4 .Jowed when not contrary to the word of God. In savage

. countries where wives are simply bousht and sold, or ex-
changed, some arbitrary rules might be made, but in countries Jike
Korea, with an ancient civilization, he would be a rash man avho
would run counter to all the best customs of the Iand. T sy the
dest customs of the land, for a close study of Korcan social condi-
tions will show that there are many customs which are not gocd
customs. To = superficial observer some of these bad customs may,
from their frequency, seem almost to have become the Jaw, just as
-in some states elopement or divorce might appear to 2 stranger to
-be the rule rather than the violation of the best .\ merican customs.
Korean law on the subject of marriage must be learned, not from

_statate books,” but from what the best people among them regard
a8 the bést canons of social propriety. pl:frrriageislar,«zely 2 social
-affair regulated but slightly by the state. Marriage law is moral
3_»(1 social nthertbaﬂr;e and panitive. The violator, \;ith&
descendents, suffers the consequences in various ways; i. e. ;
Avg respect of the best of his neighbors; his children lose suial
“tanding, &. 1t must be remembered that there are in the ¢ast
"three repositories of power, the nation, the community, and the
{amily, each supplementing the other in enforcing social and tegal
obiligations, and such unwritten canons, tho harder to find and ta-
b“tol'u.h?’ are often just as effective as those found on the statute
books.

i .~ The question of concubinage is not so complicated in Korea
% 10 India and many. other countries. Tlere real polyzamy exists
B:<l is.regarded as right. Not s0in Koren. Tho frcely toleratel,
the lightest standards of morals denounce hoth polygamy and con-
cubinage as wrong. . In this discussion there Las becn much vague
and misty talk and much confusion of terms. All women bold-

ing relations with a man and supported Ly him have been call-
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ed his wives. - The advocates of admitting polygamists into the
"Church tuke a step futher in Korea than in most countries, They
would not only admit polygumists but also those who live ir sin-
ful relations ‘with concubines. Even the best XKorean customs
would condemn such a thing. Some study of the Yelations be-
tween the sexes in Xorea leads to the following classifications.

*1. The Real wifc. She is married to her husband with elabor-

atc cercmonies, first the engagement (‘;—; 2), by the engagement
paper (ﬁ] 72!:7:‘ ), pledging troth; presents are gent, the wedding
day is appointed and finally the marriage is consummated.  After
marriage, too, she is guarded from over-familiarity and coarseness
by certain rules.  No thought is entertained but that the marriage
is made for life. - The social standing of her family is the same as
that of her husband and her children marry into families of equal
social standing.  She is the mistress of the household. Other wo-
men Yicld her this pesition, and the children of other women eall
her mother. She cannot be 'divorced, and even if deserted by her
husband she is expected to remain true to him. After her hus-
bund’s death, even tho soung, she is expected not to marry sgain.
When Jed by poverty or otherwise to seek a second partner, the
act puts a blot upon the family escutcheon, and her first husband’s
children are thereby hindered from making as advantageous mar-
riages as they otherwise cunld have done. The fact that a moth-
er, grandmother, or greatgrandmother bas thus disgraced herself
makes a ycuﬁll{orean’s chances of a good marriage more doubt-
ful. If tho young she remains faithful to her husband she is call-
ed 37 and at her death a memorial tablet (%2 49) will be
erected. Marriage to this first wife is the great event in a young
.man’s life, and after marriage she is registered with her hnsbn.::s

in the national registration (&7 ).

No Korean ever doubts that this first wife is rightfully the
real wife, or would ‘admit that her legal place belonged to any
other.

2. A second wwife. If.the first wife has no children, & second
wife may be taken with some of the ceremonies of real marriage.
She is usnally of Jower social standing than her husband. Her
children call the first wife mother. They do not usnally marry into
a5 goud families as if they had been children of the first wife. This
marriage (aobﬁ) is more easily dissolved than the first, and after

“the man’s death she is more apt to seek avother partner than the
first wife. Most so-called second wives are simply concubines
(See ¢) who are living with men without any sanction. The real
second wife is very rare. Dr. Nevius, in Cluna and the Clanese,
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says, “Polygamy is not common, and is only considered allowable,
or rather respectable, under certain circumstances. The saying
occurs in the writings of the philosopher Mencius. ‘There are
thmkindsofﬁlidimpicéy, the greatest of which is to be without
male descendents’. *** Hence if has no children at the
age of forty it is expected that he will take another wife. The first
wife retains her original position in the family.” In speaking of
the majority of so-called second wives, Rev. J. C. Gibson says, I
am quite aware that by Chinese law and custom there is only one
wife, and that the others have no legal standing,—no right in law
even to the possession of their own children, &c.” In the Records
-of the Missionary Confcrence, Shanghas 18¢o, page 614, Rev. H.
V. Noyes, in treating of dual marriage, &c., says under, “Poly-
gamy,”—"“Concubinage is & more correct term to designate the
custom among the Chinese, often referred to as polygamy; for: 1.
In taking a second partner, the prescribed formalities are not neces-
"l e gs:sm'edmb?el:texcept' S Bt e e S i
act is iscredi in the case e wi i
no sons. 3. The sons which the second woman bearsam':no%
legally her own, but belong to the wife. 4. The degradation of
the wife to the second place, or the elevation of the second woman
to the first place, are alike illegal and void.” Since exactly the
same conditions exist in Korea the indiscriminate practice of call-
ing every concubine a wife should be avoided. a community
where y is so rare it is evident that the case of a real poly-
ist's admission to the Church would be very rare indecd —the
“millionth heathen’ in fact. :
3- Housekeepers. Widowers who do not care to marry again
take housekeepers very sooa after the death of the wife.
Poor of the lower classes, who cannot afford the expensive
ceremony of a Korean marriage, “Keep house” with some woman
without i These women are usually young widows, who
were not allowed by former- Korean laws to marry again. Poverty
&c., induces them to take the place of housekeeper in the honse of
unmarried men. Asa rule they are pot protected by an&ebinding
- promise, form or ceremony. The anion dgpendingon will of
. the parties, or rather of the man, may be of only short duratiom,
or may last for life. Housekeepers. are, as a rule, from a more
respectable class than concubines, and Koreans accord them a more
honorable position. Their misfortune is that Xorean law did not
formerly allow them to marry a second-time; else the most of
them would have sought legal unions, Tho sometimes inaccurate-

Iy spoken of as wives, their real name is housekeeper (7}%] 2] ).
When a man is thus living with one woman, who is practically
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his wife, there is no reason eitber in Christianity or in revised Ko-
reait laws why they should not be legally marned, and, if believ-
ers, why they should not be baptized. Certainly some arrange-
went sbould be made to render legal and binding on-Christians
so lose a compact, tolerate to beathen society, but repugnant to
the genius of Christianity.

4. Concubines. The great majority of so-called second wives
are really concubines. There is every grade of immiorality beve.
Soime are the rude and brazen courtezans of the street. Some
are attached more or less loosely to'one or mnore nien for longer
or shorter periods. Some have retired temporarily from a pro-
miscuous immorality and are living, during mutual consent, as the
mistress of some one man, while with some the relation is con-
tinued for years or dwring life. Children are sometimes the object
of such unions, but more often a wanton fancy, or convenience
during a temporary absence from home, But while inaking all
due allowances for the various degrees of heinousness of this sit--
ful uvion, yet we must not forget that it is a relation which is
obnoxious to all law, human or divine, Christiann or heathen.
Respectable peorle do not doom their daunghters to such a rela-
tion, and vespectablc wonren do not seek it for themselves. Po-
verty 1w:ay drive such s to it in rare cases, but concubives,
as a class, are low both in origin and . habits. They are usually
harlots or the children of harlots. They are never marmed.
Their childien can only marry with the children of concubines
or with inferior_persons. She can be sent away at the will
of her paranour, and on being sent away, as also in the event -
of bis death, sbe will seek another illicit connection, which.
will be n:orally neither better nor worse than tbe first. Her
moral and legal status is absolutely ##Z in Korea. Tho she may
have been a man’s niistress for years and the mother of children,
custom gives her partver the right to send ber away at his op-
tion. Of cowse if she has children, and especially if she be a
person of strong will and character, she may be able to place
various obstacles in the way of being sent away; hut nestber
legally has she any wore right to live-with the nan than she
wonld in Americ:. If the fact that there are children by such
illicit connections should license the admission of persons so
situated into the Church in Korea then the equal fact that dis-
solute people in other countries have illegitimate children should
be a plea not only for allowing them to continue their dissolute
habits, but-for giving the sanction of religion to those habits in
every conntry. The fact that there are children does complicate
the case. but no more than the children of immoral umons 1o
otber Junds. The children undoubtedly bave a right to their
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fatber's care, and the woman. may bave claims on his support,
but that is no reason why be should continue to live in amful
relations with ber. Even the beathen conscience pronounces
these unions disgraceful. Can Christian requirements be lower-
od below heathen standards? - .

There is in Korea a large submerged class who know the
standards set by Korean ethics, but make no attemapt to follow
them. They form promiscuous partnerships in every town, and
sooner or later probably form one which lasts throughout li‘e.
Such relationships are fonned without ceremony and are termin- .
ated in the same way.

From the ahove review it is evident that the first wife has
an bonomble position which cannot rightly be taken away from
her and cannot be shared with another. She, too, recognizes a re-
sponsibility to be true to that position, and even tho deserted by
her busband she will often suffer much and long rather than be
untrue to him. Korean custom honors monogamy 1t tolerates
concubinage, and polyzamy also in the rare cases in which it
occurs. So far as it goes it coincides with the voice of Scripture
and of Church anthority in forbidding the baptism of polvga-
mists or of those living in concubinage. The voice of God speak-
ing in their consciences is weak, but it says in a whisper what
God's Word and the church suthority says clearly, viz, “He
made them niale and feinale” and stil more clearly, “He shall
cleav: unto Ais wife.”

Since writing the above, the KoREAN REPOSITORY for June,
1896, brings an excellent article by a carefal observer, Rev. Geo.
H. Jones. Conclusions, reached by independent observation
and expressed in treating anotber subject. are valuable and
timely corrohoration of the views expressed above. “Ondinarily
a second marriage was sitnply mutnal agreement to live togetber,
unmarked by any ceremony, tho sometimes bowing to each
other was pﬁva.t;l'y observed. The first was the only legal wife
and in this tke Koreans are strict Zw;onagamim;ls italics mine )
The first off-spring may not be sapplanted, and all others by fu-
tare wives or additional marital relations stand aside from the
pure line of descent, hearing s slight taint in Korean estimation.”

, “Concubinage is tolerated 8s an institution but no concu-
bine is regarded in the light of a wife. As an institation, con-
cubinage enjoys an evil odor in Korea. The women who enter
upon this relation come from the lower or disreputable walks of
life, and are regarded as dishonored by it. The off-spring hive
imposed upon them certain disabilities, such as exclusion from
desirable official posts, nnd bear wherever they go a setious so-
cial stain.” See page 228.

A
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IV. DrFrFICULTIES AND SUGGESTIONS.

The voice of Scripture and of Church authority agree, and
good Korean custo:n says very much the same thing. Never-
theless all kinds of immoral connections are found to exist in
Rorea. Separation would often cause hardship to all concern-
ed. What is the church going to do about it? We have no
option. We must first obey the Master as His will is express-
ed in His revealed Word, and second, we must he faithfal to the
traditions and standards of the Church which sent us ont. We
mwake no war with customs outside of the charch, tho a fira
stand for the night at first will ultimately reach far beyond the
Church izembership. But in propagating the Church we are
enunciators of its law and its polity. We are not clothed with
authority to make changes on our own responsibility in order to
meet the demands of u: regenerate huwan nature.

Difficulties are adinitted. Sin committed even ignorantly
always puts people into positions hard to escape from without
suffering, and worse still, often involves the suffering of the in-
nocent. DBut why does the presence of a difficulty or a hard-
ship suggest an impossibitity to a Christian? No promise was
ever made himn that his road would be a smootk one, free fromn
stones and thorns. Bui it is heathen not Chsistian philosophy
which teaches a gospel of hopelessness. 1t is.certainly axioma-
tic that the commission of sin is never a necessity. There must
be soize way of escape from sin without farther sinnine, how-
ever rough the road may be. Christianity holds out to the strog-
gler, after Je has obtained lis owom consent and cooperation, tbe
certain hope of escane from the necessity of further sinning. The
very word Christian compels the mental image of one who has
taken up his cross and ‘is following a Suffering Master. It is for
suppoied Chnstians that Church rules are being made, and to
such Christ anid, if thy band or thy foot cause thee to offend, cot
them off, if thine eye cause thee to offend, pluck it out. To tbhe
truly renewed Christian, the nature living in submission to the
will of Christ, the thought of heing: compelled to live with two
or three concnbines would not only be repugnant, but be would
recognize the difficulties of putting them away as only of
bis fixed life principle—viz. taking up his cross and ing
Christ. See Mark 8: 34— 3%, and 9: 48—50 *““There are many
nard things to do in Christianity. A man is regiured to give up
his life if peed’ he in order to be a Christian. *** This is the law
of Chinst. A great deal that is sentimental may be said against
it; but that is the law of Scripture. Then we are to remember
another thing. When Christ calls us to do anything He al-
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ways gives us grace to doit. To do right wrongs no man.”

- If sach s the law of Christ, the Church cannct give her
ganction to continuation in sin sinply to avoid difficulties. It is
sometimes objected that to send away concubines, &c., deprives
them of the belp of a Christian horoe. To which I reply that
a Zrue Christian home is inpossible either for them or the other
inmates unless they are sont away. A polygamous hone is an
unclean place and certainly.a place where it wouald be inmpossihle
to live according to tbe directions of 1 Pet. 3: 7. Prayers wonld
undoubtedly be much hindered if not entirely prevented by such
unchristian conditious. In this opinion many wissionaries agroe. -
“I never knew 2 single instance in which a polygantist who con-
tinued in that state made any progress in religion. 1 do 1ot be-
heve ihat I ever knew one of tie many whom we have had in
that state being really converted to God. People submitted
cheerfully, when they wanted to be right with God, to ubandon
all their wives except one.”—Rev. James Calvert, from the Fiai
Islands. “We cannot taimmper with polvgamy. T have never
known an individual get on in the least in bis religion who refus-
ed to abandon every wife, but one. I bave found that the na-
tives have a conscience, and they feel that it is wrong in the
sight of Him who made them, &c.” ; ’

“1t is betfer to have a few firm Christians with clean moral
prixacigles, who will hold up the light of the Gospel of the Son
of » than to bave a wilti‘tude who have sin inixed up in
them. *** If we want a Church that will shine out ‘clear as- the
sun and as fair as the moon, and as temible as an army with
banners,” against every sin, that Church wust be purged from
sin, and polygamy is one of the worst and most demoralizing of
sins.” —Rev. J. A. Taylor. See London Conference Report.

It is sometimes said that this question will in tiwe settle
itself. Bat this is npossible. For years to come the Church
will probably he surrounded by the same conditions as at pre-
sent, cormpting its ruoral tone, destroying its sense of the sin-
fulness of polygamy, and furnishing "polygamous candidates for
baptism. One leak is sufficient to sink a ship. Polygamy wi'l
get in if an opening is left for it to enter. On what seripture
grounds could one be cast out of the Church for covtracting a
m'gamons alliance after baptism, in the face of the fact that he

seen his polyganous neighbor received into fellowship? In
both cases the sin is commniitted agaiust light. DBut granting that
to sin agaiust the greater light is the more lieinous crince, yet his
condition and its difficultics are Lhe same.  Ruppose thet such a
man i8 cast out of the Chwich for polygawy and afterwards re-
peots; wherein is his case easier to deal with than that of the
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rolygancous candidate for baptism? His children, too. will need
caie, and bis concubines will also peed con:fort, and shouid rot
be unkindly dealt with. Sentinental reasons could ke found for
receiving them all into the Church. The concubine would te
retained at only the cost of a few wenths or years suspension
fromm Church privileges. Why nct? His neightor was admit-
ted to Church under an interpretation of I Tin. 3: 2, which al-
lownd every man except Chweh officers to bave several wives.
Why should he also not take advantage of his privileges?

It is asked, hy way of objection, how can a mworal oblization,
previously entered into, be annulled becatse A v an has becon:e
a Christian? Truc. The wery objection is that this is on im-
moral connection, compelling the continuance cof a sinful relation.
‘T'herefore it is hound to be broken np. How long would ruch a
Plea stand in a Chnstian country? Tbe man who marres a
second wife will be prosecuted for bigainy, and the preacher who
knowingly perforns the cerenony may rest in an adjoining cell.
A rromise to kill an enemy, to sacrifice to an idol, an cath to do
wrong — L owever solemnly made—must in duty be broken. 1t is
a sin to take such an oath, but not to break it. It is a violation
of the eternal principles of right, and is morally null and void.
Is a man morally bound to continue itving with a concubine? 1Is
cencubinage in Asin more moral or more binding than bigamy
is in Kurope and America? Children may constitute a claim to
support, but there is no promise nor obligation founded on Scrip-
ture, Korean-customn, or reason, for a man to continue in sin with
a concubine. Christian cowts hold that a wrong done to a wo-
wan puts a claim upon him, which it takes either by fine or im-
prisonment, but never by allowing him to continue the sinfhl
relation if he has a wife iiving.

It is not true, as has been objected, that the discarded mis-
tress has been “sent out to a life of sin and shame.” She has
always hived a life of sin and shaine. and the separation simply
discontinues the sinful relation with the applicant for baptism.
T'lain talk is necessarv in order to disillusionize this subject from
the false light in which it had been placed. Ib both Cbristian
and Korean eyes she is a concubine, living a disreputable life.

Since it is unquestionable that iu the majority of cases there
i$ but oue wife, and in the few cases where there are two wives
the first is preeminent in stavding and nghts, it does not rest
with us to decide which wife shall be chosen. So far as women
have rights in Kcrea the one first mamied bas every legal and
n:oral night to the pesition of wife. It wounld be a most unsreak-
able mistake therefore for a n:issionary to violate all these rights
by giving the sanction of a religious ceremony to the man’s union
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either with a former or a newly selected concubine. I have even
read that in Alrica, the woral enormity is occasionally coinmitted
of allowing a man to dismiss all former wives and marry a new
one on the piea that heathen marriages are not marriages at all.
It would be impossible to find justification for this either in Seri
ture or in Korean custom. Tbe claim of the first wife is st1
further strengthened by the fact ‘that in the n:ajority of cases
she will try to be faithful to her husband even tho he 18 unfaith-
ful to ber.

It is sometimes mixtakenly supposed that those wWho are.

opposal to the adivission of polyganists also are opposed to
treating the superfluons wonien and children humanely. There
is Do necessity that they be mistreated. They should be kindly
dealt with and if possible won to Clrist. Temporarily at least
they sbould be supported with as comfortable support as that to
which they have been accustomed. All that need be demanded
,i:; the discontinuance of the sinful relation with the applicant for
plism.

It is evident that the chief difficulty with the question is
what to do with the second wives. Tbere has been a coniract,
and the wowan has not previously been a person of a low life
and habits as is the case with concubines. The difficulty is a
real one and cannot be regarded lightly. But in trunsition times
difficulties are always more nmnerous and heavier to caary. It
‘must constantly be remembered, too, that the Cbristian is called
to a life of self sacrifice. No better application of Mark 30: 39,
where 1men ate called upon to leave “wife or children” *** “for
iy sake and the gospel's,” can be found than by teaching the
duty of d’scontinuing a polygamous union. :

Certainly there is no more Scripture against the taking of
twenty wives than there is against the taking of two. If oneis
not forbidden by the seventh commandment or by Gen. 2: 23-
924 neither is -the otber. Who would teach that a man with
twenty wives should be adwitted to the Church. Yet if mere
difficulties ave to be considered rather than a question of right
then it would certainly be twenty times as difficult to separate
from twenty as to separaté frowo one. More difficult and more
obligatory, because the sin is multiplied. Difficulties are no
measure either of duty or exemption gom duty.

The second wife should be supported in separation as long
as she wishes to remain. If she depart, the man is not bound
in such cases.

An applicant whose first wife is dead, or has beeri unfaith-
ful and thus given cause for divorce, should be free to regard
his'second wife as his real wife. But if his first wife is living and

dsr e -
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has ‘been faithful to him he has no right to prefer another to
her. The fact that sbe is old and ugly, infirm and cross cannot
be recognized as a Scriptural ground for divorce.

If the conclusions reached in the previous discussion are
true, as I believe they are, I think we will find the following
course of conduct to be moest in accord with Scripture.

1. Polygamy and concnbinage cannot be tolerated in the
Christian Church.

2. Baptize believers who have only one wife.

3. Applicants who have no wives, but are living with other
women as wives, should, previously to baptism, be required to
put away all but one of these, and 1o this one they should be
formally marred.

4. Applicants with two real wives should not be baptized un-
til the marital relation with the second ceases. The matter
should be left with the consciences of both. Responsibility for
right teaching rests with us. - Responsibility for obedience is with
them.

5. Require inmediate separation from all concubibes in order
to baptism. Deal with each case separately according to its
merits, with much patience and love. If she is the motber of
children, the father should support ber in separation until she
can get other support. But pever call ber a wife. Of ber it
may be said, she “whom thon now-bast is not thy” wife.

6. The fatber is resporsible for the support and careful train-
ing of hxls own cbﬂdmn.f { 448 They

7. Believing wives of polygamists may tized.
bave only “one busband.” If their husbands fre unbelievers
the wives are not at liberty to do what tbey will

8. Previous alliances, which bave been severed for the scrip?
tural cause of adultery, should not be beld as any longer binding,
:J.lut the testimony of the interested parties should not be taken

one.
- 9. Applicants who are not willing to agree to the above con-
ditions should be r-quired to remain in the catechumen class for
further instruction, or until their consciences lead them to d>
their duty.

The above rules, or something like them, will be a necessity
until the Confession of Faith is revised, or at least until the Gen-
eral Assembly puts a very different interpretation upon the
words of Chapter XXIV.

The objections to the catechumenate are entirely removed
by remembering that everything depends on the will of the ap-
plicant. By repenting and discontinuing the sinful relation be
may be baptized at any time, if otherwise eligible. Polygamy
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and concubinage are exceptions. Repent and be baptized is the
general 1ule. It is only asked that they bring forth fruits meet
jor repentance.

I sincerely believe that a firm and definite course, sinilar to
that outlited above, is the only way by which the Church may
be kept pure from one of the greatest dangers-that threatens it.
In confirmation of this view, I quote the opinion expressed in a
emorial to the Archbishop of Canterbury from an African Con-
ference, signed by four European and fonrteen Afyican clergy-
wen and by twenty-five laynien.  “Polygamy forn:s the JPprinci-
pal barrier in our way. We believe that to remove it, bowever,
in the way that soise suggest, would be to 1emove all test of
sincerity and wholeheartedress in embracing the Chiristian faith,
and thus lead to the adiission of a very weak and beterogeneous
body of converts; and we are certain that any compromise in the
view Litherto maintained of the Christian martiage tie would be
a great blow to Christian morality in these parts. We respect-
fully request our ecclesiastical leaders to give forth a upited
utterance on this subject, as soon as may be, for we are of opin-
ion that forit to be treated as an open question i3 in itselfl a
weakness to the Church and an additional difficulty to us in oor
very arduous efforts for Chbristian purity in this part of Africa.”
See Report of London Missionary Coufercnce, 1888, page 66,

I am aware that ihis subject is complicated by difficulties -

on every hand. Altho differing from some of my colleagues in
toese conclusions I believe that we are all alike sincerely desir-
ous of reacbing a Scriptual, just and tepable position. With
the earnest wish that this presentation of the subj n:ay aid in
reaching a decision covsistent with the Word of God, faithfal to
our inherited beliefs,—a decision of which we need not be asham-
ed now, and whick will not hereafter cause any vain regrets, —
I submit these papers to the cousideration of the Korean Pres-
byterian Council and other Christian workers.

-WiLL1aM M. Barrp.
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PAT CHAI COLLEGE. *

%
CHOOL work opened September 24th, 1895 with a

, of two foreign and two Korean tfeachers in the English
Departrient and three Korean teachers in the Chinese and
Unmun Departinents. The attendance from the first has been
good ;—sixty-four responding to roll-call the first morning. There
seeiws to bave been a growing desire on the part of Korean boys
and young men to avail themselves of an education in English.
This will appear later when the monthly réports, as submitted
to the Departinent of ¥ducation, are given. There bave been
no radical changes in the school regulations. The one aim bas
been to bold the boys when once we bhad hold of them and to
do them as much good mentally, morally and spiritually as
rossible. Just how far we have succeeded in the last two points,
the moral and spiritual, we bave no statistics to show. How-
ever results are not wanting. \While there bas been no revival,
there has been a continued indication of thoughtfulness and re-
solve on the part of some of.our best men. A pumber have
applied for baptism. The Sunday moming service has been
well attended, as have ulso the Sunday evening and Wednesday
evening services. The Sunday evening service is led by one of
the Korean Christians and the Wednesday evening service by one
of the foreign teachers. - Thus our scholars, including the Sab-
bath school, held each Sunday p. m., are given fonr regular serv-
izes a week and a goodly number attend all. These sarvices,
with chapel exercises at nine o’clock each week-day morning,

make up the regalar religious exercises of our.school. .
This brief outline does not take into consideration the con-
stant personal influence of the Christian teacher upon the
scholar, nor the wholesome uplift given to a crude boy by breath-
ing the atmosphere of a Christian institution. Nor in this con-
‘nection should mention of the nature of our text books be omit-
ted. QOur books are edited on strictly religious principles. They
contain pra-ers, and many helpful bints as to God, His goodness,
power and love; as to Christ and bis power to save all who call
upon Him. There are many thoughts along these and similar
lines which tend to turn ibe minds of the students into proper
channels. One of our boys closed a letter to the writer with a
benediction quoted from St. Paun!'s writings. Not a bad begin-

ning for a Pai Chai boy. Certainly a good ending.

* The following arti:le with a few alierations was presented to the An-
nual Meeting, August 21, 1896.
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Nor are our Christian teachers averse to bringing these re-
ligious thoughts in our readers to the very forefront of their teach-
ing. It has been the writer's lot to bear many lessons recited, the
committ1l of which was exacted as a penalty for ahsence from
class. There was often an incongruity in the recital, by some
famously wayward urchin, of a prayer or other words breath-
ing pious thoughts. I do not know how worthy thoughts were
in the youngster's mind, but his face and voice were chokeful
of piety and contrition. We prayed and hoped for the best.

We have spoken of the vphift,~the elevating influence of
our school upon untutored youth. It is not easy to say. just
how or when the sea breeza gives stamina to the muscles or
tone to thé taxed nerves, but the good results - coms. * The out-
ing, on the sea-shore, did the weary worker good. Just so im-.
perceptible and untraceable, in many cases, are the results of
our Christian school upon the Korean boy who finds his way
to us, if we try to note daily progress, or determine the how
or when. Take the case of a new scholar who comes among
us. His every look shows that he is out of his element.
This is seen most plainly when be comes to chapsl. He heare
the Word of God read for the first time and prayer and inter-
cession made to the living God in the name of Christ the Savior.
His bewilderment reaches the climax when a hundred voices
Join, we will not say blend, in song in honor of this King of Kings.
The chapel is full of noise and our newcomer looks as tho he
would sink, fly or run. He has no eye for anytbing in particu-
lar, His glance wanders from platform to pew and he leaves
chapel thinking what be has seen the strangest thing. Next
morning he knows what to expect. He listens attentively to
the reading of the Word, knows what the Korean of “Let us
kneel in prayer” means, and bows with the other boys without
~ waiting to see bow it is done. Dauring the singing of the hymn

he steals a glance at the hymn book but with no thought of
uttering a sound. Next day he follows the lesson from the book
held by his neighbor aund likewise follows the hymn. Perchance
moves bis lips now and then. Tbe fourth ruorning he is at
home. He knows the lay of the gmund, kneels, rises and
says amen in unison, and sings with all bis might,—in anything
but unison! The newcomer has become a Pai Chai student,
and the softening, elevating, Christianizing influence of our
school goes on within bim as long as he remains with us.

The most noticeable change in our Chinese and Unmum
boys, after they have found a place in our work, is a gradual
cleaning up. This good work stops far short of perfectiors, but
18 & move 1n the right way. Uncombed heads are combed once
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in a while and filthy hands and faces washed about as often.
This feature of our work has been dwelt upon at s.me length,
as it is of extrewe interest. The results traced above are at
tinies the only ones traceable, except an advance along the lines
of the various branches taught. At such times we ask our-
selves:= Does the work pay? Are we doing our best for the
Koreans and for Him whom we came to serve? When in
Tesyonse, we sum up, We answer, to our own satisfaction at least,
Yes. More than 275 men and boys were brought under Chris-
tian influence last year. -To about one hundred of these, durinp
the entire school year, the claims of the Gospel were presented
nearly every day of the week and sometimes more than once a
day. Laying aside the claims of secular teaching,—where or
how else could be reached continuously so large a number, with
a message from God's Word? Before passing to the secular
pbase of our work I wish to speak of the success which attend-
ed the placing of the Gospels and Acts, printed in Unmuu, in
the hands of our scholars. at moming pravers. The Koreans
are good listeners. They also like much to follow from- the
what is being read. Attention and interest have both been
bettered by placing in the bands of the students enough books
so that each could follow the reading of God’s Word.

*  Our work has increased month by n:onth, daring the year.
Following are the nonthly reports of scholars “in atténdance in
the English Departiment; September, fifty; October, sixty-six;
November, seventy-four: December. seventy-five; January,
eighty-two; February. ninety-one; March, pinety-two; Apnl,
ninety-five; May, ninety-seven; June, 110.* :

‘We can give no such monthly statistics of attendance in
the Chinese and Unmun Departments as no.new roll was mado
out each month. The average attendance may be placed be-
tween sixty and seventy. . .

- In the Engiish Department various grades of English were
taught and also two classes in arithmetic. We could do little
else than follow these lines as our boys had but s smattering of
English. 'We hope to do more advanced work the comihg year
as a class of our boys are prepared for it. Tutor Yang bas had
a class in Bheffield’s Universal History. This work is written in
Chincse and was taught in the same charmacter. I wish to make
special mention of a course of lectures which Dr. Jaisohn began
delivering befurc the stodents some months ago. The lectures
were delivered in the chapel to crowded benches. They were

* These figures are taken from the corrected roll, made out at the be-
ginning of each month, and do not represent scholars who bave dropped
out by the way.
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deliveral in Korean wud were extremely helpful to the boys.
The Geographical divisions ¢f the earth were mapped out,
after which, Earope was taken up, and a vivid description of
ber secular and ecclesiastical history given, We trust the Doctor
may find time to continue his work aud take the students thyo
a complete course along tize sane lines upon which he has beoun.

~ In Decernber last a hindery was started in the basement
ot this building. This work is one branch of the industrial de-
purtment of our institution. Those who wished to help them-
selves were given an opportunity to learn to bind books in Ko- -
rean style and frois .tlic first received pay for work done. The
venture has beeu scecessful cr:ough to guarantee the erection of
the new building at the foot of the hill. An instructor was
secured and paid $11.00 per :nonth. As the boys picked up
the trade they were expected to pay part of this sum and some
months they paid as much as ba!f of it. The balance of the
salary, up to the time the teacher -was discharged, the middle
of May last, was paid fro:u other fur:ds. Since that tince, with 4he
exception of four days, when the instructor wasagain called, the
boys bave paid all expenses of  be bindery. Since December 231d,
when the first book was put out the boys bave finished off
55,567 books and nearly 3000 pampblets and bave received
$302.69 as pay far their work. A bindery for binding books in_
foreign style has also been started. Work was begun bere the
first day of last July. A Japanese is at the head of the twork
and is engaged until October Ist. By taking two of the best
bands from the native bindery, for work in the foreign bindery,
we hope tn have two workeis who will be able to do acceptable
binding by the tine the foreman leaves. :

One hundred and sixty scbolars were enrolled in the Eng-
lish Department within the year and 122 in the Chinese and
Unmun Departments. We closed work the last of June with
110 boys on the English roli and sixty-five on the Chinese-Un-
maun roll. * The average age of English Department students is
perhaps not far from eighteen years and of those in the native
Department little above ten years. Death has entered our school
but once, 5o far as we know. We deeply lament the sad career
and fate of Ye Chon Kyung who fell among thieves, became a
robber and wnust pay the penaity for wurder. * * * The
ontlook for the coming yesr is exceedingly bright. If our little
kingdoin has rest from her enemies and the public mind re-
mains quiet, we niay except to pass the highest number reached
the past yeur, early in the coming session, 2 '

D. A. BUNKER.
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MONOSYLLABISM OF THE KOREAN TYPE
OF LANGUAGE.

Nature is as full of wonderful truth as man is of scepticism. I: is far
harder to convert a scholar to believe m a new truth than to inducc hira to
remain in uncertainty. He prefers uncertainty to impartial searci. Men
love darkness more than light, especially in philology. For instance, it is
quite certain that the vocabularies of oriental languages in the far east are
identical with the Greek, Latin and Hebrew vocabularies because humanity
is God's favored child and received from his Creator at first . the most
splendid gifts of moral and intellectual faculties. Al the Joyalty of the dog,
the wisdom of the elephant, the swect music of the lurk are as nothing com-
pared with the powers of the human mind. . How could man proceed on
his wonderful career if he were condemned to an indepéndent, isolated state
of existence? From the first, society was the condition of his growth. To
conceive of man as a single creation without the difference of male and
female is impossible, but granted that Adam was' not without Eve at first,
the existence of man in ‘the family is -also granted. This involves some
primeval language as an inevitable postulate. In the development of lang-
uage children had an important share. From this point it is not far to the
conclusion that. languige was one at first and that evidence of this mus(
abound in the old continents especially, where the races of mankind show
signs of great persistency of type. Consequently a true philosophy mqmre‘s
us to expect that words in all the languages of the world, so far as they can
be examined, must be originally one. The idea of isolated vocabulzries is
destitute of any rational basis.

Besides, the world has been peopled by migration, and in every instance
the migrating party possessed language. This being the case there is no
room for the hypothesis of isolation in the formation of the vocabularies- till
afier migration separated the families. The advocates of an anthropoid ape
becominggregaxious,migraﬁugmdinvmﬁnghpguage,hueSmﬁc. there
Tradition, history, philosophy and ethnology are against such, a view. If
for example we fix our attention on the Korean words mal=>sun,” fa/=
*moon” and compare them with the Mongol words nare="sun" and sara=
“moon” we see our way at once. Happily through the cruel conguests of
Genghis Kban a very ancient language was preserved to'us in a state very

- suitable for use in philological research. This arises from the fact that it
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was committed to writing 600 years ago and has gone through a course ot
change since that time. The Korean is a witness to the monosyllabic state
of the vocabulary of ancient times. 'l‘belongollcngthenedthevoveland
repelhditinahewsylhblgbythenpuaﬁmoﬂhehwofvomlichannoqy.
The words for sun and moon are monosyllables in Korean and dissyllables
in-Mongol. The Chinese mi="sun" shows that the monosyllabic root is
the older. m!(oteanmybemdﬁdthmasdcdded]yolderintype
than Mongol and as more monosyllabic. 1t is nearer to the Chinese in type
and less polysyllabic than the Tartar languages. This condition of affairs
agrees well with the view I have held for thirty years that the languages of
lhisponofthewoddmonein'ocabuhry,andthatthe_y show how the
- polysyllable has been developed from the monosyllable, and how grammar
came to assume first the Korean and Japanese form, then the Manchu and
Mongoll'olm;andsolatofall.thelndo-xmopanform. If anyone asks
why.'&hﬂmgmh%d”mdm&“gu&"boksovaykoh:ed
and peculiar as they do, 1 reply that som is_ “t0 stretch out,” in Chinese i,
sken, Latin tendo, English extend. Som for “guest” is the Chinese Jfy sin=
“pew.” The ancient Koreans. named the hand son because it is used in
muching,justuweclni'theh?ndbeausekknsedinbandling and
holding. Most words for “guest” are formed from older words meaning
“strange,” *“beyond the border” or “rare” and “peculiar.™ The root of
“stranger” is fam and this is the’ Korean son. ).anguage contains no new.
words, Xak, “guest,” in Chinese is “one from beyond the border.” The
Hakhsdﬁnmumdxmﬁmmaﬂdmtheycam&ombe-
mmm.mamwmdmﬁnm

s l!wehhthewd;fu“bhbw”anﬂ"ﬁnd"thehfanchuhas
Julgiyembi “play on a wind instrument ” “Blow”™ then is a causative in Ju,
JSulgiyebumbi “cause to play or blow.” We have in English “blow" “pur-
Ple"lnd“pulle“(thewadpeas);nhavelhelhnchusasinfu{grym

ob, “purple waist-band.” F becomes » and m becomes 5. The Korean
md'“bbbw”hpdand!hejamishé&iwhm&is'bandc&istax':d
in Korean £ “Wind” is in Korean parem from gu “to blow.” Our word
blow and the German dlasen have the same root,

The Cree, the Mongol and the Chinese have & for “to blow,” Cree,
Lutin, “the wind blows.” Mongol saiZkasn “wind.” This is the Chinese R
Aui, for 206, “to blow.” Another word for “wind” in Japanese is fase,
'lheTungusicwwdfor“ﬁnd"'ncdatbcmwordasOdzh. God of
tempests. The verb “to blow” in Japanese is fubu. In the Hebrew Bible
the roots meaning “to blow” are Zofsotsar, nafak, naskab, puak, takag.
These may be reduced to Zas, pak, shob, sak. The words for “soul” and
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“spirit” are in close kinship with this class of roots. The Greek amemos,
“wind” is the Latin aximws “mind.” ln]apanlbecom:spondngwud
tamaski, is the soul ThnsstheClnmeﬁ&lg * The Korean mwk sum,
“life,” “breathing” bas Chinese me#, “the pulse™ for one of its constitnents.
The other, sum, is “to hide,” “to extinguish,” “to breathe.” For these
words the Chinese equivalents a\dmuamugmmelygm
“asthma,” *“apoplectic suffocation™ ﬁt‘nxg for deam, dam, “to hide's
3Hi #sing. “have free accss” “communicate,” is probably the Korean swmr
“breathe.” In other languages there are thiee distinct roots. The word
moksum is an instructive example of a compound by. apposition. There
does not seem to be any language where the formation of compounds by
apposition does not occur. Swaz in the sense of “breathing™ is to be identi-
fied with amimal, animus. The Japanese /sumari “to be stopped up” in
the nose or throat, is the Korean swm. So also the Japanese swm “to be
Clear, pumandwuhoﬁsediment‘nthc&mm,ﬁfmgandﬁ cheng
Cham.mn&euphnamdﬂma.“amrk”ndm“m
full moon " 1 suggest that por is gofa “to Jook” g.amgﬁxm"to
see.” h&emuylsngg&ﬂ&a&&eﬂrdm.“marh"hg
Ppiawn, as given in the Korean-French dictionary (for pot). If so, the word
porum “full moon™ is an invention probably in the Han dynasty by a court
astronomer. The Korean verb is gofa or polam “compared with,” *be-
tween,” “seeing that™ The root is gof in Korean and Chinese; airs “to
see” in Japanese, ¢ being a change from £ It would be interesting to deter-
mine if an astronomical term such as porwm belongs to the Han dynasty or
to the Tang dynasty.

The Korean language has a back look towards China . throughout.
Scholars have denied the identity of the vocabulary of Korea with that of Ja-
pan; but this is a mistake. Civilization was old enough and words were
numerous enough when the Koreans and Japanese were forming their
grammars for them to choose different words for many things. Korea has
learned every thing from China -and nothing from Japan. This is becavse
the Japanese civilization came too late 10 teach the Koreans anything. - Ko-
rea always looked to China for her teachers. Bahxmandjqnnmah
mdamuhudedwadswbthmbarondﬁmmaw
time within the Christian era. :

Joseru Epxins.



368 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

ALONG PROGRESSIVE LINES.

N our last issue we spoke of the Reaction ry movement tiit
had set in in political affairs here. The careful resder of vur
remarks and of the “Official Gazette”' however, could not

fail to notice the contradictions between the two. The editorial
pointed to & backward movemeat, while the orders and Royal
edicts undoubtedly indicuted the presence of a forward move-
ment. We gladly recognize the existence of the Progressive
party and the good work it is aiming to do. The widening and
repairing of the main streets of the capital; the caveful expendi-
ture of government mouey under the direction of Dr. McLeavy
Brown; the of capable foreigners in the Law, War and
Police Departments; the dismissal of sapernunerary not to say
incompetent clerks and other attendants fro:n the various offices:
the redistricting of the counbiy into thirteeis proviiices and the
fixed salaries of the Governors.and Magistrates, together with.the
li:nits of their power and privileges; the establishment. or, more
properly sreaking. the extension of the Royal Postal Service so
that now there are, or will be soon, first class post offices in
eleven principal cities and second class offices in fourteen sualler
towns; these and other changes mark sobstantial progress of
the Government and we sincerely congratulate the men thro
whoss influence these wholesorne changes are effected.

We notice a contributor in the NorTE CHINA HERALD of
Sept. 4th, in writing on the “Refrrmation of Korea.” is hopeful.
““Korea is advancing. The advauce is'quite slow, it is trus, but
quite solid.” He then enumerntes some of the changes we men-
Vion above, and which, by the way, was written before we saw his
article. He starts out well but soon enters ioto an uncalled Jor
comparison of the Preeent reforms with those introduced by the
Japatese, which he calls “puerile and ridiculous” and swhich
“‘never had any influence outside the treaty ports, and it is now
some tinie since they had any influence here.” In passing, if
:lbos? reforms never bad any influence, why “contrast” thein with

1e “new.”

In the March issue of this magizine for 1895 we noticed
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some “Great Changes in the Korean Government,” based on
recommendations presented to His Majesty on November 29th,
1894, by His Excellency, Count Inouye. The changes proposed
. were 80 radical that the Count bimself found it necessary later to
modify them somewbat. There were originally twenty articles
of reform treating of the source of political power, the dignity of
law s0 that ‘“His Majesty may not wilfully violate” it with im-
junity; the separation of the Royal Housebold from the Affairs
of Government; the Cabinet and 1ts Powers; Taxation to be levi-
ed only by the Board of Finance; the Annual Budget ; Reorgan-
ization of the army; Unification of the Police; Disciplinary Re-
wulations for the several Departments: Centralization of Power;
Abolition of class distinctions and a few other items of minor im-
portance. 'We do not know whetber Count Inouye drafted
these reconmendations in Tokyo or in Seoul, neither do we care,
}mt we know they were not “a failure,” as is alleged by the writer
n the Shanghbai journal. But on the contrary as far as our angle
>f vision goes it seems to us the gentlemen, fo whom it intrusted
the unenviable task of clesnsing the “Augean stables,” to use the
figure employed by the writer, are moving along the general lines
indicated in the recommendations proposed by Count Inouye
and accepted by the Korean Court. The large expericnee in
oriental affairs, preeminent ability and decision of Dr. McLeavy
Frown fit him admirably for the position be so ably fills. We
love him for the enemies be is making in the camps of those
who care more for personal aggrandizement than for the good
of Korea. ;
We. question very much, tho we do not bave the data st
hand to prove the contrary, the statement that “under the Jap*
anese regmne the number of officials was increased instead of de-
creased.” 'We do know bowever from knowledge derived from
the common people that they were beginning to have a comfort-
abl: feeling of security in the changed attitude of the govern-
ment towards them. The common people were benefitied by
the changes and they were quick to recognize them.
It'is a thousand pities Minister Miura ever came to Korea.
A year ago last summer, the reforms were progressing, if not as
fast and satisfactory as.some » yet they were p ng.
With the withdrawal of Count ye, the downfall of the Min-
ister -of Home Affairs, Pak Yong Ho, the advent of Viscount
Miura and his plotting which finally ended in the diabolical mur-
der of the Queen and the usurpation of a Cabinet- hostile to the
King, but violently pro-Japanese, ended the prestige and power
of the Island Empire in this Kingdom. It is most remarkable
that when on the 11th of Feb. the King sought the protection
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of the Russian flag, the Japanese found themselves without even
@ 's guard as far as party was concerned. Aud the care-
ff):l observer does not fail tonote‘gatcvl::a:e?now called tbe
rogressive party is not the party that cli into power over
the dead body of the Queen and that was being sustained in
power thro the influence of Japan. While we believe all this is
‘true, we still affirm that the lines dlong which we think we see
somne progress are substantially the same as those first recom-
-mended and later somewhat modified by Count Inouye. Tle
bungling, not to say wicked, way these well meant recommenda-
tions were carried out after the deperture of their author from
Kores, ought not, it seems to us, be counted against the reforms
thewselves. To say thai they were ouly on paper is to show an
inexcusable ignorance; to affirm that the only visible results of
the reforms were the remnoval of the long sleeves, the introduction
_of thesmall pipes and black coats not to mention the unfortunate
and unsuccessful attack on the venerable and venerated Top-knot
is to exposé yourself as ove blinded by prejudice. Whence the
Cabinet? Whence the Budget, the reorganization of the Anny
and Police? - Who first suggest sufficient salaries for the officials
and did away with the laws by which an official was perinitted
to get all be could and that with the aid, so to speak, of the local
militia? 'When were class distinctions abolished 7 When were the
schools, government and Envute. crowded with eager students
before the upheaval of 1894? In the early months of tbis year
the only Professor of the Royal College resigned because official
. ggacity devoured- the fands and only a handful of pupils were
left; to be exact the number was fourteen. Now this same school
bas an average daily attendance of a little over ninety and young
Kores, in the matter of foreign uniforms and physical exercise, did
what was probably never done before, openly defied, and that
for a period of several months, their Chief in the Educational
Department. We mean to say that all these things are the
legitimate ontcome of the thorough smash-up of the effete sys-
tem that prevailed two years ago.
It is quile time the. Russians are not shouting themszlves
hoarse over the independence of Korea as the Japanese did, and
there is no loud talk about “civilizing” the country. Perhaps
the great Nortliern Power cares more for substance than shadow
and can well afford to dispense with the *Joud blare of trumpets.”

His Hajesty's Birthday.—The forty-fifth birthday of
the King fell ‘this year on Sept. 2. The day was pleasant and
there were the usual congratulations from Korean officials and
foreign diplomats... A few of the Christians suggested assembling
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in the several places of worship to offer special prayer for His
Majesty. Dr. H. G. Underwood, with characteristic prom
issued a request to the several churches in the at%nnd thenm
a geners]l meeting in the empty hall at Mo Ha Kwan, where the
Independence arch is to be erected. The Editor of Tre INDE-
PESDENT, Dr. Jaisohu, beartily entered into the plan and an-
nounced it in the issue of his paper, the 1st instant. -

This meeting gave an opportunity for the people to show their
affection and loyaity for their king. Long before the hour, four
o'clock, when the services were to begin, an immense crowd of

erhaps 2000 people or more assembled in the hall and under the
Erge tent in front. The Korean may not be very demonstrative
but he is beginning to think, and loves to hear about his country.
Promptly at four o'clock, Dr. Underwood opened the exercises.
It was impossible for one to speak to the whole assemblage at once.
It was therefore decided for one man to speak to those in the hall
and another in the tent. Several songs were written b;Kuum
for the occasion. They breathed the spirit of devotion to the
King and prayed for a long and prosperous reign. .

- The Vice-Minister of Agniculture, Commerce and Public
Works, Yi Chai Yun, was present and read = carefully
address. While the Vice-Minister was thus engaged; Dr. Jaisohn
spoke to a large audience in the tent. One other address of a Ko-
rean, head-master of Chinese in the Pai Chai College, is worthy
of . special mention because of the patriotic tone” that pervaded it
throughout. These three gentlemen spoke twice to the great profit
ofthipeople.‘ : ;

1

% ] k] ¥ & %

This mass meding,&nblidy announced a5 held under the
anspices of the Christian Church, had the approval of His Majesty
a:?wasagmatsumbothutonnmbmanduto iri

The Korean Religious Tract Society furnished the tracts of
which several thousand were distributed, without supplying all who .
were eager to secure a copy. . We cannot omit mentioning the
inspiring volume of sound that came up from the audience near
the stand when the Lord’s Prayer was It showed the
l:lifenumberofChrisﬁampresenf. But we were also made pai
- fully conscious that there are several versions of this model prayer.
Not that there is any special difference in the forms bat just
enough to be different, pmvol]ringa.nd inexcusa ble‘;f &Y:ehaemter
a vigorous protest againsi a longer continuance unneces-
sary differences. Lettbmbebutonefomd’thehtd’mu
for the whole church of Korea. 'Where is the “Official of
Translators” that it does not give us & form which we can all use?
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. The Remains of Her Ml?esty. the late Queen, were
-removed from the temple in the Kyeng Pok Palace, where she
wasrtngared sp::gll thm flzzrn;,e October 8, (1:%95 %o the

use the purpose in_Chong Dong,

'oﬁnda the 4th inst. Itwasaadprgcasaon. Tbecatalaque
left thePahcaatmeodock. came past the Big Bell and Kon
Dang Kobl, reaching the House at near four o'clock. The streets
‘were linel with people, but the police preserved good order.

The erection of the Spirit House, and Housé of Preparation was
done in two weeks, some 800 men being employed night and-
day. Both buildings are east of and adjoining the Myeng Yé
Palace, the street lea.dmg from Legation St. Yo the English Con-
-sulate having been obliterated. One thing in the procession was
-very nohcea.ble. The policeman in neat uniform and good live
-step was perhaps followed by an officer in ancient style of dress
wa hng along sup nndet the arm by two attendants;
the soldiers with fairly good military bearing and order would be
followed by-a com y of men rgged out i the most grotesque
clotbi inab Tbeoldand the new side by side. The
one infirm, other wuh elustic step; the one tottermg to its

grave, the other in the vigor of youth going to bis work.

The Finance Department.—Rumors are afloat that the.
-new methods introduced into this Department, mainly, we pre-
‘sume, thro the advice and iufluence of Dr. McLeavy Brown, are
‘not entirely ameptnbletosﬂoonnected with the office. We heard
an officer say not Jong ago that the salaries were not paid when
due. This does not sound well, but when we suggested that
this was probably due to the practice, (rewved of late,) of imnpos-
ing an extra tax, popularly called “squeeze,” on certain com-
modities and products neéded in the Capital, he answered with
that affirmative smile one indulges m when bhe knows he affirms
what he i3 unable to prove. Now we learn from our mom-
ing contem that “the Cabinet Ministers had a conference
"and decided to call Mr. Brown before them.” One member
“however was shrewd enongh and had sufficient courage to dis-
eent, first, because he. approves of the economical methods em-
' ployed and second, because the Cabinet is exceeding its province
‘when it attempts to control the legitimate actions of an Adviser
to a Department. The matter was in reference to the payment
“of moompetent attendants who had been notified that their posi-
tions were vacant. “Finally the dissenting argument prevailed
and the matter was pot caried out.” This Minister is the salt
of the Cabinet and we do not stop to inquire whether he is
Conservative or Progressive.
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The Government School.—Attention was drawn to this
school last spring when the present Minister of Edacation at-
tacked it at the time of his appointment. Tbe foreign uniforms,
the ahsence of the top-knot, the physical drill and the use of the
native character were especially offensive to the new Minister.
He issued orders commanding the students to change their uni-
forms. The young men refused, affirming they had obtained
the consent of the Department from his’ predecessor and that
the edict of the King issued on Feb, 11th left the matter of dress
optional with the individual. Leiters were exchanged between
the office and the school. The Minister insisted, the boys resist-
ed. An armistice was agreed upon. All thro the summer it was
pieasant to see the stodents on the streets in their upiforms not
in defiance of their chief but faithful to their own feelings and of
the King’s edict. On His Majesty's bixtbday, the whole school,
some ninety strong. marched to the Russian Legation, present-
ed their congratulations and wishes for long life and wound up
by giving three rousing cheers for their King, an innovation, we
understand, that was pleasant to their sovereign., We bave not
heard how. the cheering affected their Departmental Chief.

On the day of the removal of the remains of the
from the Palace to the Spirit Hounse in Chong Dong; the scholars
were on parade in their uniforms outside the Education Depart-
ment. They bared their heads as the catafalque passed. They
then fell in at the rear of the procession and marched to the end
of the Palace Street. "We notice they wear additional mourn-
ing in the -shape of ‘cap and arm crape bands. Clearly these
voung men believe there are more ways than one of showing
their Joyalty and sympathy. ’

The school opened on the first, with a large attendance.

Polygamists in the Church.—Mr Baird concludes bis
discussion of this subject in this number. He has treated the
su’t;liect ix:1 ag able and ﬁxhd.nsﬁve manner. one bas read exten-
sively and thought deeply; bis interpretation of Scripture is clear
and simple: his exposition of Korean law, faithful and impartial ;
and his final position of total exclusion logical, consistent and
tenable. We never had any doubts on this subject as to the
course that ongbt to be pursued, but if we had we are quite per-
suaded now. When we begin to apologize for or to condone &in, .
and to talk of “wrongs,” “bardships,” “difficulties,”” we show
the weakness of our position. Liet us recognize the palpuble fact
- that in the assumption of these relations there is gin on the side .
of both man and woman and that there is no way. out short of
giving up that sin no matter at what cost.
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The Methodist Mission discussed this question at its An-
nudl Meeting a year ago and is a unit against the admission in-
to the Church of men with more wives than one. The Presby-
terian Council, composed of all the Presbyterian bodies at wo:k
in Korea, auad to whomn Mr Baird specially directs his arguinent,
discussed the mbﬁdﬁor several days a year ago and then. 1: uch
to our %, to reach & decision. We bop~ ‘they will
find po difficalty in promptly disposing ot the question this yenr.
There i8 some whispering, however, that the General Assembly
has already decided the question and that the Council will have
nothing to do in the way of rendering a decision.

CORRESPONDENCE.

- To the Editor of
“Tre KoreaN REerosITORY.”
DEAR SIR:—

(1) If the Usesusem syllabary comes from Tibetan, Pali or Sanscrit why
is it called Fun/, the name of a peculiar function in the writing of Chinese
characters? 4

(2) What would induce King Sejong and a Confucianist scholar Sung Sam
Mun to risk the welfare of the state and their own ancestral line by tam-
Ppeving with that form of belief which brought about the fall of Koryo ?

What fellowship hath Confucius with Buddha?

Does the writer of the article “The Korean alphabet” in the June RE-
POSITORY know so little of a scholar’s prejudices? '

(3) If it be a fact why do not all the histories state that Unmwx was mo-
delled after pim () as well as cizn ().

The Kuk Cho Pydn Nyon is the only one that mentiomes piin.

The Xk Cho Po Kam and Yon Y3 Kewi Sul'speak only of chiin. We
conclude that it is an interpolation in the case of the one, for what commun-
ion hath Kght (F%) with darkness ().

(4) Did the writer ever know a Buddhist much less a sénpai who un-
derstood Sanscrit? Imagine them then forming an intelligent alphabet from
something they knew nothing of, 2 world from' chaos was not a greater feat.

It takes as much faith to believe they formed the alphabet from Bud-
dhism as it does to sce a resemblance between the Korean letter 3= and the
Sanscrit G or the Tibetan & .

Y1 Ik Seve.
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To the Editor of

“THe KOREAN RErosITORy.”
DEAR SIR:—

THE HAM HEUNG MESSENGER AGAIN.

Can you find room for one more word about the Ham Heung messeng-
cr mentioned by Dr. Landis in his interesting article on Korean Proyverbs>

After the king Tai Jong Tai Wang had seit messenger afier messenger
inploring his father to return from Ham Heung and they in turn had penish-
vd, one of the courtiers stood forth and said, “1 will go to Ham Hcung and
persuade the aged Tai Jo to return that he way give advice and encou
ment to his son who now occupics the throne.” He. rode mto Ham Heung
on a mare with a foal and tving her to a willow tree outside the residence of
the dreaded Tai Jo he also tied the colt at some distance from its dam. He
cntered and found himself in the presence of the dreaded Tai Jo and before
announcing his errand he said “Let His Venerable Majesty look out the
window and witness the action of nature’s strongest law. ~ Behold the mare
tied at a distance from its foal and behold how the colt calls for its dam and
how she in tum pulls at the rope in her eagerness to go and help her off-
spring”—At that moment a rat ran along the beam over the speaker’s head,
followed by one of its young; but the hitle one slipped and was in the act of
falling, when its mother, seeing the fall inevitable, clasped her legs about the
little one and the two fell together, the mother receiving the shock of the fall.
The messenger pointed to it and said “Again behold the law of nature, the
parent risks everything, comfort, ease, life ntself, for the sake of its offspring.
Is it possible that the king's father, the illustdous Tai Jo, should show less
splicitude for bis son than the dumb brutes do for their ofispring ?*

The aged Monarch exclaimed, “] will go to my son.” The messenger,
delighted with the success of his mission, started on his homeward wav but
before he had gone far one of Tai Jo's attendants, who doubtless preferred
the quiet of country life to the bustle of the capital, approached his n-aster
and said “This is only a trick on the of the messenger to get you to re-
lurn to Scoul. He has probably laid a wager that he can draw you out of
your retreat.” This aroused the temper of the old man and he ordered 10
pursue the messcnger and execute him but added “Do not kill him unless
vou calch him this side the H Yong river. 1f he has crossed Jet
him go.” The executioner mounted and rode at breakneck speed. He
neared the banks of the river. He saw a ferry boat about 10 push ofi. Shout-
ing for it to wait lie leaped in and there sat the man he was after. -Draw-
ing Jis sword he severed the messenger's head and rolled his body into the
stream. Mleanwhile the old Tai Jo was thinking the matter over and chang-
ed his mind once more. Within an hour he was on his way to Seoul to give
whatever advice and help he could to his son and successor.

H. B H.

LITERARY DEPARTMENT.

THE “Quagga tracts™ of three vears ago originated in an idea of which
this month has seen a further development. The Xorean Religious Tract
Society, taking advantage of an enthusiasin newly aroused among the native
Christian community in respect of the royal birthday, has issued a special
-publication Ly way of programmwe o the mass meeting held upon that date.
Its principal contents consist of six bymns, all of world-wide iarity, the
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last being a paraphrase of the national anthem, “America” or “God save
the Queen.” Few of those who sung or read these verses upon the occasion
referred to could have understood their significance. To the ordinary Ko-
rean in fact, whether scholar or coolie, what can be expected to be the effect
of such verses as these when encountered for the first time? Yet this meet-
ing and this hymn mean much for this country and for the patriotism of her
citizens, and lrenSocxety that has introduced such a custom and such a senti-
ment has surely drawn very near to the heart of the people. For those who
know this people know that, man for man, they all love His Majesty, and
round that affection must rally whatever is bert and most stable of popular
nationalism. As the printed cxpression of such things let us hail this tract
as noteworthy. And let us hope that the royal birthday may regularly be
celebrated by the Korean Rehgious Tract Society and others as 2 “$pecial
occasion” and that “America,” or still beuer Avrea, may continue to be sung
by those who truly love their country and their King. -

The summer months, altho barren in respect of new publications in Ko-
rean, have been fairly prolific in reprints. Foremost among these stands the
third edition of X} €F 7} —not a reprint at all, but a thoroughly revised
compilation from the whole field of the most recent Korean hymnology. That
there are three hymn-books in active circulation among the chu and
maachof&fsei:kk;'med!oiss:leuinamwediﬁonaoﬁmasevf year
or two, are w speak volumes concerning capacity of church
members and candidates to express their devotion in song.

A careﬁnlmslgemon of the volume under review brings out several inter-
esting facts.” In the first place, this volume, which remams in such demand
among plain people, 1s not gotten up in the cheap, shoddy style that charac-
terizes so.n.any tracts over whose lack of sale according to expectations there
is exclamation. Neither does an attempt seem to be made to increase its
circulation by fixing a price far below the cost of producing it. For those
whose pri it is to expend thought over the problem of a wider circula-
tion of Christianizing literature the moral may read—People can always find
mmyfnt:::obthatm prepared in an attractive form and which contain
something they really want. . g

Again, there is noticeable a-very great difference between the two styles
innhighthebookisissned.-Bothmphinlyﬁ'o@thesame tvpe and en-

on which one is printed takes the impression y and clearly, formmg in

itself a bed than which nothing better could be desired. Apparently the
prmmndidnotknowthutomanequaﬂydisﬁnctimpmonuponthe
white paper selected for the second style a similarly yielding bed must be
constructed. And he plainly did not understand the conditions of firm yet
elastic bedding, perfectly even planing, thorough cleanliness, and firm, but
gnleinhng,' which alone, in conjunction with 2 moderate pressure upon the

er, are capable of producing on such paper an impression both distinct
and even without squeezing. Perhaps it is not well to set the standard too
Yok e may fusty ismel 1 the e (e It R S o
et one may justify hi in the opinion that the missi ought to pre-
sentinnodnyngasecondutemmplebefonthepeoplebehascomewben-
etit. High standards in mechanical work are not easily to be divorced from
high standards in morality. And the belief is at least tenable that a man
who finds a hadly printed book offered him will judge its contents to be equal-
ly inexact. Poor, therefore, as may be the facilities for good work to be found
amaIPrus.oneisapuofeelthaahigher standard of execution
is by the above considerations, if by no others.
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This volume contains a number of hymns newly written or translated,
and among them it is pleasant to find an increasing number by native writ-
.ers.  The poer is by no means a newcomer in Korea, the versifieris. Foi-
eign work can hardly form a model for composers in an oriental language.
It is with interest. therefure, that we look to see what forms native hymn-writ-
ers naturally fall into. A careful examination affords little Jight upon such
an enquiry. It leads rather to the belief that the native hymn-writer, he
whose devotional thought spontanecusly falls into 1hythm, fiom whose heart
the graceful melody of praise and prayer wells unsolicited, is yet to appear.
The productions of Korean writers display the same stilie«d and unpolished
phraseology as do the translations of foreigners. And not unnaturally. For
all arc revised by the “teacher,” that indispensable aid, that destructive bane,
And he is the only Christian who has as yet come near enough 10 the mis-
sionary 10 make even the attenipt of ex ing a thought in metre.

Yet Koreans love song—Ilove the foreign music to which their hymns
have been set. It is not 100 much, surely, to expect that the hearts of some
among them will yet flow out into genuine song-language, and that the
grandest products of our hymnology may come to be paralleled in their
tongue. Meanwhile, it is well that they so love to sing, well that so many
hymns have already been provided for them, well that “America” and
others as noble exist to inspire by their ennobling music. Al this, in view
of the eastern poetical temperament, surely augurs much.

?11"'?‘5 is a treatise, nota tract. It piofesses to be a guide for
those who would establish the family altar and direct the household in the
way of life. It promises weli for the homes of Korea that in two years time
two thousand copies of this work have been diffused among them. A second
edition is now published, improved in various respects over the previous
one, but equally objuctionable with other works recently.printed in point of
press-work. -

This is the second publication this year printed in two “terms,” a dis-
tinction not certainly to be rejoiced in.

);} 9. —E— too has just undergone its first reprinting. It appecars now-
in a greatly imd;:r:ved form so far as the task of the editor is concerned. s
The running index found at the head of the page greatly facilitates reference
and examination, and the spacing of words certainly makes it easier to read.

The spacing, however, might have been better done: frequently the in-
terval between characters in the same word 1s quite equal to that between
words. The framing and alignment in this book call for decided praise. In
these respects it is a decided improvement over anything we have previous-
ly seen come from this press. But when we Jook at the inking, the uneven
impression, the evidences of unclean type,—the appreciation of good work
in other respects is apt to disappear wholly from our minds. _

Observing these thrce works to have been printed upon an inferior

uality of white paper, the guestion occurs whether this is 2 wise change

rom the manilla paper 10 which we have grown accustomed. Many, per-
haps, will decide at once against it. Cenainly its effect is not aliogether
sauisfactory. Yet reflection shows that it is at Jeast as much so as that of
the other. Both are sn thin as to “print through,” neither having sufficient
gloss to prevent the ink beinyg freely absorbed. It ber omes therefore a ques-
tion of preference in color and of expense which shall be used. Among
most of those who use the huoks there seems to be little choice in color: so
that a better quality of while paper, one capable of “holding” the impression
on both sides,would seem likely 10 give most general satisfaction.
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’5 —g .E)é is another book reprinted during the summer. Its
eneral appearance is above the average in ncatness, yet many small de-
marit A picture-book without pictures is something of an anomaly,
and that is what most copies turn out to be. Gratifying to one who Joves
simplicity 15 the fact that another reform is introduced here, 2 reform in
names, by which scriptural names of place and person are made to conform
to their original pronunciation instead of to that strange gibberish of Sinico-
Korean which the scholars all profess to find easiest and none of them do.
It is comforting indeed to find gow many tongue-twisting sounds this change
enables one to omit in reading this book, and how much’stumbling and
diversion of attention will thereby be saved to the semi-literate, its principal
readers. .
C. C. VixtoxN,

00—

OFFICIAL GAZETTE.
1896,
{Cowpiled from THE INDEPENDENT).

Aug. 18th Edict Mo. 55. Law Courts will be established in the fol-
lo xing 28 ; Seoul, Chemmlpo, Fusan, Kyeng Heung, ani C‘bmrg
Chong, N. and 8., Chulls, N. and 8., Kyer;% gmg, Whang Hai, N, an
8., Pyeng An, Kang Won, N. and S., Ham Kyeng, Ché Ju.

Avg. 10th. Overseera of the Construction and Repairs of Kyeng-
Won-Kung (New Palace) Paik Eun Kin, Kung Keon, Yi Hak Kiun, Yi
In Wo, An-Tai Won, Kim Kia Hi.

Edict -—~We left Qur Palace already seven months ago,. We feel sud
when We think of the remains of Our beloved Queen 80 far away from Us.
The Royal remaing will be brought to the Kyeng Won Palace within two

w ; S .
Aug. 25th. The Minister of the Royal Household tendered his re-

signation, but it was not aecepted.

3 Aﬁm The Chief of Police, is appointed Grand Marshal} of the

Royal Funeral Procession.

. His Majesty decides to move to the new Palace in Chong Dong and
to remove the remains of Her Majesty to that Palace on Sept. 4th.

Sept. 4th- &dict No. 61. Rules and regulations to take the censns
of the country. ' (1) The number of houses and the population of the whale
country shall be carefully and accurately made. (2) Ten houses will he »
Division and s, citizen will he responsible for the behavior and welfare
of his Division. () The five Districts in Seoul and other Magisteriul Dis-
tricts will take census of each District and repor: to the Governor of the
Province.. The Governors must niske a summary report of xll the Provin-
ces to the Home Depertment which will make a complete veport of the
whole country to His Mujesty at the end of May each year. (1) ) any.
citizen ahould fui) to register his or her name to the Census record thro
carelessness or indifference, punishment will be meted out according to
the law provided for such cases. (3) If a head citizen fails to report for
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his Division within the time allowed, he will be punished by the Magis-
trate.  If the magistrate fails to report within the Jimited time, he will be
punished by the Gevernor.  I{ the Governor fails to make a report to the
Home Depariment before the 1st day of May he will be punished by the
Depurtment. (6) The details of procedure in taking the ctnsus will be
nmde:1 known Ly the Minisier of Home Affairs. (7) This takes effect from
thi§ day. )

Departmenta] Order No, 8 (Home Department) Rules and regulations
voverning the methods of taking census. (1) Tbe)bhnk forms for record-
ing the nume, sex, age, occnjations, parents, address, etc, will be furn-
ished by the Depurtment, and sent to the Governors of the i
Governors distribute them to the Magisirates, Magistrates to the Head Cit-

necessary number. (2) Each family shall have two sheets of the blank form
and £ill up the places on both sheets making one a duplicate of the other.
The original copy be kept in the Magistracy and the duplicate be given to
the family for future reference. (3) Either parents, brothera, children
or grand children who live in a separale house, must have ,
cords, and not be entered in the same sheet. (4) Those who have not a
house of his or her own, but live in some other person’s hicuse, his or her
name he entered in the sheets of that famiiy as a boarder. (5) Whenever
a person desires 1o live in a separate house he or she must
to the Magistracy and have the original records changed.- (6)
aon changes his or her address this fact must be reported
tracies of the Districts where he or she moves from and
case of losing the-records by accident the owner must
the Magistracy and get new records. (8) Whenever the h
dies, the heir or heiress report the matter to the Magistracy, and
records changed in his or her name. (9) Construction or destru
houses, death and birth in the family must be rted to the istra
and the original records changed according to tl:m:h. 10) The axti
Nos. 5,6, 7, 8and 9 are required to be executed as soon as posasi
never allow more than twenty days after the occurrence of the affaira. (11)
Each Magistrate, after completing the census of his districts, must make a
summary report to the Governor of the province. Each Goyernor, afier’
completing the census of his province, must make a suinmary report to thet
Home Dep’t.. (12) Head Citizen of each Diyision must make a summary
report of his Division, and the blank forms will be funished by the Magis-
trate. (33) If a Division has not five houses this will be known as ap in-
complete Dirixion, and will be under the supervision of the Head Citizen
of the nearest Division. Whenever such incomplete Division shall have
ten hou(siel)iti; becomes a full le:on and will have a Helgn. Cit:u::‘ft t
own, (14) Every report must have a dupl . : :
Magistrate and the other be kept in that mw%ﬁ) ‘Whenever it be-
the
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comes necessary o make a change in the original
head of the family must apply to the Head Citizen
turn applies to the Superintendent of the country. The latter requests the
Magistrate of the District. (16) Each family must have a sign board in
front of the house, stating clearly the No. of the house, No. Division,
name and the occupation of the owner. (17) In case of a changing
hands, the name and occupation of the owner must be changed on the sign
board, but the Ne. of the house or the No. of Division do not alter.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

A census is ordered.
His Majesty will build a new Palace in Chong Dong-

. The Pai Chai College opened the fall term on September 16th with an
unusually large attendance. o

Dr. J. McLeavy Brown has a good grip on the treasury and in spite of
oppositian is accomplishing much.

The Embassy to Moscow returns via Siberia and is expected in Viad-
ivostock the beginning of next month.

g e rpaivag. n. ik g o Thenk ou Mr. Moy e ney
ening repainng is going on, nk you Mr. Mayor, every
bedy else to whom thanks are due. 4 '

We had intended to devote some attention to the reports read at the

annual meeting of the Methodist Mission but do not have space. No. .of pio-
bationers. reported 88, full members 230, total 818. The Trilingual Press

Mg@pmmmdxmdn@gtbeym'

We understand that the Korean government has given a concession to
a Russian company, with Mr. Jules Bryner at its head, to cut timber on the
northern border along the Tumen river and on the island of Ul Leung off
the eastern coast. The arrangement seems to be that the company shall
mhofvm;ﬁamhue or tax of twenty-five' per cent of the net

It is with much regret we learn that the Rev. S. F. Moore of the North-
em ian Mission, is compelled on account of the prolonged illness
of Mrs. to return to the United States. Mr. and Mrs. Moore came to
Km%mz‘g‘mxwd&mkagmtbsﬂomwpmaye
induige ednomughchngema-pmrcbmeﬁtuiw s.
Mmandthatlheymgbeablemtbemdiﬂ:mfmmmntmandn-
.sume the labors in which they are 50 much interested.

Koreans, at least the common people, are beginning to use the press. A
man living in the western part of Seoul told us that the soldiers are taking up-
on themselves the unwarranted liberty of living on house taxes where they
happen to be stationed. Onena objects tothis. He then said he had
a letter written and if he was trou again, “l will send it under my own
name to THE INDEPENDENT"—a public appeal, We know nothing about
the conduct of the soldiers, but our contemporary is to congratulated on the
hold it has on the popular heart.
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The Annval public meeting of the members of the Korean Religious
Tract Society will be held in the chapel of the Pai Chai School, Sunday Oct.
t8th. This Society is doing a good work thro its tracts which are wsed ex-
tensively by all Christian workers. “Any person,” we quote from the Con-
stitution, “‘may become a contributing member by paying annually the sum
of two dollars, or more, into its treasury.” Every missi , of course, will
=ee 1o it that he is a repular member and for the benefit of others who may
desire to assist in the good work this Society is doing, all that is needed is
the information that the Rev. D. A. Bunker in this city is Acting-T: '

The Rev. D. S. Spencer, Presiding Elder of the Nagoya district, Japan
Conference, with his family visited Seoul this month. While with us he caji-
ed together the Japanese Christians here and on Sunday Sep. 13, afier ad-
ministering the communion, organized the Company of believers into a
Church. Rev. W. B. Scranton, Superintendent of Methodist Mission, was
present and appointed 1. Kobayashi, a Local Preacher, to have pastoral care
of this new church. We have long felt there was 2 need for a Japanese
church here and acknowledge our obligation to Mr. Spencer for his interest
in and service to the Japanese Christians in our city. It would be well if the
Christians in Chemulpo could be organized into a church and a regular ser-
vice provided for them. We hope Mr. Spencer will present the claims of
the Japanese Christians here to bis Conference and be able to send us a well
trained and spiritual preacher for these two places.

The lossof H. G. M. S. S. 2745 off the Shantung Promontory on the
night of July 23rd has caused profound griefl in the East. The /i was at
Chemulpo in the Summer of 1894 and some of her marines were on guard
at their Consulate here in Seoul, The brave men met on deck afier the
ship had broken in two and sang the Flagygelied of which the last stanza is:—

“Und treibt des wilden Sturins Gewalt
‘Uns an ein Felsenriff

Gleichviel in welcherlei Gestalt
Gefahr draht unserm Schiff;

Wir wanken und wir weichen nicht,
Wir thun nach Seemans Branch
Getreu erfull'n wir unsre Pflicht

Auch bis zum letzen Hauch,

And rufen freudig sterbend aus

Der Keiser wnd die Flaggehoch!
Der Kaiser i

Die Flagge schwarz, weiss und roth.”

The changes that came in during the reform era are not always visible.
Guilds and Government favoritism, to be :g:ctt. were brushed away with
one swoop. The yangban strut and inane aiding under the shoulder are re-
turning to some extent, Jet us hope to make their “last ap =

We had our attention called to another form a few ‘ago. We had
occasion to have some wall repairs made and suggested the necessity of call-
ing a mason. “What do you want to call 2 mason for, a coolie will do just
as well at less than half the day’s wages? Was the reply. Then we were
told that not only could any man who had skill enough to plaster engage in-
the work, but that the objector would be met with abuse; that even the tile
lavers' guild, probably one of the most exacting organizations in the land,
could no longer keep men from laying tiles. In its palmy days this guild
was most tyrannical. By means of government patronage it was enabled to
charge exorbitant prices for ordinary labor. They were aristocratic, com-
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pelﬁngtheiremploygrs.toﬁxrnishthemﬂndalstoworkontheroof. The
owner.was not to go on the roof and repair it, but had to call in a
tile layer who bowto-cha:ge.his patron, Thmchangaar:.most

THE CHURCH AT HOME AND ABROAD—a monthly published by the
Presbyterian Board of Publication, for August, is before us. Eleven pages
aredevoted to Korea. Dr. C. C V'mmm”mrtheﬁmﬂyon“.\{’miom
ary Literature;” “A Gospel Sermon preached by a Korean Butcher” tells of
sermon pi by Pak a converted butcher. Rev. Jas. S. Gale philo-
: in his original way about the “Korean mind." “It is comparatively
easy to reach the heart, to gain the affection and esteem of the people, and
at the samie time to be: mystified by.the peculiar mental make-up
‘that is the ground-work of it afl” Mr. Adams of Fusan ‘recounts his visie
to Pumusa temple. We are by no means sure that the picture of ~Korean
Idols” is genuine while we are positively certain the “Korean Farm House”
is from a photograph of a Japanese country house we have seen for some
Yeats for sale in the p| her's % 3

Dr..Vinton has a second article on “Preaching Christ through Korea™
andMnUndgqumsome“Ligbumdshadomoftheywianma"
i which she takes occasion to explan’ the “part played by the missionaries
in public affairs” about the time of the murder of the Queen.

' Mr.LeithnneamvedinChanulpoonSepw_n 1oth and left for
the Wonsan mines on the 13th: with a party of miners. There are now
: ﬁnigne:s(Amuns)attbmmimandMnHumexpectswdevote
his own time to making them a sticcess. We leamn that the matters in con-
nection with the Seoul-Chemulpo railroad are being attended to by Mr.
“Morse himself who is now in'New York city. We were indulging the hope-
that immediately on the arrival of Mr. Hunf work would be begun. It is
probable i i ited States about the change of stand-
ilver may delay definite action in regard 10 the railroad
jon next November., The promoters, however, have no
to begin work during the year.
ily, we started for a walk on the city wall.
“came to the part to the rear of the French legation (there are
feet Jeft) in addition to our usual feeling of indignation at the nar-
i had 2 new di to encounter and
were overcome and had to return. It is reported of a certain
so many and varied it has a different
like the pri of giving ‘ex-
to say that we
bt ' ; are credibly in-
formed that the Korean Government protested at the time the barbed Wire
fenoewasmovedonwthedtywanandmwithinafewfeetofparng. but
o attention was paid to the protest. We pause again for words!

"BIRTH.

p In Chefoo, September 1oth, the wife of Mr. Alexander Kenmure,
of a son, ]
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ARRIVALS,
In Seoul, August, ut,.wﬁ.xr andlnfrsl.:_&IIJé)e Pokgow:hagzn:f- 1’3
Bryner, .August 17 Ginsburg, ., Septem tith, an
Mrs. S. A.F_Agofomlo;- 12th, Captain and Mrs. O, L. Radlow.
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