THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

OCTOBER, 1897.

“THE COREAN GOVERNMENT.”*

HE student of Korean history will accord this work a hearty
welcome, - Within the coversof this large quarto volune
of 192 pages, Mr. Wilkinson, whose extensive and exact

knowledge of the Chinese language, pre-eminently fitted him for
this task, gives us an insight mto the Korean Gevernment to be
found nowhere else. He haslaid everything under contribution
and bas spared o pains to make it an authentic and faitbfal
record of the events of the past three years. - The book is divided
into two parts. Part 1. explains in a satisfactory and full manner
the old syst-m of government and the abuses underit. Part IL.
treats of the Reorganised Administration and in it we find a
lacid presentation of the new system, the reformers proposed to
put in place of the old. Mr. Wilkinson's style is clear, judicial
and devoid of rhetoric. He is exceedingly careful i kis state-
ments and as one reads these pages, be feels that every assertion
has been verified and may be received as a fact.

After reading this book one cannot but admire the am-
bitious spirit of the ““reformers.” They were seemingly thor-
oughly acquainted with the deficiencies, or rather abuses of the
government, and like all true reforins their radical measures were
in quite & few instances a backward rather than a forward step.
That is to say, the law as recorded in the Dynastic. Institutes,
was originally a good one, but it had been abused and the spirit
of the original statute was lost in the excrescences that' were

* The Corean Government: Constitutional changes, July 1894 to Octo-
ber 1895. With an appendix on Subsequent Enactments to joth June 1896.
By W. H. Wilkinson, Late H.B. M.'s Acting (onsul-General in Korea,
Shanghai; Published at the Statistical Department of the Inspectorate Gen-
eral of Customns. pp. 192, Price £3.00, -
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permitted to grow over it. e confess that ont admiration for
the attempts put forth by the men who inaugnrated the refoims
grew as we read the caefully digested enactments presented by
Mr, Wilkinson. And this notwithstanding the fact that our
author was niver charged with being a violent admirer of the
reformers.

The Korean Government, as everybody knows, was mod-
elled largely on that of the Ming Emperors of China (1368—1643),
1t was patriarchal. The king’s power was absulute both in theory
and in practise. He was assisted -in the administration of affairs
by three high officers—the Prime Minister. or Minister of the
Center and the Senior and Junior or Ministers of the Right and
Lefi respectively .“These threc were known collectively as the Sam
Kong, or Three Dukes.” There were six administrative Boards
=Civil Office, Revenue, Ceremwonies, War, Funishments and
Public Works. Each of the Boards was presided over by a Pre-
sident or Panso; a Vice President or Champan and these were
aided by & number of lower officials After Korea had made
treaties with foreign nations, two new departments were organi
—the Home Office and the Forcign Office. The latter was briefly
known as the Oi-i-mun, tho the official title was the somewhat
elaborate one of “Board for General Cuntrol of Diplomatic and

Commercial matters.”

From the beginning the Home Office tended to draw to itself all admin-
istrative power. It hasbr its President a Cabinet Minister, and one of its
Vice-Presidents, in July 1894, on the eve of the changes about to be described,
was the notorious Min Yeng Chyun. The. latter is a cousin of the Queen,
whose family name was Min and he was at that time the most powerful sub-
ject in the kingdom. His relatives beld a number of lucrative and influen-
tial positions, both in the capital and in the provinces, of which they availed
themselves to fieece the people. Some check on their rapacity was afforded
by the existence of the Tai Won Kun, the king’s actual father, who was un-
3m°:edd. to be opposed to the ‘Queen’s party,’ as the Min clan. were often

escri \

M. Wilkinson describes saccinctly the nine classes into which
officials in the :;'Sht provinces were divided. The five fortresses
he says were “independent of the provincial government, tho not
altogether of the Governor.” These fortresses were Song-do, the
capital under the last dynasty, Kang-wha, which was made a
fortress in 1627 ; Kwang-ju, 1795 ; Su-won, 1793 ; and Chun-chun.
Mr. Wilkinson might have added that all of these places were at
.one time or another like Song-do, scats of royal residence.

The provincial forces were military and paval. The “horse
and foot” as the land forces were known had six grades; the naval,
five. In 1598 sfter the expulsion of the J apanese invaders & new
post, that of Lord High A}miml was created with head-quariers



THE COREAN GOVERNMENT. 363

in the Kyeng-sang province but who was likewise charged with
the defean of the Chul-la and Chung-chong provinces. He came
later to be known by the title of “Generalissimo of the Three Pro-
vinces.” “The appointment was considered one of the most lucra~
tive in the kingdom, its possession for three years, as the Korean
saying went, providing a fortune for as many generations.” :
ur author gives the new information that the navy “origin-
ally employed three classes of vessels, the great, the mginm, and
the galliass, with crews of eighty, sixty, and thirty men respeo-
tively. The names were subsequently changed to ‘%attle-ship,’
‘guard-ship,’ ‘war-ship’ with a number of other designations.”
Some five pages of vol. IV. of “Dynastic Institutes” are taken up
with the particulars. The Korean navy for the past 200 years
has consisted of a few useless junks and it is the same to-day.

The army and its composition, the appointment of officials
with several interesting paragraphs on the civil serviceand mili-
tary examinations of which we heard and saw s0 much in ante-
bellam days; and ~arious institutions more or less modern are
mentioned and briefly described. :

In the chapter “Abuses under the Old System” we bave
an able discussion of the grievances inveighed against. These
Mr. Wilkineon considers under several classes, as social, fiscal,
judicial and administrative. We can in the space allowed us
perbaps not do better-than limit ourselves to tbe first of these
classes. Under social abuses the reformers dealt with the dis-
tinction between the patricians and plebeians; changes in dress,
bats, robes, chairs and other insignia; slavery; mountebanks,
- butchers, couriers, priests and nuns; marsdages, and graves. Six
pages are devoted to the discussion of these several subjects. A
careful and concise statement of the case under discussion is
given first and then the relief proposed. Where can you find a
Lclearer and more condensed account of the yang-3an than in the
following:

The present found Korean officialdom divided into two pax, or
companies, that of the east and that of the west, the former comprising the
civil and the latter the military officers of the realm. Since the policy of the
new rulers was to discourage the military spirit and to conform more closely
1o the Chinese ideal of the subservience of arms to letters, the sys-gan or west-
ern company, fell into disrepute; indeed no intermarriage was itted be-
tween its members and those of the eastern. As, however, the kingdom was
still served by the military as well as.civil officers, the expression yang-ban
‘the two companies,’ passed into the Janguage as a convenient term for of3c-
ials at large. Officers who had done the state good service were gzmed lands,
the revenues from which would provide for their descendants thro a definite
number of generations. A pension of this kind was known as sye~ro£ or

hereditary emolument. Their descendants, thus enriched, acquired thereby
the status of yang-ban, which began to be used as a courtesy title.also for the
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themselves precluded, from in commerce or in manual work other
than husbandry. The yang-day, in were the drones of the community,
for whose support the artisans and traders bad to provide * * # # % A cuh
mmhdgmnu&ebyvhkhh&kdeedstohpdmld one of the
aristocracy the name of the seller was either omitted a'rephtelj by thatof a
bond-servant; in no Korean title deed is the name of the duyer ever inserted.
Tomeuﬂxemanyandincrusingevﬂsofmissystemksolmion3was
abolishing all class distinction. This was confirmed
the cath of the King, that ‘men shall be employed for office without re-
gard to origin. Atthesamﬁmtheself-imposeddisabﬂiﬁuoftheupper
dasameremovedbyakaohﬁwus)wbichnuowedmiudoﬂiciﬂsof
. whatever rank to in trade, while the slur on the profession of arms
mukenawaybygdogma(ks.u that equal honor attached to civil
and to military service. .

In this ample and satisfactory way every subject to which
the reformers applied themselves is treated. A miap of the twenty
three provinces into which the country was divided is given.
Tbree indices, two in English and one in Chinese, are given
which enhaoce the value of the book.

In part IT, “The Reorganised Administration,” we notice
the reformers changed and-raised the titles of the royal family.
As this is a subject of interest just now, we quote Mr. Wilkin-
son’s comments in fuoll.

mmw,m«ahmdﬁexmkoyalhmﬂyw
2 level with that of China.- Oang - usually rendered “Prince;’ is an older
hmofilnqgg ‘Empemr.‘tho'akmtmaihysappliedtothespm'
eigueitherofﬂ:ino:]apan. Its use in the above Memorial is Japanese
rather than Chiness; for In written Japanese the word ‘Imperial' is trans-.
lated by Zvi 55, the word O, or, as the Koreans read it, Oang. Oung, then,
is to be construed here as the adjective 'Royar)ownﬁndi to the clumsy.

i : fw‘King’c:ﬁsedbythehgslmoﬁhé Brli'gsh'l'rqtyu.?it

ina (1842). Thus Oang-fo equals ‘Queen,’ just as Hoang-Ao equals
"Empress.’ In applying the term #¢ 1 as the designation of their Queen.
&exmofthgpasthad admitted that she was of no higher rank than.

tbeSeniwConcublmnﬂheChMeEmpemr; by now styling her 4o they
phoehaonalwelwiththewifeo(thatsovaﬁm
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EVANGELISTIC REPORT OF PYENG-YANG
STATION.®

} N order that our work may be understood as & whole, I
] bave taken it up uuder the following outiines:

CrTy WORK.

Since_beginning work in” the city of Peyng-varg, it has
ever been our aim, for which we bave earnestly striven, to have
all our work pervaded by a syirit of unity, and to gam this end -
we have worked upon the plan of having one central church,
where all the Christians of the city and neighboring villages
could gather once each Sunday in a general service. This ser-
vice is beld in tbe afternoon. Besides this general service, we
bave in the morning just as many Sunday-echools as the work
demards and as we are able to lock after. We have now five
Sunday-schools Sunday morning.
~_Experience now for two years bas taught us that the plan
is admirable for the developement of a spirit of unity. No
matter bow many separate Sunday-schools we have, the one
geperal service brings all our people together, and makes them
feel they are one.

- _The main church this year has paid its own expznses and
besides it pays the salary, eight dollars a month, of one man
who does the work of a city evanselist and also n:akes trips
into the surroundirig ccuntry.” Besides this the church pays
two dollars a month toward the salary of a man who is at work
on the Sun-an circuit. - 1t bas also given aid five times to small-
er circuits in the country to help buy and erect buildings. I
wish to-say bere the church does this without apy aid from the
missionaries. Of course’ we always put something into the tol-
lection, but’ ot more than ten cents apiece and often not that.

Last winter our building again grew too small and this
srring the question of enlargement was forced upon vs. We
could not make any farther addition to the old building and we
did not want to start a new church in another part of the city
88 this would tend to destroy our spirit of unity and just what
to do was a problem to which we gave much thought. There

®*Read at the annual meeting of the Presbyterian mission by the
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scemed only one way to solve the question and that was to eep-
arate the men and women, temporarily, until we were able to
build a cburch large enough to accommodate them all. Tbis
solution was not satisfactory, but it was the best we could devise,
In the spring I had bought a building with private funds ex-
pecting to tear it down for the timber and tiles it contained,

Soon after the trade was made the idea occurred to us to
make this new building into & woran’s church and thus gaic
enlarged quarters. Next Sunday the question was presented to
our people and we asked them for enough'money to alter the
building and put it in shape 8o the women could use it for- a
church. We bad an entbusiastic meeting and in less than
twonty minutes eighty dollars were raised, which was afterwards
increased to $ 97.65, and this was ample to alter the build-
ing giving a small balance toward.a fund for the purchase of the
entire building; and this the chuich people asked that they
might be allowed to do in time.

Now each Sunday the women meet bere and the men
down at the old building.. Our quarters are now sofficient for
present needs. But we are looking forward with longing to.
the time when we can all meet together again in a church large
enough to bold us. The woman’s service is held thirty minates
earlier than the men’s and this has enabled me to attend both
services most every Sunday.

This spring our people read in the Christian News about
funds being sent to India to relieve famine sufferers, so they
came to me and asked if they. could not also contribute some-
thing. I agreed to forward anything they might give we, but
intentionally refrained from baving anytbing to do with the
matter for I was anxious to see just what they would do. As
& result they cootributed $49.80 which was forwarded.

At Christmas time $20.00 were contributed, half of whick
waa used for an entertainment for the children, and the other
balf for the benefit of the prisoners in jail. We visited the two
jails giviog each prisoner a book and enough money to buy a
Chrisimas dinmer. This not only bad an excellent effect on
our people, but the next day the whole trwn was agog with the
watter, and the general verdict seemed to be that the Christians

ad done a very commendable thing.

Of the five Sunday-schools, one has been in charge of Dr.
Wells, one in charge of Mr. Whittemore, one in charge of Mrs.
Liee, and two in my own charge, one at the residence and one
outside the South Gate. At the residence the aitendance has
averaged from seventy-five to ninety.- The school outside the
South Gate is small as yet, and has an attendance of from tep
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to fifteen. On Saturday afternoon we have a teachers' riceting
at my study, which the teachers of all the schools atte i, and
any one else who feels so inclived. Nearly every Suturday the
room is uncomfortably crowded.

We have used most of the year the lesson sheets printed
by Dr. Underwood.

The money contributed this year by the Pyecg Yang
church amounts to $314.95.

CounTRY WORE.

1. Eastern circuit.

This is the district east of the city and bere we have only
two places where Christians meet on Sunday. One is twen-
ty-five & away ard the otber one bundred. At Kang Chin,
the one hundred & place, the people own their own church
building. This place is interesting from the fact that the work
bere is due to several Christians who fled to this place at the
time of the war. L

This circuit has been visited once by Mr. Whittemore and
I together, and once by Mr. Whitteniore aloné.

2. Westera circuit.

This is the district west of the city and takes in territory
from Pyeng-yang to the sea. Last year we reported one place
bere where Christians met on Sunday, and this year we report
seven. 1 have visited the district twice, and Mr. Whittemore
has also made two visits. I have been simply by the
people from this district to come and visit them, but as yet
have been unable to do so.

WHaNe Har Crrcurr,

I have visited this district three times this year, once in
oompuiny witthr.he Whittemore qndrftmoe' alone. One of the
tri made for the purpose of performing a marriage cere-
moP:y and at that time wvisited only one church. The work
has grown far beyond our expectations. Last year we report-
ed six places where Christians met every Sunday to worship
God, and this year we repcrt thirty-one. On my last trip I
spent almost all my time visiting new places and then was
pot able to go to them all. The seed sowing in this district
which bas yielded such a barvest bas been done principally
by two Korean Christians. These men receive no money
the mission and none irom the churches. They support them-
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selves and seem to preach from the love of it. At one time
during the year a little ‘jealousy arose between them and thexze
was some talk of this being. this one’s church, and this being the
otber one's church~ the same 0ld question over again that Paul
‘had to-contend with. It caused me much anxiety for if allowed
to go on it meant the destruction .of the gpirt of unity in that
on of our field. God in his gnodness gave us a solution to
matterand the men became as they had been, warm friends
The needs of this portion of our work are very great. The
people are very ignorant, but they are simply hungry for in-
struction in spiritual things and unless this instruction be given
them I know not into what error they may fall. Whang Hai
should have a resident missionary and that right soon. ILast
year I thought the Anak magistracy the place for a station, but
this year the work has spread so that the ’ of Chai
Ryong seews much beiter situated, as it is y in the center
of the work. . )
This circuit bas been vizited once this year by Mr. Miller

on. his way from Pyeng-Yang to Seounl.

Syouxn Ax Crecorr.

This circuit hids been visited only once and that was in
February. I had planned to make another trip, but was un-
able to doso. The time I had to give to house building made
it to cut off some of the itinerating work. This dis-
trict bas also received a rich blessing. There are now seven
church-buildings and beside these there are ten other places
where there are small groups of believers. These people have
given this year $147.00 toward self-support. ‘

GraEAM LEE,
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KOREAN FROVERBS.
«~ontinued from the August number).

34. HEH 422

“The apotl:iecary Glled out the prescription after the friends
.of the patient had ussun:ed monrning.”

This 1s ano'her way of iaking the statement that the best
of things is us-less if it cowes 100 late. Tlis refererice to the
medical profession is what we n ight expect in Kored, for in days
gone by Korea was fa:nous for its achievements in that science.

35. @ A o} F R A<}

Of tize san e teror is the proverb “Mend the siable afier the
horse is lost,” which has its exact counterpart-among onr own
English proverbs,

36. el Z V| stEH A 22 H

Avptleer inelexynt :metapkor which is a5 expressive as inele-
gant runs thus, “If a wan spit straight up the spittle will {ai]
back on hiii s+l1,” which corresponds somewhat to our exyression
“caught in his own trap” but has a hroadermeaning. It imp'ies
that the reflex influence of every u ean and selfish deed is worse
than its direct influence.

37, 519 % 1) 429 32 20| B
. “Hyou try toeat luead wi.n lying down you will get flour
In your eves.” -

There ute several Loints about this proverb that require
espianetion.  In the frst place theie is no bread, progperly
speakmg, m tre anong Koreans. They make a beavy dough
of rice flenr avd i il it a little or broil it enough to brown the
outside. Itisscld in volls about a foot lorig and an irch in
diammeter ard each ro'l is heaviiy dusted with floor so that if a
LET=0n nere {0 iy Lo €as it while lying down the trutb of this
ver: weuid tecunie evident. It méens that the mar who is
bert on (iiding evervthing in lile jlessari ard agreeable will
he disappointed. Lying dowr is the essiest posture and eating
bread is an agreeabie cccuration but the nyan who tries to enjoy
both at tke saie tirce finds tbat it does not work. It has some-

. £~ o
R L et RS L
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thing of the meaning of our saying “Let well enougli alone.”
It is commonly used of men whe are tryizg to “take it easy”
when they work or who are always looking for work which is
both light and remmunerative.

38. QWA
Of women who act in too masculine 2 manner cr wlo
arrogate to therrselves some of the prerogatives of the other sex

or who try to rule their husbands it is said “The hen crows.”

39. §ERIH4 LA EF 222 REFUH A
waie}
oo

“Worins may eat away the heart without its beine known

but the prick of a finger calis for immediat : attention.”
_ This saying means the san:e and is fully as expressive as
the old Arabian proverb, “Straiz at a gnat &nd swallow a camel,”
but it also has reference to making clean “the outside of the

platter.” . Superficial evils must be overcome even the the heart
i8 rotten,

40. FN ¥+ 3 5]}

- *Cut off a wart and it becomes a tamor.”

In trying to get out of ove difficulty ope is likely to get in-

to a greater one still. We bhave the exact counterpart of this
in the expression *“‘Jump from the frying-par: it to the five.”
The Koreans evidently subscribe to the doctrine that it is *“better
to bear theiills we bave than fly to others that we know pot of,”

4. TH =¥ 2] 3H| Y8z}
“Altho the crab is boiied pull off bis legs and eat tlem first.”
The Korean means by this that altho the crab is i all prob-
ability already dead yet by pulling off his legs you will abso-
lutely insare his not escaping yon. In other words it makes
“assurance doubly sure.”

42. Ao} ax) ol T =3 2] 23
“Yoa can’t bave a large valley without first baving a large
mountain.” .
This is a rather neat way of saying that you cannot expect
great things of a wran of emall caliber.  No man will aount to
much unless, as we commonly say, “it is 1n hir.”

48. LG =] el 5| % A o] 3H41 & e}
“Even tle badgehog clai:ns that its young are siuooth and
graceful.”
Can anything illustrate better the alnmicst universal tendency
in menZto magnify the value of one's own things? To say the
least of it there are few men who take pains to show that their
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yachts or raccrs make pooicr tiine than other people's, or that
their partics are less successiu or that their general inyorrance
in the commiunity is jess. On the other band every riar bas to
look out for hunseif tor it iz as true in Korea us cvirywhere elge
in the world that in the iong run the public seidom respects a
man much wore thax he respects Limself.

44. HHlo LT w2] &
“Will a bullcck lor s feast when a fov! would suffice.”
This emplasizes the fcliv of n.akine teo nnuel of a small
thing. The resuit is rot  onanerserale with the means,

15. A|§-#t Z o) 28} 9} 5o}

“Two leviut:uns. fght and even tie whale is erushed be-
tween thew,” siiows tie iroi'y of fate; cne man crushed |etween
two others who are quarrejlitic.

An innocent n:an is injured by a quarr i between two other
men, tho e himself is nct a party to it.

6. SO A 8% A8 2o A 25

“The n.an who is insuit'd in Tongjagi waits till he gets to
Sopinggo before he scowls back.” ;

This proverb reminids us of Uncie Remus and how ecarefal
bre’r rabbit was to j ut a good space etween bimself and bre’s fox
beiore indulging i anv “back i1alk,” Is Kcorea no river has the
saimne narue throughout jis whole course Lut it has a difierent
name in every district thre wlich is asses. These two flaces
called Topgiaar ar:u Sopinggo are cortiguous districts along the
Han river. ‘L'he application is obvivis._

47, F A aEA E Q) o 28

The folly of the vonug nan Wio squanders in ove short
mepth the earmings of yoers iz ¢fiteirizan i the bmuble bus
pitoy sa i3 “Be shells  «l] iz i eicn secds and then ate tkem
at one moutbful.”

8. £ZH-2E 23}

“ThLe man who eals the 5:1t must drink the wa'sr" means
that each peiscu: Lin scll. 1.ust sulier the results of the folish
things be dous. Itemplasiz s what we call nature’s retribution.

50. X} A = u}

“That is itke bui'ding 4 house teside the road,”

This prevab is quite lest on uvs except we look at it
through isorean exes. It i: eans that when a man begins to
bulld a bonse beside o> vral 'n the counkty every one that
comes along sto) x wid inakes coaments about the gereral plan
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of the house or the materials or the manner in which the work
is being done, and offers suggestions as to changes which he
thinks ought to be made, and the builder listens to the sugges-
tions ai:d keeps changing so often that be makes little or ro
progress in the work. This expression is one which Koreans
make use of when people persist in giving uvasked and unde-
sired advice.
L' WpL & 3 9} A) 2k}
“He makes believe that his gourd flower is a hyacinthb.”
The application of this proveil 15 evident. The Koreans
plalit gourds at every available point. It is not uncommon g
see the vines completely covering a thatched rouf, with immecse
whit gourds banginy here and there. They are vot used as
fuod but are cut in two und the two halves are dried and used
as .ippers and ladles,
52 FYLEF VoS YE a7 =35

“He not only did pot give to the beggar bus even broke
his begging bowl.”

"~ 'I'nis 18 applix to one w.io, usked to du a favor, responds
by oing an injury. The bowl referred to is the one” which
Buddbist priests carry to receive the offerings solicted from
door to door. ’

That the Koreans are mo mean students of human nature
is evinced by the following proverb.

53 F 2|4 o] T ok &=t

“Never beg from s man who has once been a priest and
has gone back to the world ? _

The Buddhist monasteriesare the only almshouses of Korea
and all priests are beggars and so the proverb ineans, *“Do not beg
from a man who has ouce bexn a beggar himself.” It wight be
difficult to show just why a wan who was once a beggar would
not give to a beggar. It is a rather tine metaphysical proble:u.
If it is true, it may be because a 1wan whose self-respect was
too small to preveut Liw from becowing a public beggar would
not probably be generous enough to give to a beggar. It often
bappens tbat those peopie are the mo-t intolerant of the mis-
fortunes and mistakes of others, who have at some time been
the victi:ns of those same misfortunes and rnistakes.

54 2] < o] 3 2}
- “What is the use of shoeing a dog.”

A dog carries no burdens and so the expecse of shoeing
him would be quite thrown away. It is the equivalent of our
“’casting pearls before swine.”” ‘This saying of ours would easily
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take vect in Eorre ‘ndging from the slvrdence of Lotk fhe
objects  hich it Juentious. 2

. 2379

“He is a toad in a well.” A

Tlis i & n.ore exypressive than complimentary way of
descritivg a Gell 1.an or an uneducated cne. The sballuwpesy
and rough, iiregelar stoning of Korean welle makes this pro-
verl neueh Jess jar-fetcled than it n-vst seem at fast sight to
Licse wio me eccustoned cnly to the deep wells of the Lome-
kiew.  Rerws wells are little niote than springs rougbly walled
up & tle suriace of the water is cften pot more than three
feit Lelew tie well-carb.

£ S -
“ BRAINE AN TGRE ARG M- o}

“lie wint and caughs tbe eropsy out of euvy for the fat
san.” i

t does vot tell why any cnc weuld ever envy a fat man
fus rie chesity, but if we set easile this paradex for a time we
vill sec that the Jroverh deseribes very jointedly these foolich
reople who eacrifice everything elee for viyle, or tbose who
Lavirg or.ce st their Leart upun a thieg are bound to gev it at,
whatever cost.

g PEEY

*“To £nd fault vith ike last inp.” :

It is coston ary i Kuier icr travelles to adnivisier a
wild 1eLuke 10 carcless 2:.d ivatieitive in.-keepers by innuendo.
Calling the negligent host, they begin to tell bim what pisera-
ble sccon:odation: ani service they jornd at the inn where
thes spent the previous right. Now a western inp-kee;er
would prekally flatter Lii: eeif that such 1emurks were calied
out Ly theccntrast Letwrer tbe otber inn and bis own. but not
go the Kore.n publican. Be kno e mtuitively that bLis CUest
is striking huu over the other inn-keeper's shoulder. Thig sug-
gests tbe nieaning of this saying. It mweans the same as our
expression “To strike one perscir over ~1:ther’s shoulder.”

H. B. HuLBERT.
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CHEMULPO.

HE port of Chemulpo was ggme& to foreign trade ard resi-
‘dence the 16th of June 1883, and on the 8d day of Novem-

ber following the Customs House cdme into operation.

This was in accordance with treaty agreement with Japan, for
the latter government in tbe Treaty of Kaugwha (Feb. 2€th 1876)
made provision in Arts. IV and V for the formal recognition of
Fusan and of two other ports ot then named on the east and
west ccasts of Korea, as the legal en#reposs to Koiea for Japanese
commerce.. For some timme Japan contented herself with Fusan,
for in her s dditional Articles, pegotiated at Seoul 24th Avugust
1876, the only mention to ports other than Fusan is in Art. VI
in conpection with sepulture, and the ports are still unnamed.
By 1882, however, Chemulpo was very clearly indicated as the
open pott on the west coast, and tho no formal stipulation bad
as yet opened it, we find that Admiral Shufeldt, in negotiatirg
the United States Treaty, refers to it as already open in the article
giving the Korean government tbe right to imyosc an embsrgo
on the exports of grain in case of threatered famine. The
language of the treaty is as follows: “But it is to be understood
that the export of rice and breadstuffs of evcry description is

hibited from the open port of Jincbuen” 4 }}]. Thistrea

g:s negotiated th 22nd May 1562 at Ch&l}{é, but not m:i’;
fied until the 19th of May 1883, at S6ul. Cn the 6th of Jupe
1882 Vicr Admiral Geo -Csmanney Willes, on i cbalf of Great
Britain, cccluded the Treaty of Jenchren with Korea, which
being ap cxact copy of the American treaty coni-‘ns tbis clause
about the open joit of Jinchuen wvesdatini. The tresty. being
unsatisfaciory te the Evglish government, was not ratfied but
gave way to the Tieaty of £6ul signed the 20tk Nov. 1883 and
ratifications exchanged at Soul 28th April, 1384, The Ist clause
of Axt. IV of thi. treaty mertions Cherulpo by name, this being
the first upgea.r.mce of the port under tﬁ:t pame in a foreign
treaty. In tbe neantime while the Amcricans were iaking themx
time in ratifying Jbeir treaty and the English were getting uncer
way a treaty which stipulated sometbing definite, the Japanese
shepﬁi in and provided the neceseary legal status, definitely fxing
the location of the open port on the west coast at Chemulpo.
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Mr. Hanabusa, Japanese Minister-Resident at S3al on hehalf of
Japan, and the Korean gevernment represented by Yi Chuwén
anl Kim Hongjip 1cet at Ckemulpo and negotiated the Conven-
tion of Jenckuen, which provided for the opening of Chemulpo,
and which was sitned at that point Ang. 30th 1882 and the
ratifications exchang>d at Tokyo the 31st of the following Oct.
This Convention fixed the treaty limits for two years at fifty Ko-
rean Z, after which time tbe limits were to be extended to 100 4.
Thus, bad not the capital been opened by other provisions, this
articleby locating S6ul within the 100 4 of Chemulpowas sufficient
to throw open the metropolis. The fitty 4 limits were formally
defined by an agreement entered into in July {25th) 1883 by the
Japanese Minister Takazoye and the President of the Korean
Foreign Office, Min Yongmok. The port of Chemnulpo was made
to include the districts of Anscan, Sibeung and Kwachdn on the
east, Yangchon and Kimpo on the northeast ard Kangwba
on the north  Thiz agreement was followed iminediately by
another one tbe 30th September 1883, giving the Japanese their
present coneession at Chermnulpo.

It will thus be seen that the negotiations leading to the opeu-
ing of Chemulpo were extended over a period of about sever years.
" The term Jincliuen and Jenchuen, bv which tiie port was known
in the earlier treaties, referred to the prefectural citv, bat this
being four miles away froin the nearast barhour facilities iwas
impracticable. Ar first, before the present site was sclected facing
the sea, the Japancse traders, vrho came but rarcly to this eaction
to trade, had their headquarters at Mansokdong near what is
now the Foreign Cemetery. Here cnce in a while a Japanese
merchant would come ina junk chiefly for the purpose, it is said,
of purchasing gold ‘dust. When . Adwiral Shofeldt made his
treaty there were only a few miserable fishicg buts on the site
of the present large city of Chemulpo. It is said that the spot
where the American treaty was negotiated was on the hillside on
what is now enclosed in the compound of the residence of the
Commissioner of Customs. Dissatisfied with the lay of the land
it is reported that it was the Admiral’s idea to Jocate the foreign
concession on what is now Rose Island, It is well for the Ad-
miral’s fame that this project was never realized.

The port of Chemulpo thus opened is sitnated at the
head of the gulf Imperatrice and at the mouth of the Han river.
It derivesits nrain importance from the fact that it is tbe near-
est seaport to the rational capital. In fact, as will be seen
later, it stood in this relation to Soul for centuries previous
to its being formerly opened by treaty stipalation to foreign
residence. There are two methods of communication with tbe
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capital. First, by the overland route twenty-six miles thro o
delightiul country and cver a road which is ordinarily passuble
to ponies, ox-carts, bicycles, jinriksnas aud :nan chairs, but
which in the rainy season becomes useless. For tuen the ¥an
overflows its banks and part of the rcad rear Sdéu! is nnier
water while the whole is so coft and :nudév as to be iinpassibile,
This road crosses rapid streams which at this sexson ere swollen
into violent torrentsand not s year passes but zome Koeen losea
his life in the attempt to crass thein.  Goods are transported on
tbie road on pory back, taking about ten hours to make b dis-
tanee, or by bull carts in which case the time consumed stretcies
ont to two or even throe dags. The Chinese iieve inipovied
Peking carts and :onles whict are much used by their nationals,
Fasmengers over this mad ganerally po by chair with fio  iour
to eight bearers a3 costing from foar to sixt: en Gollars 2econing
to- the time of year sod tbe extent to wbich they are At the
merey of the coolies. I'ouics inay be secured fro. Kareans
but no saddles. Ths mode is m favor with Japanse and
Chinese who load their goode and bageage it (be form of &
. pack on the borse and ride on top of it, This costs from one
tc three dollars. A jinvikshas to Sbel costs about five dollars,
To those who have bicycles the road is passable, the record ran
baving been mrade by na:ai oflicers in one bour and fitty-five
minates, the next best being in 1wo “nours and fifteen tinutes.
The other merbod of communication with Sdul is by
meaus of the Han river. This is one of the largest and most
uistoric of the rivers of Korea. Starting onr the eastern slopes
of the great range of ruoantuius, whica rises like Titanic ma-
sonr. slong the eastern coast-of Korea the Han flows across
alwost the entire bremdih of the peninsula, drainine with its
trbutaries the provinces of Kangwon and Kyeng Keui and part
‘of Cbung Chong, and finally empiving its wud 1y waters mito
tne Yellow Sea. The nationa: cavizal is situated virtua'ly oo its
banks and in its valley e son:e of the 1icuest districts of the
realnr  The jin: epse tida which enters it at Chern:iuljo ascends
beycod the canital to which the larest tunks, and steavers of
lizht Jdrafe, four to six feet, can ascend at nigh water. Teyord
5011 18 is navigable for 135 miles by siail pative omft, the
head of navi ration being ranmed to ' TS0 jast alinv,. soa lavel®
No leas thap 176 witages were counr:d om us banks above
Séal. The mouth of thiz river i3 in the formn of a delta  Atout
twenty-five wiles above Chenmnipe the river divides on phe resd
of the large island of Kang wha, ove Lranch flowmyz Lo tlhe
west of the island direct into the Yellow Sea, au the othier sould
® Up the Han, by Rev. F. S. Miller. Korean Repository 1896 p.p. 66-72-
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irto the gulf Ir:peratrice at Chen.ulpe. 1,500 years ago thig
river fcrmed par: of Lie Loundary ine between tus . kiugocius
of Prikiay and Shilia en the scuth and Bekurnid or the sertel
Lvortresses guarded its banks of whice the remains stili exis:s in
mountain retreats like Namkan ad Fuélian pear Soul and the
Munkak Sensong at Chemulpo, and fierce and bloody were the
struggles at its tords.

The terminal point for the river commuuication between
Chemulpo and Soul is at Yongsan, fifty-three miles above
Chemulpe ard four miles out from S0al. This makes the
t« tal distance from: Chemulpo to Séul by the river route
to be fifty-seven miles, tbe great disparity between it
and the overland route (twenty-six iuiles) being due to the
fact that the two routes make a triangle, the land route taking
the base and the water 1oute going round the apsx of the
triangle. In spite of the large shoals and ‘sand-banks every
w here, the beavy tide which rolls in from the sea renders the
large fleet oi cargo boats which are owned ip Chemulpo inde-
pendent of wind and weather, and vast quautities of goods are
carried tc Soul, and to points along the river by Japanese, Chi-
nese and Korean junks and by sampans. The first regular

-steam navigation on the Han began in 188S. In June of that
year sowe enterprising Koreans at Chemulpo organized a com-
pany and bought at Osaka two wooden launches o which they
gave the name of Yongsan and Samko. The company itself
took the name of the Sasmi/o Hoisa from the local name of the
Soul terminsl which is variously known as Sawtke, Samgai,
Samkang and Mapu. The following year the Chackang was
added to the Han niver fleet and ran mitil the night of Sept 30th
1888 when it struck a rock thirty miles below Séul and became
s total wreck, no lives being lcst. " The navigation of the river
in those days was something of a lottery for tne time cousamed in
makiug the trip from Soul to Chemulpo or vice versa was hkely
to be from eight vo thirty hours. This traffic has now passed
into the hands of a Japanese firm at Chemulpo who rus; a steam-
er each ‘way every day, one making the distancein five and a
balt bours and the other in six hours. Being dependent on the
tide tbe time of departure 18 often during the midnight hours,
rendering it 1ost inconvenient for passengers. A steamer draw-
ing two feet of water, such as may.be seen ou the Obio and
Mississippi. rivers would remedy =1l this.

The barbour at Cheruulpo is not a success. It is com
of an inner and outer division, the island of HWolm: do (Rose
Island) eeparating the twwo. The outer barbour is large ard
comm. Gious affurding good anchorage and ample accommo-
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dations for the largest ships. Butitisover 5 niile from the land-
ing place with which communication is only rossible ordinarily
with & favorable tide. It is bhere that ships of war and the
heaviest dianght steamiers are compelled to anchor. The Han
river, flowing thro a country cowu:posed larpely of decayed
granite, bas washod down in sue course of centuries vast quan-
tities of silt. This silt has been deposited in vast beds about
the mouth of ike river foru:ing great stretches of mud-bank
about the harbour, exp: sed at low water and exciting tke wonder
and disgust of the observer. ‘The inner barbour lies in the
channel of tbe river and affords but hmited accommodations,
certainly not more than five coasting steaniers can be conveni-
eutly bertbed in it. Scme fenrs Lave been expressed from tiine
to tune that it would finally. fill up and clcse. But on this peint
J. F. Schoenicke, Esq. Acting Cowminissioner of Custows 1o bis
annaal report for 1886 says:

“Altho the channels of the inner har! our afford but limited accommoda-~
tions, there were at one time five stcam vessels ranging from three tons to
820 tons safely working cargo and representing a total of over 2,000 tons. |
would add that the fear- so ofien expresssed that the harbour will silt up to
such an extent as to become useless are not entertained by me. The rush
of the tide which has a rise and fall of over thirty feet, with the force of the

currents, is in my opinion sufficient to keep open the channels, althongh
some sand-banks may shift and \ thers be formed in their stead.

The probable effect of the tide and current was well gauged by
Mr. Schoenicke for the capacity of the inner barbour remains
largely whatit wasin his day. In 1888 three beacons were
ercted to indicate the approaches to the barbour. At the lower
poitt of Rose Island just at the entrance to the inner barbour
18 a stone tidal beacon indicating the depth of water on the bar.
Nine miles out on Noith Watcher Rock is a stone beacon, while
on White Rock, fifteen miles from the outer harbour stands an
iron tripod which is sunuounted by a spherical cage. These
give notice of the appicach to the harbour. :
Chemulpo h+s both ‘telegraphic and steam con:munication
with the whole wcrid. Korean and Japanese telegrapbic lines
run to Fusan wbere ti.ere is cable communication with Naga-
saki, There is also a line runuing by way of Pybng-vang and
Wiju to Peking, and thence to a cablc connection at Shanghai.
The Nippon Yusen Kaisha, the Osaka Shosen Kaisba, and
the Russian Steam Navigation Comypany in the East, all run
lines of steamers to Chemulpo, as did also the China
Merchant’s Steara Navigation Co, until the Japan-China war.
Thusdirect connection isbad with Vladivostock, Kobe, Sbanybai,
Tientsin and Newchwung. When the new ports are opened it
is reported that the Usaka company will run their steamers
rom here to Chinampc in the north. “The distance from Che-
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mulpo to the vanous points by sea is as follows: Fusan 400
miles; Wonsan ((iensan) 704 ; Viadivostock (via Fugan) 1084
miles; Nagasaki direct 446, via Fusan 605. Chelco 290 : Tient-
gin 585; Newchwang 635; Shanghai via Chefoo660, direct ahout
300; Nagasaki and Shimonaseki may both be 1eached from
Chemulpo direct in forty-eight Lours, and Shanghai in a little
over thirty bours.

The name of Chemulpo signifies a port for commercial dis-
tribution. and such it is. as regards Korea. Pydng-yang in the
portk: and Kunsan in the scuth may hoth be reached by steamer
in twentv-four hours. The journey to Song-do may be made
from bere in 2 sampan in seven hours. and the preat Whanghai
magistracies of Pyéng-can, Yén-an, Paik-chén and Haija may
be reached by the same nieans nnder favorable conditions in
twenty-four to thirty homs. This certral Jocation withi its con-
tiguity to the capiral will always make the port ari imporiant
distnbatirg center.  Political troubles in 1R84, drought in 1885,
and cholera in 1836 retarded progress and somewbat paralysed
business at first, but there-has been a steadv growth ever since.
The import trade is made up largely of cotton goods including
grey shirtings, lawns, nushns, Lenos, Chinese Nankins, and
‘Japanese piece-goods. Silk piece-goods, kercsene and watches,
are also imported in large quantities, while the government
mint brings into this port, copper, spelter and lead. Rice,
beans and cowhides form the principal items of export. The
total trade for 1985 was $1,042.662; in 1895 this bad increased
to $6,325,724. Tn 18R5 the total amount of revenue collected
bas $79,205 while in 1895 it rose to.$435,509.. Rice at the
present tine is one of the most immportant articles of expoit, and
large quantities of it are purchased hy the various trading firms
at Chemulpo, and shipped to Japan. Two large rice cleaning
establishinente are inaintained at Chemulpo,—ong under Japan-
ese auspices with steam power stamping macﬁines, and the
other maintained but Messrs. Townsend and Co., and which is
fitted with the most improved miachinery. The difference be-
tween the general level of affairs in Korea and the Occident is
well illustrated bv the difference between theold Korean meth-
od of clearing rice by a mortar and pestle or eledge run by
buman biceps and tbe almost perfect mschipery of this latter
mill. * Maosr ¢f this rice comes from "the four west coast prov-
inces of Kyong-keni, YWhang-hui, Chung-iong and Cbulla and
is generully carvied in native junks. "Of these junks about 250
enter the port every month and are under the direct supervision
of the Korean officials. These junks vot only carry rice but
also do a general coast wise trade.
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There are four settlements at Chemulpo. (a) The general
foreign settlensent which is under the covtrol of a ninnicipal
council composed of the consuls, the Korean Superintendent of
Trade and three representatives of the landholders; (b & ¢)
the Japanese and Chinese concessions under the oversicht of
the respective consuis, and (d) the Korean town. In 1833 the
foreign settlements reported 146 houses while the Korean town
bad only 120 houses and a populaticn of 700. TIn 1%97.this
had increased to a fotal foreign population of 4374 (Japanese,
Chinese, foreigners), and a Korean population ‘of betwe n ten
and filieen thousand. In 1838 land was sold iur $6:.00 per
100 sq. meters being ten times the price in 1884. Ry 1893t
had appreciated to forty or fifty times its origina! value.

Chemulpo is the chief citv, and at one tinve for a fes n:ontha
was the magisterial town, of the Inchéa prefecture. In fact the
port is probably better kuown abroad by the name of Inchén

than by its proper name of Cbemulpo. The characters 47 JI|
‘pronounced /n-ckén by the Koreans are pronounced by the Ja-
panese /msen and under this name the port is listed in the
steamer schedules. These characters are pronounced Jenchkuan
by the Chinese, and it is by this name tbat the pr rt is known in
the treaties and in the Customs publications The town of
Inchdn is about four miles past of the port and is a sniall and
unattractive place. The settlement at this point, however, is a
very ancient one. About the year B. C. 18 the two vounger
sons of the hero CEumong, who founded the dynasty of Kokaris,
left taeir paternal home in the north, and imitating the exainple
to their father came south to found kingdoms for then selves.
The younger, Onjo settled in' Chiksan and founded the kingdom
of Sipjé (Ten Comupanions). The elder, however, Firyu located
at the month of the Han, and built for himself a fortress and
capital on ihe top of the mountain soutb, and imimediately in
front of the present magistracy of Inchén. To this he gave the
name of Micbahol and to his kingdom the name of Michukuk.
The ruins of the wall still encircle the crest of Munhak san like a
chaplet and are in plain view both from the harbour and from
the surrounding country for miles. The old gate caseinents still
stand and at the highest point inside, from which theve is a

ificent view, the Koreans have erecled fire-sign: 1 altars.
Aftar the death of Piryu many of bis followers went sonth and
united with Onjo at Chiksan, the event being signalized by
changing the dynastic name from Sipjé to Daikié, under which
name the kingdom has filled a large place in Korean bistory.
The name of Inchdn was changed to Chisohol which it probably
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beld until the time of the Korea dynasty, when the town became
known as Sosongbydn. Yéjong, (A D, 1106—1123!, the 16th
king of that dynasty took lor his Queen Lady, Vi of Inctén
whige father Yi Chakyo:n beld the all yowerful post of mavor
of the palace at the Songde court. Queen Yi becare ihe
moti:er of the next king Injong, and in honem of this fact the
naise of the king /a was given to his mother’s Lirth place ard
the prefecture at the moutb of the Han becan:e /nju  Iu the
redistribution ot the land at the beginning of the present dvoasty
the pname of Inchéc was given w0 it and it wag made the seat
of a prefectural circuit.

The district, which includes the teriitories of the defunct
magistracy of Yongjong, is divided into ten cantonments, with
forty townsbips. It contains approxin:ately 250 square miles
of territury Onginally it was much larger for out of ite terri-
tories have been carved the prefectures of Nan6ng, Ansan and
part of Suwdn. Tts greatest exteusion is in a soutbeasterly di-
rection, th2 Ip'o Mi6n an islaud, being thirty- three miles away
from the town of Incl.0u. The district partakes of the peneral
character of Korea, being hillv. The scenery about the port is
lovely, the union of sea and mountain views to which often is
added a gorgeous sunset, excites tbe admiration of all visitors.
Meri san on Kangwha tbo twelve miles distant, looms up as tho
but a step away, while Kwanak san and PukYan san which erclosa
Séul between them may be seen from auy of the heights about
the porf. The peak on Yongjong is about 450 fret above the
sea level. Quite a number of islands are also included in the
junisdiction. The chif products of the district are grain, salt
and fish. The royal kitchen also levies on the district for chickeus,
clams and ice. There are twelve large fislieries in the waters off
Chemulpo and the extent.to which the salt refining industry is
carried on may be inlerred from the fact that there are 144
licensed salt refineries in the territories of Inchon. The land is
good for farming purposes and the people bave always been
regarded as a quiet, simple, straightforward folk easy to govern
and slow to insarrection. Of course this description is ot in-
tended to apply to contributions to the population from other
sections of the realm. The last census, of anse-dellum tirnes, and
which is undatel, gives the population as 4,699 males and 4,434
females, living in 5,414 houses divided into 502 dongs of five
houses each. This last is an adn.inistrative measure, for over
each dong is an elder who is reponsible for the bebavior of the
people under bis care The total population thus reported was
9,123. This bad increaged about 300 ger cens in 1896, when the
census showed 14,758 males snd 11,863 females, a total of 26,661.
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In the old days this pepulation was reeponsible for a contribu-
tion of 1,546 men to the national defence, divided into 8o many
different classes that it is fine testimony to the diversity of talent
among the people.  The land tax and domestic reveun= is not
publiclv known hut it cannot be far from $20,000; in cash value.
~ The district is pregided over bv a8 puyun or prefect of the first
order, who also holds the office of Lammni or superintendent of
trade. He genemlly resides at the Yamun in Cbemulpo. The
present puywn, Mr. Kang Whasedk, is the 344th incumbent in
the office since the founding of the dynasty. Im this long kst
appear manv names which have played important parts in
Korean historv. Locally the most famous were Yi Tansan
and bis son Yi Hentjo, who succeeded him in the office ahout
150 vears ago. Honorarv tablcts were erected to them in
the 86won or “Temple to Fame” at the magistracy and they
were reverenced until recent times when the temple was
destroved in common with all others of the same nature by onder
of His Highness, the Tai Won Kun. The memoirs of these two
prefects are appended to the local records. Five clans, wiz.,
the Ha. Kong, Man. Chai and Yi claim Inchdn as their origin.
The district has also had in times past its Filial Sons (%yoja)
and Consecrated Wives (ya/y@) to whom raval testimonials were
era:.ted. but these monuments have been lost in the pracese of
time. Thedis:irict contains neither mausolea nor monasteries. We
have already alluded to the signal-fire station irside the wall cf
Michubol on tae top of Munhak san. This was on of that line
of stations wkich, extending from mountain top to mountain top,
serv.ed the pu-pose of the telegraph in ancient days. The next
station south in the line i3 on Chéngwang san in Ansan ten
miles soutb. While north the next siation is in Pap’vong
tvyelvg m_iles nearer the capital. The old wall of Michahol
w:él;i;to signal-fire altars and its magnificent view is well worth
a visit. |
No review of Chemulpo would be complete which omit-
ted mention rf the roval mint. The ordinary currency of the
country has for reveral centuries consisted of copper cash pieces
with a sjuare hele in the center to string them together. In
l‘*S!i an atteropt was made to manofacture a silver cash piecs
at “ul. It wes circular and had an inscription like the old cash
and a center of ble enamel. It was in three denominaticns re-
presenting respectively fifteen, thirty and forty-five cents each.
These coing were made hy hand and the enan eling process was
80 expensive thev never cameinto circulaticn except arong nu-
muismabists. This was followed by the erection in 1884-85 of a
complete plant for a mint at Sdul to mannfactare coins after the
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pattern of those in universal circulstior. in the West. The cay-
per cons and oi:e half cent piecesoi which ouly a few thoussnd
were minted are to be found amocg the COins Low 31 Circu-
lation. The mint, however, for some reason never came itto
gaccessful operstion, and the expensive plant crected wis
allowed to remaic idle and the forcign emploies dismissed.
The next cHort was in 1891 which resulted in the estab-
lishrsent of the mint at Chemulpo. W. MeC. (sborne, Esq.
Acting  Comamissicuer of Custow:s of Chemulpy says iv his
anunal report for 1892:

In the latter part of 1801, as the result of negotiations between a
Japauese syndicate at Osaka and the Korean government a comiract was
concluded for tle establish:nent of 2 mint in Korea, to be sturnted with z cac-
ital of & 250. 000, The original intention was to estab.ish the mint in Siui
and 1o utilize thc buldings and machinery formerly erected there for this

urpose in 1884-85, but it was ultimately decided to iocate the nex mirt at
fenchuan (Chemupo) owing to the difficulty and expense of transporting all
the necessary naterials from Chemulpo to the capital, and also to the fact
that the presence of ammonia in the water at Soul ‘makes it unsutable for
the chemical processes connected with minting operations. To assist in the
erection of the mint buildings and the removal of machinery fiom the old
mint in Soul to Chemulpo, it is said that the Japanese government, early
in 18g2 refunded to Korea the sum of $25, 0co, then lhing in the Spece
Bank of Japan, which was a portion of the interest paid on a loan of § 120,
oco raised by the Korean government some ten years previously. ,

Mr. Osborne then gives a description of the cons called for
by tbe coniract which consist of five denominaticns, viz, one-
fifth of a cent and one cent copper- pieces, a five cent nickel,
and s twenty cent and one dollar silver piece. Cootinuing:

*These five coins are to be turned out under certain cnditions during
the first fiv: to the value of three million dollars an ‘ually, giving 2
toial output of fifieen million dollars during the period cover -d by the agree.
ment, The monetary business of the mint has been placed in the hands of
the 58th National Bank of Japan and this establishmen bas in conse-
quence opened a bank at this port. The mint buildings which are of red
brick, have been completed at a cost of § 20,000, the n ateriz's having
been 2ll imported from Japan, and work was began the 11t, Dec, the new
establishment being practically controlled and worked by japanese For
the present operations are confined to stamping. an agreem:nt havirg been
come to that the blank coins are to be snpplied in the meantime by the
mint at Oskaa and already (28th Jany' g93) the g8th Natisnal Bank has
imported form Osaka unstamped silver discs to the valve of § 62. 000 and
blank nickel and copper pieces worth a few thousand dollars.”

This Japanese coniract was afier s ftrial abrogated and the
Koreans attempted to tun the mint then.selves. It is now
managed by the Customs House at Chemulyo and r:xs foll time.
The minting of doliars bas been discoptimed for some time but
the smaller coins are being issued in large quantities,

''he output of the mint has not neen cfficially snnounced
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and is unknown, but the following approximation is probably
not far out of the way. This is intended to cover the output
up to Sept. 30th 1897,

Dol'ar pieces 20,000.
20-cent ,, 70,000,
5-cent ,, 250,000.
1-cent ,, 590,000,
One-fifth cent pieces 5,000.

935,000,

Much more might be said of the business and social life and
of the missionary operations ander French, English and Ameri-
can missionaries, which centre at the port, but to alequately treat
tbem would expand the present article into a series.

Geo. HEBER JONES.




THE WHANG-CHFI OF DaT HAN. 385

THE WHANG-CHEI OF DAI HAN, OR THE
EMPEROR OF KOREA.

N 1895, two weeks after the tragic event of the 8th October,
I it was proposed bv certsin members of the then cabinet
that His Majesty should assurne tbe title of emperor. Their
leading argumeunt was that tbe title of wang or king is inferior
to that of whang-chei or emperor; that thro historical associ-
ations, Koreans have come to regard a king necessarily as
trihatary (o an emperor; and that the assumption of the title of
emperor was the best possible means of convincing the people
that the tovereign of Korea is independent of all and inferior to
nene, Their watchword was, “No emperor, no independence.”
One or two in the assembly disa with them, saying
that it 18 the strength of the nation and not the title of the ruler
which secures the independence of a state; and that good gov-
ernment alope can promote the welfare of the country, while the
essumption of a new title will raise us no higher in the estimation
of our neighbors. The majority, which was ready to use the
argument of force in case the force of argnment failed, carried
the day, and tbe 26th October 1895, was named for the coronation.
Thro-the intervention of certain influences, the 26th October
camne and went, but no coronation.

No more was beaxd on the subject until last spring when it
began to be re-agitated in certain quarters. In September me-
morials rom different classes were sent up begging His Majesty
to sssmpne the title of empercr. In toe ineantime meither
money nor pains were spared in making preparations for the
comirg ceremonies.

For three successive days, (October 1st to 3d) a!l the offic-
ials of the povernment, led by the Prime Minister, went to the
palace, knelt in the courtvard between two and six p.m., -and
petitioned Flis Majesty to accept the title of emnperor. According
to prescribed rules, the petition had tc be sent in nine times.
His Majesty declined eight times but yielded to the wnanimous
request ut the ninth petition. One is at loss’ which to admire
most—the extren.e modesty of His Majesty or the persistent
loyalty of bis officiale. ‘I'be 17th day of the 9th rioon (October
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12th) was pronotinced by the astrologers to be most auspicious
for tne great event of coronation.

The A‘lta.r of H)enve: a:nglawh fhnndreda of npk:x bad ::31:
worki ing too) night ay for several weeks, was ready
for ggea(%l;y:;gthe 11th October. This Altar, or the Round
Hill, is a circular mound divided into three terraces built of stone.
The upper-most terrace is thirty-six feet in diameter. Double
tbis number and you have the diarmeter of the middlé terrace,
while that of the ground terrace is 144 feet. Fach terrace has
nine steps leading to the one above it. Nipe is the sacred number

ding to the nine heavens. The Hill occupies the site
- on which once stood the imposing reception-hall in which Chinese:
ambaesadors used to be entertained.

On the 11th of October the new street between the new
palace and the new altar presented a lively appearance. For
the occasion the mouming costame in memary of the late Queen
was laid aside and officials camwe out in robes whose bright and
divers colors vied with those of & rainbow. The variety of mil-
itary ubiforms was bewildering, with the business-like uni-’
forms of the present colonels and generals at one extreme, and
the silken, effen:.inate dress of aucient warriors at the other.
Rusty spears and swords; wooden clubs and gilded bammers;
old firearms venerable for their rusty age, and modern nfles
glistening with bayonets; babners with dragons and tigers
painted on them in glaring’ colors, and musical instruments
quaint_in shape and strange in sound—all this was pictur-
esque but not awe inspiring. At4 p.'m. His Majesty and the
Crown Prince eame to the al:ar to inspect the sacrificial victims—
oxen, sheep acd rigs. - His Majesty wore a dark satin robe
richly embroidered. His bandsome countepance was Lit with
bappy smiles. Between five and six o'clcck the royal party
went back to the palace. '

. At8a.m.on the 12th -October His Majesty and the Crown
Prince went again to the altar where sacrifices were offered to
beaven at half past four o’clock. At 5 a.m. His Majesty in
& yellow robe, solemnly assumed the title of the Whang Chei of
Dai-ban, ortbe Emperor of Korea. After receiving congratulations
of the officials asseiubled, the now iroperial party returced to the
palace. The cnly unfortunate circumstance during the cere-
monies was the drexching rain which seems to have been left
out of calculation by the astrologers,

‘We shall close this note with s translation of the memori-
al presented by the officials, and of the first edict issued under
the imperial seal. By way of explanation we may say that

~
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these docurnents are written ir ihe ancient classic style of China,
fall of obscure allusions and bombastic phrases.

Tax JJEMCRIAL.

“It is written in the Book of Dlites that he whose virtues
equal those of heaven and earth is called Whang Chei. Thres
‘Whar.gs (pre-historic rulers of Chins) ard five Cheis (wheze
succesive reigns extard=d fom 2053 to 2439 B. C.) were socalled
becans? their virtues and merits were iik%e thoss of besven.
Where virines are unsurpa:sable titles shonld be as aizh, and
where merits are urexcelled honors shouid be as preat. To es-
sume the highest title bec:use of the greatest merits, bus bzen
the practice of al! holy and illustrious rulers, and is agreeabie to
beavenly princirles and bumsan Jaws. On previous oceasions,
we expressad folly our views on the subject; but Your Majesty
was rot satisfial.  Our reczet and sorrow at your refusal are
unbearsble, .

~ince the estahlishment of your dynasty, the country has
been for five centuries zoverned by boly ard wise sovereigrs. The
land 'has been perveded ard satorated with glory and peacs.
Oar ceremonies, music, laws, literature and style of dress are
modifications of these of tLe Han, Tang ard Song dybasties, onr
standard being the Ming dynasty. Hence we are the direct
successor of these dvnasties in civilization.

In wisdom and brave.y Your Majesty’far excels a bundred
mouarchs. Your disposition is like that of beaven and earth.
Your virtues extend even to spirits. You follow tke principles
of thres empurors and inhent the ideas of five sovereigns.
During your reign of three decades, good inflnence and merits
have extended far and wid2, while ycur methods of government
are those of the classics. 7hen we passed thro calamitous times,
nany dungers only stzengthened the country and great anxieties
displayed your powers. Thro your exeriions disorders have
been rectified ; and the royal ancestral temples Lave been kept
safe. The safety of the lanc has been made as firm as mountains,
and misfortunes L'ave been turned into blessings. In and
prosperity the foundation of independence bas been laid, and the
rights of self-government are enforced. This is the time when
beaven is helping us, and your dynasty is enterivg an era of
renewed glory.

It is said in the international law that the rulcr of any
indepeudent state raav nssame a new title and make his subjects
honor the same; bnt that e has no right to make others recog-
nize it. Ttis forlber sla-ed that when the ruler of & cerian
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state assumed the tiile of king or of emperor, some powers rec-
ogpized the title sooner than others. This shows that we have
the right to assume a title tho the right of recoguition is with
others. Then we need not give up our right becanse others may
not exercise theirs. ‘When itis said that some powers recognize
sooner than others the regal or imperial title assumed by a ruler,
it means that the party adopting the new title does so without,
first requiring the recognition of others—the word “sooner” in-
dicating the order of recoguition after the assumption and vot
before it. Then, who should first seek for the recoguition of
others without assuming the title ?

Now, in lofty virtues and in clear judgment Your Maesty
is as great and as penetrating as beaven. ““Whang” means great-
ness, “Chei” means judgment. Being, in holiness, like Hui, Roug,
Yo, and Soon gfonr celebrated rulers of ancient China), and as
the successor of Han, Tang, Song and Ming dynasties your as.
sumption of the title of emperor is in accordance with ancient
precedents and present requiraments. The will of beaven and
the wishes of the people should be complied with. Admuring as
we do Your Majesty’s modesty we don't know when an-ent
rulers ever refused to hear such prayers. After fasting and
washing, we unanimounsly beg Your Majesty to grant ue this
petition.”

Ter Ebicr.

“The Whang-Chei, by the grace of heaven, says:—

“After Dan-Kun and Ki-Ja, the country was divided into
principalities, each striving for masterv over others. But Ko-
rio absorbed the states of Ma-Han, Chin-Han, and Ben-Han.
This is known in history as the Consolidation of Three Hans.
‘When Tai jo (the founder of this dynasty) ascended the throne
the territory was further extended to the north by subduing the
land of Mal-Kal which produced tusks, furs and wild silk, and
to the south by taking the principality of ‘Tam-na (Quelpart)
whose tributes consisted of oranges and marine products. A
united realn of 4,000 & was thus established. Cerernoniale,
music, laws and measures were modelled after those of Tang and
‘Woo—{(celebrated Chinese dynasties, 2357 B.C.)—A kingdom
g.rm and solid was established as the heritage of our en-less

ynasty.

. Our unworthy lot has fallen on evil days: but thro the kind
care of the Supreme Being, dangers bave given place io safety.
The foundation of irdependence bas been laid and the rights of
self-government are exercised. OQur offieials and people, soldiers
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and merchants unanimously desired Us, in ecores of petitions,
to assume the title of Emperor. Gur refusal was repeated but
useless, Therefore, cn the 17th day of the 9th moon (12th of
October), after informing beaven and earth thro sacrifices, We
assumed the title of Emperor in the south of the White Moun-
tains. (Seoul). Dai Han shall be the name of Our dominion.
This year shall be the first year of Kwang-Mu. The altar of
tl:e god of earth shall be called Tai-sa; and the altar of the god
of prains, Tai-jik (formerly Sa and Jik only). The Queen Min
shall be Empress, and the Crown Prince, the Imperial Prince.

As the great event bas been jast a :complished, We, accord-
ing to ancient usages, bereby proclaim a general amnesty.—

1. High ranke end cenerous salaries granted for the mainte-
nance of officials aie 10 secure their loyal servize tc the state. The
fortunes of a state depend on the corruption or integrity of offi-
cials. 'When officials are corrupt bribes flonrish, positions and
rewards go fo the unwortby and the unmerited ; underlings
play tricks and people are injured. From corruption rise all
disorders in the body politic. From the 12th Oct, any official,
irrespective of rank, dcpartmental or gubernatorial, civil or ioil-
itary, who takes bribes or breske the laws or oppresses the
people shall be punished.

2, Officials above the age of &) years and private citizens
above 90 years of age shali be promoted one rank ngher.

3. The soldiers stationed it the interior suffer many bard-
ships. Let the War Office show substantial considerations to
their families.

4. Let governors recommend talented persons, now in ob-
scurity, to different departments for several appointments,

5. We bave remitted taxes from districts suffering from
eitber flood, or drought, or fire. If in a district, where all govern-
ment dues have been paid up, the magistrate has put the money
to some unauthorized or selfish use, thus placing the pie
under an unjust debt, the people shall be reheved from all obli-
gations.

6. All upcultivated lands which bave no owners should be-
broaght under cultivation by remitting taxes thereon.

7. All officials, civil or military, below tbe seventh rank
shall be prcmoted a rank higher. k

8. Human life is very precious. To err in pardoning a crim-
inal is better than to err in condemniug him. ence let all ju-
dicial authorities abstain from obstinacy and bribery, endeavor-
ing to do justice. |

9. Except of those who are guilty of either rebellion, or mur-
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der, or adultery, or robbery, or swindling, or stealing, let the
. penalty be mitigated one degres.

10. Let local authorities extend a special protection to all
the helpless and the unfortunate.

11, Let local anthorities send to the proper department
an estimate of the cost of repairing all dilapidated temples, sacred
to mountains and streams. Such repairs should be made it
once to show reverence to gods. '

12. Let the local authorities keep bridges and roads in good
repair for the benefit of travellers. :

18. Let all provincial and magisterial anthorities observe in
earnest the various requirements of the edict, so that the peo-
ple may enjoy the benefit thereof and tkat Our compassionate
intentions for the masses may not be frustrated. These who
neglect their duties herein shall be punished by the Home De-
partment.

Ah! we ascended the royal throme by the grace of beaven
and have assumed the imperial title according to the wishes of
the people. Our desire is to abolish old abuses and to introduce
what i8 new, making good government and wholegone cus-

toms ?ma.ﬂ. We proclaim this to the world: let all bear and
know.”

T. H. Yun.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT,
H. I. M. THE EMPEROR OF GREAT HAN.

HE Kingdom of Chosdn came toa quiet end October 12th
1897. Not with the trampof thein , not with the shout of
the traitor did this change take place; no boom of cannon re-

sounded thro these hills, neither did the larid flame of the torch light
up the streets of the Capital. In the quiet ofhis office did the venera-
bleand venerated Prime Minister, Shim Sun Tak, draw up the
memorial earnestly praying his sovereign tolay aside the regal robes
and put on the imperial. The ministers, vice-ministers, “govern-
ors, captains, judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs and
all the rulers of the provinces” heartily, unanimonsly, and per-
sistently seconded the memorial. The king after ing, resis-
ting and 1efusing many times finally consented to the petitions of
his officers and people and the 12th of this month was named as
the day, and three o’clock in the merning as the “lucky” hour for
the assumption of the new title. The suocession of kings to the
throne of Tai Cho Tai Wang is ended and a new era is inaugu-
rated with “the Great monarch of Great Choson.” The royal
red gives way to thedragon yellow. -

Twodays later on the 14th, the name of the empire ischanged
to that of “The Great Han.” This to distinguish it from the
three Han kingdoms. »

Ere chanticleer announces the a of dawn, and long
before the golden orb of day illumines the chambers of the east-
ern sky, attended by his ministers and councillors, in a drench-
ing rain—in this respect the early hour was not “lucky”— the
king ascends the three platforms of the Altar of Heaven, but
recently erected in the Nambell bows reverently ‘before
Heaven and Earth, while the Grand of Ceremonies reads
a prayer, and proclaims to those present and thro them to his
own people, the end of the kingtl:nn and the beginning of the
empire. The Ministers of State, civil and military bow nine
times before their Emperor and with this ends the main part of
the coronation ceremony. " '

On the following L the Lmperor received the diplomatic
:} and to each one ind{vidmuym announced the assumption

new title, :
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We join with every loyal Korean in wishing long Life to
the Emperor and many years to the empire.

A few reflections come to us which we will note in this
connection.

Korea. is at present in a very peculiar, not to say unique,
position. Independence for which. other natious poured forth
their life blood came to her without a struggle and it would seem
to some that she is willing to part with it without a qualm. The
progressive party is in a hopeless minority. There are indica-
tions of a somnolency that are alarming. )

The civilization now sought for is not thut of the Occident,
not that that Washoﬂ'eredh llg:‘ by dl‘.he a.ml;i;ious l]%mpire 4}%‘ the
Rising Sun, but that of the Ming dynasty of the Flo ihg-
domflg But notwithstanding all the backward tend;ec;y of utpﬁe

time, there are occasional manifestations of a forward
movement. The latest is this change of the title of the ruler
from a king, or wang, to that of an emperor, or chei. It seems
to the u?ltl}x:l observerl thh:t_ th;:re iis an ambl;tmus elemenh t in this
raising of the title. Perhapsthis is s0. Ambition rightl regulat-
ed isa good thing. Soto our thinking thereisalsna Eeooéliihon of
:fprinciple of in that will of necessity affect the status

the country. “-Korean independerce is not a popular theme

with the great majority of the people, and yet in the midst of
this general apathy and at the, very time when her most conser-
vative statesmen are in power, she is not satisfied with the posi-
tion accorded to her rulers for over five .centuries, but insists on
the assumption by the sovereign of the same title by which the
rulers to her right and left are known and recognized in the trea-
ties made with other cotintries. In these treaties the Emperors
of Japan and Chinaares;\)t)ken of as whang chei.

ore his own people, up to within a few years the king
was knownas Koué wang—ruler of the realm—with the
stigma or implication of inferiority of a wang mler to a fkes ruler.
The king of Xorea was an absolute ruler within his own realm,
but his right to rule there was in the hands of his great suzerain.
S;\ee :las his master and delivered her orders which had to be
obeyed.

The treaty at Shimonoseki changed all this. The bond that
united the two countries was broken and the rulér of this country
was declared independent of China and Chinese dominion. While
this change, which came thro external aid and not as a result of
internal struggle, took place, a change thiat in a very radicl man-
ner modified the relations or position of the sovereign, there had
a3 yet been n corresponding modification of the relations before
his own people and for that matter before-the world.
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Anp abortive attempt was indeed made two years ago to adinst
the cew relations, but it ended in fuilure. 1t is remarkable that
this preseat cabinet, with a staunch conservative at its head,
should undertake and carry to suceessful execution the very messure
proposed by a most radical cabinet. This is « paradox and yet
it is but a natural result of the anomelous pusition in which this
country found herself at the close of the iate war between Japan
apd China.

Our iterest iz the raising of the title and the change of the
country from a kingdom to an_empire is limited almost entireiy
to this phase of the question. Ifit will promote the independence
of the country and the patriotism of the peuple, October 12, 1897,
should become oue of the great rationa! hulidays of the empire.

The New Cabinet.—Tha: important ministerial changes
in the Korean government were pending was generilly known
from about the middle of September. On October 1st His Maj-
esty officially announced the new cabinet which is constituted as
follows:

Prime Minister, Shim Sun Taik. ;

Minister of the Royal Houséhold, Min Yéng Kiu:
Minister for Home Affairs, Nam Chung Chol.
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Min Chong Meuk.
Minister of Finance, Pak Chung Yang.
Minister of War, General Yi Chong Kon.
Minister of Law, Cho Pyong Sik.

Minister of Education, Cho Pyéng Jik.

Minister of Argriculture, ete., {’hung Nak Yong.
President of the Privy Council, Yi Ho Jun.

As thus constituted the Prime Minister and the Ministers tor
Home and Foreign Affairs hold over from the old cabinet, the
other appointments being new, tho the appointees have nearly ail
beld Ministerial portfolios previously. Of the other members of
the old cabinet Messrs. Yi Wan and Han Kyu SGl are
made Privy Councillors and Messrs. Yi Yun Yong and Yi Chai
Sun are gazetted as Councillors in the Prime Ministry.

For the records of the statesmen thus called into service we
are indcbted partly to our eontemporary, The /nd from
whose interesting notes of October 5th we quote. Excellency,
Shiro the new Prime Minister is an dged statesman of the old
school. For several years previous to the war he held the post
of senior Prime Minister, but on the 23d of July 1894 he went
into retirement. From whence he was recently called inan auto-

ph letter by Iis Majesty to assisi in the cabinet reconstruction.
e has been prominently identified with the measures to elevate
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Iis Majesty to the Imperial yellow and is further gazetted as
Director-President of the Ritna{ Commission which will plan the
new rites of clevation.

Mr. Min Yong Kin is a ncw man and has only recently
come before the p‘:ﬁ)lic, a8 the chief of an important subordinate
burean, that of ceremonies in the Household Department. Heisa
relative of the late Queen and a prowinent member of the Min
clan. His record is said to be clean of corruptive and oppressive
acts. Mr. Nam has held the post of Home Minister for some-
time and has been prominent recently in connection with the
rehabilitation of the old commereial guilds which were suppressed

- by his progressive predeccssors.  Mr. Nam is noted for his 1-
cdge of the clussics and previous to the war was frequently sent
into the provinces as a literary chancellor to oversee the civil
examinations.

Mr. Min Chong Meuk, who holds the foreign portfolio is one
of the best known of the cubinct to forei;mers in general. He was
president of the old Foreign Oflice in 1894 and has been Foreign
Minister scveral timcs since then. He has also held as acting-
appoinitments, the portfolios of War and Education.

. “The new Minister of Finance, Mr. Pak Chong Yang is well
known to forciguers and natives in Xorea. He was one of the
eighteen Korean officials sent to Japan to study foreign instita-
tions soon after the conclusion of the treaty with Japan.” Mr.
Pak rose into prominence as’ Korea’s first Minister-Resident
abroad. As such he was credited to America, and had the able
;crvias of the Honorable H. N. A(l;:n; no:'l U. ‘% Minister, tl:,‘
vreign Secretary to the tion. arrival at i
ﬁr:felm and erZill of the Sccretary and the grit ofm
were put to the test, but the independent character of the legation
was successfully vindicated and placed on a'permanent basis. On
Mr. Pak’s return to Korea, China, then in power, attempted to do
in S6ul what she was unable to dv in Washington namely, sup-
press him. This is not an unusual experience of Korean states-
wen who serve their country, that they whom they displese
attempt to “sanrcs-;” them, but His Majesty stood by his Minis-
ter and China’s efforts were fruitless. Since 1895 Mr. Pak has
filled the tg)&:ts of Education, Home Affairs and Prime Minister
and has the reputation of being & safe, and reliable, official.

General Yi Chong Kén, the new Minister of War is a bro-
ther-in-law of H. E. Han Kyu Sol, the ex-Minister of Justice,
and is a statesman of the old school. He comes from a military
funily, was in command of one of the metropolitan brigades before
the war and has recently been gazetted a Licut. General. He was
appointed Kyongmu Sa, or Chief Commissioner of Police, on June
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15th 1896 and one of the first of his acts was to change the
title of his office to Kyong Chal Sa, because qne of his anccstors
was named Kyongmu and he could not therefore assume that
title. He did not place the large value npon polige inspoction of
sanitation whicli his predecessors had done.  As a military man
General Yi's training and traditions point him oat among Ko-
reans as haviug qualifications for bis post in which he is expected
to make a good record. o

Mr. Cho Pyong Sik, the new Minister of Justice is also ap-
pointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Mr. Cho’s family
1> one of the highest in Korea, and he held many important offices
uader the okl régime. As governor of Ham-kyong-do he came
into prominence in conncetion with the embargo on the export of
grain for which the Japanese recovered large damages from the
Korean -government. Mr. Cho was then transferred to the gov-
be ernorship of the Chung-chéng province. Last December he suc-
ceeded Mr. Han in the portfolio of Justiceand eansed Mr. Han to
put in prison and brought to trial. Mr. Han was vindicated and sac-
ceeded- Mr. Cho, and now the latter comes back to this portfolio.

Mr. Cho Pyong Jik, the Minister for Education is a cousin
of the above. He has held several important posts and is a well
known statesman.  His post is of vital importance to the welfare
" of the country and might well enlist the eriergies and ambition of
any living Korean. An indication of his policy is awaited
with great interest. Gencral Chung who succeeds H. E. Yi Yun
Yong as Minister for Agriculture, Commerce and Public Works
was for 2 number of years Lord High Admiral of the three south-
ern provinces -of the realm. This post is the highest and the
most lucrative.in the gift of the military authoritics. General
Chung -is reported to be interested in voung Xorea, and it is said
that it was under his patronage that. Kim Hong Niuk, the present
;:}terpreher to the Russian Legation, obtained his start in official

e

This wiristerial change has 1ot amounted to a ministerial
crisis, as six of the nine me:mnbers of the present cabivet have
beld office in connection with the retiring statesmen, The
Inst ministerial crisis occurred Febuary 11th, 1896 when His
Majesty took un his residence iz the Russian Legation. Since
that time the fullowing gentlemen have held either full or acting
portf lio srpoir.tuents; viz. Pak Chung Yang, Yun Yong Son,
Kitp Pyw ¢ Si, Sim Sun Taik, Yun Chung Ku, Y: Chai Snn,
Shun Sarg Hun. Shin Suk Heui, Nam Chung Chul, Yi Wan
Yong, Mir CLong Meak, Cho Pyung Jik, Yan Yong Ku, Kim
Chai Puny, Ki-u Yong Puk, Kim Yong Duk, Yi Yuau Yo..gz.
Min Yony Whan, Min Yong Keui, Yi Pom Jin, Han Kyu Sul,
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Cho Pyurg Sk, Sin Ki Sun, Yun Chi ho, Min Sang 1o, Ko
Yong Huei: avd in the Police Departiment An Kyeng Su, Yi
Chong Iion, and Yi Chong Im.

In this tirce, since February 11th 1896, however, there have
been a pumber of readjustments of the portiorlios among the
above group. The prime ministry and that of the Royal House-
bold and of Foreign Affairs has changed hands six times; the
Homs Ministry has changed four times; the portfoliosof Finance,
War, Justice and Education have changed eigbt times and that
of Agriculture tbree tin:es.

~ The Korean Religious Tract Society.—This organiza-
tion bad a quiet and aliogether prosperous year. On the 16th
inst. the Board of Trustees et in annual session and transacted
tbe usual business. Hon. T. H. Yun, was elected on the Board
fo fill the vacancy ¢aused by the removal frons Seoul of the
Rev. W. M. Baird. Tbe constitution vequives that nine wen-
bers of the Board residein Seoul. Mr. Yun was also elected on
the Executive Committee. The Rev. Dr. H. G. Underwood
was elected vice-president. :

- On the Sunday following, the annual public meeting was
beld in the chapel of Pai Chai, the President of the society
presiding. The report read by the Presilent showed that three
books were placed on the pefmanent list: three r:ew ones pub-
lished” (or are now in press), during the year and that four new
ones are now before the Examining Committee. Of these tracts
one was written by a Korean Christian and another one was
translated by a native. - It is a hopafal sign when the brash is
used by Korean Christians for the instruction of their fellows.

The report of tbe Custodian showed that over 35,000 books

-and sheet~-tracts were received and that over 37,000 were sold
by bim. Thisis a fine showing. He also pointed out the very
significant fact that in the districts where most books are distrib-
uted, which means being sold, there the naraber of converts is pro-
g)rtionately large. In other words—Scatler Christian hooks. fol-
W them with personal efforts and the results will be an in-
gathering of souls.

This organization isindebted to the Loondon Religious Tract
Bociety and to the American Tract Society for substantid dona-
ticnsduring the year, without which constant sapportthe s wioty
would be less efficient. net to say seriously cippled,. in its
extensive work.

The Korean origin of the Japanese Eta. From time
immemorial Japan hus had a parian class known as the ez,
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They were the butchers of the nation, their chief occnpations
being the slanghtering of animals. and as skinners, tanuers, leatb-
er dressers, digging the graves of criminals and other supposes
degrading emxployments of this character. They lormerly lived
under certain disabilitie: sach as that they were not aliowed
to enter the houses of the other classes, nor to eat, or drink,
sit or cock at the same fire with them. These regtrictions, how-
ever, and all legal distinctions of any character between the efa
and other classes were abolished by an inperial rescript the 12th
of October 1671. At that time thz official census showed that
the ¢fa, thus endowed wiih civdl rigbts and givena place in society,
nowlered 237,111 rersous.

We bave fron: time to time heard it confident!sy x&irmed
that this class cf pariabs had a Korean orisin, and cur interest
ip the subject has been revived by an interesting note in a re-
cent issue of the Kobe Chsonicle. We find that not the elight-
est evidence has been off red by those who have investigated
the 1nauter iu support of this conte ntion for 2 Korean origin, and
to the contrary what evidence exists points in other directions.
As far as we bave been abie to learn the evidence for the Korean
origin of this unfcrtunate ciass is summed up in “the following
staterments: “These people were said by some to be the descend-
ents of Korean prisoners.” (Gnffis, Mikado's Enipire.) “Son e
see in them the descendants of Korean captiveés brought to Jup-
an during the wars of the latter part of tre sixteenth century.”
(Cbamberlain, Things Japapese). The evidence thus ofiered is
purely the say 8o of Oz 47, and while it may be worth preserving
28 & curio of tradition, it has no value otherwise.

But On dit has otber explanations of the origin of the efa,
besides attributing them to the Korean captives of 1Tideyoshi’s
campaigns. “By otheis they ure considered to be the illegitimate
descendants of the celebrateéd generallissimo Yoritomo, who lived
"85 1sr back as-the twelfth century.” .Apotber says they are
believed to have been *‘originally the people who killed animals
for feeding the imperial falcous.” Prof. Chamberlain, bowever,
casts the weight ot bis cpinion in favor of the following, which
conupletely annibilates the above mentioned Korean theory. *“We
ourselves incline to date back the fisst graduul organization ot
the ¢/ us a separate class to a very early period indecd—say the
seventh or eighth century—when the introduction of Buddhbis
bad caused all those who were connected in any wav with ‘the
taking of life to be looked on with horror and disduin.” If there
are traces of the ¢z7 in Japanese annals as early as the seventh
or eighth centuries. the Korean captives of the sixteenth century
are completely ruled out of court. And now comes what appears
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to be conciusive evidence against the Korean origin. Mr. Torii
Ryozo has atterpted to solve the riddle of the efa by investiga-
tions from an etboulogical standpoiut. He selected an efa vil-
lage named Takasaki in Tokuvshitua prefecture and picking out
ten representative men for examination found the following thiree
peculiirities—prominent cheek bores, eyes eleaily not Mongclian,
and narrow beads, averaging only about seventy-five niilin: ties,
He was especially intelested in the appearance ot their ‘eyes aurd
alter examining thcse of a number of children was confirn e in
Lis opinion thas tbey were not Mongolian. He c¢ ncluded that
the ethnological characteristics of .the eza borc a ren:arkable sin:-
ilarity to tbose of the Malay and Polynesian aboriginer, and
“‘covsiders it incredible that the efa are the descendants of rat-
uralized Koreans, for the heads ¢f Koreans are of a different
formation and their eves are Mengolian.” .

From all this it is conclusive to us that the ovigin of the
pariahs of Japan must be sought elsewhere than in Korea

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

1,200 tons of iron rail have arrived for the Seoul-Chemulpo railroad.

By special edict, His Imperial Majesty has abolished the .obnoxious
twenty per cent tax on the gross receipts of merchants, which thé Imperial
Household Departuent levied for the imperial kitchen.

Madame Om gave birth to an imperial prince at ten a.m. October 2oth,
On Octoker 25th Madame Om was given her first title of Kwiis or Noble
Lady, being the titie of an impeiial concubine of the 2nd class, -

Kptga is 2 memker of the Postal Union. Mr. Min Sang Ho, the
Commissioner to the Congress at Washington signed the postal conven-
tion about the middle of last June, and Korea now takes her place as a
full member of the Universal Postal Union.

Rev. W, M. Baird and family have moved to Pyeng-yang. The growing
work in the north demands the presence ofaman who has a knowledge
of the I"'nguage. Mrs. Baind likewise has a rem:{ command of the Korean
language. Sheis a successful writer and translator of hymns.

_ -Another Japaneze line of steamers will compete with the Nippon Yuser
Kaisha and Osaka Shosen Kaisha for the Korean carrying trace. The
Nanawo Shosen Kaisha is al:out to purchase several large vessels andearly
next year will run lines to China ancr Korean ports and to Vladivostock.
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We learu from 77%e Inidependent that the new imperial altar was erected
in twenty-one days, a force of 1,000 men being necessary to perform the
labor. It is erected on the Nam beil-kung, the place of Korea’s former
humiliation, for there the King offered the Chinese envoys the marks of his
vassalage to China. d

“The strong foreign policy” of Japan. we are told hy the jafian
Times bad its origin some time in 1S92. when the opposition 10 the lio
ministry “began to raise its head and try criticism of the government's
foreign policy, Korean affairs being th> principal subject of contenuon. It
will be remembered that both those in paer and those out of it were per-
fectly agreed as tothe necessity of presery ng the independence of Korea, and
protecting the iinmense interests this country possesses in the peninsula.”

We arec in receipt of the fifth number of the journal of the Korean
Students Association m Japan. It is very neatly gotten up and is printed in
mixed Chine ¢ and Unmun script. Its subject matter is grouped in nine
departmerts including editorials, contributed articles. notes and comments,
news, etc. Some of the topics discussed are education, police, philosophy,
and trade development in various countries. We welcome this.evidenace of
enterprise on the part of Young Korea and wish for it lony lite and great
SUCCSSS..

On the 29th ult. in Seoul first at the English Consulate before the Con-
sul-General, Mr. J. N. Jordan, and later at the house of the Rev. E. C. Paul-
ing, the Kev. F. W. Sicadmen was united in the holv bonds of m:trimony to
Miss Agnes Bryden. Both belong to the Ella Thing Memorial Mission {Bap-
tist). Mr. Pauling performed, the ecclesiastical ceremomy. The weddi
was a private one. The happy couple left at once for their future home
which will be in Kong-ju Both Mr. and Mrs. Sieadinan are young on the
mission field and we not only extend our congratulations, but wish them long
years of great nsefulnessin their work.

"Dust”—The Nagasaki Press of October 2oth contains the following:
“The St. Petersburg Nowoe Vyemya deplores the growing decrease of
Russian influence in Korea, where, through the’medium of private persons,
the Japanese Government is continually buying land in the Korean ports in
order to build barracks, t6 which ave attached stables and riding s~hools,
and where they place men who are supposed 1o be State workmen, but are
reallv soldiers. At Chemulpo, indeed, the !apanese have organized ttcir
own police, as though it were actually a Japanese port. A Japanese was
ed at Peng-yang, and the Japanese Government at once despatched a
gunboat to restore order. In fine, Korea is treated by the Japanese asa
conquered country, and this tho a rather large Russian squadron is cruising
in Korean waters,

The mania for memorials is on the increase while that for resigna-
tions shows no abatement. Counting those connected with the assumption
of the imperial title, in the neighborhood of 100 memorials have been handed
up. One of these is in co nection with the electric storms which have pre-
vailed this month. Thunder and lizhtening out of season are popularly sup-
posed to portend the slaughter of officials and the irequency of these phenom-
ena bas set all the old grannies to nodding their heads and looking wise. But
an ex-official named Won has a different interpretation. He says that the rise
of the founder of the present dynasty was heralded by the ascension of.a
on from Ham-hcung where the founder lived. This has been repeaied this
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autumn, the ascending dragon having becn seen hy Mr. Won. Therefore the
dynasty has receive:d a new lease of life for 500 years, and seven instead of
five imperial ances:ors should be worshipped hereafter.

Mr Tetsuya Hayakawa who is favorably remembered by many of the
older residents in Korea has received the following appreciative note in the
Japan Tunes: . 1

We congratulate Mr. Tetsuya Hayakawa upon his promotion yesterday
(Monday) to the post of Minister Resident at the unusually early age of thirty
three. Young as he is, he has a long and highly creditable official career
behind him, having entered the diplomatic service in April, 1835. After a
few weeks' official e .perience at the Department of Foreign Affairs, he was
transferred to the Inyperial Lepation at S56ul, where kis vivacity and spright-
hness soon made him a popular figure in diplomatic circles. He remained
in Korea until the summer of 1888, when he was transicrred to San Fran-
cisco, where he was Chancellor of the Consul: te and afterward Acting Con-
sul. While there, he devoted his spare hours to the stuly of law attending
lectures at Hasting's College. In 1839, he r ceived instructions to proceed
to Berlin as Attaché to the Imperial Legation there. £x route to Germany,
e staved at Washington where be acted for a few weeks as Attaché. At his
new pos’, he continued his legal studies at the Berlin University, paying

icular atiention to public laws. In 18g2, he was recailed home, and in
ovember the same year, he was appointed Private Secretary to the Minister
of Agricujture and Commerce. In that capacity he bas served under three
successive chiefs—Count Goto, Viscount Enomoto, and Count Okuma. Be-
sides the onerous duties of Private Secretaryship, he has combined at varous
times several other offices, such as Councillor of the Department and Com-
missioner ol the Chicago Exposition, and several domestic exhibitions. Late-
ly he had in addition a Secretaryship in the Foreign Office. He holds the
Sixth Order of the Rising Sun and the Fourthk Order of the Prussian Crown.
For the present he will continue as Private Secretary to the Minister of Agri-
culture and Commerce, in addition to the post of Minisier Resident.

ARRIVALS.

In Chemulpo, October 7th, MRs. BALLINGER, MRS. CAMPRELL and
Miss Yur HINGTIU, to join the Southern Methodist Mission.

~ October 11th, at Fusan, Rev. and Mrs. Ross to join the Presbyterian
mission

In Seoul, O:tober 13th, Rev. and MRs. S. F. MooRe and children from
furloin the U.S. Rev. HUuNT and Miss Eva A. FIELD and Mi1ss ESTHER
SuieLps, M. D,, to join the Presbyterian missoin.
October 22nd M1sses PERRY and PasH of the Australian mission.
DEPARTURES.
From Chemulpo, October 14th, Mr. J. C. CHALMERS.
BIRTHS.

In Seou), October 25th the wife of Dr. C. C. VINTON of a daughter.



