THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

JUNE. 1898.

THE MONGOLS IN KOREA.

HE M-ngol envoy who hal been sent to Japan to demand
that tha king of that country go to Peking and do obei-
sapce, bad been promptly put to death by the Japabese.

When the king of Koryo sent this startling bit of news to the
emperor 8 u+w mvasi.n of the Japanese islihd was decided
apon. This thue 1t wa< 10 be done in 2 manper which wounld
leave no doubt as to the result. The government of Korvo was
cbarged with the duty of preparing 900 boats to transport the
army of invasion. The king was bardly prepared to undertake
this work. He was sperdirg bis time in revelry and debauchery.
All the sorceresses, courtesars and female slaves kelorging to
the government were called to the capital and they there joined
in singing obscene sovgs for the delectation of the king and
the court. .

The king of Korvo desired t> assue the position of gen-
eral-inchief of the great expedition to Japan and eo the em-
pervr_called bimn to Peking to talk the nuatter over with bim.
But Gen. Hong Da-gn, whom we will rememsber ss s renegade
Korran in the Mongol service, talked the emperor over and
secured ¢ @ position bimsell, He pot togetber 40,100 regular
troops acd these were joined by 100,000 rrore from the depend-
ent tnbee. The king advised that ovnly tbe men from the
tribes be sent but. that their number be increased. To this the.
emperor did not consent. Alfter the plans bad all been laid,
the king was sent back to Koryo to carry out tke work of build-
ing the boats, training 15,000 men ss sailors, aod 10,000 as
marines, and the storing of 110,000 bags of rice togetber with
such other things as should be needed. X

It was in the followirg vear, 1282, that the army of inva-
sion rendezvoused at Hap Harbor, now Ch'ang-wun, oo the
routheastert: coast of Korea. The king went down to review
the whole atray before it set sail across the straits. There were
1,000 boats in all. Of Eoryo troops there were 20,070 ard of
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Mangols there were 50,000, The soldiers from the dependent
tribes had not yet arrived, Then the whole flotilla sailed away
to the conquest'ol Japan. They steered for Tsoshima where
the first engagement with the Japanese took place, At first
toe allied troops were successiul and took three bundred Japan-
ese beads, but as soon as the Japanese could rally they drove
the allies back to their camp, 1t was decided to wait there un-
til the 100,000 troops fromw the tributary states arrived. This
delay was a great mistake for it tended to dampen the ardor of
the tronps and it practically broke the whole force of the inva-
sion. In that camp 3,000 wen {11 fiom fever which naturally
did not tend to encourage tie remainder. Gen, Hong was
very arxious 10 beat & retreat but Gen. Kim, wholed the Koryo
contingeni, sakl that as they bad three months’ rations and bad
been out a 1conth it would not do to tarn back yet, and advised
. that s soon as the Jarge reinfcrceinents arrived they should ate
teni}t & larding cn Japanese wainland. >oon alter this the
eagerly expected reinforcements arrived.

The army of invasion now pulled itrelf together and sail-d
away towards the mainland of Japan. As they approached is
& storin arose from the west and all were anxious to make the
offing belore it broke upon them. Thebosts bearing the 10U,
000 wen from the tribes were i1 the van. As it happencd the
mouth of the harbor was narrow and tide was ronning in with
greatjorce, and the Loats were carried along irresistably in its
grip, As tbe immense flert cf boats coaverged to a focus at
& e mouth of the barbor a terrible catastropbe occurred. The
tide sucked them in and the storm from behind poshed tbem
on. KEach boat tried 10 make the cffing first 80d as = conses
quence there occurred a t rrific jam in the woath of the barbor,
3lundreds of boats were driven in upon each other and a uni-
versal wreck was the iustant resnlt, The records tell us that a
person could walk across from one point of Jand to the otber og
the eolid mnass of wreckage. The vessels thus destroyed cone
tained the 100,000 menr fron the dependent tribes and all of
them perished thus horribly excepting s few who wanaged ta .
gel as These afterwards told thew story as follows: “We
fled to the mountsins and lay bidden theve two montbs but the
Japanese came oot and aitacked ns. Being in a starving con-
dition we were obliged to surterder. Those of us who were in
fair condition were reserved as slaves ard lhe rest were
batcbered.”

_ In this great catastropbe 8,000 of the Koryo solliers aleo
perished. ] But the remaining Mongol and Koryo forces behold-
ing the miserable end of so large  portion of the iovading army
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and slready half inclined to retreat, turned their prows home-
ward and furled their .sails only when they had entered a Ko-
rean pors.

t first the emperor was determined to continne his e%
forts to sukdue the J:gsneaa and senl an order to the king to
supply more boats and to furnish 3,C0) pcunds of a substance
called tak soi *

A Koryo citizen named Yu Ja advised the empesor to use
only sroops from the tribotary tribes in his next invasion of
Japan and to lay up -200,000 bazs of rice in the peninsala in
nreparation for it. The emperor therenpoo called upon the
king to set aside 40,000 bags. The latter replied that if bis
officials could baidly set aside ten thousand bags bow much less
could they manage this larzer pumber. The emperor then or-
dered him to lay aside as wany as he could.

The jollowing year, 1283, changed the emperor’s plan. .
He bad time to bear tbe detaile of the bardsbips which his
troops bad suffered in the former expedition ; the impossivility of
squeezing anything more out of Koryo and the delicate condi-
tion of h>me offairs caused bim to give up the plan of corquer-
ing Japan and he coantermanded the order for the bui.ding of
boats and the storing of grain in Kory~. '

The Mongol queen of Korye had developed a strange pro-
pensity for catc2ing young girls and sending thein to her friends
in China where they were roade concubines. A law was fro-
ioulgated that before & yourg man marriel he wmust notify the
government. This was done with a view to ascertainin_ where
tbe young inarriageable women lived so that they coold be the
more easily seized. One official cut off his daughter’s hair
when be found tbat it bad been decided to take ber away to
Chior. For this the king banished bim and severely punisbed
the daughter.

In 1290 a new element of danger appeared in the ircur-
sions of the wild tribe of the T’ap-dan across the northern
border. More than 20,000 of them swarnied down from the
north and peretrated the cruntry, The government troops
could do nothing with then. Tbu invaders ate the fl-sh ¢f
men and dried tho flesh of women for future consamption. The
king sent srmy alter army sgainst them but to no effect. Fle wes
at last obliged even to take refuge in Kung-wha. It wss ouly afier
10,000 Mongol troops arvived that the mvasion was broken and

. " The character for s24 means a kind of wood from whose pulp paper
is made and the character for sos is metal, especially such asis used in
waking coin. Some have conjectured that this sefers in some way to paper
maoney and others that it refers simply to some metal.

-
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tbe country was at peace.” The crops bad been destroyed anj
farsine stared the peoyle in the face. The king asked the em-
peror for help acd it was sent in the shape ot 100,0C0 bags of
rice. but whan 't arrived the officialr and men of influence
divided it among theniselves and the people shifted for themeelves,

The king and queen \were both in Chira wben Kublai
Khan died and they both took pact in the funeral rites althongh
the Mongol law forbade outsiders fromn participating in them.
Timar Khan succeeded Kublai. He evidently bad no intention
of following up tne invasion of Japan for he sent rice, that had
been prepared for tue invasion, to so:ve of the porthern tribes
that were suffsring from famioe. He slso gave back to Koryo
the island of Quelpart whicn had been in Mongol bands fromn
the time the revolt of the soldiers bad been put down. From this
tirne dntes tbe use of the name Che-ju for that island. It :1.eans
““Distzict ncross the Water,” aud by this namé the istand bas
ever since been known.

Toe clos= of the thirteenth ‘century bebeld an old dotard
on the throne. He was 8o incapable of ruling that the emperor
sent a conmiasioner to administer the government. The aged
King spent his tine trifling with moantebanks and ccuartesars,
and iost all semblance to a king. So say the records. One of
the firet acts of the Mongol commissioner was to do away with
slavery. [t was objected that if slaves could becone officials
they ight turn and avenge themselves on their former masters,
80 the law was made to read that only the eighth generatio: of
a maou:mnitted slave could hold office.

The record of the next balf centary is one of utter corrup-
tion in Koryo. The king used every means to indoce the en:-

- peror o Jet thew spend their time at the Mongol capital rather
than in the capital of Koryn end the country was wisgoverned
in a n:ost extraonlivarv manner. The worst exceses of Rome
in her decline could bardly have exceeded the borrors that were
perpetrated during this period. It colininated in the reign of
King Ch’ung-hye, who ascended the throne in 1310. There is
hardly a crime in th2 calendar that be did not perpetrate. Mar-
der, suicide, theft, rape. incest were thirgs of constant recurrenca.
Thousands of the people died of starvation, thonsands ran away
to the islynds. thousands took the.cowl to escape the band of
oppression.. - It was one long carnival of blood.

_-Wken this all came to the ears of the emperor be was

83 .An euvoy was seat to Song-do to bring the wretch to
Peking. The king as in duty bound came outto méet this
envoy, but the Mongol greeted him with a brutal kick in the
stomach which sent bim sprawling on the ground. The king



1508 JHE MOXGOLS INX KOREA. 207

wae then bound and locked ap, and after matters bad been
-somewbat straightened out in the Koryo capital, he was sent to
Peking to answer to his suzeram. Maay of the king’s inti-
mates were killed and nany inore tled for their lives. A han-
dred acd twenty corncubines ivere liberated and sent to thewx
boines.  *

When the king was brought before the e:mperor the
“Iatter caid “So you call yoursell a king! You were set over e

Xorvo people to rule them, irstead of which you tore off all their
flesh. 1f yoor blond should becune food jor all the dops in the
world justice wou'd still be unsarisfied. But I do not care 10
kill any man. [ will place you on a bier and send you to a place
from which yon will not soen retorn.” So he was plac:d on &
bier, though living. which was the very refipen:ent ot huisiliation,
and was sont away to Ke-yang “‘twenty thousand E” according
tn the rneords. No nan went with hin save his bearets. - He
was carried from village to village by rclays of bearess, hike a
-dead man, He died at Ak-yang, before reacling his destir:a-
tion. When the p-ople of Korvo Eeard of this there was gen-
-eral rejoiring and they made a proverb which runs Aya Mangoji,
A refers to the place where the king died and Mangeji means
“damned.”’ ; :

There seeins to be little doubt that at this time the em-
press of China was » Xoryo woman, for the Xoryo records are
full of the diffizultii 8 whicb arose in the Koryo capital because
her relatives there wanted to bave their owe way in everytbing.
The grandess festival that Korvo ever saw was when the son of
the Mongol cmpress came 1o Song-do to visit bis grandmother.
Xt is s4id that 5,100 piecns of silk were used in making merely
the aitificiai flowers to grace this feast. e

In 1355 the k w-born but brilliant Jeader of the Ming forces,
-called Chu. Yuan-chang by the Korzans, crossed the Yang-tsi
river at the head of the insurrectionary army and teok wp his
quarters at Nanking. This waz the beeinnirg of the end of the
Mongol power.  From tbat hour the Koryo people ceased to
jear the Mongols, althongh at her demand Koryo made a pre-
tense of sending 28,000 men to aid in rolling back the tide of
insurrection. The follewing year a Mongol envoy came with
incenss to burn on all the mountains of Koryo in order to secuse
the favor of all the divinities tbat could be thus spproached.
Thas the Koryo people no | mger feared the Mongols 18 seed in
the fact that tbe governor of Chul-la province threw this in-
-<cens2 bearing envoy into prison and killed his eon. Yet nothing
was ever heard from Peking about it. The relatives of the
Mongel empress were also eevérely handled, for -wher they

-
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found that they cculd not bave their way in XKoryo they prompt-
ly planned an insurrcticn and called upon the E(;nple to
side with them in upbolding the Moogol influence in t penin-
sula. But the king rummoned bis great general Yi Wan-io,
who was the fatber of tbe founder of the present dynasty, and
scon put the ceditious people down. They were killed or ban-
ished and tkeir property was confiscated. At the same tince the
Mongol  commissioner was sent back bome and nany of the
northern districts which the Mongols bad seized were forcibly
taken back.. And yet the Mongole bad rot fled from Peking.
The final breaking up of the Mongol rower was forsshadowed
in the act of the garrison of tbe town of Ha-yang in the wnorth,
which can:e and volurtarily transferred their allegivnce from the
Mongol to the Koryo king. 3

The Mongol emperor bad of course lost all conBderice in
Koryo sicce the rtelatives of bis empress bed been killed and
their property ccnfiscated in Koryo; so be proclainzed a new
king for Koryo ard sentan army of 10,000 m:en to make
good the order. Put Koryo was now enjoying the sevices of a
geveral cf the very first rank, Yi T"a-jo, tke founder of the pres-
ent dyrasty, and there was no fear of the Morgol army. They
were et on the banks of tke Yslu and put te Bight.

Ever since the attempted invasion of Japar by the Mon-
gols the emperor bad agents in the island of Quelpart to look
out for the breeding of the small but bardy Korean Lorse.
These Mongol horse-breeders were an utterly unruly set of inen
and frequently tbe king was obliged to send trcops to quell
distorbances and show these men their proper place. The
Koryo reccrds tell us a singular thirg about this island of Quel-
part.  They affirm that when the Mongol emperor found him-
self driven fo despeintion and about to evacuate Peking Le
formed tbe plan of fi1 ¢ irg asslum on this island of Quelpart.
For this purpose he sent a large ancount of treasure and otber
pecessary things for unse in case this plan sbould be found the
wost feasible. As it turned out it was not found necessary.

Tbe year 1368 bebeld the demolition of the Mongol Em-
pire. It had risen less than a century tefrre and incresacd with
ren.arkable mpidity and had threatened the wlole ¢astern
Yeniphiie. Jis decadesce lad Leen na rapid m @ us tenible
u8 na jise. lhe Mougols were peculiurly valit to resist the
seductions of the more refined civilizations which they ercoun-
tered. The Ming forces drove the Mongcl court from Peking
and the dethroned emperor betook himself northward into the
desert to the town of Sa-mak.

' H. B. HuLeesT.
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THE ¥OREIGNER.

R. Cho and I were seated at the open door in an inn. Our
ricc had been brought. Mr. Cho had liftad his spoon
when I asked what were his impressions of the relations

of the foreigner to Korea. He pansed with his spovn in his hand,
iooked up at the threatening sky; then into the vard ata Jen
scratching iudustrionsly for her brood. He paused so long that I
almost forgot that I had asked a qnestion ; then be began:

“My home wasin Whang-hai province, in a village back
among the mountains. So far from the main thoroughfare and
S0 s;:?uded is the village that many people reach an old age with-
out seeing persons from even neighboring towns. At was pener-
ally understood among the people that there is such a city as
Seoul where the king lives in splendor, but to travel there would
be like making a journey toa foreign country. At the aye of
twenty I went to the capital to witness a gathering for the pational
examinations. The attractions of the city prevented my return
to my old home but my language and habits were ~o peculiar that
* I had nearly as much difficulty in getting fumiliar with my neigh-

bors as to get acquainted with the foreigner who came a little
later. I was so afraid of the rebuif and jeers that my country
ways excited that it took me two years to make & round of the
sights of the city. I witnessed with pleasure the expulsion of the
Japanese. Following that incident the western forvigners came in
Jarge numbers. I think my impression of them was one held gen-
erally. I thought they had come tv hel};“the Japanese. We de-
spised the Jatter most heartily. They had been driven from the
country several] times. They are small of statore and, man for
man, it was believed that tie Koreans would be more than a
match for them. But the westerners generally were great of statare
with stariug eyes, prominent nose, large ears, and broad mouths.
We were all afraid of them. They did pot engage in trade, but
were often seen entering the palace and receiving visits from the
officials. -

“At that time I made & visit to a missionary’s compound and-
looked over the wall; while doing sv a Japancee came into the
yard with a basket of meat. It had been largely circulated that
1he forcigner caught children and ate them., The ex~itement haid
been growing from day to day, in fact, the'people were ready 1

-
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rise in arms to drive out the cannibals. I was in doubt hefore re-
ganding the truth of the rumors, but that basket of meat cvuvinced
me that they were well fonnded. The Japanese weut 1, the door,
and to my amazement, a woman came vut and bangiacd for the
roeat. Now a Korean is satistied with a small picee o! lewf for
his table. The size uf this particalar picee corvineal me of its
terribie nuture, and its being received by a woman conviteed me
of the fierce, cruel character of the western wople. The sact thac
the Japanese did not receive anything at the dvor in cxci:ange,
convinee | me that the latter, of u race of Shylocks, bud for gain
been led into this awfal trade. I have, of course, long ago learved
that the Japanese was selling an innocent leg of mutton. I bavealso
learned that a Jady may bargain for ber dinner. But uther in-
cidents have confirmed my first inp:essions that the western man,
tho reiined by a great civilization, is by nature a fierce being.

“I have frequently visited a missionary whose conversation
alwars seems narurally to lead to moral questions, which are not
uninteresting to me; but he getx excited and at some points I al-
mast icar he will leap over his desk at me, when suddenly he
collects himself reminding one of a panting pony pulled suddenly
on his haunches. He then smiles in a way that is intended to be
winning, . :

*“l have travelled not u little with the foreig-er in the in-
terior. He al rays scemx distressed and frequently irritated at
the crowds of curious strangers that throng at theinne. In those
early days when passports were demanded at every town some
amusing incidents occurred. Frequently the Yamen runmers
wonll aunounce to the curious crowds that the loreiﬁne liked
eggs and chickens and all who coutributed liberally would be per-
mitted for an instant to put their cyes to holes in the paper doors
for a glance at the strauge creatures. By such exhibitions the
Yamen runners would make a handsome sum. The people un-
- derstood the squeeze but felt well repaid. At such time the

traveller \(ou;g scem to be exercising great self-restraint, and
from his stand-point it was not perhaps unnatural to become fre-
quently rude as he did not understand the innocence of our
curiosity. ‘

“Some time ago [ sat in a little room while & missionary
was nJ)reaEhing. An old man came in who was too deaf to nnder-
stand a word. He attempted to speak but was motioned to keep
silent. His pipe was gently drawn from his hand. Finally- we .
were requested to pray.  When we began to kneel the old man’s

dim with age, sparkled with surprised curiosity. ‘Whatare
:Qdoing?’ he asked, but was motioned-to kneel. ‘Why?’ he re-
peated, with a deep chuckle suggestive of arousemnent hard to re-
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ess, but drothd his head 1o the floor and looked dutifully at
is hands until the close. I suppose the foreigner would bave
becn as polite in bis own country.

“Many interesting things are being brought frcm the west to
Korea. I may claim some adva over many of my conntry-
men. If I see anything new and strange I hold my peace.
Whereas my companions viten exhibit their ignorance by exclama-
tions and remarks that are far from being shrewd. My friend -
Kim, for instance, while travelling, came up with a forcigner sit-
ting by the road-side, a bicycle at his feet. My friend had never
seen 2 wheel before and afier staring a few moments, his face
gcrewed into many wrinkles he exclaimed. ‘Does he carry th: t
thing on his back or does he ride it, and does be whip it with that
stick in his hand.” Of course it was a natural inference that the
san carried the wheel un bis back becanse he was sitting on the
ground, his face flushed from violent exercise. Whereas, if he
were riding he would have been neither sitting on the gronnd nor
over‘-heateg. The fault of my friend was, he spoke before he:
weighed the logic of his inferences.

“Mr. Kim was always unfortunate with foreigners. While
travelling to Won-san he was overtaken by a foreigner, who, he
afterwards Jearned was an American. It was before the time of
political and social reforms, and, before the genteel class had laid
aside their peculiar strut and pompous carriage. This man cer-
tainly had nv bearings of rank about him. In fact be walked in
a loose indifferent style. My friend called out ‘Have you caten
vour dinner?’ . He had hardly gotten the words out of his mouth
before the foreigner had seized him somewhere, [ oould never just
remember where and thrashed him fearfully with a cane. Of
course my friend should not have used the lowest terms to a
stranger, and I admit that if such Jangnage bhad been uw-ed to a
Korean gentleman, it would have deserved a severe rebuke, but
how was he to know that the foreigner understocd the difference,
and even if he did, Mr. Kim was willing to hazard a rebuke in
vrder to show the foreigner that he did not approve of his pres-
ence.  Now, a countryman of mine would have returned some-
thing in the same measure that he had received, or at most would
merely have pulled Kim’s top-knot, which would not have been
indiflerent to my friends temper just at that moment, bnt the for-
eigner pitched into him so fiercely that Mr. Kim thought that his
clothes would be all thrashed off of him, and called vut, ‘Please
stop.” He hardly thi-ks be spoke in the highest terms but 1 fear
he did. The stranger stopped, smiled, and said he was glad to
vblige kim, but hoped that in the future he would avoid insulting:
strangers. 1 suppose the foreigner thought he had gained a point.
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Supposing my friend in the highest terms did ask him to stop,
he gained no conceasion of the heatt. In fact he hud defeated hig
<own purpaee; for Mr. Kim hus ever since held all foreigners in
-aversion. We Koreans have Jearned our Jessons from Cionfucing
better than any other people not exclnding the Chincs> and Jap-
anese —you must win the heart in order to conquer. In our own
history how often it has been illustrated; the Chinese have come
.du from the north, scattered out people and driven them to the
southern seas; the Japanese have come in from the sonth and with
Targe slaughter have driven us over the borders to the north and
out upon the icles of the sea, yet when they had worn themselves
vut, we agan gathered ourselves loyally under our king an un-
conquered people.  As T think of the matter we are iu greater
danger to-day of Jusing our uational characteristics than during
any previous period of our history. There is something fascinat-
ing about the western learning and progress. If is winning the
dearts of many.

. * “My friend Kim has formed a habit when preoccupied in
woeditation of tracing imaginary characters with .iis finger on the
palm of his hand. A few days ago I noticed him repeating this
habit with great vigor. He paused a moment in his writing to
-crush a flea, glanced up, and again wrote with more zeal. I knew
he had something on his mind and would soon make it known,
He tinally did by drawling ont, ‘I don’t know but that the govern-
aent .reforms are all right ju a measure, for instance, the law
amight prohibit the us? of a pipe over six feet long, and the wear-
ing of over three top knots at one time, for.in either case they
‘would be an incotvenience to the owner. Why should the govern-
ment think any further’ Mr. Kim wears a smile that shoots
-direct across his fuce and when be scores a point, it makes
l)illn_ m sinister; but ::]:y friend has h('}o:fl'lnﬂ Gdld;n Rnle;
wonly the tive side as taught by Confucius, or he migh
8ee reasons fol?eg:ohibiting things that would not work good to
others, even tho they did them we harm. My impression is, how-
evcr, that the Westerner has customs that do other people little
good, not Jeast them, are those of 1o less exclusive a type
than our to k::;nﬁongpi and large coat sleeves, are to us.
K have stodied ﬂnemwerti:ply, hat have never been able to
understand why a great people should start reforms among us by
‘the use of imlmrnndﬁir brush. I have tried to picture to
amyself a foreigner dressed with his coat and vest :iened_at_tbe
back instead of the front and his shots pointiag behind. Heé mt?v;t
deel sowething of our dismay at the loss of our top knots. He
wmight from his own philosophy find some roral power in it, aod
advancement in civilization; that is, if humiliativa and indigna~



- 1898.) THE FOREIGXER, 211

tion are a step upward. If it were not for the continnal declar~
ation of disinterestedness that we hear, T shonld be tempted to
think that unkindness, in a disposition to ridicule on.the part of
the foreigner, was intended. 1t certainly counld not be a lack of
wisdom, tho the latter I sometimes call in guestion. Not
ago a foreigner remarked to me that knowledge of a fact is uvselcss
;mlas yotl;xen;mlld g&m reason for it.f Later :nl‘llile.dv:le 'wereltravel-
ing to = up a ro tald him T knew
the fac%e of its gr}:)wth, luft co?x:l. not m its channels from air,
earth and sun; I noticed he was too much prevccupied to explain.
If their wisdom is superior to ours, we may patiently wait; for
wisdom in the end, always triumpbs. I don’t know but that 1
rather like their positive ways of asserting what ther believe.
however, much of a shock it gives me. If they make a mistake
what a fall it must be. Not half of the arable land of our voun-
try is tilled, and onc an cultivates during a seaxon only abou-
one acre; while we are told that a man in the west, can till a hunt
dred acres and build good houses. A great thro the use
of our soil and other natural resources, to m rich among:
the nations would be an effort werthy of any people.
“Personally, I bave received much good at the foreigners’
‘hands, tho T shall never understand him, and expect ever to stand
a little ini awe of lis fierce ways. From him 1 learned a great
truth that bas made my life sweet, and I have a great hope for
the Jand I love, a hope that follows me while I wake and while 1
sleep; that the same power within me will transform my country.”
Big drope of rain were alrcady falling. Mr. Cho watched
the hen with her brood hasten to shelter; Jooked Jung into the
distance; then turned to his rice, not noticing that it was already

cold.
Naw.
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‘THE BEAUTY AND THE BEAST.
(A EOREAN VERSIOXN.) *

NCE nyon a time-perksps hondieds of vears ago—Pak He

Sik hved in the eastern part of Karea, bis bun.lle dwell-

ing thatched with stiaw and of only two or thiee kane,

was sittated in the celebrated Dianiond mountains in a small

:steep valley which tronting 10 the scuth enabled the sun to

shed its rays upun his hittle rice felds and mature hLis ecanty
CrOff. : :

r"l kece fields, mere ratches, rach cnly a few yardsin area,
terrnced up with stone walls had been wri.ng bhy'tke hard labor
-of Pak an | his ancesters ficm the flints ard rocks of the mour-
tei18; even the soil in which the grain grew was with wuch tcil
brought irom a distance. :

His. family copsisted of only himeelf ard his vwife; no child-
Ten bad come to bless his beusebold and be was too foor to
adopt as is almest always dore in such cases in Korea, a scn, to
worship after his death at bis ton:b und do 1everence Lefore his.
‘Lurnble ancestral tableta.

* Fiom some recent publication it may be inferred that the Xoreans
are very illiterate and that but few of the common people, and still tewer
-of the women of any class have any education.

] think this erroneous and that a large majority of tbe men and many,
Pprobably most of the women, can at least read and write unmun, the Korean
phonetic alphabet, which Professor Griffis says “is one of the most simple
-and perfect in the world.”

Indeed | bave been told that it is so simple and perfect and easy that
-any Korean can acquire it in 2 week or two and Jearn in that sh-1t time to
both read and write. 1am further informed that there are a larye numter of
books mostly conuining stories, fables etc, printed in this native alphabet
which are extensively cuculated and read I have selected the followin,
Story not that there is any particular point in it, but as a fair sample
one class,

As it was narrated to me from memory by a Korean who is somewhat
famous for not sticking to the text and as I-have transcribed it from
smemory also, I do not pretend that it is a literal translation of the original,
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The bes furnished enough of that staple of life, rice,
for hiwself and wife and a swall garden made like them with
great difficulty and toil yielded under the ekilful and unremit.
ting - labors of the wife, sufficient vegetables inclading the cab~
bege, the buge and higbly ecented cross between a raddish and
turnip and known by foreigners under its Japsnese pame of

.dikon, and the cocumbers, ouiocs and pepper necessary to con-

coct that wonderfol and fiery condiment and food called kim-
chee and which is an indispensible dieh at every Korean meal: a
small flock of fowls industrions and energetic, contributed eggs
and pow and then a chicken to tbe larder, while a colony of
bees bived in a hollow log tet upright under the overbanging
eaves of thestraw roofof the bouse added some sweets, sugar be-
ing then, and even now, I may say, unknown in Korea outside
treaty poris,

There was also hard by, a little mountain Jake to which
Pak was wont to rescrt and fish'during all his spare time.

Such of the catch as was not needed for Bome consam
tion be would take tothe villages in the - valleys many ki dis-
tant and exchenge for cotton and beinpen cloth, salt and the
otber tbings necetsary to supply his few .and simple wants.
From all thisit will be seen that Pak while poor, was not
destitute, or needy, indeed neither richer or poorer than a large
msjority of the comumon or lower class which eom mest of

" the population of this country so bountifuily favored by pature,

if in no other wuy.

Fut oné summer Puk found there was a scarcity of fish in
the lake., While formerly be conld fill his basket in a few
bours now a whole dsy's fishing only furrished a few little
minnows.

At last be could catch nope altho using the 1nost conning
devines known to piscatorial art, baiting bis hooks with the red-
dest and liveliest of wriagling worus, or tbe fattest, most juicy
and greenest of grasshoppers, which had always beretofore been
sr_:;lglgal up wost voraciously, be could not get even a feeble
nibble. ; -
But bis perplexities and troubles were greatly increased
when he found tbat the lake was drying uap—each day the water
receded ard diminished rore *nd mere and roor Pak at last
realized with-consternation and borror that not only were bis
fisbes gore Lut his lake was going. In a sbort time there  was
but little of that beautifol sheet of water left and Pak who, we
can understand, watched with wistiol eyes the vanishing lake,
repaired to it one morning boping tc catch in ita last walers
such fish-as might be left. Be found none but instead an enoi=

-
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moun uatting in the puddle, n>t only the biggest in thai
hﬁmstqho largest he bad ever dreamed of. -

'The truthfal Korean who told me this story said tbe an-
cient chronicles only iecorded that ths frog’s hind legs were
three feet long but were silent as to bis otber dimensions, and
‘a8 T can get no furtber psrticulars my readers must be content

to form, from what they know of a frog's anatowy, an estin ate
of his actual size and proportions. : : :

‘When Pak bad recovered frem bis astonisbment he began

to berate the frog for eatis g vp all the fish and drinking down
all the =ater of his Jake, cursing hito, bis m:otber and lather, bis
grand-mother and indeed all bis ancestors, especially in the fem-
inine line, ufter the Asiatic fashion a:d in choicess Korean which
[ am told is especially sich in expletives. The frog, with true
batrachian patience, waited uotil Pak bad exbaosted bin:self and
bis vocabulary, ard then almost paralyzed himn by "abswenrny
with polished politeness excusing hiwself and winding up with
the requaest that as bis abiding place, the lake, was gone Pak
sbould extend to bim the bospiialities ot b's home. After much
talk Pak consented and they set out for the house, the frog
moderating his bops as well as be could to the much lesser
stride of his conpanion and, the two chatted guite amicably on
the way.

But on arrival a serous obstacle was encountered—the
.Rood wife put ber foot down on the project, declaring that while
she had pever beforn objscted to company, indeed had done
whiat she could to entertain the three or fqur visitors who bad
come that way in the forty yeas of their married life, she must
draw the line somewhere and that she drew it at frozs. Pak
after exbausting every other argument at Jast with that diplo-
macy only learned in long years of conjugal aseociation suggested
that the frog coald talk and bad a rich far.d of news and gossip
which be was willing to impsrt and then, gcod and true woman
#s she was, she consented and tbe irog hopped ic.

~ Not only this but she bronght into the only spaie 100m
great armfuls of the Jeaves and weeds which bad been collected
for fuel and Jonrd over the pile many tubfulls of water, to
1ake & nice damp bed for the frog, sv that.he night feel ag.
bome and be comfortable. :

After finishing their labors for the day Pk ard bis wife
went to the fiog’s room for a sucial cbat, who, druwing on bis

natlon as b ost fiogs will, related several smusing wicidents
and Pak then told all he knew in about twenty minutes after .
which the wile took up {he conveisation, talling all she knew or
thought shs knew, ccnsuming we may be sure matker more tirce,

-



1898.] THE BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 215

and as the frog was a most patient and appreciative listener the
worthy couple, when they rctired, weve quite convinced that he
was a most entertaining and brilliant conversationalist. The
vext mornicg they were awakenad by a terribie noise aud rosh-
ing out fond the frog calinly seated on the little veranda sing-
ing his moming song, greeting tbe rising sun as its ravs gilded
the bare mountain peaks that towered above them. I cannog
undertake to describe the volame or *londness” of the song
which was literally raising the roof and shaking every timber of
tbe bouse but those of iy rzaders who bave been in the Sonthe
ern states and heard tbere the hellowing of the bull frogs with
six ioch legs, can forn & di 0 dea of the noise this frog with legs
three feet long was making.

‘Wb n the song was ended and they had recovered some-
what from their consternation and could look around they wer-
still 1nore atsonished to see that tbe little yard tbat surroonded
the house and which had always been 85 bare yas vow filled
with all sorts of tbings—piles of syces, the most valoed carrency
10 Asia, puré silver each cast in the fornnn and a-out the size of
a horsa’s hocf, also stacks of cash stzupg on strings, great tales
of cotton, grass, and hempen cloib, and of silks ard satins, long
rows of bags of rice pi'ed bigb, great jars of kinr ches, and psck-
ages of dried fish and sea weed, and shoes and hats and ipar.-
geus, robes, clotbes, and fans, piprs and tobacco, and ind_eed
everything necessary o supply the needs and gratify the desires
of a Korean, A clorer inspection developed beauntifoily inlaid
boxes filled with orbaments, gold, silver and jade ringe, smbér
buttons and gold and silver hair pins, in shape and size very'
much like a butzher’s skewer, with curiously carsed and evam-
«led heads, also tortoise shell and ivory combs; but what plessed
Mrs. Pak miost was a metal wirror. She bad beard of such
a thing but had never seen one; the only cli-npse she bad ever
got of her fa e was in some placid pool of water.

I can imagine, but not describe, the pleasure and raptore
with wbich ehe viewed her wrinkled visage, us -well as the de-
lightrd and beaming ccuntenance that ywas reflected from the
nigbly pclished suiface of that wonderfol mirror, as sbe gazed
mtoit. -

. Troly Pak and his wife were “rich heyond the dreams of
avarice” and blessed the day when they “took in™ the frog.

As 1 bave intimated above, Mrs. Puk like some of ber sex
was fend of gossip, but during the long period of her poverty
bad but few opportunities to indulge in it, now since she had
chai's ani chair hearers she became quite a *‘gad-about” visit-
g the gool danesc/ the villages exlnbiting her finerj-anl bex
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rror and retailing from bhouse to bouse all the news, scandal
and gossip she could gather or invent, like the fine old lady she
bad become.

*  Much of this news she brought home to tbe frog, but
what interested him most was ber goesip about the beaoty and
sccomplishments of a daughter of Ye Do Sin, the most power-
ful and richest Yangban in that partt of the country.

- Mnr. Yo in early life had passed tbe civil seivice exam™na-
tions known as the quagga, and by hook and crook, which be-
ing interpreted means a hberal donstion to some influential
official at tbe capital bad secured the magistracy of ove of the
richest Jistricts.

Here, being very inventive and active, he introduced 1nany
seforms or to put it plainly, many new ways of squeezing and
getting money out of the people, and his success was so great
" in the line of filling his own pockets tha’ the eavy and copidity

of ull his brother officials was arcused to the highest degree.

His office was sold to a higber bidder and bis career of unbri-

dled and unremitting robbery and oppression thus cut sbort,

bnt he bad, as was vsual with magistrates inade the most of his
oppcrtunities and left his district, preceeded by a long line of
pack pouies, bearing bis spoils of office. and followed by the
curses and maledictions of the people. | '

Returning to his old home bhe bad added largely to bis
ancestral lands and become as we bave seen, a mighty Yang-
ban, greatly feared and therefore greatly respected.

He bad three daugbters, two were wnarriad and the young-

-est was the beautiful maiden who was the subject of Mrs Pak's

Jaudations to the frog. : ' :
" One bright morning the frog fairly took Pak’s breath away
by anpouncing that be intended to marry this dsugbter of Ye's
and app.inting bim as his ambassador to conduct the negotia-
tions. As we can readily understand Pak bad no stomach
for this matrimonial mission. -He was quite certain that Ye
would beat bim to death if he made such a proposition and on
_the otber band feared to offend the frog, realizing from whence
all his good things had come, and that a frog which had given
.could take away, and so, while inwardly imprecatiog the wag-

ging tongue of bis wife which bad brought him into this dilemwms,
be tried to make some excuse, but the frog was inexorable,  and
while promising that no. barm should come to him, required
that he start at once : :

. When Pak, arrayed in all his firery, arrived at Ye's house
he was admitted without - into the presenca of his bigh
soighuiness who, as it bappensd was just then in a receptive
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rcood with resyect to noptial negetiaticrs. Bis twe sy r-ir-
law, members of high but in:;joverished fanili:e benyg 100
proud to work and tco pcor Lo pet an cffice, were living cu s
bounty ir unmitigated idlenese, ard Lis bopis were cente:ed n
18 youngest davghbter, the best beloved of all, wlo I'e Lad
reserved fcr a brilliant mairage, certain that with ter lewuty
"and accomplishments and bis weslth ke could catch sen-e high
official—a governor or the like,~but time was rasirc. She
was now in her eightecntb vear, much berend ti:e ror wlhen
maidens are nsoally espoused in Korea, and so when Puk with
mnny misgivings »nd an indispositicr to enter inic detat's
which I can easily appreciate, hesizatingly commencel the
negotiations, Ye graciously undertcok to belp puin alctig ar-d ashed
if the suitcr was nich. Pax answered he ti:oupbt su, as he bad -
recentiy piveis many valuable presents toa very northy cld
gentleman in the neighborhood. This aioused the ¢ld magis-
terial instincts of Ye and was very good. Tben'caie the gues-
tion asto rank. “Did be boll any office?” Iav eaid, *“‘He
didn't exactly know,” and as this was not satisfaciory, Ye, to
elicit foriber particalars on the important subject asked, *‘what
kini of buttons be wore behind bis eare.”” Now Pak bad never
seen any buttons.or indeed any ears about bis fiog, and was
again forced to make an evasive answer.

Ye then inquired as to tbe family and pan:ed sonce of the
prominent families of the land,

**Was he a Kim, or a Sim a Min, or « in, a Ho, a Cho
or a Ko, a Quong oo Hong,” and so on. Poor P’ak wus com-
pelled to say “No,” but confidently assested that bis faniily was
one of the oldest and most numerous w the wcrid indeed
*“Was the first fan ily in tbhe Jand.”

Ye somewbat mystified, asked £atly for his came and Pak
wbo saw that forther evasiuns and subterfopes were at an end
gave bis name, “Froz He Hop,” and vpon Ye's expressing
surprise at such a cognomen, Pak with much trepidation
explained that Frog was the right name because his matri-
monial eandidate belonged to the great family of fiogs und was
in fact, a froy. § 200k

Y¢’s indignation overrode even his astonishmrent and he
fairiv reared with rage and when Pak by way of n.ollifvirg kim
- said that his trog was the Jarcest frog in the land, with legn |
three fret Jong and could talk and sivg like thu. der Yeeaclain ed
tbat “He would listen 10 no frog talk, and the bizper the
frog, the longer his legs, and the louder his song, the greater the
insult,” and ordered out bhis whipping berch and beaters in or-
der that Pak migbt be pcunded to death. This bench wasin’

-
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those days, and I fear n niore modern times, an indis{:m‘b].
the

. adjunet to every powerfnl Yangban's establishwent

just adjnstment, from tue Yangban's point of view, of all die-
putes in which be bad an interest.

Pak was stripped, laid face downward and secarely tied
on the bench and toe beatef had just puised his bigh paddle in
air when the sky suddenly becawe over-cast with blackesy
clouds, from which darted and flasbed fiery tongues of forked
ligutning, with sharp peals of thunder, r«in poured in torrents,
then cande bail, st first swall, but rapidly increasing in size until
they were even larger than the eggs laid by the most virorous
of Mrs. Pak’s bens, then real stones, cracking and crushing the
tilen of the bouses, were hurled down. :

The le did not dzscend on Pak but fell barmlessly from
the ne bands of the afirighted beater and Ye, thorounghly
demornlized, bad bim cast lovse ; instantly tbe tenible torrent
ceased, the sun came out with sniilling face, the angry clonds
rolled away to thy west, with tbunder muttering low bot
ominously as they went, and the u:atrimonisl negotiations were
resuived. Pak pressed the suit of his suitor with rer.ewed conf-
dence and the banghiy Yangban now cowed and ip & state of
g:ter collurse to!d him to bring on his frog axd tbe hide would

pm o’ '

, time for the ceremony waes fixed and Pak wended
his way bome, wuch shaken up by bis experience, but quite
eon%ox:ttbe inted dd - m.ﬂ;e frog, = ed

appoi ay came, W
numerous attendants and astride *“a gallant and Pml:;gﬂ::{
rode to the bride’s-honse.* I bave not the space to describie a Ko-
rean wedding procession, so curions and interesting and often very
gorgeous and grand, and can only eay that in this case the frog
omitted nothing and spared no expense; § nor have I the space or

* The Koreans are in man but =s ians
s i e ST
ridiculous saddle, buik up to give him dignity, about two feet sbove the horse’s

hckand(nmcalll’ clingi: g with both hands t» tl.¢ iron bgr put - across the
pomn el to enable hnwn?aﬁuahhkuhmmbkexskd'l):_

seat, will agree with me that the had but hitle ditticulty in svce
imitating him. Indeed, Jong before I heard this frug story, whenever I saw
a 1 was reminded ot that nursery song whict my dear

and fanhful old nurse used to sing 10 me in myhh-m:ndmmdns_-

e frog went a courting an | he did nd
“With a sword and pistol by his side.”.

3 [Notwithstanding X's idea as to want of space, we gladly make room
for th- f.llowing note on wedding piocessions which be has kindly furnished

© us at our special request—En. X X)

The Kcreans are very conservalive especially as to family and social
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even the heart to enter intou the details of this wedding, so sed at
least, to the bride and her family, but we may be quite sore that
our frog went thro the many various and complicated ceremonies
with all the dignity, decorum, grace and agjlity for which the frog
family have been ever famous.

ortubately for the bride, ber eyes were closed, and sealed
. 'with wax afier the Korean fashion, during the ceremony ; a Ko-
rean bride going into matrimony literallv—as her western sisters
sometimes do metaphorically—blindly, and she was thus spared
the aight of the hideous and grotesque ugliness of her Lride- .

m.

At the end of the ceremony and when the feast was finished
the frog, much to the joy of the family, announced that be would
not ask the bride to go to his house and kolow to his parents and
bow to his ancestral tablets as is usnally done, and that be would
leave her for the present at ber father’s home, but asked that
be.f;cl)!reberdeparﬁng he be accurded a few minutes private talk
wl .

This was of course granted, and when he went into her room
and she saw him, her eyes being now wide open, she cast berself
on the cushioned floor and writhed in agony and in tears.” The
frog in his tenderest tones asked, “Why this grief and why these

tears 30 unseemly-on this their wedding day?”
She retorted, “Why should she not weep. Her sisters had
handsome husbands and she, for more beautiful and sccom-

plished, bad waited to make a brilliant match—to marry a gov-

‘matters and we may assume that a. wedding ion, (that is, the bride
groom going tolhebti.e'sbouse)onheﬁog!stime differed but Fule from
those which can now be seen almust any day in the streets of Seoul.

First are a number of women gaily dressed and marching in double Jine
with enormous coils of hair as big as a ship’s cable wound curiously and
high around the tops of their heads, on which are poised larve boxes wrapped
m bright silk clothes; these boxes I am to'd contain the ckshes of the bride-
groom and perhaps presents, and alo food for the marringe feast.

Then comes the bridegroom ~n the finest horse he ¢ n procure, nearly
always a “gallant gray” with its Jong flowing mane and 1ail tie.1 and festooned
with red ribbon and with noddirg plume in head and cayarisoned with that
wonderfully useless and dang. rous contrivance, a Korean saddle, its skirts as
eyt ot e ) b e
silver and with man nt strings ending in i ve
which eaily swing to and froywith the motion of the borse. A Korean rider
uses no reins, being too grand to guide his stecd, and so 2 groom or ma-
as he is called grasps the bit and holding the horze’s head high in air ma
. him rnmc and dance in true Korean style.

n marpage processions there is in addition a particolored rope or broad
belkt of white leather fastened to the bit streiched out in front and burne by
tioree or four artendants and thus the bridegroom is literally led into matn-
mony. An attendant walks beside the steed and holds over tle b.idegrouns

-
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-ernor perhaps, at least she had expected to marry a man, but here
she was wedded to a cold blooded, clammy, cronm?'rog with
warts all over him and his eyes on the top of his "

. .. The frog admitted that sppearances were against him but
added that perhaps things *““were not as bad as they seemed,” She
‘with another flood of tears replied that “she did’nt see how they
could be worse,” and he to cut.the painful matter'short told her
to take a pair of acissors, which lay conveniently near, and cnt a
slit in the skin of his back. %

Nothing loath—ehe would have been more glad to bave cut
his throat—she seized the scissors and viciously cut in his loose
and flabby skin a long slit from his waist up to the nape of his neck,

He commenced vigorously working at the skin and soon
e young man radiantly fair, dressed in finest and gaud-
iest colored silks, and with a “pung-cham” in his head net, not

the usual amber or tortoise-shell, but a hugh diamond that flashed

like a star,

In Korea women of her high class are kept in strict seclusion
and are pot permitted to see,. or be seen by any of the masculine
{:mﬁmexcepttheneanstnhﬁm had, of course, seen

* brothers-in-Jaw, and on several .occrsion bi slyly puncturiog

small holes in the moons (pape got glim

of her fal ‘r’uguestn,andinﬂ' "wnyhnd-‘:enthmzorfogrym

men, all of whom she thought quite handsome, but never in her

ﬁm'?m, st g i thi."’;ouugm mwp:u;; o

80 grace 1 80 irg as th man. y ing

around be'rinnslain sight, :ginging his legs and swaying his flow-
the Jong tails of his coats in that grand yang-ban

a buge paper umbrella eight or nine feet in diameter and with a handle
twelve or fificen fet long; sometimes there e several umbrellas; there are
two or more other attendants with fans 10 cool the heated ion of

“the bridegroom and seize his leg restore his balance on his high and

_perilous seat in the not in event cf his g it, while behind come
4 large number of followers which like the women in are in two paralle]
lines farapart, in fact occupying the entire road; and lastly comes some old

friend of the family, who bas been prosperous and had several sons, bearing

4 live wild goose which is indispensable in all Korean wedding ceremonies.
* * The bni m is dressed in the picturesque covrt ‘costume with it

" curious bekt and winged hat, he being for this- brief occasion, and this alone,

no matt~r how humble his rank, equal to the highest official or noble. ;

I have ofien asked what part this goose played in the matrimonial
ceremonies and have heen given m«af:ox:lamtm; the most pro™able
1s that the Koreans think that geese are strict monogamists and that when
once mated they remain during their Jong lite true to their first and only love

and when one dics the other does not mate again and that therefore the
goose is used as a sym»ol of conju al constancy and fidelity.
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‘Chen he told his story—he was not a frog at all—not even
so mean asa mortal, bat was theson * of the King of the Stars, whe
beconing displeased with him for some slight offense had con-
demued him to take the forax of a frog and perform three appar-
ently impossible tasks. |

He was first to catch and eat all the fisl: in Puk’s lake, then
to drink it dry, and lastly to marry, while still in the guise oi a
frog, the most beautiful woman in the world, all of wlich, espec-
ially the last, he added with a graccful and complimeuntary bow, he
had nnwv done. But he said there remaived & few niore days of

robation during which he must play the frog, and after whinh,

would come and take her to his starry kingdom where she

would become like him, immortal, and they would dwell together
in matrimonial bliss forever.

‘Lhen resuming his frog skin with the aid of his now enrap-
tured spouse, who deftly and nentlLbnt lovingly and most teo-
derly stitched up the rent in his back, he, a?u chargiog her to
strictly keep his secrét, passed out and gravely kofiving to his
respected -in-law hopped on his horze and rode home.

As I am somewhat interested in astronomical disturbances
acd as the account which the Star Prince gave to his bride
concerning his offences was meager, I made inquiries of the nar-
rator all])dbhe said that it was ti-:: usual Wfixtll; orean Ben;dt;lc;s,
especially bridegrooms, to give their wives iculars, of their
af:pt:-cnupﬁa]a escapades. ngut from all the ingxrr:ntion he could
get he thought that the prince’s deviation from his true course
was cansed by tlie attractions of Venus with whose charme he
had become enamored. That his father, the Star King, had given
in his keeping the Milky Way, that great highway of the heavens,
but that he had pledged and mortgaged it with all its tolls and
other rights and privileges thereto sppertaining, to a eyndicate
of usurious bankers, to raise money to buy from Saturn his brightest
ring for his charmer, and that when this ring was seen on the taper
finger of Venus, the gossips began to talk and this reached the

cars of the Star King. Just here I realized that my narrator was
drawing on things that he had read in his Eoglish studies and
that none of this was Korean and I stopped him with a rharp
rebuke and my readers so far as I sm concerned must remain in
ignorance a3 to the particulars of the peccadillos of the J:tm-e.

After the frog’s departure from Ye's house, family

* In ar article entitled, “The Bird Bridge” and publisbed in T+ Re-
FOSITORY of February, 1895, I stated on what I then thought was geod
authority that the only child o the Star King was a daughter; now we find
that he had a son. The two statements are inconsistent and wholly irrecone
clable and it is evident somebody is prevaricating.

-
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mdil:.ﬁ surprised to find that the bride was not -at all
cast n but on the contrary quite cheerful and bappy, in-
deed rather hooyant, so to .and eo some of them especi-
ally the idle sons-in-Jaw chi r, saying thrt as she seemed
80 happy over ber catastrophe she was none to good for a frog and
WS mated, and they also made insinuating snd sly remarks
about polliwigs and tadpoles and the like which were noder all
the circamstances uncalled for and 1 think in Bad taste, but the
beautiful bride kept her equanimity, her temper, and her secret
thru it all, knowing that sovn her day of triumph would come.

She was greatly sostained in her trials, and the “weariness of
waiting” softened by frequent visits from Mrs. Pak, who brought
snd took sweet messages between her and her frog, as also by the
morniug songs of the frog; she could detect among his deep base
notes which grandly rolled over the ten or twelve miles of hills
and dales that separated him from her, many teader tenor notes
which she knew were lovingly intended for her.
~ The Koreans consider the sixty-first birth day as a most im-
portant eveut, it being regarded as the turning point in life, and
if a man is prosperous and in good health, he celebrates this natal
.day by a feast ag graod as his purse will allow.

: § ow Mr. Ye's sixty-first birth day was approaching, and fur
the purpose of providing for the feast he ordeted his son’s-in-law
to organize a great hunting and fishing expeditiou tv go to the
‘mountains for game and fish, and also sent out invititions to all
bis kin and {riends bidding them to the feast. -

But the frog, altho a son-in-law, got no invitation and was
greatly chagrined and mortified at the slight pat upon him; he
was moreover mad over the taunts and insinuations and petty .

tions to which hi» wife had. been subjected by bis worthless
rothers-in-law, and which had been duly reported to him by old
Mrs. Puk, with all her additions and comments, -and 80 he deter-
mined to play them a trick which they would never forget, aud to
that end, hurried up into.the mountains, clearing forty or fifty
feet at a hop, and summoned the hesd tigers, which by their fero-,
city and cruelty and strength, had made themselves kings and
fnasters; not only of all the other beasts in the mountains, but of
the fowls and fishes as well, and gave then strict injunctions to-
- gatber op’all the. game and take them to places inuccessible to
men; also to see that all the_ fishes hid in the deepest waters of
the lakes and did n:«t take a bite at anything. ’

This was done and when the bunting party arrived they found
nothing. The grass plots and fields usually alive with pheasants
and other gane birds were now liftless: the glades and forests in
which deer and wild hogs were wont to wander in droves were
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deserted, nothing—nut even a sparTow—was seen except one or
two white tailed eagles, circling high in air and far beyond the
range of the bows and rude match Jock guns of the hunters, snd-
which were in fact sentinels and spies for the tiger kinga.

Nor were the fishermen more snccessful—neither by hock or
net could they catch = fish and so the whole party were forced to
return empty banded, and utterly dishearteocd.

The frog who had got from the tigers a gondly sapply of game,
srranged it so that when returning the Far; ahonplfl encnuoter
him as he l«d a long string of coolies loaded with his game.
When his brothers-in-law saw this supiley“tbeir astonishment was
only equaled by their desire to get it; were fut bears, razor-
backed boars, with curved ight or ten inches long, miid
eyed and juicy deer, swans, geese, and ducks without number, great
Dbustnrda—the wild turkey of the east— and pheasants, quails, wood-
cocks, snipe and so on besides fish fresh from the mountain waters,

. and they at once commenced negotiations with the fyog to obtwin

it. H> refused all pecuniary considerations but graciouslv oms-

sented to Jet them have these good things for the feast of their

:h’én.un]nn father-in-law if they would let him put his stamp on
eir legs. .

To this they agreed and the duly stamped the calves ot
the legs of each with his seal andﬁ:l?ey in turn took over all the
things and proceeded bome with great stories as to their prowess and
skill in hunting and fishing, thinking but little and caring les
about the stamps, ' .

The frog’s term of probation having ended the tkin was cast
aside, sund the prince came forth very much to the astonishment

and equally to the regret of Mr. and Mrs. Pak who were very
sorry to loose their frog.

"T'be prince then proceeded to bis bride’s house dressed in finest
clothing, and in a grand tiger skin open cbair, borne by sixtew
bearers and accompanied by a large band of followers, as will s
by the gouod old couple whose hospitality be bad enjoyed in the
days of bis fropdom. On arrival he found the place crowded with

uests ard the birthday feast in full blast, and Mr. Ye seeing that.

e had a distingnished visitor inyited him to come in and partske
of the good cheer, and in the prince stalked with baughty yang-
ban s.rut, but raid he had nut come to the feast and would eat
nothing but that he had come in search of his two slaves, who he
had heard were there.

Ye indignantly replied that he had plenty of slaves of hisown
and “‘did not harbor those of others” Lnt that he, the stranger,
was at liberty o search and “take anything that belonged to bim

-
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as quickly as poesible.” The prince answered that “all

lnu vabomhusnmpolsetlmalverwlor”

The sons-in-Jaw hearing this, and remembering the stamps
m@rﬁmmzﬂmmfmuﬁmm :utoftlm
vet w sprince pointing t out, as his rlaves,
they were svized by buattendantnandbronghtbackmdwbenm
spite of their vehemeut protestations and violent struggles, their
tronsers were rolled up the fatal stamps shining like ished
silver were plainly seen by all and poor old Ye saw and realized
with all its crashing and humiliating foroe that these husbands of
his daughters, were theseuledsluvesofa stranger. He roared
andnved shouting that “it was bad enough to have a frog son-in-
lIaw, but that the tion 'of slave sons-in-law was iofinitely
worse and that he rather a davghter had married a thousand
frogs,thananngleshvaandhmlhereweret\vodthem." Thus
beconhnueﬂtonve,and ¢ &lsﬁelv unmanbed, hysterically tore
his robes, and mangen and at his top-knet nnhl at last the
Pprince pityi 'himandhuwp-knot, explained everything, adding
that he would pow take his bride to his starry home, and while
htl:ywonldneverretnmtoenrthlheywuldhseenaastammthe
vens.

: Inthemeant!metbebndehndbeenprvpcmdb the faithful
Mrs. Pak for her aerial journey, and havmgbnd farewell to ber
and sisters, came out from the woman’s quarters. The
ince led her into the open court-yard and as they stood band
-5 nd bnflblt)n sofbglﬁmﬂhxinhf:a momet;t, then

a mist w Ta W, mnght em up

a_sinnoloudnnydlo'—-tbeyweregonz
'.[‘I:eshudeaofmghtsoonamedeenndhn saw
mmtbehwmsmdonblem one bright and fiery, the
less brilliant but even mase beautiful, shiving with a soft

%

Efé

And it is said that even at this late day Korean revellers
reeling home Jate at night drunk, can see stars double in almost
apy part of the sky.

While_none were born under a Incky star, Ye and Pak and
his wife, found they were now under the luck -of doublestars. Ye’s
crope vielded a return of a hundred £ 1d, his flocks and hends
‘multiplied heyonu precedent and his riches curresponaingly in-
cressed. When it becane known that he had such “high” con-
nections, honors and offices, were showered upon him anj when
2} 3.:1 l:‘{e he departed this Jife he was the high prime minister

Pak also got high rank with the much eoveted right of wear-.
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ing inde Lntions behind his ears and died full of verrsand happiness.
Mis. Pak snrvived him for a Jong time gnzing juto and exlhibiting
her mirror and dispensing out of her ample stores her clarities.
and gossip with preat satisfaction until at Jast Ler wagging tongne
was stilled in dent):. .

Just here my Jequacious and veracious arrafor puunged, arnd
i venturd 1@ ek him, as all the worthy peepleof the story had

been happ Iv dispesed of, what had beeeme of the worthless sors-

in-law?  He wne not to be enught, and replied that fieling the
disgrace of the slave stemps on their enlves, they nicd to romove-
them but the more they rebled and serubbed the Isighter ard
mao:e like burnished silver the rtamps became and that alter 1uh-
bing veariy into the bones bed sores came with blecd pedsoning
and both died with the lock jaw. .

X.
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A NEGLECTED METHOD OF MISSIONARY WCRK®

N reading reports of the multitudinous forns of missior ary
I work caried on in England, the wiiter becaive ‘inpr ssed
with «be- amount «f possible good that grew fiow the
distiibution of leatlete. 1 bis foni of work bas-been too 1nuch
neglected in the Urited S'ares and ronsequently Awerican 1.ige
sionalies do not realize its imponiance.

So often one enters intp a brief conver-ation with a Ko-
rean ard lislikes to Jeave him without a wonl concerning bis
soul’s talvatiou and yet ras not time or opportuuity for a talk
of sufficient length to create much interest or do much gond.
Bat if one hands hin a leaflet with a few words reconarending
it to bis attention, not the recipient alene but often his whole
-housebold are instructed thereby. When a crowd gathers around

_ -one’s bicicle or chair during: w few moments’ rest votbing

will reach them 50 well as soine Jesflets handed around with a
few wonls of introduction. -
- I do not believe in giving away books bat a leafict costing
one or two yen per thousand can. be given away with no fear
of doing barni. Kven they might be sold but it is so monch bet
ter to give one thousand than to sell three hundred. And sup-
posivg balf are not read each one of the remaining half is read
and beard by one to ten persors. -
the 'l"u.relirg fo ::l‘x,mbn .l‘:il field iso'l';.e:r'abebumn portion of
missionary’s w ¢ if every tra passes goes on
his way reading s tract or with one folded awhdyin his pocket
wnd ntent oo asking . some one-to read it, the distributer feels
that the day cannot le barren. Kvery bouse and -especially

-«very tavern passed affords a rich field for work. Sometimes a

faitbful Korean Cbristian follows the missionary and is sure to
be asked why the loreigner gives cvery one a hook and is given
an excellent .:p;]ponunity to say something to the point. A wait
st the ferry and a trip acroes the riverin a crowded boat bocome
a welcome opport.n'ty instead of s burden. One_does not al-
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wayh think it best to preach witbout some introduction and a
few tracts handod awwand give the mtycduetion uerded; the
henrers do not feel imposed uron, which is an iu.portant factor
in » good andiere~. The vsr of giving hiact= to aman who
-ca1 not read might bz doubtenl bat if you intercst him be is the
best wan ta.give a tract 10, for be gels remecr.a olse toTesd it
to Lim and a crowd gathers aromd to hear and discose, while
the lettered man may nad it hinealf an:d chow it to 10 one elce.
"~ The market-places offer tbe best opportunities for such'
work; with the axl of several Korewn bretgm\ twelve hundred
tracts bave leesn given outin twe or three hours cn w large
onrket-rlace.  Again . at a smaller market, with like aid eight
bundsed were distiibated.  ‘The nexu day on offering a farmer-
boy a leaflet, be said: “I received one of thote yesterday and
onr whole housekold read it.” A friend told me be met men
going from the fair who stambled along the road and nearly fell
into t! e ditcbes from absorption in the tracts they held Lefore
their jacer. Bo we know the trscts were read mnd with moze
interest thap tbay would excite at hon:e. At another tire at a
sorceress’ and gamblers’ fair three hundred were given out, the
zorceresses ard gamblers receiving them with apparent interest.
On a. day’s spin cf eeveral hundred i to and from ope’s
fleld, the biryclist does not have much timecr breath for preach-
ing, but a tract stuffed into each pocket—rom a supply srrudged
on a handy pert of the bicycle—can be pulled out just asone
passes s resident ora wayfarer and if thrown at bis fect he
will be sure tq pick it up and give it a careful perasalif only to
ses what it ssve about that “demoniacal thing that goes .faster
than a mule.” Thus three bundred bave been p'sced in-»
morning’s ride, and on Jooking back over s str-teh of my road
1 bave sen two or three separate wayfarers ecing oo their way
reading about their souls’ salvaticn as they journeyed, or per- -
haps gronps cf five or six in a village gathered around those who
were 1eading of the way of life. : g
The di-tributer should naver be without & few leaflets in
his pocket, for a visit to the telegraph cffice or tcs shop given
an oppoitunity to band one to the man in charge. -Chancen
present theineelves most unexrectedly and leave only sadnees if
the worker is unprepared. Tue distiibuter must te careful not
to pasa by thcee near at hand, the servants, the chaircoolies,
the carpenters nod laborers. And he must be especially careful
not to wake the leaflet an excuse for neglecting the testimony
of Lis own heart experi -
. A number of small sized leaflets have been in use but some
of the too short or not enough to the. point, - The_recipients

-
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-of one’s tracts may pever have motber chance to hear the
and one likes tn fe-l-that they bave Instructions in 1beir bauds”
-clear and full enongh 10 ¢ nable them to lay bold on enterna) ke,

" A leaflet mivst be lengthy encugh 'and yet not deal with Eden.

-ot Abiatain or anything else that will lead tEe render to thrivw
it away lecause be ca¥not understand 'it.. .God, uan’s sin,
Christ and bis salvation, must o the bod y of the leaflet, and
50 all leaflets will be alike in their bodies bot trict wust be: used
in chosing an attrective head and introduction. Not all men
care for their toul’s salvation so a fléshly héad s often the b st
1o attract to s spiritoal body. The leaflet that has been n:ost
‘used is no doult the *Wnal lan my nhanan kon Fon” sheat,
ten thousand of which were distribut d during the cholera snns-
mer and provably forty thousand sirce then. Ay abridged formi
-of the “Syong kyong ruun tap” wakes a zood leafl t, giving n
very zstiviaztoy summary of Cbristian doctrire.  Anotber that
3 early in its career, meeting Jarge sales is called “Cl’skbian
1:A ma otean kan ponina.” | :

Those haidest to reach are the woipen; and so we must
‘depend on the ladies disuribsting to their neals—they tuke a
Food lonx at us draw their veils close and run away when we offef
tbem a tract. The d stributer -does not neccessarily. 1equire w
koowledge of the language to do*his work’ sn DEWCOeTS O
those not immnedintely engaged in missionary wirk can m
‘their daily walxs sow s2ed that mnst hear froit.  The placzs on
tbe hilisides where the women Qo their washing offer the ladis.
£-0d opportanities tu work in pleasant surroundings, ,

- IrtSe distributer Juok= to Known results for enconragen.ent
he may find very little, bat if he Jooks to the prom.ises he will
“[t »hall not reforn nnto e void but it
sball ac-omplish that which I pleasc aud it sbal) proszer in the
thing whereto [ sent it.” :

F. & Mnren
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT,

HE 1S A FARMER.

HE. typical Korcan is a farmer.  Back of the yang-ban, tho
scholar, the yumwn runner, the *“panper and the “liar” who
bave been <o pruminently Lefore the foreigner’s eyves since

the opening of the conntry stand the great ma=s of tle people
whose svle occupation is farming, and whose intellectual make-up
has been shaped lareely by the experiences attendent npon the
tilling of thesoil. Tully nine-tenths of the Korean pation are
engaged in agricnlture,  Thereis no distinet manufacturing class
as such, which stands out in eontrast tv the farmer, forming a
scparate caste. The cotton, silk, linen and grass-cloth used by the
nation ave produced by the wives of the farmers, who raise or
gather the raw materiaL The sandals, mats, willow and wooden
ware are Jargely produced by the larmer in the leisure momeats
left him from Ins work in the fields. The carpenter, the bluck-
smith, the gecomancer and the stone mason of the averase hamlet
is always one of the farmers who adds to his stock in hamd skill
along these lines. The schoolmaster i3 generally the son of a
farmer of the better class.  The fisherman wenerally has a small
holding where he raises some of his own food, and most of his
parcphenalia is made for him by farmers. The only classes who
are distinctively not farmers are the officials, the yamun runrers,
and the merchants, and small bodics like the junk-men, mi

inn-keepers, and men who live by their wits, i.e., gamblers

fortune-tellers.  But these do not number more than one-tenth of
the population and even they are most closely connected with the
farmer; for the merchant who travels the rounds of the markets
is often an ex-farmer and purveys almcst altogether for farmers.
The same thing may be said of the inn-keepers, inns being a very
moderd institution in the Jand. The Korcun official goc> to the
provinees to govern farmers and the leading questions ol internal
state craft from time immemorial have been those of an agricul-
tural folk.. It will thus bo scen that Kores has dixtinetively an
agricultaral people. The govermment cxists on the revepue raised

-
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Irom agriculture and the people live on the returns from the soil,
Any estimate of the Korean people which approaches them fiom
any other than this standpoint is nccessarily imperfect and marred
by blemishes: : _
The first characteristic of the Korean farmer to impress a
foreigner is-h's dilizence. - With ‘no labor saving applianecs to
assist him he depends eolely on his own strength and that of his
patient partner, the bull. present time (middle of June) is
- the season for transplanting rice. For this purpose he lenves his
.house by break of day and will work bard until twilight drives
him hence, spending the entire day harefooted and barelegged in
water up to his knees in the back-aching process of placing the
Jittle of grain into the muddy swamps. During the day he
will be joined in this work by wife and daughters-in-law who are
us clever at transplanting grains and weeding the swampe as the
moen themselves. - The chief crops on which they spend their time
- are rice, barley, wheat, beans and the common- vegetables, and in
the cultivating and havesting of these crops most of the year is
occupied. During the winter months he becomes a manufacturer
and woes mats, sandals, scrcens, thatch, or gathers wood and
rash on the hill-side which he sends, after reser ving sufficient for
his own use, in great loads to the nearest town. . Two months of
the year are known as the “idling fime” —the first and the seventh
moons. Tt is during these months be takes things easy and may
d%n be found in his home ready. to listen to any passer-by who
2 o SRR L WS - : -
.~ . Another characteristio of the farmer is his simplicity. We
have given some attention to the question of illiteracy but must
confess our inability to formulate at this time an accurate stater
ment in the matter. We are of the opinion, however, that ex- -
‘cluding 'the women ahont sixty per cent of the farming class are
_unable o read either Chinese or the vernacular. If the women
‘are included in the survey then possibly cighty-five per cent are
llhtzrfntﬁ. This, M'ev:ﬂr,' tl'uoriel- witll){' the lo::l:t;:l o ' )]gx-:gvnt-
[ illiteracy is probably Jowest in KyJdng-ki ning-chong
:':g:!‘d highest in u.."ﬁ.'.ud.. provinces iﬁi‘ﬁ the struggle to hold
the wolf. outside the door has left Jittle time for study. Chris-
tiatitv, however, which is spreading rapidly, is dealing most suo-
y with the question of illiteracy and many, especially among
the women, have learued to read after becoining Christians. This
orance of the farmer hns shut wp to him the sources from
which he might derive a knowledge of the world. Another thing
which has added to his simplicity has been his dislike to going
far from home. ‘A vast amount of travel is done in Korea but
it is doue by other classes than the farwer.:. The best travelled
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¢lass in Korea are the literatti. Their studies give them aninterest
in things of the world, and this was stimulated in ante-bellum
days by the civil service examiration which compelled the attend-
ance o{ candidates at the prefectural cities, the provincial eapitals
and the metropolis. But the farmer himsclf s averse to going
far from home. Ope of the best farming regions in the empire
i+ the island of wha with a population of 50,000. Access
to both Chemulpo and Seoul is very easy and yet inquiry revealed
the fact that surprisingly few of the farming pa::}e had visited
either places. ° reans lell a fable of how a fish from the
vea fell into a well where livel a frog. Said the frog to the fish,
“Where did yon come from?” “From the great ocean,” was the
nnsver. “How big is it,” asked the frog—“is it as big as this
well?” and be hopped across it! This fable was invented to
describe the simplicity of the Korean farmer. Korea is the gres
land, “athousand miles lo~g.” The Kourean pevple the sali of
the earth “three thousand years old,” and custom, cugtom, castom,
the end of the law to him. .
The Korean farmer is patient. He endures conditions which
would drive other peoples to desperation. Bot he hiolds on wait-
ing for.the better day. The present is a time of much distress
throughont the ln.nd). We have several farmers among our
acquaintance who are living on one square meal once in twe days,
watisfying hunger the rest of the time with stewed greens which
are picked wild on the mountain side. Yet they are doing this
patienily waiting for the rice returns of the coming autumn which
promise a good crop. They carry this patience into their rela~
“tions with the classes which have ruled them, and anyone familiar
with their history must confess that they are among the easiest
peoples on earth to govern. Where an (%a‘al is for their
welfure they idolize him ; where he is oppressive and cruel they
endure his misrule to the bmkins‘;p:int. patiently put up
with illegal taxes which in any other Jand mean rivts and
rebellion.. In a prefecture near Chemulpo it was the castom to
add ten per cent to the grces amount of the tax levy for the bene-
fit of the yamun runners. This was abolished four years ago but
this year has been agnin put and the people ordered to pay nos
only the extra ten per cent but the part remitted for three years
past, and in all forty per cent extra is being collected frum people
already on the verge of famine. And yet the people are puying,
murmuring little, but atill they pay. They apply pet names to
the guvernor and the runners when they go by, such as “there go
the pirates,” and kindred remarks. Bometimes the breaking
point is reached and the farmer’s- patience is exhaunsted and thea -
comes riots. With a clout around kis head and a big club in bis
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hand he-calls about 5,000 strong on the governcr and his under-
lings.and his wrath makes him a lion. These demonstration grow
rarely into a-rebellion, for rebellionof the common folk arc almest
unknown' t» Korean history but sometimes they com?, as was the
case . 1893-94, the Tong Hak uprising- beipur a widespromd
sgovenient among farmers.. Since then events have taught him,
tt:t be not only has rights.but that he has the power to protect
them and it is doubtful if his paticnce will'endure to the point it
reached: in, the past. : :

. ‘The Korena farmer is superstitions. He stands in terror of
the demuons whose dirty and gzrotesque fetickes decorate his humble
abade. Confucianism and Buddhism are alike in his hands only
the grossest of superstitions and where any ill befalls him he will
be-fonnd offering rice to a picee of paper, or whole boilerd dog and
vermicelli to a heap of straw. In every community the mudong
(sorceress) lives aml thrives, getting a generous share of every
parvest in rcturn for her dances and songs and proper superin-
tendency of the feast which offered to the derons alwavs finds its
way into the capacions stomach of the farmer and his friends.
This superstitious busincss, whether it is sacrifice to the dead, or
offering to the demon, is not without its attractive featuresto a cal -
cuhatiog furmer, for while the fensg 2 costly yet it is not the dead
who eut, after all. He himscif enjovs the .ruental gymnastics
which dubs as an offering to his dend ancestors, or a propitiation
to offended demons, that which is intended to tickle Kis own
palate. It is quite probable that iT- his dead ancestors would
come and eat what is spread before them, or the demons carry off
the savury . viands of. sacrifice, be would imwediately cbanF: or
mulify his religion. When one. realizes that the national bill.
for therxe offerings amounts to fully $12,000,000 a year, or threc
times the natioual revenue, it will beveadily seen that the farmer
oould not endure it Jong were it not for the compensatéry. feature
above- mentioned. ; The hold : vich ('J'hri;tl'cmnit obu:ina on tnhg
couverts is a great mystery to hif, cxplicable ouly: on the grou
of medicine. Tho. it would me:{: m the story of “magit med-
iene” ought to have disappeared bx this time in Korea, yet only
a few days ago one of onr Christians was asked by a friend what
kind of medicine. had. been piven to:make him a. Christian and
when he indignantle denied jt, he wan told it was no use to rav
that, they knew that there.was a certain ccremony in the church
in which a medicine wh'ch Jooked and tasted like blood was given
t,the convert to make him'a Christian. This was the farmer’s
idea of Holy Communion. We: might mention several other -
characteristics plainly found ju his character. His hoepitality ;
hi4 liberality, which is remarkable when contrasted with his
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verty; his reverence for learning and for rank; his stupidity .
in the presence of an innuvation; the childish jealousy which
often ruptures his friendships; and his love of flowers and
natural scenery. .

His chief diversion is going to market. Six hundred years
-ago one of the kings of the last dynasty to facilitate trade instituted
market places where the people might meet periodically and berter
and eell. This has grown until in every prefecture throughout
the land there is one and often more places where every five d
the people assemble to exchange goofg and opinions. Here :{:
farmer can meet his friends from a distance and the huckster who
comes from the ontside world with the news or the latest tid-bit
of scandal. IF he nceds mastches, a chesp umbrella, thread or
cloth, he can get it here, in fact he can Luy anything from a pipe
stem to a bull if he has the money. He tries nut to miss market
day but assembles in force, succumbs to its seductions, someiimes
gets drunk, and may even have a free fight and retarn home a
physical and moral wreek. This is his diversion and is as much
toi:imasaJuneeimtoa farmer at home.
Another diversion of the farmer is that of a grave fizht

The ancestral graves are scattered all over the adjoining méun-
tains, It is important. that these graves should he preserved
unmolested for they mean much to him—numerous pusterity,
freelom from trouble, and also guod fortune. We once told “a
Korean furmer of the famous Brainerd family of the United States.
which in 200 years grew to number 30,000 members, and the
first question he asked was, “What kind of a grave yard did they
have?” Yo the Korean tarmer has an idea that the very existence
of hia family depends on his ancestral grave sites and be is in hot
water constantly in order to protect them. For the dead are buried
claily in Korea as elsewhere, and mountain room has hecome ex-
bausted so that nothing is left but to trespass on the Jimits of
graves already occupied: These limits extend above and below
und all around the grave to a preposterous extent and are the fruit
of raore thatﬁh{percent of the cases brought before the magi
trates. These fightsiuvolve whole clans and are always very bitter
and form one of the chief eleménts in the life of the avernge
farmer. For- not only relatives, but frienls as well, join in, and
sometimes they take the lJaw into their own hands, dig up the in-
truding corpse and throw it outside the limits. -

Another fruitful sourc2 of trouble to the Korean furmer is
the protection of the water supply to his rice swamps. The man
just.above him will often dams np the water and prevent it Bowing
to the fields below, or the man below will drain it all off into the
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fields on the lower level. In either cases there is always a row
and often » fight.

-Anuther incident of farm life is the forcible abduction of
widows, and we are informed that in the north sometimes even
maidens are forcibly carried off aud compelled ta become brides.
These occurrences, of course are nct frequent, but when they do
occur they form the topic of conversation for months afterward.

The Korean farmer is generally a small holder of land. The
farmers consist of four classes. (1) The farm hands who have no
holdings of their own but work by the day, by contract, or are held
aso::'?bytlnirmom fortanate proprietors: (2) The farmers who
own no lands themselves but waork the lands of others on shares.
They correspond to the tenant class of western Jands but pay no
. gti rent. The arrangement is on a melglco-opu-ative
basie, the landlord furnishing the land and while the tenant.
furnishes himself with a house, implements and supplies the labor.
‘The returns are divided equally undthetueapa.ig according to
ammentmnﬂyen upon. These two classcs—the farm
bands and tenants form the great mass of the farming popu~
lation: (3) The small owners. ose a few “‘cheeks” of
rice swamp and some fields. The fotal value of the holdings of
& man of this class, including the animals andjmylemenu, will
amount from $600 for the poorer classes to §5,000 for the richest,
The members of this class will number probebly three per cent of
the farming population: 0}4‘)‘)‘1‘130 last clags are the landed pro-
prietors—the land. The richest-member of this
class, whoss holdings. probably amount to $4,000,000, with an
annual income to the owner of fally $250,000. The members of
this class are insignificant in numbers but they rule the land.

To return to otr original prog&ho"n,theKoreansmtn
agricaltural people and the typical Korean is an Asiatio farmer:

 Confession of a Tong Hak Chigf—The Tong Hak

mng 1884 led to the war between Chins and Japan,
Lver since the Tong Hak stood for vigorous and successful opposi-



1898.]. ‘EDITORIAL : DEPARPMENT. ‘235

‘When tl:e insurgenls were suppressed, one of-;burgreh chiefs, Choi-Sih-
yeng.elndedthe‘netofhw Andcscapcdthe r of death.., This excited
the indignation of the whole country.. - But hcandsemzloi _his
followers were arrested in the district of Won-]n. Acbnrme to their con-
fessions, Choi Sihy gng was converted to the strange doctrine (literally se3ter
doctrine) mh:% Juis lmo}m:gll over the ccuntry that he raised the stand.
ard of revolt in the year of 1893, ng.to. serve, 2, righteous -cause.
Barelyescapmgmthhxsme.mar:mm hums.heeompuedto
‘deceive the fookish with his baneful charms: f
done, he does not deserve a moment of indulgence.’ Of his conpamons
\Whang and Song followed Choi Sihyeng everywhere, being fascinated by the
seductive docmnc. Pak yuntai as a . 7ong Hak, came.te Seoul tp supply
food to Choi Sihyeng during bis imprisonment. _ As these perverse Jellow.
sught to be severely punished, we transfer thend to the SupruneCouﬂ.

A confession was extorted from'the pnsonerfor s translation
of which we are under obligations to our maming. contemporary.
It is as follows:

“Having long Jed a wandering life, I bave no settled home.* When

ﬁ‘mg' ] had’a disease, but was t0o poor 10 yeccive medical aucnt:ons.

irty-three years years ago (1865), 1 met Pak Chunsoh, a merchant i in
Kang-won-do, who taught me the incantations of thirteen charagters, viz
Si-chun-ju-cbo-wha-jung-yung-sie- piil-mang-man-sa-chi. Andbet fwmuh,
chi-kui,-kum chi-wen-ut-tai-kang, was given -me for conjmmg spirits,
Five or six days afier reciting these formulas, my involun-
tarily, and 1 began to feel better tho I wasnot ennrely curedof complaint,
The *doctrine’ havin, me whole, 1 propagated it gﬂd\:,zy
people. Those wboLelmredmm tmetsncognuedmeasdwntuchu
calling we by the name of Puphnn or Law Forch.

*In 1863 Choi Cheion, the founder of the doctrine meucnled.bung
mistaken for a Catholic. His followers, desiring to a ve:r
to Seonhnthespnngohs&: Several thomnds

memonalized

the city and togetmmtolben-
petition, one of them moved that, d themselves as_ soldiers, they
should first attack - the residence of Mr. Min un. But-the

fell to the ground an1 the assembled multitude Bpused.allmmgto

their respective homes. Allthisumelmmed in Chun-ju owing ta k-
ness. Later on hearing that the government was going to send . troops Lo
arrest us, some of the followers, not more than ten ot so, counselled that we

should set up an anti-Japan fla andmak lhckn'frumdofl’omui'
rmdavous.xeshouldjst]:tnangs an river near Seoul,

The counsel met with andwhikwemdiscus_ingnﬂomhu'

of action, Mr. Wo Yun. in the capacity of a , came m“&ea

?me% t bis second address, we di phy=
e magistracy of Kobu began as a popular insurrection

connected with Zong Haks. But, Chun Bongjoon, M&.

availing himselt of the movement made the rising both poliualmdnizkns
His invasion of Choong-chung-do caused the Ton Haks of that

fespond h to-his call. cannotfromtbue cts,dmythednzctht
I have been a mgﬂabchef." -

In an article on “The To ‘Hak” .in THE REPOSITORY for
February, 1895, the Rev. W, :M Junkin eays Choi Cheion,: the
founder of the arder was beheaded-in 1865. Thm chiel*tell us it
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was in 1863. The two formulas given by him are the same as

tm-f';mmb" Mr’h{:m"' had & tsial but it will not be diff-
not ats t it will not I

-alttoﬁmthemlt.m

. Athletic- Sports.—~Last month was the time for the
schocls to bave their out-door rports. A year ago the” Euglish
School made a creditable beginning and this year all the Foreign
Languag= S :boo!r six, in all, under government patronage joined,
They bad theic day cu the 25 ult. Three days later the com-
mon schools, tea in number, bad th-ir sports, tho there was an
-evident lack of preparation. The point of interest to us n this
enthusias u for these outdoor disersions is in the new life and
vigor it presupposes in the lads wbo ecgnge iu thein. That.is
there are a thousand or more young Koreans who do not think
it beneatb their dignity to run, jump, and cheer.” We are
that Yi Hoseung can turow the weight 30 feet 2} inches;
that the same lad can jump 14 feet 11} incbes; that Yi In
Kim can run and beat in a yard race. If their friends Fak,
Yi, Kimn and otbers win next year it will give us equal satisfac-
don. The cbange is indicative of a new. spint. Tbese young
anon and boys, somne of thein, ars from the bisuest families and
the reflex influence of their example cannot but be ‘wholesome,

Korea for the Koreans —The opening under Impesial

Edict of three new Emv—Pyeng—yang, Kun sam and

—to foreign trade jollowing so closely on the tha opening of
Mokpo and Chinampo last Octoter, bas 1 ot unnaturally created
considerable comment among Koreans, especially the werchant
<lazs. The Daily News gives expressicn 1o tms srntiment a.d
tbe arguments it places before its rcaders are thoee one is ac-
custoned to see advanced, namely that foreign goods being
<beaper destroy the demand for native goods. The Independent
.thinks tbere may be “something in this protest sgainst too
many open poits. It may be that we hear in this faint

the first note of the coming national cry, Korea for Koreans.
‘We are of the oprinion that until the government and tbe

Ple become stzong and intell’gent epough to take care of. their
own interests, Korea should be protected from the unrestrained
influx of its neighbors.” From this point of view we join our
conter ty in boping that the government will rot be too
rash in opening new ports or granting new conosssions.
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LITERARY DEPARTMENT.

A Rorean Tonic Dir!imary.—.A dictionary named %ﬁéﬁ.
“the character of the Chinese langunage arranged according 10 the tones,” is’
so-called because the constellation kwei is supplied to rule over literature.

This constellation consists of Mirac and several ot“er stars in Andro-
meda. It.is the constellation opposite to kio (Spica) and is the Jeader of the

seven western nakshatras of which the Pleiades ara the centre and Tausus
and Orion jorm the fifth and sixth and seventh.

The preface shows how dependent Korea has been for Jiterary training
on her great neighbor. Rhymes -are traced to the Chinese classics. ‘In the

Han dynasty sch.olars all used rhyme. Reference is mac‘:le to the ﬁﬁ
and }/3,%. two works of the Han dynasty composed in 1hyme. The tai

hei ven king is a philosopical treatise of Yangtse based on astronomy. In the
time of -Shemyo, the four tones became known and the old words that in
ancient times thymed together ceased to do so. Time passed on and Wu-
yii in the Sung dymasty wrote his work, the ﬂﬁﬁ yin pu, or “Supple-
mental” Treatise on thymes. This was made use of by Thu hi to explain
the rhymes of the odes and of Li san, the volume containing the poems of
Chu ynen. The Tang dynasty, Ly their writings, give us thé opportunity to
test the rhymes ot the age in which they lived.

The dictionary contains eighty-six double pages It registers the pro-
nunciation and meaning of 13,345 characiers. In.the new edition 2,103
characters bave heen added. rﬂy are arranged in 106 classes, -

The vowels taught in this work include sonants. Thus fﬁ] is AE’
dong. Many words words have two pronunciations. Thus g istu and
tok, 43 is kian and kak, Jj hia and ham, [ danger is hiam and bam,
34, dzam, silkworm, is only o be read dram. T circle, surround, 1 tsa or
tsap. May I ncte here in regard to this word that it is the semitic sabab 0
surround. Jj is muan or man; ﬁ is hiz and hox, 1tjoice. When two
sounds are given in this dictionary the secnd s the older. For example
“F- is read chyan, chin. In this word tsin is certainly the old sound. But
under §3§ diien nothing is said except-that it is FJH hwa for kap ex-
change (our word chap) and driven fountain, spring, *  here and l‘ouhiu;

- ﬂ‘- well 1sing, old form tsim. Korean saim, spring ; anmﬁm
idemni a spring.  The word saim rbows that Korean pronunciction like the
North China dialect favours surd initials. The )amm ideumi a spring,
shews that Japanese pronunciition like the Shuﬁmand Soochow diak
the northern than from the central provinces. .



hen Korea was a Chinese province. In Soochow
at present dien is cash and this is the word. It is our word then. The cash
is named from thinness. Doubtless at Soochow 2000 years ago when Korea
was conquered cash were called don and the Koreans made theirs’ into ton
thro a fondness for the surd in preference to the sonant which they share

The character T is read ngim. ¢t should be nim. This is the Ger-
man nimm and takes the same verb. The coloquial is chim, a wad. Another
form is mtam. carry. The same 100t with guuanlhiﬁa.lis% kam
to bear, generally of bearing mentally or in other senses such as make an

lmlyginonpmmmphﬁgivehmndshngwhﬂe_tamd.
is read ziang. Both are given in the nsing tone. In this the Chinese tonic
dictionaries are followed. AtpuentChhese.ifwetakeMn_ndaﬁnas‘a
standard, bas changed sh toshandztos; also |- has passed into the-
descending tone. This Korean dictionary recognizes the old state of things.
Oﬂhnd?}inpmnundaﬁnninaha,ituhanonqﬁce. In the same way
this vocabulary has nothing to say on Korean native sounds and words.

J. EpRiIns.

NOTES AND COMMENTS. -
The rains at the beginning ofthe. month were heartily welcomed by

The Board of Official Translators of the Bible began daily sessions oo
the 6th inst, on the Gospel of Mark. :

An absent quantity—the kind of man in official life for whom Diogenes
isnpoiwdwhgveseuthed. This if letters from the people to the verna--
cular papers may be relied upon.

the

cathedral aze among the sounds heard in Seoul now. The Ko-
sean bell at Chong-no while not less sweet in tone bas the great disadvant-

m?mOﬁcepromh provide government interpreters who-

shall be used m andiences; andthat no Korean holding office shall be al-
lowed to work in foreign and n» one engaged as interpreter in a
foreign shall be to act as interpreter in the Imperial Palace.

What this new Solonic enactment means is beyond our ken,

hsﬁd&qﬂamﬁ:ﬁd&i?m&im%mbh Committee on
inst., the question of reducing Scriptures received.

much attention. A large number of letters m:oissionariaalloverx_oru
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was read and the sentiment was pearly equally divided The Committes
voted to leave the price as it is now. At the same meeting the Rev. C.F.

Reid D, D. was chairman in place of Rev. D. A. Bunker who re-
signed The Rev. F. S. Miller was elected treas i

is all its energies 10 publish before the end of the year the whole of
the New Testament. The are 3

prospects
present will be 2 New Testament in the vernacular.

This is an age of fast travelling. . Mirs. Underwood left Vancouve:,
- B. C,, on May 11th and arrived in Seoul the 31st thus making the. distance

‘in twenty days. Dr. Baldock covered the between the foreign
<oncession in Chemulpo and the U. S. Legation in Seoul in the short space
of two hours. OQur excellent Mr. Yuun of 7k dent tells ws that

Mr. F. H. Marse), a frequent contributor to the pages of THE Reros
10TRY, made a well earned and long delayed trip to his pative land, Ger-
many, the past winter. He returned the beginning of this month after an
absence of about nine months.” Captain Mdrsel is one of the oldest foreign
residents in Xorea. We are pleased to learn that during his visit to Europe
he received for meritorious services in piloting Russiant ships in and out
the harbor of Chemulpo a gold medal with the ribbon of St. Stanilan from
the Czar of Russia, The bonor is well bestowed and we congratulate the
recipient. -

The largest and and most conspicuous building in Seoul is the Roman

hui temple, the place where the portraits of the war kings of this dynasty are
preserved, kept Koreans from building on the place and the lot was th ere-
fore vacant. The Catholic Mission, afier some difficulty of which we have
recollecticn, secured the ground and commenced to build on it. In 1392 the
comer-stone of the cathedral was laid. The cathedral is 202 feet long and
from sixty to ninety feet wide, while the vaulting in the transept measures fifty- -
seven feet. The cost is $60,000. This beautiful cathedral was conse-
-crated on Sunday, May 2qth, with elaborate and imposing ceremonies by the
Right Reverend Bishop Mutel assisted by French and priests.

One -of the chief dialectic differences in Korea is found in the Pyeng
an province. It consists in giving the initial 24 the sound of & Thm:h_p
fa “good” is pronounced in thal section &-0-%2. Many curious “freaks” in
pronunciation are the result and this babit of clipping the sound always be-

:
3
E
t
:
:
:
§
;

Masuda of acting under contract with the Korean authnrities has
made to mint Korean coins. The process of moulding and
to be carried out atthe Osaka
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pieces, and this being the first occasion on which silver coins are to be strurk
the installation of machinery has heen necessitated. The § ryo (Yang)
pieces, equal in value to the Japanese yen are to be com of 9 pars

. T copper, while the & pieces which are to the Japanese
. 20 sen pieces will be wade vp of 8 pans silver and 2 copper. The vawe
of the coins-struck per month will, it is said, be about 200.000 or 300,000

i

8

TRe TorPEDO BoAT MCKEE. Two of the new t boats of the
. S. navy have been named respect the Talbot and the Mchee after
two.naval heroes. Lieut. McKee fell fighting in Korea while Lieut Taibot
his cousin, met his death by drowning in the Hawaiian Islands after travers-
ing 1,5c0 miles of {cean in an open boat 1o bring news of and secure relief
for the survivors of the wrecked Narragansett. The foliowing appieciative
note of Lient. McKee is going tle rounds of the American papers: The
" death of Lieut. Hugh McKee while not as tragic in some respects as
that of his cousin, was as and as courageous as that of his futher,
fell at the head of his reginsent in Mexico, at the battle of Pucna
Vista. Lieut. McKee was killed 1n July, 1871, while leading a vicious as-
saolt en the citadel, now known as “Fort McKee,” on Kang wha 1lsland,
Korea. Hewathenlhenmeﬁeas'l‘albu—ﬁ-o(ﬁncph ique, heroic
features and splendid courage. He had been carefully edu and had
visited the European courts in company with Admiral Farragut. The
was Jocated upon an eminence, and the fighting between the
no artillery withon it, enemy t with rackless courape,
ting the walls and discharging their weapons rapidly, while the maring:s
their resting places picked the  oreans off with great precision. Firal-
order was given to stofm the fort, and the assault began with McKee
lead. * The occupants of the fort fired upon the. approaching men as
could without checking 1heir rapid advance, and, as the Am.i-
up 1he -hill, the Koreans mounted t} & parapet and cast siones
oen below.  McKee was the first 10 mount the 10p of the enclo-
2o sooner did he reach the summit than he was surroundsd by a
ling, savage band of Koreans. They no quarter from the in~
vaders and gave none, McKee, akho ']n by many of his
Mmha_hmteng:}d.:ml: nded, with 2 dozen warriors, and
then suctumbed in the fuce of -ov haoin: odds, pierced by both spear
and bullet. : ' McKee's death but redoubled the Jury «fthe Americans’ as-
sault, and many a Korcan paidthe penalty wish his-life. McKee's body was
‘vetwrned 10 Kentucky and buried in the cemetery of Lexington.

g_ c
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: DEATHS.
In Chemu'po, on the 23d inst at H. B. M,'s Consulste H. Fencrak Joly.
_ BIRTHS.
In Ct-emulpo, on i n2 18ih. the wite of Herr Carl Walter, of 2 daughter.
In Fusan, May 22¢d the wife of Rev. J. Adameon, of a danghter.
' MARRIAGES.

In Seonl. June otb, by the Rev. W. D. Reynolds, Fev.W. B Hanison
of C}.na'u to Miss Linn.e F. Davis of K1 nsan, all of ike Southein lesby-



