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ELEGY ON THE DEATI OF THE KOREAN NUN
RIGUWAN(2]%3})

F’l(';li‘IMF%lin far Korea asaf: ';hou hear
"Of cur Cipango as a goodly lani;
Ard so to parents and to brethren dear ’

Bidding adien, thou sailed’st to the strand

Of thege doniains that own the imperial pow'r
Where gl ttering palaces unnumbered rise;

Yel such might please thee not, nor wany a bow'’s
Wherg village honcestead greet the pilgrim’s eyes;

Bat in this spot, at ama’s® base
Some secret inﬂnesnac!;ogode thee find thy rest,
Bade teek us out with loving ,

eagerness,
As sesks the weeping infant for tbe breast.

And here with aliers thou didst choose to dwell
Year in, year out, in deenest sympathy;

And here thou builtest thee an holy cell: -
And so the peaceful years want gliding by.

But oh! what living thing mote yet avoid

Deatb’s dreary summons?—And thine bome did sound
Woen all the frierds on wbom thine beart relied

Slept on strange pillows on the mossy ground.

* A mountain in the province of Yamats: _The river Sahogaba, men
tioned a little further on, runs past its base.
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5o, while the morn lit up Earnga’s crest,
O'er Sabogfibu’s flood thy corse they bore,
To fill a tomb upon yon mountain’s breast,
And dwell with darkness drear forevermcre,

No words, alas! nor efforts can avail
Nonght cav I do, poor solitary child!
Nought cau I do but make my bitter wail,
Aund pace the room with cries and gestores wild.

Marelessly weeping, till my snowy sleave

Is wet with tears? Who kuows! Perchance again
Waited they’'re borne upon the sighs I beave

On ’Arima’s far distant beights to rain.

—Basil Hall Chamberlain,

These touching lines were written by the celebrated Japan«
-ese poetess Sakanouhe (Obotoivo, Sxkanoube, no Iratsume) who |
tlourisked iu ths early part of the eighth century. She was the
daughter of the Prime Minister and comnander-io-chief, Saho
Dainagnn Ohotano no Yasumaro, was warried to the vizeroy
of the island of Tsukasbi, (irodern Shi koku) and was both aunt
and motber in-law of the ceisbrated Yukamochi, Prof, Caam-
berlain tells us that Japanese critics bighly esteem ber co 1 posi-
tions.

Of the Korean nun whose death is here mourned little ia
‘known. A note appended t2 the original poem is translated by
Prof. Chamberlain and tells us that Riguwan, desirous of plac-
‘iog berself under the benzficent sway of the Japanese Emperor,
crossed over in the year 714 and for twenty-ove years sojourned
in the home of Sakanoube. We know there was an‘emigration
fromn the peniosula to J'agm of Bddhist missionaries in the
sixth century and it is probable this yoang woman went in the
hope of propogating the doctrine among the Japanese women,
‘She raust have been a ‘woman of rank or she conld not bave
‘become a member of the family of the Pri.ne Minister, Obotomo.
the died in 735, while the Minister and his wife wers away at
“the mineral baths of Ariina, a mcuntain retrzat not far from
Kobe. The daughter of the house, Sakanouhe, was alone pres-
-ent at the death and interment, and afterwards sent the stan-
zas above given to ber mother. The elegy is found in ¢ The
Classical Poetry of the Japanese,” translated by Professot

‘Chbamberlain.—Ep. K. R, )
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AROUND THE PENINSULA TO YLADIVOSTOCK.

HE m'ssion assigned certain duties to the writer which
called bim to Wonsan. I had not visitcd the thriving
northeastern port for eight years and was bappy to muke the
trip. After some consideration, it seemed best to 20 by the
way of the sea. Tbe comfortable steamer, Sugami Maru, of
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha line, was taken at Chemnulpoon Se
terber 15th. We went straight to Nagasaki, a distance of 446
moiles, wbere we tarried thres days; tbence back to Fosan, the
southeastern port of Korea, 160 niles; thence up along  the
eastern coast 304 miles, or a total of 910 miles. 'The shortest
distance from Seoul to Wonsan overland is 150 miles 50 that
ours may be called the farthest way round.

The few bours the steamer renained at Fusan gave us an
opporiunity to call- on the Acting Commissioner of Custoros,
Mr. E. Laporte, whese services for many years as first assistant
at Chemulpo, and whose close application to the duties of bis
office has made bim familisr witb all its intricacics and resporsi-
bilities, and prepared him for the promotion last surumer to tha
commissiorership at this place. He reports in the Kyeng Sang
provinces a very lkrge crop of rice and 8 this vear.

Fusan, like all the ports of Kores, has growu considerably
the last four or five years. The Japanese town is by itself, o
other nationalities we believe are aliowed to settle witbin its
limite. But the Chinese, tnd more especinlly the Koreans, are-
crowding onto its borders. When I first landed in Fusan in
Apil, 1885, there were only a few buts between the port and
the Japanese town, and the Eoeran village three miles away 3
pow there is hardly a place along the wbole way ' where there
are 110 bouses. What was a meré by-path over the hille, bas
Lecome quite a respestable read.

In this place there are two missions at work, the Nortbern
Presbyterian of the Upited States and the Australian Presby-
tenan. The forwer is the older and bas two fawilies and
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one single lady; ‘the latter, one family and two sincle ladies,
There are also two * fanilies of the former mission living
in Taiku, the capital of the South Kreng Sang province,
A visit to the dispensery of Dr. Charles H. Irvin of the Northern
Preshyterian miseion was all tbe short stay of the steamer ale
lowed, but I was well repaid. To begin with Dr Irvin pro-
fess's 10 believe, and if the splendid equiptvert of his dispensary
and excellent results ave to ba taken as a criterion, hs puts into
practise his profession, that what is worth decing atall is worth
doing well. ' He first took us to the waiting rooms for the men
ard the women, 8o arranged that tho the screen bss to be usad,
both can hu} . The iio:ms are heavily mat::g with h:mterial
brought from Japan, the walls are papered and tho t c
has been on for upwards of two years, its cleanliness calledpf;gteh
the remarx from ng fellg: traveller, the B“h.'ef C. Whiztemom ?rg :
ol Pyeng-yavg, “How do you manage to p itso ¢

The answer of Dr. Irvin I bave forgotten tho I am inclined to
think it was evasive. The shelves of the dispensary arve well
filled with-bottles some of which we were told awaited the ar-
dival of an order, as the supply on band was rather low, The
operating room is large, ary, and bas plenty of light.” In the
<doctor’s private roomn or office, in addition ¢ a well-worn copy
of Gale’s *“Korean Grammatical Forivs,” we saw & good supply
of Scriptures and tracts. Dr.. frvin went to Fusan four years
ago, the successor of Dr. Hugh B-own, whose ill health nade
'his. return to the United States imﬁernﬁn. 8alf-support js the
rale in-this dispensiry and the rule works as is shown by ibe
following: the first year the receipts w>re 35 silver dollars; the
second 350; and the present closes with a grand totul of not
Jess than 65). * This rapid increase is not due to the eale of -
<quinine to the merctantr, but represents the actual nioney
received for medicines from those treated by the doctor. With a
single exception this is propably the beet ebowing on the line
of self support in medical work in Korea. It isdue to r.
Jdrvin to say that the: poor, those- who are really unable to pay
for the trentment required, are not turned away. -They receive
the same care they would were they to pay the full valae of the
medicive they receive. Thisis asit should be. A policy like
this will not pauperize ;. it may cut down the number of patients
for & while, bat in the long run it will . bs sare to give strength
and permanency to the woik, Results of this kind go far to
€how that free dispensaries ara not needed in Rorea and tbat the
p::gle aze both willing and able topav jor tbe rvedicines they
veed, orat least to pay ingnrt. :

The Australian Presbyterian mission under the guiding

-
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hand of tbe Re . A. Adan:son i3 merting with encouraging sac-
cess. The Rev. Joseph Henty Davis, an uccomplished scholar
and enthusiastic missionary, together with bLis gavotal sister,
was the 'ounder of this mission. His untimely death caus~d
sinall-jox taken while journeying overland from Seoul to Fusan
was devply mourned by all bis co-workers. Mr. Adameson tho
only a !ew years in Korea, bas gathered around him & small con-
gregaticn ard has opened a school. The ladies arolivi g in the
Korean village and are thus brought into closer relations with
the Koreans, which bas great advaniages avd dicadvantages as
well.

The eastern coast of Korea iz mmountainons ; the indenta-
tions c«r bays affording excellent sccommodations for small
irading nesses are few; the cragged and frowning peaks of the
Diamond Mountains rising: to nearly 6,000 feet fiom he gea are
plainly visible from the deck of the stramer. There is a place
called Chang Chunight by the sea, which Dr. McGill and cthars
who have visited it have marked as an almos: ideal spot fur a
sun.mer resort.This place is but five mies from Sin Kei Sa—
New Course Temple—being o.e of the largest in the mountains
and situated in a very picturzsque and romautic shot. Won-chung
or Hot Springs are only four miles froin the coast and Jess.than
a miie from the temple. . As a saumer resort Chang Chun is

“easily reached by the coast steamers, and ever larger vessels
cou'd s*op near nnough to allow passengers to disembark. The

bay was peinted out as our stenmer passed by.atd if it should
be made F(cnr wn generally I doubt not wou!C attract thoss seek-
g mountain resorts away from the bustle and confusion of the
crowded and busy city. _

A sail of thiry-five bours from Fusan broupbt us to Won-
san or as the'port proper is callad, Geunsan. Of this prowing
port I hope to write wvo.e. in a subsequent paper. The ship's
conupany reing cungenial, and ctber things favoring I decided to
continue the voyage to Viadivostock, {be booming, bustling and
importint military fortress of Eastern Siberia. _

The strarger who proposes a visit to Siberia i3 apt to be
seized with mingled feelings of cariosity and perbaps anxiety.
Visions of Siberian exiles with all their ral and unagioary suffer-
ing rise up before him ; be sees the police dogging him and fancies
bayonets pointing at bimn from every corner; - he may not
dare to look at the forts lest the cannon bel:h tbeir eold lead at
bin; he looks upon his passport as the one sole anchor in which
to trust in the various tmals thro which he is sure be will very
soon be called to pass; he bas crude notions whether the place

43 inhabited by Cyclops or Lilliputs; by bacbarians or by civilized -
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chorage a sbort distance from the landirg. Prince Henry left
the morning of our arrivul in his Bagship, the Deutchland. He
had been in Siberia for several we:ks and bis party spent part
of their time in the interior sbooting, with wi at success' I bave
- not Jearned: Afier breakfast, or' about balf psst nine o'clock,
the police officer came on board and the examination of pass
egan at onco, -which amounted to simply noiing on tbe back
the dats of arrival which according to the old style was Sep-
tember 12th. This done we went ashore. For three days we
wert wherever we wanted to without the least hindrance or-
molestation, even to going sorce thirty miles into the country on
the railwsy train. There mway ba espionage, your movements
may all be known to the authorities; if so they bave the bappy
art of keeping yoa in ignorance, For the three days we were
in Vladivostozk tke weatber was glorious. Ip midday the sun
was warm but the mornings and evenings were ‘cold. - The
weatber is fully a month abead of Seoul.

Of military Vladivostock T bave notbing to say, for the all
sufficient reason that I know notbing. The sailor, the so'dier,
the captain, the general, are all met on the street. The: Rurik,
one of the largest cruiters in the world, was in the harbor, as
well as thre2 or four other warships; the two floating dry docks
were occupied by sbips; a few canron were seen on s2
elevations aroun::d the town, at the bases of whicb in four lan-
guages, Russian, French, Gerinan, and English, was the nctize,
“Eptrauce is probibited.”” The Russian military official is al-
ways manly and dignified in appearance; the private soldier is
rot always 20 and the same may be said of the sailor.

Civil Vladivostock is more interesting. Viadivosteck means
“Possession of the East.” Forly years ago the place was a
wilderness, now it bas a population of 14,000. From the west-
ern limit of Tiger’s Point to the far eastern extremity of High
street or Main street is at least five wiles and the -town strag-
gles over these hille. The town is Jaid out regularly, the strects
croseing sl right angles, The city bae just emerged from its
first or chrysalis stage.. The lcg cabin bas given place fo the
brick bouse; the wooden pavements are being replaced by
gracite flagging. The Chinese, who seem to bave u1l tbe bu ld-
ing jobs, are busy at work. * There is. nct a tqoaie geemingly
where a building of large dinensicps is not going up, and in
some equares there are several. All are put up to stay. - The
tracsition period i3 past and the permsaent stage bas arrived.
Tbo man or firm erecting buildings io Vladivostock bas come
to stay. So it seems to the visitor. Everybody is busy and rush-
ing about. The clink of ths mason’s trowel, the ring of the stcne
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beings. Thus his ignorance becomes a sort of perennial foun-
tain to supply bis superstitious fears and he couid with bat Little
external sssistance work himself into a borror of what be thinks
is befor+ him as easily as a Korean will prasuade himself of the
.desiraln ity of putting off everything for to-morrow that he can
posibly yet our of doirg to-day. )

We enterad Peter the Greav Bay in the afterncon of the
23d, and zrrived at the outer harbor a little after rundawn,
Tbe extreme outer frrifications begin to nppear. Tbe mcon ig
in the west. T'be light is sufficient to give the outhnes of the
sides of the shote. The wateris still. A sbarp torn almost at_
right angles and you are in the inner harbor. Tbe lights shice
forth brightly; in your front on the land you see the brilliant
electric lights of what you afterwards learn is the general stors
of the Geriuan firm of Messrs. Kuuvst & Albers, and on the water
you see the lights of th-ships at anchor. On yoorrightistbe Gold-
en Horn wkich you are later acsured is mined and fortified and
that it blazed out in search lights everywhere and in unsuspected -

_places on the night of the farewell receptioh given to Prince
Henry of Prussia, and ¢ thaGrand Daoke.of Russia who were in
Viadiv stock at the same time. Your sbip daochors well down
the hatbor. Itis balf past eight but the doctor and the port.
officer and police officer do not come out after six i the evening
and you lo_k ngain at both sides of the sbore, think of beautiful
)igb}:s alozg the shore and with pent up feelings turn in for the
e i il

" Jarly the next inorning we ‘were mp and on deck looking
at tha town that is sprirging up with such aioazing rapidity.

A young Russiar cavalry officer 'who had been away for only
ten months tcld us there were many new buildings erected in

-that short intcrval. On the peninsula washed by the Amur bay
o2 the nortb, the highest point of which is Tigers’ and
snrmonnted by several cannon, there are upwards of a dozen
ilitcry baildings of brick and stope, substantial, per.vanent, .
two aud three stories high, effective to keep out Jack Frost in
winter and any other jack wbo may sssay to enter.. These
buildings 1uight easily pass for college balls,-dormitories, and so.
forth, were education the chiet object of the p'acz. The im-
Dression you get of the place from the deek of your ship is that
it is impregnable, - :

. The doctor aud the officerof the port arrived between seven
and eight o’clock; the second and third class passaig s liaed up
on deck were examiced, passed, and as the doctor weat down the
the gangway be called back to the captain of the ship: *“You
can go.” The ship then weighed anchor and went to ber ane
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- catter’s hammer, and the sound of the carpenter’s ax are heard
on all sides. 'The Russian is the roaster of the town the Ger-
man the mershant; the Chinaman the mitisan; the Japanese
the photograpber, and the Korean—would I did not bave to say
it—the coolie. The are some twenty-five Americans in the place
and the first U. S Ccneal went there ouly & fow days before us.
The firm of Messrs. Clarkson & Co.1un = line of shirs onze a
month between Vladivostock and Oregon. Floar and lamber
from the Pacific states, and beef from Kansas are th: chief
articles of import. “We saw on the landing hundreds of bags of
‘wheat flour from the mills cf Spokane.

The Chinese and Eoreans live together. Their settlements
are in the northwestern part on the cold side of the hill. The
prosperity so generously ascribed by Mrs. Bishop to Koreans
" in Mancharia one fails to see in the Korean town in Viadivos-
tock. The Rev. Dr. Henry Linsdell iu “Throngh Siberia”
tells us, “The Koreans were described as very industrione.” Thig
may be accepted as correct. They ute in competition and must
be active or they will berun over. Mr. YWhitternove and I mrale
two visits to the Korean village: one on Saturday afternoon
. which was short and -unsatisfactory, and the otbér on Sunday
afterncon, The first thing that attracted us on the second
visit w8 an enraged woman reasoning in vigorous and vociferons
sp-ech with what I suppose was her husband who had to all

appearances worshipped too long that day at the sbrine of Bac-
chos. His answ1s to her categories were uusatishactory and like
a tiger falling upon his prev, sbeflew st his top-knot with a
ferocity that was appalling. She- pullel him down, tbumyed
bim, stepped on bim, coffed bimn, dragged him around the street
all the while giving him that dreadfol and mysterious something
.called by Koreans “yok,” and defined by foreigoers as “abuse,”
bat the depth of the meaning and the borror of the word we
foreigners, [ am persuaded, bave yet to fathom and to feel. I
- s always tempted on seeing performances of this kind to.take
tbe part of the one that i3 underceath but the company of
Korean and Chinese by standers were so evidently in sympa-
thy with the wowan patling-ia sach vigorous anl cffective
blows that T decided it best riot to intecfere. She got the man
. howe and for onght I know to the contrary may be laboringand
belaboring bim yet.

Going up the hLill a short distance we entered a yard
where stocd a peat dwelling house. The owner, a dignified and
el erly gentlemen of the well-Lo-do class, cawe out and greeted
us. After the usoal salutations we fell into conversation. His .
house, he informed us; cost ovet four hundred dollars, a price



'1898.] AROUKD THE PENINSULA TO VLADIVOSTOCK, - SC9

considerably in advance of bouses of that grade in Seoul. The
Russian government does not allow the ‘thateh r.of and wod
wall any longer, tho in 1878 when Dy. Lansdell visited the-
seftlement it did. He says be “went into some of their heuses,
the walls of which were of mud plastered on & framework of
straw.” The sides and roofs of the kounses now are of bcards.
For the rest, the low rooms, the open kitchen, and the. filthy
draine around the huts, called up familiar scenes in the Empire-
of Daiban.

I took out my Korean |1'a.ssport and was much ied,.
tho on a moment's reflection I sbeuld not bave been, to find in.
the small conigany not a mian who was able to read the Chi-
nese characters in which such documents are always wiitten.
In the museum and library the following day I found a Rousso-
Korean phrase-book, Raseian on one page and the Korean
translation on the opposite one. In my note-book I see I made-
the following comment; The Korean is poor, of the Russian 1
‘canpot judge. One is nct warranted from thessttwo instences.
to jump to thé conclusion that edncation is evtirely neglected.
The reason Koreans drift to thess northern regions is the neces-
sity to find a means of livelihood, 10 keepsoul and body-togetber. -
They bave neither the inciination nor ability to *Jearn the char~
acter.”” Their's is 2 life of bard toil. 5

The Korean porolation was smaller than 1 expected to-
find it. A peliceman, wbo I sr--pot_eure whether be wasa
'Russian or a Kcrean, ss his sp~.ch did uot betray bim and be-
.was dressed ir.Juropean clothus, told us there were only atont.
= h‘tlHndre%hoxsea. long bere ?”

*‘How do they get along bere

*‘Not.well.” Gk ®

“Why. not?”

“Because of drinking and gamwbling.” ;

From ‘other sources I got the jmpression the populetion
was constantly changing,~ cowing and going. :

A visit to Vladivostock is ot complete without a visit to
the cathedral of the Greek church. As we were in portover
Sunday we had av excellent opportunity to see the peculiar
services and bear the splendid einging in the Greek chuich. -As.
the visitor enters be is struck with the churcbliness avd the non-
chuxchliness of the place. The high dome, the graceful arches,
the beautiful pictures on the windows, tbe richly decorated al-
tar, the priests in splendid vestments and the reverent attitude
of the people one is familiar with in ritualistic churcbes. To the.
unipitiated the continuous moving, coming and going of the con-
gregation, the traffic in candles, food and so forth, whetber only
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seeniing or real, appear strange, snd the entire absence of pews
make hin fee] that be is not in a cburch. While we were there
the Bible and s golden. crucifix wexe blessed after which the con.
gregation crowded to tbe front and kissed them, Fcod likewisa
1eceived the benediction of the officiating priest and was then
distributed among the poor who are found at the dooracd with.
in the walls of the cathedral. With this the morning service
-ended and (he doors wire closed.

Oo Monday we went to the depot to take & trip into the
country. We | seen the sights of Viadivostock ard were
anxious {o see something of the country. The train was to ieave
ab balf past eight. As we knew no Rissian and ss the agents
wers equally proficient in English and German, we bad some
-difficalty in getting tickets. - Thro the kind assistance of s, Eorean
at the lonch counter we finally secured the tickets for a place
‘sowe thirty milcs ont. Mr. Whittemore improved the time

while I was haying the tickets in studying up the Rossian time
tables with the resalt that be concluded they were old and un-
‘reliable. The train ran slowly, and stopped trequently. A gen-
“tlzman from Australia, who travelled on the steamer with vs,
“‘went 500 miles into Siteria, making the distance in forty bounrs
‘while we wect at the rate of sixty miles in jour hours. The
‘railroad runs along the Amnur Bay. The country is a rolling
wilderness and but spareely settled. The soldier is found everye=
where; the Chinese and Koreans do the maoual labor,

In the afternoon we spent s=veral hours in tbe library con-
‘necled with tha moseum. We  were interested to find several
- extra pumbers of the first volnme of Tue KOREAX RePoSITORY

‘on the shelf, which we are ready either to buy or to exchange
for any other nambers that may be desir2d. - _

The next morning the officer of the port caie shoard, once
more exainined our passports, and soon afterwards we weighed
anchor and slowly steamed out.of the barbor. The last
‘thoughts of the place were like the first—impregnable.
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IN CITY AND COUNTRY.

THE followiig report was read by the author at the recent
Aunual Meeting of the Presbyterian Mission on the 22nd
inst.—EDp. K. R. ~ - ' : :

TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE AXD LITERARY WORK baving
bl:n placed first cu the list of my appointwents I turn first to
them. ’ . !

In connection with Bible work, First and Second Timothy,
Titos, Phileon and Jude were during th2 past year translated
and revised and have been put tm presmt _,

Philippians, Colossians and First, Second and Thirl Jobn
bave been rerevised and printed. Consideiable tipe bas been
spent i1 connection with reguiar ineetings « f the Buard of T'rans-
lators when the revision of Matthew was completed anl Mark
was also thorcughly revised. It was boped tbat Luke would also
bave besn done but the proposed roeeting con'l not be held.

1 bave, bowever, taken Luke and thorenghly revised the
same, endeavoring to make it conform to the d:cisions arrived at
in Mark and Matthew.

Considerable atteption bas also -been- juid to work on the
Psalms of wheh over two-thirds bave been trug'ated.  ~ome of
these, however, will need revising before jubiication.

The Sunday School Jeesons have been prepared during the-
year and while we much repret the poor quality of the pronf
reading, the proof readers are becoming moie ad more profi-
cient and we bope the mistakes will ‘be m.uco less the coming
year. Specin]l services ‘for, Easter and Whitsunside. were also
prepared and the day was made the occasion 1or the promivent
presentation of the subject it commemorated. _

A lorge sheet calendar or Sunday sheet 1or’ 1899 has also
been preparad for the Korean' Religious . Tract Society ‘and is
now in Japan to be printed. S

THE CERISTIAN NEws bag during the past. yesr been’in-
creased in s°ze and is now"a ten-page weekly.". Ita circulation is
steadily on the increase and the special editions on special dsys
with illastrated sapplement met with marked rfuccess.

: Early in the year the idea of preparing a book of the prayer-
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meeting lopics that wers w appest in the Chia'izia News sug-
-gested 1teelf and a Jittle beokl.i was issued whiclh contaiued in
adJition & few words on the importance oi the prayér-meeting.
and tue best method of conducting it.

A siilar book will be issued this fall £ad bas been pre-

arad by Mr. Miller who will have charge of thiz department

sun-;g the conuirs vear. Arrangeie:'s have een -uzde with the

Korean Religious ‘Tract Bociety to use the sawme topics and it is

hoped thus to stiinulate and develop this important pbase of
‘Christian work. :

Reckoning in the manuver called for in our printed forms
-aside from B'ble Committee work, 1,756,000 pages bave been
printed during the year. This gives rather an ~xaggerated im-
pression of the work done as it represents laigely lesson leaves
and the newspaper. - .

EvaRaeLIsTIC WORE. “With rega:d to thieasin fact with
vegard 10 all my work it should bave bren stated that with two
uonths taken out lor & health tnp a1d aknost another month
in s trip to lusan pot quite te: micntbs are lelt to be re-
ported for.-

Mr. Moore hiving returned during the year the work in
TPai Cbun, Keum Chun ard Pyeng San mentioned in my report
Tast year bas been rcturued to him and ol conrse will be
Teported on by bin. Thatin Kok San and North East Whaug
-Hai and Chuk $Sao, Chung Ju, Kwa Chun ard South East
-KyungKeui mentioned by we last year will be returned on by
Mz. - Miller. : : _ :

~ Daring the past year 1 have taken three trips into the in--
‘terior and spent ten weeks in itinerating. On tbese trips Jnore
ot less protracted .stops were made at Pai Coun, Yurn An, Hai
-Ju, Chang Yun, Song Wha,; Eal Ynl, Poung Char, Haing Ju,
Kim Po, and Tong Jin. At all these books were sold, ser-

"vices held, enquirers tulked with or Christisps admonished avd

Early in the year the Magistrate of Eol Yul bai esllec
Tupon rse and askedy me te be sure and visit nhim the next time
‘that I sbould visit C Yon. I replied thatmy trips to the
country were to preach Chiist and that if T came to visit hin
.it'would only be for this purpose. To this he gave his assent
and eaid he woul be glad if I would come down and preach
there, In ccmpliance with tbis requ‘st we visited this place
and the Magistrate providing. a large ball we had = series
-of Gospel meetings at which Christ was preached %o listering
crowds and a number of small books were sold. At this place
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L now hear that a bulding bat been set aside for re'igious wor
ship aud regulsr services are bsing held.

The activi:y of the Chong Dong Chureh bas been continued
during the pas: year and the repo; s of last vear shonld he dup-
licated. The discontinuance of the bove’ sckool and the regular
meeting of the Chan Dari people at their own cbapel ghonld
bave materially lessered our attendance but the plec.s +hus
vucaied bave been filled by others. We stll feel the need of
enlarged quarters and bad a site been decided tipon the natives
would bave already bagan upon a rew building. Sowe funds .
are now iu band and if the site coull be secured work would be
begun at once. ' The year hus been a hard ore in this section
owing to the poor crops of Just yenc. TRice ias trebled in [rice
and we in Seoul bave ieli it in the contribubions, Desjite this
we report as fo'lows:

For Education,

For Buildings and Repai o
or Buildings and Repairs n
For Home and Foreign Missions, etc. 163‘2;
For ¢hurch expenses 48.63.
Total 356.27.

There bave been added to the Chong-Dong church by bap-~
tism 2 men and 22 wowen, toial 42, and 4S5 as catechumens,
They bold now thirty-seven meetings at seventeen ditfevent
places during each week.

A yourg people’s sotiety was organized and promises to do
well. They have nndertaken inission work in two parts of tha
city. b

A meeting for Class Leaders, Sunday Schocl Teachers anl
church offizers still continaes to meet at my bouss once a week
lor Bible Stuly and ¢)nference aboat the work.

Chandari continues to thrive and reports a number of very
interesting vevival meetings in the early spring. They still con-

-

tribute to the support of Mr. Yi Won Sun..

Haing Ju. In Haing Ju the work is developing well,
The growth of the work here made it necessary to divide the
church and to set off another corgregation at Sa Moui, A nuwme
ber of professel c?be;lhumm left alu(t’lf joined with thde Boman:gt&
In conzequence of this o deal of opposition au:d persecution
has arise;ll.' This has alrexdy dowe googp::‘d I bad the pleasure .
in September of finding a large new church with cale take’s
kouse and sarang that had been built in spite of sbe withdrawal
of the Sa Moui members and of ‘the severe famine frcm which
the people in this district suffered more than anywbere else. .
. I bave visited the place four times duting the year and havy
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B\ the pleasure ofadmitlingbyhgtism% men and 26 women
and 138 infants, and as catchumens 32,

Sa Moui. . The Sa Moui church was set off by itself , a3
bas been saidl, at the beginning of the year and altbo it cone
sisted at first of only ten mewmbers bas grown to an adcit bap-
tised membership of 67. 500 per cent in one year.

I visited this church for the third time in September and
fourd that they had already sscured a church building that was
to be u:ed temporaraily, and bava their eye on a site fora large
and comnodious chapel. I enquired a3 to what they were go-
ing to do .and could not find oat definitely. I am inclined to
think that they desire to have the same surprise for me thas tha
Haing Ju peoplo had. Tt is rot an unpleasant surprise to go in
on one of your cliarges and to find that they are waiting for you
with a bran rew church that thev desite ycu to dedicate. .

Inthis place I bave received 30 men and. 27 women and
16 infants hy baptism, ard bave enrolled 44 catechumens,

. Kim'Po. A little jealousy, without any real cavse, sprang
up in the minds of some of the older members toward brother
Shin Hwa Soon but just asin the casa of the dissensions be-
tween Barpabas and Paul this too was over-ruled for good in
opeving up work in another place, While brother Shin's mind
was brooding over this in perplexity and trouble in obedience to-
tbe dictates of a dream which he helieved was sent by God he
croesed the river to the Magistracy Kim Po and here he found
that there was quite a good deal of interest acd several who bad
got books that were desirous of knowing more of these things.

Here at almost the begioning of the work a noted gambler
and pugilist was converted and with the vigor that be had put
into the service of the devil he began to work for Christ. A
Christian in $eoul who owned a hoose in the place cave it over
for the use of the church and a good work was begun,” A great
denl of persecution was met with bat they bave come out of it
all the parer and better.

Duricg the year there hava been received there 12 men,.

7 women and 2 infants by baptism, and 12 catechumens.
. Tong Jin. Kim Chi Sok of Tong Jin, bearing of the change
io his Iriend " the - pugilist, went 1o see whether these: things
were 80 dnd was.soon convincéd by what be saw and heard of
the Gospel that it was the trath. ~ He took books and told bis
brother who received the word gladly and at once they destroyed
all the signs of heatben worship. They together went and told
their unele who too believed, and pow thare are these two little
ceighborbcods where all the sigos of heathen worship bave been
destroyed and where the one true Ged alone is worshipped.
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At thig place there have been received during the year 21
by ba: tiem and 18 catechuu.ens.

Worg 18 WHANe Hal. Yurn 4n. Tke Chorg Dong
Church started a new work in the soutbern part of the Yum
An Magstracy at the village of Sak Kai.

Iu this village in over one-balf of the houses a!l the idols
hav: | zen "destroyed. -Work- bas been going bere for over
year and 33 catechumens bave been enrolled but none have as
yet toen baptised. Right be:e in this connection it might be
well to note the difference between the work of brother Shin
Wha Soon and so many of the other workers. A special werk
of graco follows wherever brother Shin goes and you can almcst
tell that be bas been there by the work done. A poor illiterate
mau, he bas been taught and used of God in s marvelcus way
and the whole work in Haivg Ju, Kim Po, ete.,is all under God
tbe result of the voluotary unpaid worx of this one man.

Hui Ju. At Hai Ju the work is slowly progressing. There
are a number of professing Christians but as yet it bas not
seemed bast to ddmit any of them even ps chiechumens. A
goodly uumber of women are striving to follow Christ and meet-
ings are regularly held at two different Jleces in the city.

The various Cbristians in the province bave been feeling that
sonv thing should be done at this centre and have been putting
forth a good deal of effort which will doubtless bring forth fruit.

A Christian from Pyeng-yang has moved to Kons Dani as
a school teacher and bas already begun a work thers tbat is.
well spoken of but that bas not as yet been visited by a foreigner.

-At th=ir request a Christian from Chang Yan went over to asaist
in the work and great things are expected. Mo the soulh, too,
in this eame Magistracy of Hai Ju at Masan a work is begin-
ning and thos we are advancing on the capital.

Yun. The whole work in this district centres around
tke work in Sorai. There is everywbere a steady tho com-
paretively slow growth. It is waiched over with much cure and

- soficitude by the church and cburch officers of Sorai and tbey
reap a rich bleesing in the work for themselves. ;

An extended tour was taken in the spring in the company
of Mr. Alexander Kenmure of th British and Foreign Bible
Society during which tin:e a large number of services were beld
in the places visited. Arrangewents were made lookicg to the
gnilding of two new chapels, one at Song Wha and one at Chil

oD
g.At the Magistracy of Chang Yun while we weze there a
bui'ding was given for a church and the funde were raised for
putting it io order.
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. At the different places visited in this district there were
received 26 ‘men and 29 women by baptism, and 46 as
" Serr SurPoRT. As noted in former reports all this is the
work of the natives, carried on ard supported by them without
any financial aid from the foreign church or missionary.

Both the Chong Dong and Chang Yun cburches have a
pumber of evangelists who are sent out and supported entirely
by them and during the whole past year this whole work has
been carried on by the Korean Christians.

The book shops mentioned from year to year are still doing
good and a goodly number of people are reached by them. Their
number is the same as last year. '

The wnatives in this section have during the past year, de-
spite their straightened circumstances owing to failure,n f rice
crops built one large and commodions church, secured three
other bulldings that have been set apart for Charch purposes,
adorned and repaired three otbers and have considerable funds
in band for the building of two more. : .
. They bave paid all their own church and ccngregational
expenses, bave supported. eotirely two teachers and three
evangelists, as well as employing temporarily a number of others.
Much of the contribution is in grain, wood oil etc,, and as a
result ne report could be obtained. '

Partial reports from only three of the fourteen congregations
g@ive us a total of $527.27. : ;

. 'Tho figures for the portion of work that bas been placed
under my care aré then as follows: Nine organized self sup-
porting churches have 14 church buildings or chapels with 42
meeting places and bold 92 weekly meatings. .

There have been added dunng the year 237 by baptism
and 252 catechumens making a church membership of 642 com-
municants and 352 catechumens. These hold 8 Subbath School
services with an average Sabbath school attendance of 601 and
theg sup port and conduct three native primary day schools
with an attendance of 49 boys-and 8 girls.

H. G. UXDERWOOD. -
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THE LATE MR. SOH.

I was moving post-haste for the Hermit Kingdom, spirit,,

beart, and soul, bound westward. The Fmpras was tam-
bling in her cargo with all but blue peter fiying. A whirlwind
of mental incoberency possessed me ; farewells, not #o individoals,
but to western worlds! Continents and hemisphexrs, were skut-
tling sbout before me. What was munin compaison with
these, Truly he was as nothing. But suddenly my atiention
was amesied by the rerert that a warvelons individual with
hug= padded trousers was in possession of the city. *Have yon
seen him?” was on every lip. Could he possibly be one of my
hermit friends? thought I. My heart tbrew continents and
oceans zside and went out after him in one supreme longing.
1 searchied but in vain, up tlis stieet and down that. Just now
bhe was =aid to "have turned a corner; a n:oment later he was
smokivg a lon 1 pipe squatting on the carbstone to the entertain-
ment of a thousand Klondikers ; then ke was seen strokir g the
bobhin or top-kuot on the crown of bis head end comsbing his
locks upwards. At each additional report my heart beat faster,
all evidence went to show that he was ore of my own pecple;
who bad drifted across many waters toa distant worid.

I d'scovered him at last in an inn on the water’s edge, sit-
ting on a western chair, indifferently surveving fitiy or -mcre
miners who were circled abont bim. The niners, feet_hizh in
air, were indulging in the roble art of expecioraritg. The Or-
iental, fur Korean be was, looked 2s thorany Liilows and waves
bad bhandled bim. His hat lacked a ceiling. In its vluce Jdesola-
tion looked forth in the shape of a tuft of ton-knot. His clothes
wera hopelessly soiled, his shoes were trampled out of shi: pe, but
big face was laultless, serene and unemasciated. He ‘received
me calmly. He was Mr. Soh travelling for pleasure and in the
pursuit of “cs2ful knowledpe.” He ren arked that his (#) affairs
had been in an unsettled state for a few days, but that gradually
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they were acquiring the proper form, in fact his present.condi-
tion was one of great bopefulness. He had no woney, bat Mr,
Xi Pomn Chin was bere in tbe interests of his countryiuen, and
he exnectad & remittance from bim. If that failed be would
xun (simpurim) errands for sone one. Again if that should fail
he woald attaca bi nself to the suoite of tlie British Coneul on
his pa-sage eastwanl,

“My dear si,”” I replied, “Mr. Yi Pcm Chin is miles from

bere. You also require a slight kncwledge of Enoglish to run
simpurim, and vo one knows when the Euylish Minister or Cor-
sal will come this way.”

“Don’t saggest evil,” erophatically replied Mr. Soh, as be
tarred from me. :

The landlord was Jeaning against bis bar counter, chewing
@ cigar obliqaely from the corner of his mouth. His first ques-
tion, after Jistening to us, illustrates the supenority of Knglan3
and America in the matter of refinement of speech. Rolling
‘the cizar over to the other side, be inquired: “Whbhere the—
does he cona from?” “He is your guest,” I replied, *“you ought
to keow.” “He is not my choiceand you can tell the begpar for
“wuethat he’il get out of b- re to-inorrow by three o’clock or I’ll fire
bun, T dont want a man in my botel who don’t know whether
Lreakfast is in the momiag or ia the alternoon, Last night I
-caught hio rakiog the clothes off the bed and lying on tbe floor,
Besides,” continued the innkeeper, *‘he’s got more on bis body
than clothes or my pame’s Dinnis.”

There was, however, no canse for anxiety, for that night
the city council was to meet in solemn session to arrange-for the
“Oziental who bad drifted withio their borders. I attended, in
-order to sce what a manicipal council cculd do with a ipan from -
¢he Harmit Kingdom. Af-er sandry and various profound sub-
Jerts bad been discussed, the wayor said: “Lkere is within our
limits an Oriental who Las no wsible n:eans of support. How
‘shall we dispose of bim??- A Scotchman aloze: *I think it
wounld ba muckle beiter for a conceri:ed if they keepit their
Orientals at harne and no hae them come here to “teach heathen
-custo:ns to the popu'sce. 1 move that we mak the ship's
-company tak bim back that broocht bim.” No second. A sec-

: alderman arose and said: “He seems disinclined to work,
I mova we raise the necessary funds to damp bim into the Unit~
el States.” Nosecond. A third arve:: “I move we pul bim
te the Zoy)” Do sccund. Still avother: “I niove we let bim
alone.”” Carried by anavimous consent.

All this time Mr. Soh was placidly awaiting my retorn. 1

/
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aduounced to bim tbat the city courcil was s tody, rot consti-
tuted for other people’s benefit but for its own, that it was bnt &
" broken reed 1o rest on, end that it had refoscd to extend to ium
the bosritality of tbe city. Mr. Soh indignantly v pled:
“What kin] of a town is this anybow? Don't these (Pyd eal
bai:an saram deulli) officials come from London? [ am person-
all: acquainted in London and 1 shall us: wy -inflaer.ce 1 call
these (om duellis rascals to account.” :
1 remarked tbat these officials knew atont as 1uch about
Loricn ag they. did about China. “Have youno prope r author-
ity hiere at all then?” remarked Mr. Sob. I found 1t quite
npessible to explain. He eat back a picture of offended diginty.
“Pardcn me, but the rinnkeeper says you wust Jeave bere
by to-morrow at three o’clock.” )
“That is a matter of indifference,” said Mr. £oh, “I'll gim-
ply leave.” .
“But where will yon go?”
**Anywhere,” replied be,
“Where is anywhere?”’ I meekly asked. ,
“Please refrain from suggestions of evil,” he _ replied
emphatically.
It was already teaa o'clock in the evening, £0 10 change
the subject, I proposed to visit o Chinese laundry in search of a
ot He came reluctantly saying be saw no ocesasicn for sach
(rero mokil jl) bepgarly business as this We introduced our-
sehl‘les to the owrer of a laundry who had av anny of ass'stants.
at bis rear,. .

“Hew 1wuch 'a n:onth for a man to do Jaundry werk?™
I asked. - .

‘Makee ten dollar,” said John. -

“Then Mr. Soh, my friend, will work for you” Wr, Sch
-calealated by way of soliloquy: “Ten first wonth, ten rrcond
month, and five for fificen days and I will have enovgh tocarry
me to Washington — twenty-five dollars,” 5

" Wait,” I remarked, “be bas not accepted you yet.’

“Will you take this man, John ?” -

“No can takee, no belong laandry man, be no savey my-
pidgin, no can give him anything,” and Mr. Soh- moved from
the defilement of the Chinaman and bis detestable presence. It
was now alrost eleven o'clock.

“1'm almid you'll starve.”

“Starve!” said be, the tuft of top-krot standing up
defiantly.

“What do you mean? Why do you say thes2 evil words?
Have you bsen drinking? Why ¢ Why ?* You can ka (go)
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1 beggel Mr Sob's pardon: toldl him I had dons very
badly; tbat I hoped he would harbor no evil thoughta agains
me; that I had wandered for four bours that eveniog in an
effort to persecute him; would he please forzive? and Me. Son
in the wagnanimity of his heart forgave me, promisiag un-

derneath that electric light to remember iny sivs no more,

Then we came to a perfect understandivrg and parted the best
ot friends, all sbadow of the estrangement that had grown up
between us having vanished. :

- He has not been beard of sinze, 0 [ murk him tle late

. Mr. Soh.

l-1 A.;- So G :‘ ".Fn



1898.] BRIITSH TRADE REPORT. £31

MR. CONSUL-GENERAL JORDAN’S TRADE RE-
PORT FOR 1897.

I HE trade report of H. B. M. Consul-General, J. X. Jordan,
C. M. G. for 1897 has been on cur table for sometime. In

thie August issue of THE REPOSITORY we reviewed ihe trade re-
port of the Consul-General of the Ubited Statess Mr. Jordan's
report was reecived at the Foreign Otfice, May 30th; the other
was published at Washington on the 16th of June. The {wo re-
ports deal necessarily with the same facts in most insiances: bnt
the modes of presentation and the inferences drawn are uot the
same. The report under review notes the increase of trade amount-
ing to 778,828/ over that of its predecessor, “and if the present
rate of progress is maintained, the somewhat sanguine prediction
of a recent writer that the trade of Korea will attain a toial of
-10,000,000¢ sterling within the next gqnarter ol a century, may

possibly be realized.” :
The industries of Korea are few. The following remarks
are of importance: -

There is practically only une manufactured articie on the jist — paper—-
and that, though of excellent quality, is produced at a cost which admits of
exportation only on a very limiied scale. Indeed, foreign paper, csj«ccialiy
Japanese, is imported in considerable quantitics for use in the Givernment
uffices, and nonc of tiie many periodicais published in Korea are, so far a3
I am aware, prinied on native paper.

The absence of manufactures is one of the great drawbacks to the de-
velopment of Korean trade; another is the lack of enterprise which prevents
the cultivation anid proper preparation of articles for which the climate and
soil seem to be well suited

Experiments in agriculture, for instance, which have been made by pri-
vate individuals have proved so successful as to encourage the belief that
silk could be producedd in Korea quite as well as in Japan.

The manufacture of straw-braid is anotber industry 10 which atentcn

-might profitably be devoted.
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The quality of the tobacco grown in the country is capable of great im?
provement. At present the method of cultivation is very defective, and the
preparation careless in the extreme. The tobacco Jeaves when ripe are hung
up to dry under the caves of houses, 7nd allowed to ferment into a flavour
which may, suit the Korean palate, but which i not calculated to stimulate
its consumption elsewhere, e !

A species of the rhea plant is grown extensively, from the Lleached

fibre of which a very fine quality of grass-cloth is manufactured. The atten-

tion of foreign exrerts has been attracted io this asticle as affording a possi-
ble opening for an important industry, but the Corean method of prep wa-
tion is said to be unscientific and wasteful. A specimen of thaz fibre prepared

-at Shanghai by a new decorticating process is forwarded with this report.

Mr. Jordan-thinks tbe production of wheat may “gossibly
bave the germ of foture d(.vefop\rent,” and quotes from a letter
written bitn by Mr. Alexander Keninure' who was at the tiine
travelling in the Whang-hai province. Mr. Kenmure says:
“The Province of Huang-Hai seems 1o consist of broad plains crossed
by low rounded hills. In the lowlands rice is grown, but wheat fields extend
for miles, with here and there patches of barley. Approaching the capital.
Hai-ju, a town with about 15,000" people, the soil is a deep reddish - loam,

‘large tracts still “untouched, altho more and more is being broken up for

cultivation. The farming is on a larger scale than in China or in other
parts of Corea, the furrows being as long as in English wheat fields. There
ought to be a good -market for foreign ploughs, &c., and.the people profess
themselves anxious for instruction in farming,” -

‘We are inclined to the opinien, tho we frankly admit we
have not as moch ground for it as we could wish, that Zorea .
will never take much rank as a.wheat growing country. The-
plain around the capital of Whang-hai, mentioned atove, may
possibly produce good -wheat but in the Pyerg-yang proviice
where ‘there arc plairs of sufficient extent, much of the soil is
of that red clay not adaptel to wheat cultare. .

Curiously enough, the re-appearance of wheat as an export seems to be

. one of the indirect results of the late war. The Corean farmer, noticing the

superior_quality of the-wheat introduced by tbe invading army, procured
some of it for purposes of seed, and the consequence has been a marked
improvement _in quality, which has enabled Corean wheat to find a re-
entrance into the markets of Japan. - )

This example might- be followed with advantage in other directions.
Foreign residents have demonstrated to the natives that Coreais capable
of becoming the best fruit-growing country in the far East, but the object
lesson seems to be lost upon them, and Corean fruit, ‘with the notable ex-
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ception of walnuts, chestuuts, and persimmons, continues to be exécrebal
and quite unaffected by the importation of foreign varietie

Mr. Jordan’s remarks on fruit culture are to the poiut.
He thiuks, and quite correctly so, that “foreigners bave demon-
strated that Korea is capable of wing the best frait-growing
country iv the far East” We are-glid for this' expression of
opicion. S.nall fruits like strawberries, raspberries, corrants,
goosebeiries and the likedo well in Seoul and vicinity as we
know from personal experience. -From the poris come si:nilar
reports of succass.  Whan we comi2 to large fruit, such as ehec-
ries, grapes. apples, pears, plums and so forth, we bave only to
call the attention of our readers to the excellent articles in this
magazine by General Dye. There are yeare wheu tke fruit
crop is a failare. In Seonl it is too warm for the winter appls
and late pear, that is to say they ripen too early and will not
keep. This is likely to be th- case this year. On (he other
‘hand we were able {o kecp apples last year untifnear Alarch.
Further nortb, say in Pyerg-yang and in the American 1nicing
concession, -we tbink the aprle and pear will do well and we
are looking to our friends living in those sections to prove cr dis-
prove what we bere say. Of the nalive fruits the walnat, chest-
nut and -persimmon ar: the best, the last one, of which we un-
derstan | there are a dozen varietics, being regarded Ly foreign-
ers as the best.

The report discusses at length the great increase in the
exportation - of gold and and has the following observations
cn this peint which we reproduce entire:

The export of gold dust has risen from 1,390,412 dol. (150,6287) in
1896 1o 2,034,079 dol. (205,527/) for 1857, which is far the largust on record,
A recent estimate made by an Awnerican observer put down the geld anval-
ly obtained in Corea at 3,000,000 dol. gold (300,000/), and as there is
reason to believe that the amount which leaves the country clandestinely is
at Jeart 2s large as that ceclared at the cusloms, the yearly output is prob-
ably not less than §.000,000 dol (or zc0,000%). - The Wonsan export has
remained at practically the same figure for the last two yeass, just under
1,000,000 dol. (say, 100,co0/.), the increase for the present year having taken
place a: Chemulpo, where the export for the year is now almost as large as
that of Wonsan, and more than double of the Chemulpo figures for the

- preceding year. i \

This is accounted for by the fact that a rich mine wis discovered during
the cummer of 1897 at a place called Ho-Yang, on the plateau beteea Soul
and Wonsan. At one time there were reported o be 40,000 people ut the
new field, but the number was probably largely exaggerated. Miners were
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douttless withdrawn toa certam extent from tke old fields inthe north,
where the production was temporarily arcested.

The total export was divided almost equally between China and Japan-
China taking slightly the greater share, whereas in tke preceding year Japan
was much the larger purchaser. The increased shipmemisto China are

: ‘probably due to the continued deprccnabon of silver, gold being practically

the only Corean product that can be sent to China for the purch::se of Man-
chester imports.

It is curidus lo bote that gold dust is a duty-free export, though coal and
all other ‘minerals are dutiable. The treaty exempts gold. bullion f:om

duty, and any attempt to impose a duty upon dust would doubtless . l.e met
by its conversion into bullion.

The decline in the importation of Manchester gocds r:oted
in last report is not repeated this year avd the Cousul-Gereral
is qoite bopeful. He believes Marchester poods bave reagained
the gronnd they had lcst, not only this but bave made “a very
marked advance.” He says,

It ngrmfymglo note that British nmports. in which I noticed a decline
in my last report, have not only recovered their former position but have
made a very marked advance. Carea may now fairly Le regarded asa
pmm:smg roarket for Manchester godds. the annual import of which aver-
ages about 300,000/, and is likely to develop very considerably with jm
proved means.of communication, the opening of new poits, and the increased
purchasing power conferred by a larger demand for its exports. Wherever
one goes in the country, one finds Manchester goods sharing with kerosere
and malcheés the honour of representing an ahen civiisation.

Manchester grey shirtings have puacticall) no rival in the Cerean mar-

kets. The import. . for last .year was 218,220/, against 177,0984 in- 1896,
while the import.of the Japanese imitation remains under 5.000/. During -

“the first six'ionths of the yeara steady business was done, favoured by

comparatively little - fluctuation in exchange, andthe customs riturns at

'Chemulpa alone show an excess over the previous year of 33,064 pieces.

valued at 150,000 yen - (say, 55,000L). The Chinese merchants expected
that nnfavourable exchange would result-in a rize of prices during ¢ second

“half of the year, Lut the introduction cf the gold standard in Japan came as

an unexpected- rellef and by depreciating the value of the tael and Mexican

dollar relatively to yen, the currercy of Corea cnabled t erchants te lay down

goods bought on the Shanghai market at prices v hich stimu’aiei their sale
in Coréa. -

During the past year I have péssonally on various cccasions instiuted
inquiries into the state of the trade in Manchester _goods, and the infora-
tion which I derived from the Chinese salesmen of our goods in Corea, may
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be of some interest as reflecting the views of those who come into daily
contact with the consumers. The Chinese are almost unanimous in their
belief that Manchester piece-goods are not likely 1o sufier seriously from
Japanese competition in 1his part of Corea. The wellto-do Coran gentle-
men is very fastidious about bis dress, and is quite prepared to pay for a
good article. He affects cloth that comes out with a gloss and shiny ap-

pearance after washing, and the Japanese anicle fails 10 satisfv his standurd
of tasts in this respect.

1t is in piece-goods that the Japanese advance is chiefly making itself
felt, and it is here that my Chinese informants and others complain of the
absence of competition on the part of Manchester. The Japanese import
rose from 69,826/, in 1896 to 93,683/ in 1897, and as the goods are used by
the poorer classes, which form the bulk of the population, the trade is cap-
able of very considerable expansion. These goods, which in the absence of
of any specific name may be designated Japanese nankeeps, are made in
imitation of Corean sizes'and patterns, and surprise is often expressed that
no attempthas been made to produce them in Manchester. Specimens
have, I understand, been sent home at various timés, but as no response
has been made to meet the wants of the Corean market, # is proballe that
the British manufacturer does not consider the trade a profitable one or of
sufficient importance to repay his attention. At the same time it'should
be known that the Chinese, wko are the agents and distributors of Manches*
ter goods in this country, are being compelled mo.e and more by the demand
to provide Japanese piece-goods. Mr. Qiesen, the Commissioner of Customs
at Wonsan, whose-opinion is entitled to weight, believes that there is a prize-
of 200,000/ annually, with a certain prospective increase, awaiting the Man—
chester firm which undertakes this branch of trade.

There is one curious feature which is said to differentiate English and
Bom ay yarn from Japane:e, and to make grea'ly in favour of the latter-
The statement has teen =0 ofien made to me by Chinese connected with
the trade that I feel justified in reproducing it witbout, however, professing
lo proriounce any opinion cf its accuracy. It is universally asserted that the
success of Japanese yarn in largely due to the manner in which it is twisted”
—{from left 10 right, which is alleged to suit the manipulation of the Corean
spindle. English yarn, being twisted in the opposite direction, is said to get
loosened and tangled in the process. Tbe fact was impressed upon me by

he Chineze at Chemulpo, where the import of Japanese yarn just doubled
tn value during the past year.

The Koreans whil: nsing silk are unable to suprly their
own vse. * The followirg remarks are irtercsting:

The silk for the Corean market is specially manufactured in the neigh-

bourhood of Chinking, and is quite different from anythirg worn in China’

-
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‘Coreans Iike bright and fancy colours, children especially appearing on-holi-
days in clothes of the most dazling hues. . It is amusing in this remote part
qfdnworldloburthe Chinese purveyor complaining of the impossibility
o(kpqincpace wuhtheeverchngmg fashions of the Corvans.

‘Fhé increase. in the .coast trade ‘an.cunted to nearly
100,004, is - noted a3 “one of themest gratifying features “of
the tmdeoi the year.” The  opening of the two ports, Chinam-
po and- Mokpo is referred to in the following paragrephs:

Tﬁem'hmhmumndatheyurlmmble&omacommemal
pointol’mmtheopenmgoftheponsofCMnnampoandMokpotofq».
egntr.lde. Eaxlyin]ulyhsttheComnConncﬂofSweofnsownatcord
and with an “enlightened appreciation of the importance of providing fiesh
ondea{oruade.passedansdnmnwhnhwedtbeapprmalofthezm.
.puwdechnngb«hdthmpm-mtym&omwwcx.

-Both ports were openedon the appointed day, and altho there has
'puyabewmwtmthmcommerchlapabﬂma,tbmuemmson
';obehevedmmestepwillbaveamrhdeﬂectindevelopmg the trade of

“the country by bringinrg new and-important lmrkas in contact with outside
'sourca of suppiy_ and Jemand.

The qnesuonofopmmgapononthehng-yang Inlet has been under
~consideration for the last 10 years, and has at Jast become an accomphshed

fact. Ehimmpo\i. situated- on the- northern: shore of the inlet, about 15 -

miles from’ its eptrance; ‘and will form thé natural base of cupply, not only
“for:be cityol; Pyeoz-yang‘mhits popnhtmofm people, but also for
xwmnmpmedofhgeamhtnlmdmmralusoum

" The port.is closed. bymd\nmg tpomonofﬂ'ewmw- ‘which explains
«nymmdehasso&rmcdyﬁgmedhthentm :

Mokpdustuatedmg 47" 30" N.la.andlzﬁts 30" E. long. in the
southwestern portion of ‘the province of Chulla—far the richest and mosy
fettile in“the Empire; from which the capital has in past years drawn the
greater, gctﬁqn of its supplies. It lies at the mouth: of a river’ which flows
1hrough a rich agricultural dism:t geuerally regarded ‘as the garden of
Corea;’ mdlswuhmadays)onrneyofsevenlhtge andﬂbunshmg townse
;The -new port _already. gives - indication of becoming ‘a'large centre of rice
expon.andconmnsacolonyol‘abou:oo]apaneseselﬂeumth a Japanese
-cousulate, post-oﬂiee. and all the other accompaniments of Japanese
<ivilisation, _

Gmaalbre:gnsetdewucompmingmamohbouzzs acres each
have been laid out at both of the new ports, which are to be govemed by

an elal.orate code of regulations framed by the foreign representatives in
consultation with the Corean Government.

Various topics of minor importance -‘are discussed such as
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the “stamped” yen, general improvements at Seoul, the Seoul-
Chemnulyo railway which *“cannot fail to give a stimulus to the
trade of Chemulpo, which is fast taking rank as one of the most
rising and presgperous of the minor settlements in the Far Eact.
Its trade which is now over 1,000,00CZ a year, exceeds that of
most of the smaller ports in China which were opened many
- years perviously:” the smvey of the Leoul-Wiju railway; the
German gold mining concession which gave the frm the right
to select “anywhere in Kores, a few places excepted. a tract
twenty miles long by thirteen miles broad, and of -working all
pines for a term of twenty five-years on payrcent of twenty-
five percent royalty on net profits;” the increase of tbe postal
system which, however, ia *‘still worked in & very priinitive
fashion, and a visit to the central post office in Seoul does nok
inipress one with the magnitude of the business or Lbe efficiency
with which it is conducted;” an abtserce of tax on bouses in
the capital which i& due to tbe act of “a forier Ring anxious 1o
foster the growth of his capital, compounded for toe payment of
the impért for 100 years, and eltho the period covered by the
commutation has expired it hes not been corsidered advisable
to revive the tax.” The refort ccncludes with six pages of
tables relitive to trade. ;

EDITOR.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.

OUR -8CHOOLS.

‘WH’H the advent of the reformation of Koren in 1894
- came a thorough and fandamental change in the educa-
tional system of thé country. The civil service examinations,
once €0 popular because affording the only way to political pre-
ferment, -were abolished. A more modern method was substituted.
Schools were organized from the primary to the normal with the
aniversity in the general plan but not marked out in detail. [n
1896 i : two pepers of more than ordinary interest, the Rev. D.
L. Gifford discussed 1 this magazine the old system of education
and the new, and gave a brief but correct account of each school
in Beoul at .the time. Since then the'work’ of enlarging and
-developing the general plan of education bas been carried on with
more or less.success. There are now nine primary schools in this
<ity with an enrollment of nearly one thousand pupils. The
Ubited States Consul-General, Horace N. Allen, has recentl
written on the subject of “Educational Institutions and Metho&
in Kores,” the advaoce sheets of which were published in Wash-
ington September 7th, a copy of which is now before us. The
Conzul General attributes the “present javorsble aspect-of educa-
tion” to the changes that came to Korea as a result of the Japan-
- Chiva war. 'This is quite correct. “ We believe that education,
‘Christian education, liberal education, is fundamental to the
growth and stability of any government and we gledly give space
to record the progress made in Korea in this respect the ﬁdfew
years. The report, from which-we #hall quote freely, is on
ﬂr::ent-ﬁm made by the teachers in charge. of the severil
ls. We follow the order in which they are given: |
American Methodist School~The mission of the American Methodist
Church maintains a flourishing school, which was originally started in 1886
‘under the name of Pai Chai, “Hall for Rearing Uselul Men,” a name con-
ferred upon the school by His Majesty. Under an agreement maie with the
Korean Government in 1895, a certain number of pupils are placed in this
school by the Government upon a compensation of §1 silver (30 cents gold)
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per month. ‘The course of study, discipline, etc., is entirely in the hands of
the mission. Attendance at chapel and at Sunday serviceis compulsory,
From an attendance of 50 in 1893, the school has now 103 popils; and 176
were in attendance at the close of last year's term—June, 1897, Japanese
and Chinese youths are also received at this school. The school has 2
foreign tachers and 4 native assistants, with 3 instructors in the Chinese
character. A very highly appreciated course of lectures has been a promis.
nent featire during the past two years, being delivered by native-born Ko-
reans who have lived long abroad and become thoroughly familiar with
matters that interest the outside world. No money is given to any of the
pupils of this school except for services rendered. Poor boys are given em.
ployment in the mission printing press, or bookbindry, and they thus learn
a useful trade while helping themselves to a general education. A theolog-
ical course was at one time fwynished at this school, but it has been Giscon-
tinved. The boys wear a uniform, dnd they have some drill in gymnastics
and military tactics. One prominext fiature of this schopl is the debating
soci2ty, in which the boys have shown a remarkable antitude for puplic
speakinz. “From the course of study sent me by the principal, Rev. H. G.
Appenzeller, 1 find that the preparatory course extends over three years
Reading, writing, and spelling are tayght in the first year; geography, arith..
metic and composition in the sccond; and history, algebra, drawing, phy-
siology, and a course in the New Testament in the third. This is followed
by a regular college course, which is only amanged for, huwever, thro
the sophomore year. -

Normal School.—~Seoul has another American school, taught by Rev-
H. B. Hulbert, one of the three teachers sent from America in 1886. Mr.
Hulbert’s present school was started in 1897. It is meant to be a normal
school for the drilling of native teachers, who may go cut and take charge
of primary schools for the people. It was the idea- of the Government in
startiry this school to use the teachers prepared in it for establishing 2 reg.
ular system ol puplic schoolsthroughout the country. One of Mr. Hulbert's
functions is to prepare text books for the use of these schools, a work in
which he has had considerable experience. It is unfortdnate that in connec-
tion with this normal school the Governmeént has established a school for
the teaching of English to the sons of nobles, thus prgvenjing the teacher
from devoting his time to legitimate work, as he desires t0.do. There are at
present enrolled in the rormal school 30 school scholars, while the English
school under the same teacher has 35 students. The principal has 1 native
assistant in the English department and 2 assistants in the norma:l depart,
ment. The last two teach only the Chinese classics.> As to the work, Mr.
Hulbert says:
" My work veing, then, of a double nature and the assistaace of litile
value, I found it neces:zary to confine the curriculum for the first vecar to
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erithmetic and general geography. During the first year the men com.
E:t:d-. and tborougbly reviewed ’the wh':l.e'ol' .an imzz'mediate arithmetic,
application of évery part of which. I .adapted to Korean life and customs,
“This, in view of the utter lack of text-books, is éncouraging and shows that
the Koreans have good ‘capacity along scientific lines. 1 found among the
_awhole class three or. four. men who -are exceptional mathematicians, eyen
when judged from the standards of America or .Furope. In the study of
geography, 1 found that the interest was sustained, and the men applied
es vigorously. The difficulty in the pronunciation of foreign names
and the fact the  Chinese "books have transliterated the geographical
names in such a grctgque manner has been something of an obstacle; but
in this branch { bave made use of a gazeticer of the world which 1 pub-
Yished sume yeais ago in the vernacular, and in this way | have succeeded
in weaning them ‘away frum the Chinese pronunciation, which is so mis-
] . During the first, the men have completed the study of Furope,
Asia, anl North America. In addition to ordinary geographical matier,
have been taught the facts concerning the military and naval strength
of the different nations, their foreign policy, their relative power, their edu-
cational and religious status, and a large amount of other special inatter.

Japanese School. The Government Japunese Language
*choel organized in 1891 comes next. Then follows a brief but
interesting account of the school -maintainél by the “Foreign
Edueaticni Society of Japan,” callad the. “Keijo Gagko."

This was organized in April, 1898, *as a token of the sincere sympathy

for the lack of a sound educatianal basis in Korea, with the view of giving a
thorough elementzry course of instruction to Korean youths, and thus aiming

to form a true foundation of the undisputed independence of that country.

Among the active members of the society. are Messrs. .Oshi-kawa and

Hondo, most prominent Christains in Japan, and the teachers in charge of

school are graduates of the Kyoto Iroshisha School. It is supported by the

-volumtary contributions of philanthropists resident in Japan and Korea. It
endeavors to teach all popular science both in Japanese and Xorean.™ This
school has two ordinary courses—higher and Jower—of three years each
and a special course for the teaching of the Japanese language of one year
There are 4 teachers, who receive only the actual cost of their living. The
cost of the maintenance . of the school is $3,000 silver (81,500 gold). No
tharge is made npon the pupils, who are alss farnished with text books and
stationery fres. There dollars per month is given to meritorious students,
- and the best scholar is sent to Japan for further education at the expense
of the school. The enrollment is 180 with'a daily attendance of 100. No
uniforms are supplied or worn.

* Chinese School. On May 1, the Korean Goverment engaged a Chinese
teacher from Pekin to teach a Chinese school, with the object of turning out
good Chinese interpreters and giving them"a ‘knowledge of the Chinese
Jiteratore and classics. - The school has a daily attendance of 35. The age
of the pupils varies from 15 t030.. The students are - divided into three
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classes, and school lasts from 9 2. 7. 10 3°p. aw., with one hour for hunch,
There is no session on Saturday afierncon or on Sunday.

Russian School. From tbe Ruossian tescher, Mr. Birukofl, I have the follow-
ing facts .wgarding tbe Russian Langnage School. This achool -was estabilished in
_April, 1* 94, and vumbers at present 88 popils. Theee are selected pow and then
by the Lu.uutional Department, family jnfivence having much 10 do in the selec
tion. le has 3 assistants (natives), especially engaged and 2 who have Leen se-
Jected from the best of the pupils. No pupils will be gradusted prior 10 January,
1899. The schuol Lns at present four courses; this pumber is arbitary and may
depend upun she nuwber of pnpi{s and their progress during the year.
‘Az s rule, the Korean pupils show a ia] jotesest i i
and very good aptitude for ﬁ?hennnu. mm :rrile vel?,gg%zp:’omm_{
i3 concerned, but eyntax is rather feeble. The gresiest nuisance is the abominable
E:‘nunciation of Russian words, which somelimes 1unke the speeck of even the

pupils nearly unintelligible. .

"French Sshool. Onve of ihe wost successful achools in Beoul is the French
scbool under Mr. E. Martel. Although it Las ouly been in fiyjr 1unning order
since. January, 1895,French iuterpreters are met with at all Goveroment depori.
ments and at the homses of wuny high officials. At the comoencement of this
school, it coly had an earollment of 17 popils, none of ‘'whom koow any Fregch.
The number of pupils has steadily incressed, until it cow hLas 100 in atiendance,
with 4 assistant teachers, chosen from the first cluss. The plan of this schonl is to
taarn out good interprelers and teacbers of the French language, and at the same
time to give them a working koowledge of arithmelic, history, geograpby, and
bookkeeping, 5o that they may be fitted for the poms of clerks and sesic:ants in the
Government.

" English School. The most important of the foreign Jonguage schools and the
ope with best equipwent is the English school. The besd master, W, Du Flon
Hunchison, is 8 professonal teacher of much experience, aod be his as assistant
masier T. E: Halifux, who taugbt the first Evglish echool in Korea in 1883. The
school w3s begun in November, 1894, using asa nucleus some students from
a naval echool Mr. Hutchison had been conducting with the aid of some E:iglish
officers oa the island of Kaog-wba. Tbe British residents have dooe a great deal
in the way of encouraging the scholars of this school by contributing toward the
purchase of pest and appropriate uniforms, teachisg them such games as football
and otber college sports, in which the boys do excellently, and in offering prises
for the winners in the vaiious sports. It 5 the plan of this school to give the
young men an idea of general knowledge, in addition to the vse of the Engiish
language. The masters desire rather to make manly youths of their boys, boping
that they may be induced 1o continue their siudies, or at least have a desive for
knowledge greater than they would have otherwise posseased. The achool bae had
many backsets. A fine new building was taken away from them for some other
purpose just as it was -completed. A drill sergeant loaned to e school by the
British sdwiral was allowed to Jeave, and they complain of having to work uoder
many dificulties. The scholars of this achool are from the middle clasmes, which
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probably accounts for much of the school’s sucness; since a teacher, however well
qualified be might be, would be able to do little with the nobles’ sons unless they
were made to obey rules. There are 120 scholars enrolled in this school, with an
average attendance for 1898 of 110.

Under miscellaneouns echools the report discusses schools
for girls which are “rather bomes thin schools.”

“There have been many military schools in Korea at vari-
ous times, urder the charge of Awericans, Japanese, lZngiisb,
an] Russians. These haveall passed away, and the Koreans
have just organized a military schoel of their own, with no for-
eign instructors. I understand it is to be more of a schocl for
drilling officers tban anything else. It is the intention to take
the tactics and commands they have received from their previ-
ous instructors an:l combine them irto an *improvement cf
each,” which will bave tha Korean language as a medium of
communication. . It bas beep a source of commeut beretofore
that Eoglish and Americans, Russians, and Japanesa could bear
the officers giving commands each in his own language, much
to-the bewilderment of the native soldier.”

We may conclude this article by stating that a German
Language School was opened this fall with Prof. " [alliabn as
head master dnd an enrollment of sixty pupils. If these several
schools continue to improve in efficiency in the future we
- may be sure great changes will be wrougbt in Ecrean ways of
thought, We wish these teachers every success in their edorts
at training the body, the mind, anl the beart of their pupils.

Annual Meeting.—We have the pleasure to record this

month short accounts of the aniual sessions of three missions
having work in Korea. The reports submitted by the workers
show most encouraging progress and results. We re-produce in
exienso the admirable report of the Rev. Dr. Underwood of the
Northern Presbyterian Mission which shows the advancement
made in the line of seli-support. Extracts from other reports as
well as a study of the statictics. will give the reader some small
idea of the greainess of the work in hand now by the Protestaut
missionarjes. In some quarters as in the north-eastern and
scuth-eastern provinces it is a time of breaking up of fallow
ground and of seed-sowing. In other places the toilers are re-
Joicing in the abundant harvest and calling loudly for more help.
The thoughtful student of missions in this country cannot
but be impressed with the fact that the efforts put forth at present
are Jimited almost exclusively to purely "evangelistic wori. All
Christian work, whether in school or dispensary, if carried on in
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the proper spirit is evangelistic and there is o occasion for any
distinction 10 be made other than to call attention to the' promi-
nent fact that the efforts - of the missionaries are centered on the
direct preaching of the l.. The chapel, the trip into the
country, theprivate work in the roum by the street, the dis-
tribution of the Scriptures and tracts, « ccupy the chief place in the
mind of the worker. The missionary duciur bas a larger repre-
sentation in this. country ihan anywhere elss and the success or
failure of medical missions will to a Jarge extent be decided here
in Korea. But %o great is the call for evangelistic work that the
doctor in a few instarces has left his profession and in others,
‘when be goes. into the country, he Jcaves his medicines behind
him. We state this fact and make no comment other than that
we believe these workers see greater need for Cirect evangelistio
efforts than for wedical work, - .

The Northern Presbyterian Mission, progressive,’
stirring, rejoicing in its conquest of souls, manifests Jittle interest
in’educational work. Traininiclassee in session a month or 8o
during the year are held, but the direct result from these classes
goes night back into the propagation of the gospe). The doctrine .
the brother learns, or thinks he lesrns, during this one morth he
must enlarge upon and add to during the remaining efeven months.
We state the case correctly, we hope, but mske no comment
now.

We congratulaie the brethren in these miesions on their
abundant labors and success,

3 h'Zl‘he Rev. V. Juukin furnishes us the following report
of the : ' -

ANXNUAL MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN MISTION,

“This mission entered Korea in November, 1892, and its.

pioneers spept three years in Seoul working on the fanguage,
- doing some mission work in connection with the Northern Pres-
byterian Mission, and preparing the way for the location of its
;t:lﬁons in the southern province of Chulla, Its personvel is as
ollows: .

Chunju Station: ('94)
Rev. L. B. Tate, ’92, Fulton, Mo.
Miss M. 8. Tate, ’92, Fulton, Mo.
Rev. W. D, Reynolds, 92, Norfulk, Ve.
Mrs. W. D. Reynolds, ’02, Richmond, Va.
Rev. W. B. Harrison, ’96, Lebanon, Ky.
Mrs. W. B. Harrison, *02, Abi (N
Dr. Mattie B. Tngold, ’97, Rock Hill, N. C.

¥
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Aunran Station: (935)
Rev. W. M. Jutukin, ’92, Christiansburg, Va.
Mis. W. M. Juukin, '92, Lexington, Va.
Dr. A. D. Drew, ’94, Chase City, Va.
M=, A. D. Drew, *94, Danville, Va.
,3[0(’[)0 Station : (’98)
Rev. Eugene Bell, 95, Shelbyville, Ky.
Mrs. Eugene Bell, *95, Louisville, Ky.
Dr. Hugh M. Owen, 98, Halifax, County, Va..

“The Seventh Annual Meeting convened at Chuanju, the
capital of the province, on Sept. 19th, and closed on the 24th.
Arl“ members present except Mr. and Mr-. Bell and Mrs. Drevw.

“The organization was Dr. Drew, Chairman; Mr. Reynolds,
Secretary ; Mr. Bell, Treasurer. Formerly the work of the mis-
sion was done by a pumber of committees. This.year we suc-
ceeded in boiliug ours-lves down to abont two committees. Qae
on Business that does the work usnally assigned to finance, prop-
crty -building, auditing, records, ete. The other on fission
Work that performs the duties of cvaugelistic, reinforcement, ap-
portionment, narrative, ete. 'I'he advantange is that we are now
ableé 1o fix a time for committee meetings and to mcet. The only
other committee is one on Bible Trans<lation work, and an Ad’
Inlerim commiltee whose duty it is to transact certain emergency
business between Anuual Meetings.”

.- ¥or 99 the following reinforcements were asked for: Two.
ministers, one doctor, two single ladies. '

t . The statistics are:—Kun Srn Members 1897, 9; 1898, 14;
Catechumens, 9; Aggrl:mnta, 2; Collections 40 yen.

= Chunju—Mem 1897, 6; 1898, 8; Catcchumens, 13;
Applicants, 15; Collections, 13.42 yen. f

- . . Total—Members 1897, 15; 1898, 22; Catechumens, 22;
Applicants, 17; 53.42 yen. T

_ . Sunday Schools, 3; Sunday School Scholars, 5; Vi
}’nycr Moeetings 3; Native helpers; 3; Bible women 1.—W. M.
JONRIN,

METHODIST EPISCOFAL CHURCH SOUTH

The Anvual Meeting heid next was-that of the Mission of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. We receivcd the fols
lowing report of the proceedings from the Rev. C. T. Collyer:

“The Second Annual Meeting of the Kurean Mission, Meth-
odist Episcopal Church,” South, . commenced on 17th Scptember
under the prasidency of Bishop A. W. Wilson D.D., LL.D. Ox-
ganization was cifected by the election of C. T. Collyer as secre-
tary. The work of this Mission was brought under review by
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the reading of reports fromn the tvo stations (Seoul and Songdo)
in connection with which a number of outstations bave hoen es-
tabli hed. The statistics show much cause for thankfulness and
give every cncouragement to press forward. The detail Lusiness
was carefully gone into in a number of subsequent sessions.

“On Sunday 18th September in Union Chnreh  Bishop.
Wilson, assisted by Bishop Cranston, Dr. Scranton and Dr. Reid, -
ordained C. T. Collyer, who a year previvusly had been elected
to elder’s orders by the China Mission Cunference.

““One of the most ir:leresting sessions of the Meeting was held
in the Mission Howe of the Woman’s Board. The report of
Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Reid and Mrs. T. H. Yun showed that an
encouraging beginning had been made in “voman’s work for
women.” Miss Yi, M. D., r:ported that she had treated
guite & number of out-puticnts who had come, gnite unsought, to

er.

“The working- force of the Parent Board has been recently
enlarged by the admission of R. A. Hardie, M. D., who for a
number of years has been working in Korea for-the Canadian
Mecthodist Church. In a few weeks the Mission of the Woman’s
Board is to be increascd by the arvivals of Miss Hindes from
Kentucky.”

APPOINTMENTS.

C. F. Reid, Preciding Elder and Preacher in charge in Seoul.
C. T. Collyer, Preacher in charge, Songdu.
R.'A. Hardie, in charge of Mecdical work, Songdo.
Mrs. Campbell, Woman’s work, Seoal.
Miss Hindes, YWoman’s iork, Songdo.
COMMITTEES.

Course of Study:—C. F. Reid, R. A. Hardie and Mrs.
Campbeil were by the chair appointed a committee 1o look into
the necessity of having a statar cuurse of study for the Misdion.

Text Books:—Dr. Reid, Mrs. Hardie and Mm. Yua were
appointed a committee to select suitable text books for Day
Bchool Work. _ s

Auditing ‘Commirtee:—Miss Hindes and Dr. Hardie werr
appointed a committec to aadit the book of the Woman’s Beard.

Since the reception of this eormmunication, the Superinten
dent of this Mission, the Rev. C. F. Rdid, D. D., placed into our
bands a printed copy ¢f Mivutes. The reports -are fall of in-.
tense interest. Dr. Reid gives the reader side-views of the
naturzal scenery of the country thro which he trdvels. Our read-
ers will remember the delightful description of a _tri_f_{_fff\ﬁl Sconl_
to. Songdo hie gave us in a former nuniUer of ‘THE Reposrruny.
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The report read at this meeting gives us in addition to interest-
ing church news, bits of dmi;l)uun of the country a few of which
we shall give our rerders the g:asure of sharing with us. He ig
travelling betwezn Seoul and Songdo and visitiog a section some
izht miles east of the magisterial town of Pa-ju. “The surface
mhis gection is very much broken but well watered, and the
parrow but numerous valleys seem very productive. 1 have
rarely looked upoo scenes of such surpassing loveliness as lay
d out before the traveller from almost cvery eminence
:ﬁroughont this district. The people are thrifty and friendiy.”
He visited Chuk-sung “charmingly sit:at~] in a natural
basin among the hills. Agriculture is tﬁe chief employment of
the people and the producis are red ginseng, wheat, barley and
beans.” Further on he comes to the village of Sulmiichi. ““The
road {o this village leads up thro a winding gorge just wide
enough for the path an1 a babbling stream that comes rusling
down from the mountains beyond. At the head of this gorge
nestles the little bamlet, famous for the glazed pottery manufac-
tured and which finds its way down to the Imchin river to
Chemulpo and thence to all Erts of the cmpire.”
~_ Here he found several believers who called themselves such,
Thé case we thiok is a typical ope in its main asgects of many.
who in their ignorance are trying to “do the'doctrine.” The
leader of the balf dozen men “appearcd to be very sincere in his
desire to be a Christian, but I noticed that a large part of his
business cinsisted in the sale of native beer 50 much used by the
Koreun, and also that he had not yet taken down'the fetish and
that signs of devil worship were abundant. On wy first op-
portuity I took him soundly to tas about these things. He
‘suid that be bad long wauted to be 1id of them but that his
women folk- had opposed him so vi:lently that he had nos had
the beart to put them away. He said if you will belp me I
will do it right now.” To this I consented and we bad quite a
time in gathering up the old pieces of cloth, paper and bundles
of straw that were bung in various placesaboat the house and
which bad for many years reil;esented to him the spiritual pow-
ers that bad dominated bis life and conferred blessi  OT Ca=
lamities at will. As for the beer shop, be said it was the main
s1pportfor himself and family, bat that he would take the mat-
ter into consideration. In point of fact be shortly after closed
his sbop and has since been trying to make his support in sowe
otber way.” This we believe is not an isolated case. Fetishes,
idols, with all they involve must go and do go. Sometimes it is
the man of the houss wha objects violently to the removal of the
sigus of idolatry; frequently it is be who patronizes most the beer
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shop. But that these thingsare common and that they repre-
sent earnsst and sincere efforts to come from the dar to
light we are hdippy to believe and to record. :

W. must resist the temptation to quots further from thess
accounts than one instance from Mr. Collyer’s report. It shows
the good work done by the bookstore. “Elsewhere we gave at
length told the story of th: man, a saloon keeper and gambler,
who was converted thro readirg some tracts purchased at the
M. E. Rook Depot in Seoul. He immediately closed down his
saloon, gave up his gambling and grthered a few friends round
bim to whem he expounded the beok. Thus commenzed the
work at Munsanpo, and which progressed so favorably that ten
men and three women were baptized there during the year.”

The statistics are interesting: Communicaats, 105; probae
tioners, 200; total, 305. Received into communion during the
year 60; on probation 135, Bibl:s and portions sold, 911; tracts
sold, 1,752. Coctributions Seoul circuit, yen 100.47; Soogdo
circait, yen 33.69; total, yen 134.16 :

THE NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN MISSION,

This large and eminently successfol mission began its Foure
teenth Annnal Meeting on the 19th inet. ‘This body has some
of the leaders of thougbt in wmodern Korea and its hictory is
honorable. More books have been published by members of
this mission than by any other in the country. The first to
enter the field of literature was tbe autbor of the interesting
volume, *“Korean Tales,” a book that found a ready sale. Next
fallowed Dr. Underwood with Introduction to the study of
the language, and an English-Korean and Korean-English Dio-
tionary. The first book has a prominent place in the course of
study for missionaries in at least two and possibly more missions,
After this Mr. Gale.gave “Korean Grammtical Forms,” a nuas-
tery of which is necessary to a thoro knowledge of the language.
Mrs. Baird's little book, “Fifty Helps,” has already passed
thro tha first edition, showing that a want was met in its pab-
lication. Two years ago Mr. Gale gave us his splendid “Ko-
rean-English Dictiooary,” a book that will always be a monu-
ment to the scholarship of the anthor and a crédit to the mise
sions that provided the funds for its publication. And Jast cones
the charming little volame, “Every Day Life in XKorea,” by Mz,
Gifford to which one may tarn with feelings of relief after labare
ing over the heavy tomes mentioned above. -

In tbe line of tracts and books in the vernasular, Dr. Un-
derwood and Mr. Moffett take the lead, tho every one who has
been in Korea any length of time has published something.
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Rev. Jus. 8. Gale was elected moderator and Dr. C. C.

Vinton seceretary. Tbe vsual routine busitess of receiving reports
from the varioua statior’'s occupied the first. part of the session.
The discussions following the reports contained little of interest
to the general public. :
*. The-most important acticn of the mission was the proposi-
ticn to bard over to the new Canadian Presbyterian Missicn its
work in the .ortherstern pait of the Emyire, or the two prov-
inces, North and South Hamkyenz, This new missicn seut
five missionaries to begin wprk and tbey verv wisely, it s-ems to
us, asked to be !ocated by the missions that know best the needs
of the field. As u result of this transfer, Mr. Gale ané his
family will move to Seoul, while Mr. Swallen and bis family will
go to Pyeng-yang. .

Rev. 8. A. Moffett_and Rev. F. 5. Miller were appointed
representatives on the Permanent Executive Bible comnittee.

In the assigument of work there have been but few chan res
_ other thdu these meationed above. Miss M. Alice Fish, M. D.,

ﬁes to Pyeng-yang; Miss Eva H. Field, M. D., and Miss Es‘ber
Shields will enter the hospital in Seonl.
. . Miss Georgiuna E. Whiting, M. D., gave us permission to
use her narrativo report from which we sball wake liveral ex-
tracts in our-pext number. "

- The Month,—Tbis has been a busy rconth in the capital.
The Annual Meeting of the Northern Presbyterian Miseion ;
the sessiors of the Council of all the Presbyterian bodies having
raissions in Korea; the public meetings of th» Eorean Ilcliaicus
Tract Bociety, took place this montb, The Independerce Club

ieged the palace praying for the disinissal of the whole Cabinet;
this was dcne, a new one appointed, and some of the new min-
isters tho appointed about tbe 1middle of the month resigned be-
fore the end.-

We sdw -the. whole Club confess their transgression of an
inyperial edict 'and then clamor, ‘sone two bundrsd or more
strou:g, at the gates of the Chief ‘Commissioner of Police to be
taken in and punished—a job' too much for ope day and one
map, in the mind of the surprised chief. The Peddlers’ Club as-
sawed the re-organization of the government and gave it up as
too Herculean. The President of the Trdependence Club' was
roundly denounc:d in‘a memorial as }eing tco radical. The
atiempt to restore the right to torture and destroy the family of
& man suspected of being a “traitcr and'to confiscate his prop-
erty was unsuccessful; the prayers of-the Fewalo Education
Society for racognition and imperial support. weré answered
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favorably and worman in  Eorea is to bave an cducation as wall
as man; the first car was drawn over the Seoul electric rcad
from the Mulberry palace to the rower-kouse just inside the
East Gate. Tie 1onth closes with an immense mass meeticg
al Chonu no petitioniog to be given » voice in the raanapement
of the government, and . the beginning of the trinl of a3 man
charged with wurder in the United States Consular Counst for
Kores. Verily, the capital does move.

Imperial Coronation Day.—The 21st was tbe first an-
niversary, according to the Korean calendar, of the assnmption
of the inperial title. The change was really made on the 12th
of Octcber according to the foreign count. Th:2 day was ab-
served as a bholiday. The usval audiences took place in the
palace together with a banquet to the diplomatic corps. The
scbools were closed and young Korea was enabled to spend the
day satisfactorily because of the liberal dopationsito the pupils
in the several schools by the Departinert of Education. This
was a graceful act on the part of the departipent and it afferded
at oppoztupily 10 give expressions to loyal and patriotic senti-
ments—themes as perennial to oriental as to the occidental
students, What would tbe Korean student do if be could not
give sage advice to tbe men who are baving their turus at
attempts to keep tbe wheels of this government moving. Per-
baps some day we shall bave a Minister of Education with the
for-sight and courage to change the tbought of young .Korea
into other than puarely political chaunele. .

The frst year of the empire is over. It has been a com-
parative’y p:aacelul cne.  AMay the e:uperor live to see many
more returns of the day.

"LITERARY DEPARTMENT.

*Every-day Lifedin Korea” A ccllection of studies and stories .By Rev
Daniel L. Gifiord Fleming H. Revell Co.. 12. pp. 231. Price, yen 2.50,
This is a delightful Jittle book written in Mtr. Gifford’s easy aod smooth

style. What he tells us in these pages s largely based on personal exper-:

ience or on personal verification. Mr. Gifford’s mind is of that cast that

- moves slowly but surely and only when buttressed by well established facts,

From the first sentence in the book to the last figure qn the last page every

statement made hay be received with confidence.: This does not excludgq
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the possibility of misstatement or wrong deduction from a given’ -
It means rather that the author has taken every ution to state the mat-
ter and to have‘:‘h'e statement l:'n ac.ﬂ_“dnoe ;?th facts. Those of
us who had ihe pleasure of welcoming Mr. Gi to Korea ten
have equal pleasure in welcoming this child of his brain. Some o] mw;iei:
at home went junketing and by 2#va voce sought to enlighten the people on
Korea and life in Korea. Mr. Gifford took anotber course and for half.a
year or more as his health and strength would allow devoted his whole time
to the preparation of this book which now goes forth on its mission of en-
lightenmert. We believe in this book because we believe in the author.
Again there is a certain feeling of pride in authors growing up by your side. -
This is the second book on Korea written vy a roissionary. The first was
written by the pioneer Protestant missionary to Korea and is a delightful and
interesting little book on the folk-lore stories of this cointry. “Korea from
the Capital,” an instructive but somewhat labored volume was written by one
who tho in the service of the Korean Government wasin thoro sympathy
with the work of missionaries.

Some of the chapters in “Every Day Life in Korea” appeared first in the
ﬁ:oﬂhis magazine and we are glad to see them again in this permanent

The publisher did' his work well. The cover is brigh*, nct gaudy, at-
tractive and thoroughly characteristic of the country. The water carrier, we
are happy to sce, has the old style of buckets, the kind used before the
introduction of the ubiquitous Standard oil tin. The farm-house, the side
view of a hall in the Eastern palace, and an enlasged view of the pagoda in
the center of the city make beautiful as well as characteristic pictvres of
Korea. Of course the crooked and gnarled Pinus Sinensis gives the fin-
ishing touches. ‘Turning now inside the book, the map at the front does not
do justice to the rest ofthe book. Itis 100 small and has all the ap-

nce of an afterthought, tho as far as we can see it is correct enough.

e illustrations are good reproductions of photographs that are repsesenta-
tive of the country and have been on sale here for years.

It would take too much space to review the book er by chapter.
We read the first chapter on *“Where is Korea?" with so ing of a critical
mind and frankly confess we found little or nothing with which to find fault.
We stumbled at the statement that the Yalu river is the “most important
stream” as we should give the Ta-tong in the north, or the Nak-tong in the
south, preference over the Yalu, not to refer to the importance of the stream
that flows by the capital. There is a touch of humor now and then as may be
seen in the remark that at the close of the rainy season “‘quinine becomes a
table relish to ward off malaria.”

Every chapter in this book is replete with useful information for the
gzneral reader and for the missionary. The book is reliable. It is un-

nominational, non-partisan, impartial. We recommend it heartily.



