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His blindness is less an affliction than a proof that God has marked him
out like the great men of old, Timoleon the virtuous King of Sicily,
Appius Claudius the Roman Censor, for some remarkable work.
(Tillyard 164)
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3) . . . nor somtimes forget
Those other two equall’d with me in Fate,
So were I equal’d with them in renown,
Blind Thamyris and blind Mzonides,
And Tiresias and Phineus Prophets old.
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That majesty which through thy work doth reign
Draws the devout, deterring the profane.

And things divine thou treat’st of in such state
As them preserves, and thee, inviolate.

At once delight and horror on us seize,

Thou sing’st with so much gravity and ease;
Where couldst thou words of such a compass find?
Whence furnish such a vast expanse of mind?
Just heaven thee, like Tiresias, to requite,
Rewards with prophecy the loss of sight.

(“On Mr. Milton’s Paradise Lost” 31-36; 41-44)4
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There is a certain road which leads through weakness, as the apostle
teaches, to the greatest strength. May I be entirely helpless, provided that
in my weakness there may arise all the more powerfully this immortal
and more perfect strength; provided that in my shadows the light of the
divine countenance may shine forth all the more clearly. For then I shall
be at once the weakest and the strongest, at the same time blind and
most keen in vision. By this infirmity may I be perfected, by this
completed. So in this darkness, may I be clothed in light. To be sure, we
blind men are not the least of God's concerns, for the less able we are
to perceive anything other than himself, the more mercifully and
graciously does he deign to look upon us. Woe to him who mocks us,

woe to him who injures us. (4:589-590)
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But he though blind of sight,

Despis’d and thought extinguish’t quite,
With inward eyes illuminated

Him fiery virtue rous’d

From under ashes into sudden flame,

From out her[phoenix’s] ashy womb now teem’d,
Revives, reflourishes, then vigorous most
When most unactive deemed. . . . (1. 1688-1692; 1703-1705)
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When, finally, it is perfectly certain from the divine testimony of Christ
our Savior that the man who was healed by Him had been blind from
the very womb, through no sin of his own or of his parents. (Defenso
Secunda 4:587)
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So much rather thou Celestial Light

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mist from thence
Purge and dispurse, that I may see and tell

Of things invisible to mortal sight. (PL 3:51-55)
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Milton and the Blind Man in John 9

Abstract Byung-Eun Lee

This study begins with a suggestion that Milton identifies himself with the
blind man in John 9. It is an attempt to prove that Milton imagines himself
to be similar to this man in the following respects: that he was especially
chosen by God to become blind and therefore to serve some remarkable
purpose; that he was stronger, rather than weaker, for his affliction since it
enabled him to see with deeper insight the true light of God; and that his
blindness was not the result of sin. Milton leans heavily on these points of
comparison to defend himself against his political and literary enemies who
challenged that his was deprived of his eyesight as punishment for writing
sinful, hostile, and reactionary pamphlets. However, I hope to show further that
this identification with the blind man in John 9 was not just a defense weapon
with which Milton defied his accusers, but that Milton adopted it also as a
sedative for his own conceit--to satisfy and console his ego with the idea that

blindness could be good, purposeful, or even divinely ordained.

Key Words
Milton, the blind man in the Gospel of John, Paradise Lost, Defencio pro
populo Anglicano, the inner light
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