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And I commaunde the, on Goddis behalff, that thou forsake my
company. And to thy kyngedom loke thou trune agayne, and kepe well
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thy realme, frome warre and wrake, for as well as I have loved the
hertofore, myne harte woll nat serve now to se the; for thorow the and
me ys the floure of kyngis and knytes destroyed. And theretofore go
thou to thy realme, and there take ye a wyff, and lyff with hir wyth joy
and blyts. And I pry the hartely to pray for me to the Everlastynge
Lorde that I may amende my mysselyvyng. (bk 21; 25-34)1
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In the begynnyng of Arthure, arftir he was chosyn kynge by
adventure and by grace, for the moste party of the barowns knew nat
he was Uther Pendragon son but as Merlyon made hit opynly knowyn,
but yet many kyngis and lordis hylde hym grete were for that cause.
But well Arthur overcom hem all. . . .

“My barownes woll let me have no reste but nedis I muste take a
wyff, and I wolde none take but by thy counceile and advice.”

“Hit ys well done,” seyde Merlyon, “that ye take a wyff, for a man
of your bounté and nobles scholde not be withoute a wyff. Now is
there only,” seyde Marlyon, “that ye love more than another?

“Ye,” seyde kyng Arthure, “I love Gwenyvere, the kynges doughtir
of Ledegrean, of the londe of Camelerde, the whyche holdyth in his
house the Table Rounde that ye tolde me he had hit of my fadir Uther.
And this damesell is the moste valyaunte and fayryst that I know
lyvyng, or yet that ever I coude fyndé.” (bk 3; 13-19)
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“What aylith you,” seyde the kynge, “that ye can nat kepe sir Launcelot
uppon youre syde? For wyte you well,” seyde the kynge, “who that
hath sir Launcelot uppon his party hath the moste man of worship in
thys world uppon his syde.” (bk 18; 35-38)
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ABSTRACT

Woman and Kingdom: Guenevere and Morgan le Fay in the
Morte d’Arthur

Yejung Choi

This study aims to analyze political implications of the portrayal of
Guenevere and Morgan le Fay in Malory’s Morte d’Arthur. Both women are
represented as a queen and thus have a role to play in the establishment of a
kingdom and a king’'s sovereignty. However, most critics, as well as the
characters in the work, seem not to be conscious of their role and power. This
essay argues that Guenevere and Lancelot’s love is acceptable only as part of
court politics, which expects the queen to contain otherwise menacing knights
in the court. And the dissolution of the Arthurian kingdom is attributed to their
adulterous relationship since the queen’s political and symbolic power have to
be neutralized. In concealing the political dimension of queenship, the work
reveals hidden patriarchal desire of Arthurian society, which places Guenevere
in the familiar binary opposition of Mary and Eve. The same patriarchal desire
is also found in the representation of Morgan le Fay. She embodies seemingly
incompatible natures of the feminine. In the earlier part of the work she is a
dangerous traitress although she is the nearest kin to Arthur and the wife of
a faithful ally: she is diabolical, sexually voracious, and politically aggressive.
When Arthur meets his death, however, she plays a role of caring, loving
mother. This essay argues that such paradox originates from the assumption

that a woman may become a queen, but not a king.
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