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. he was made a Gentleman of The Privy Chamber, and Sewer in Ordinary to
the King, with whom he stood very high in favour, insomuch that to the last he
esteemed him as one of the most deserving Wits about his Court, —And, so
favourable an opinion did he entertain of his abilities in that respect . . . ”(129).
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4
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219509 G. R. 3HIE(G. R. Hibbard)% &L AF 57 AlE O FUtsle B
6] A ER o]FolXl FUA Fuo] ATE dwE R Hx= Gk 4“4«]
TR =S| ~Eo|A,9 TEHE 22 7:101]71 (“To Sir Robert Wroth”), =M E 3| 2] (Robert
Herrick)e] rFo]2 WME HolAl uFx&= 27, (“Panegerick to Sir Lewis
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(Alexander Pope)dl| o] 271744 779 9] Al5& Rot A A3 (The Country House
Poem: A Cabinet of Seventeenth-Century Estate Poems and Related Items) S Z23Flth
(1994).
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Though frost, and snow, locked from mine eyes
That beauty which without door lies—

Thy gardens, orchards, walks—that so

I might not all thy pleasures know;

Yet, Saxham, thou within thy gate

Art of thyself so delicate,

So full of native sweets that bless

Thy roof with inward happiness,

As neither from, nor to thy store

Winter takes aught, or spring adds more. (1-10)6
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Course cates unto thy neighbour’s board. (11-16)

The cold and frozen air had sterved
Much poor, if not by thee preserved;
Whose prayers have made thy table blest
With plenty, far above the rest.

The season hardly did afford
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With far more genuine sweets refresh the sense. (9, 13-18)

Here steeped in balmy dew, the pregnant Earth

Whose perfumes through the ambient air diffuse

Such native aromatics, as we use

No foreign gums, nor essence fetched from far,

No volatile spirits, nor compounds that are

Adulterate, but at Nature's cheap expense
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Such pure and uncompounded beauties bless
This mansion with an useful comeliness,
Devoid of art; for here the architect

Did not with curious skill a pile erect

Of carved marble, touch, or porphyry,

But built a house for hospitality:

No sumptuous chimney-piece of shining stone
Invites the stranger’s eye to gaze upon,

No Doric, nor Corinthian pillars grace

With imagery this structure’s naked face:

The lord and lady of this place delight
Rather to be in act, than seem in sight. (19-26, 29-32)
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This island Mansion, which, i'th’centre placed,
Is with a double crystal heaven embraced,

In which our watery constellations float,

QOur Fishes, Swans, our Waterman, and Boat,
Envied by those above, which wish to slake

Their star-burnt limbs in our refreshing lake,
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But they stick fast nailed to the barren sphere,
Whilst our increase in fertile waters here
Disport, and wander freely where they please

Within the circuit of our narrow seas. (79-88)
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Thus I enjoy myself, and taste the fruit
Of this blest peace, whilst toiled in the pursuit
Of bucks, and stags, the emblem of war, you strive

To keep the memory of our arms alive. (107-110)
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ABSTRACT

Thomas Carew’s Country House Poems as Moral Topographies
of Self-Formation

Jin-Ah Lee

Thomas Carew’s “To Saxham” and “To my friend G. N. from Wrest” belong
to the country house poetry genre, whose seminal work is Ben Jonson’s “To
Penshurst.” As building or house can be a symbol or an analogy of forming a
self, Carew’s literary localizations of Saxham and Wrest can be viewed as moral
topographies of self-formation. In his country house poems, Carew repeatedly
demarcates spaces in terms of the opposition of inside vs. outside, which plays
an important role in the modern understanding of the self. The inwardness or
interiority, privacy, and the distanced attitude are distinct features of these
poems of public genre. They have been sometimes pointed out as Carew’s
defects, but they could be manifestations related to the increasing interests in
the inner self and privacy in seventeenth-century England. His continuous
drawings of inner/outer boundaries may reflects his desires to build a firm self
or identity and to give solid verities to himself and his royalist England. He is
somewhat successful in “To Saxham.” However, the solidity of the distanced,
self-sufficing inner world of Wrest is precariously disturbed by its transient
beauties and pleasures of sense and sensuality and the looming threats of the
Civil War.

Key Words | Thomas Carew, Ben Jonson, “To Saxham,” “To my friend G. N.

from Wrest,” inwardness, self-formation, localization, demarcation, moral

topography
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