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Will no other vice content you?

Will it not serve your turn to do, as did your mothers?

Or have you all old vices spent, and now would find out others?
Or doth a feare, that men are true, torment you?

Oh we are not, be not you so,

Let mee, and doe you, twenty know.

Rob mee, but binde me not, and let me goe.

Must I, who came to travaile thorow you,

Grow your fixt subject, because you are true? (10-18)2
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That loving wretch that sweares,

"Tis not the bodies marry, but the mindes,

Which he in her Angelique findes,

Would sweare as justly, that he heares,

In that days rude hoarse minstralsey, the spheares.

Hope not for minde in women; at their best
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And now good morrow to our waking soules
Which watch not one another out of feare;
For love, all love of other sights controules

And makes one little roome, an every where. (8-11)
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What ever dyes, was not mixt equally;
If our two loves be one, or, thou and I

Love so alike, that none doe slacken, none can die. (19-21)
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Call us what you will, wee are made such by love;
Call her one, mee another flye,

We'are Tapers too, and at our owne cost die,

And wee in us finde the’Eagle and the Dove,

The Phoenix ridle hath more wit

By us. (19-24)
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So, to one neutral thing both sexes fit.

We die and rise the same, and prove

Mysterious by this love. (24-27)
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Did us, to us, at first convay,

Yeelded their forces, sense, to us,

Nor are drosse to us, but allay. (53-56)
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But that it first imprints the ayre,

Soe soule into the soule may flow,
Though it to body first repaire. (57-60)
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ABSTRACT

John Donne’s Gender-Equal Love

Sangyeop Lee

Donne, breaking from the Petrarchan view of woman and of love, tries to
achieve harmony not only between man and woman but also between body and
soul. He thinks that it is very unrealistic to see the female image as a chaste
and heavenly woman who is supported and reinforced by society and its
literary conventions. Such a female image usually robs woman of her true,
human beauty and of her true virtue. As far as man is concerned, it also
confines him to a role of submissive and hopeless suitor. Donne believes that
the distorted image of woman and her relationship with man hinders true love
or communion between them. Therefore, he tries to understand both sexes on
the same condition, namely, gender equality based on the meaning of true
human being. For example, Donne in his poetry introduces an unfaithful
woman who betrays and doesn’t feel guilty. He refers to such a woman as is
not true to love as a sign of the futility of moral and spiritual values that don’t
have true understanding of human nature. And he also subverts the false
conception that soul is superior to body in order to take a new and true picture

of human being.

Key Words | Donne, Petrarchan love, misogyny, gender equality, flesh, soul,

harmony
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