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wherin thei may have gret solas and comfort to hem and undyrstondyn

Here begynnyth a schort tretys and a comfortabyl for synful wrecchys,
the hy and unspecabyl mercy of ower sovereyn Savyowr Cryst Jhesu,
whos name be worschepd and magnyfyed wythowten ende, that now
in ower days to us unworthy deyneth to exercysen hys nobeley and hys
goodnesse. Alle the werkys of ower Saviowr ben for ower exampyl and
instruccyon, and what grace that he werkyth in any creatur is ower
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A visionary formulated within the discourse of discretio sprituum should
not be seen, neither should her voice be heard, except speaking God's
words. However, to be scorned means that Margery must be both seen
and heard. She cannot vanish; it is the sight and sound of her which
elicits abuse. (Voaden 119)

2 o] 3ol Felote] ANH O ool FEL AP HolY] o] FIHOR 1
7 AlS) 1% ovia gk Ao olalat 5 ek SR SAIA AW FgH
Aste] vy Al Fel ol Al Aol Fetu At Felohe EFF o4 AnTe] Ao
EEEEEECOECE LR



43

A

| 2le] Boae)e} Apale] 57

a3l

% o) 4919 7)ehel ol

=
<

o))
mfl‘_

e,

5|

Mol Aoz 7=E3) g @

el

a7

=
=

19] H2e]7} 57

i=
L

o
=

g, A

L
.

1Al &g A7 Heisk

F

o

2 A E

)

s

U=e” (spak also with) 31|t}

3} “olopr] &

=
=

o] ol]e} 1
YRS e NEAA A1E FasA e @A Al o)

)= e) (e}
=S e A

]

H A

1

1=}
T

%

al7)

~
jok-
o

t7F2 = 9] "l <l(Hildegard of

gx]olc. @

A

o=
T

AL F ATl

Bingen)o| 1} 3] 72] =] 2~¥l (Christine de Pisan)¥}

3}

59

e @ dAPE

A7}

FHE ez 9

3

s

s}

N

Foll A 71

e}

bol o “=elu] war dwsiof vig

S

o]
2] X

CES

Sl Fwd Age] Aol By BAtel 1918 Welstor

o~
N

3

& iAol o

s gy WAtst el
o 137 w7

A7tel 5ol distel 74 ol

7+

3L

X1 L.
=

3

45

5 714 Eal v 4

A

el |

5|

Bie BA 9] AE A of

Areo]l A9 iVl WYYt (for ther was so
mech obloquie and slawndyr of this creatur that ther wold fewe men

st

A e wag

o 1087} = Ao

AR

beleve this creatur; 6)2}

pi
L

el

=
o

A

!
ﬂ

o

N

—_—

o
of
ik

3

Az o] BBz oo tel ofAof 28 U] et 23] (Karma Lochrie) -

1



44 o] 3

W 5 qlelth 25| Fao] ool FHhA lgFe] wgolela nyhure
So] Fohdl A oj4e] ek F27): ol dE] fEe) 1
HQel: AL FEAe] AX/EnA 578 F38 e Hol

S E R ek N R P B

NS
T

¢

=)

T
¥
M

g
>

o
i
e
o
Doy
o [¥
o
2 o o R
=5 o
off Y W -~ o m W
Qo rfr SR A

Ha
Bl oo fff

o)
Ho
%0
rlr
2
N
fru
Al
iy}
T
K
=
fru
Mo
ol
rlot
o 4
i)
&
>
o

X
AU
ofN
12

) B
32

of gbA 2palx} Afale] BIAES W EEkaL Ao AFES 43)3)

o] 2 ol EAFHA] Fth

ZA | kA AL, A, olEdel B3, 44, Sol

d&Ed

AEol(e). fehAe AL A, e, 2010.

Atkinson, Clarissa W. Mystic and Pilgrim: The Book and the World of Margery
Kempe. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1983.

Beckwith, Sarah. “A Very Material Mysticism: The Medieval Mysticism of
Margery Kempe.” Medieval Literature: Criticism, Ideology and History. Ed.
David Aers. Brighton: Harvester, 1986. 34-57.

Catherine, Phyllis Hodgson, and Gabriel Michael Liegey, eds. The Orcherd of
Syon. London: Oxford UP, 1966.

Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Riverside Chaucer. Ed. Larry D. Benson. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1987.

Copeland, Rita. Rhetoric, Hermeneutics, and Translation in the Middle Ages.



A A ALe B A 45

Sl

Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1995.

Davenport, Tony. Medieval Narrative: An Introduction. Oxford: Oxford UP. 2004.

Dillon, Janette. “Margery Kempe’s Sharp Confessor/s.” Leeds Studies in English
27 (1996): 131-38.

Evans, Ruth. “The Book of Margery Kempe.” A Companion to Medieval English
Literature and Culture, C.1350-C.1500. Ed. Peter Brown. Malden, MA:
Blackwell, 2007. 507-21.

Harding, Wendy. “Body into Text: The Book of Margery Kempe.” Feminist
Approaches to the Body in Medieval Literature. Ed. Linda Lomperis and Sarah
Stanbury. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P, 1993. 168-87.

Harvey, Margaret. “The Diffusion of the Doctrinale of Thomas Netter in the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries.” Intellectual Life in the Middle Ages: Essays
Presented to Margaret Gibson. Ed. Lesley Janettef Smith. London: Continuum,
1992. 281-94.

Holbrook, Sue Ellen. “About her: Margery Kempe’s Book of Feeling and
Working.” The Idea of Medieval Literature: New Essays on Chaucer and Medieval
Culture in Honor of Donald R. Howard. Ed. James M. Dean and Christian K.
Zacher. Newark: U of Delaware P, 1992. 265-84.

Gallyon, Margaret. Margery Kempe of Lynn and Medieval England. Norwich:
Canterbury, 1995.

Gower, John. The English Works of John Gower. Ed. G. C. Macaulay. London:
Paul, 1900.

Lochrie, Karma. Margery Kempe and Translations of the Flesh. Philadelphia: U of
Pennsylvania P, 1991.

Kempe, Margery. The Book of Margery Kempe. Ed. Sanford B. Meech and Hope
Emily Allen. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1982.

Kempe, Margery. The Book of Margery Kempe. Trans. Barry Windeatt. New York:
Penguin, 1994.

Kerby-Fulton, Kathryn. Books Under Suspicion: Censorship and Tolerance of
Revelatory Writing in Late Medieval England. Notre Dame: U of Notre Dame
P, 2006.

Mahoney, Dhira B. “Gower’s Two Prologues to Confessio Amantis.” Re-Visioning
Gower. Ed. R. F. Yeager. Asheville: Pegasus, 1998. 17-37.

. “Margery Kempe’s Tears and the Power over Language.” Margery
Kempe: A Book of Essays. Ed. Sandra J. McEntire. New York: Garland, 1992.



46 o] 3

37-50.

Staley, Lynn. Margery Kempe’'s Dissenting Fictions. University Park, PA:
Pennsylvania State UP, 1994.

Sturges, Robert S. “Medieval Authorship and the Polyphonic Text.” Bakhtin and
Medieval Voices. Ed. Thomas J. Farrell. Gainesville: UP of Florida, 1995.
127-37.

Taylor, William and William Thorpe. Two Wiycliffite Texts: The Sermon of William
Taylor 1406, the Testimony of William Thorpe 1407. Ed. Anne Hudson. Oxford:
Oxford UP, 1993.

Thompson, Anne B. ed. The Northern Homily Cycle. Kalamazoo, MI: Medieval
Institute, 2008.

Voaden, Rosalynn. God’s Words, Women's Voices: The Discernment of Spirits in the
Writing of Late-Medieval Women Visionaries. York: York Medieval P, 1999.

Watson, Nicholas. “Censorship and Cultural Change in Late-Medieval England:
Vernacular Theology, the Oxford Translation Debate, and Arundel’s
Constitutions of 1409.” Speculum 70 (1995): 822-64.

. “The Composition of Julian of Norwich’s Revelation of Love.”
Speculum 68 (1993): 637-83.

. “The Making of The Book of Margery Kempe.” Voices in Dialogue:
Reading Women in the Middle Ages. Ed. Linda Olson and Kathryn
Kerby-Fulton. Notre Dame: U of Notre Dame P, 2005. 395-434.

Watson, Nicholas, and Jacqueline Jenkins, eds. The Writings of Julian of Norwich:
A Vision Showed to a Devout Woman and a Revelation of Love. Pennsylvania:
Pennsylvania State UP, 2006.

Wogan-Browne, Jocelyn, Nicholas Watson, Andrew Taylor, and Ruth Evans,
eds. The Idea of the Vernacular: An Anthology of Middle English Literary Theory,
1280-1520. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State UP, 1999.

Yoshikawa, Naoé Kukita. “The Making of The Book of Margery Kempe: the Issue
of Discretio Spirituum Reconsidered.” English Studies 92.2 (2011): 119-37.

Zumthor, Paul. Essai de Poétique Médiévale. Paris: Seuil, 1972.



R e A A0 Be AR 47
ABSTRACT

Two Proems of The Book of Margery Kempe:
Arundel’s Constitutions and the Birth of the Long Proem

Heegoo Lee

Margery Kempe replaced a reference to the only identifiable person for an
indefinite plural pronoun while expanding the short proem [prologue] into the
longer one. Tellingly suspicious is her claim that the long proem would expand
the short one more “openly” because she virtually disembodied the white friar.
Alan of Lynn indubitably referred to in the short proem was the only
unwavering spiritual guardian of Kempe. His dialogue with her about Scripture
often provoked people around her, including Thomas Netter, who took a salient
part in the prosecution of Lollards. Alan’s absence, which otherwise might have
aroused Lollard-sensitive suspicions, can be explicated only by Kempe’s fear of
the censorship bearing down not only her life but also her narrative. Kempe
appears to erase the friar to defend her book against the conventional charges
of heresy prescribed by Arundel’s Constitutions, the representative censorship
measure against Lollards. The case of Alan applies to the remainder of the
entire long proem in which Kempe varies the contents of the short proem
without significant changes, or emphasizes the authority of church with new
additions such as discernment of spirit. From comparison of the two proems we
can know how well Kempe was versed in the medieval prologue tradition,
where multiple prologues were not exceptions, and how tactically she managed
to utilize the prologues to protect herself and her narrative against the religious

censorship, as Chaucer and Gower did against their political status quo.

Key Words | Margery Kempe, proem, Arundel’s Constitutions, censorship,

vernacular
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