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Our scene is London, 'cause we would make known,
No country's mirth is better than our own:
No clime breeds better matter for your whore,

Bawd, squire, imposter, many persons more,
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Whose manners, now call'd humours, feed the stage; (5-9)

o] FAAM AU FEHAE AL Fo] vjAoTA HHe] 2t F QA
gk g12olth AR 2uld A w =

a2 ols)] kst AlEe] IS FFo 7 TojEel
212~ W Y] X (James Burbage)oll 23l x<] 7§

| AEE o] % 1741717} AJ=kE wj7bA] ARRbA 7] 7
T T ddo] dofjub= FAE AASHA &
aL b= Al G e Adgle] olgeloh 23Rl T FHe] vE =
7He WO A= A9 Bokth B 9G5S wiE o R drhal Sl A A |
oAl = AW A A} &o] AV|E TEAY B& A2 T A ZARTE 9

o] EAlet= ol HellA oJulE zh= FAS F FulE Aokl =] o]
HolA i Aot TR AF AfKold F F A}, T ANE 8 Bl wA
oA AALHA deA = o] AREEAT AES S8 W defId A
s A AEe] S wE gr)ske dlol duE FoE 7|20l &skth
22T o FRAVIES X ek Alejado] o] A9-nt et 1o %+

KN

N
ﬁ

_E,_m o] o
il

o

Fol %2 APor 919 o] dukthe First Folio, 1623)& B A 244 9
AEE T AE g w92 o] EAsy] AR Ao dojX|E vt e
2 AFH= B "Roll= AR (Measure for Measure, 1603-4)¢} "E}F5(The

Tempest, 1610-11) 7 H¥ o] th(Marcus 161). "B} F 2 “Apgho] 2] o= A~
(an uninhabited island)S W74 2.2 $oba % 7]F o] Ak TEF o o] A
WA o= 7ol 3ol BAA L o] 5 FFFsh= Aol FlEehs vl
g ZAAstH A 2T o] o)d3t HYAQ F"W = (John Heminges)e} 712
(Henry Condell)o] =] wj7d o=z AAe] Fas AAIRE AL Aol= A= ,7t
Frdstet stk ol A | 164710 Ak A =2 <o) HojA]

of ¥ & 74 edgkal wjAo] o2 2A A o= 5 A
o

)
)
flo
JH >
il

2

DERIEREE
7

O L 1= =]
= 5% =&

fll



ol
Eis

255

s el ZA o o

S

s X
H

3} el AAE

2|

o
H

o
E8 16417] 23 17417] %, 54 EA

L
g
=
R

7}
Evase A%

—_L
=

A7)

.

2o] 1ol Heje

=

[}
A=

h

o

L

Fu

2:H]

w2 ¥ (John Marston)
ol A Bloju} AAIA <l
d EA] 8502

F ol 3 el

BH
Skl

o)
A
]
M

o

1

3|
)

[

Ll

R AR

[e]

=

T 8

1

=

sl Ao AR e] W3l

gromx I wste] el AA 3o

of 7

I A=
=

=

=
=

o] 4ol o] 2am g

=

CECERER I

A4

p
L

—_L
=

A},
i A

=

=

al

3

€} Al
=

nE

)

—_
o

)

iy
o

HE 24 853 Aol

pa—

nr
o))
K
)
BT

1.%
B

Oaos

uy!

1=

o

=

ALye] A Brel A

Ay
afs!

B!

Io:

ki3

oo

2lellA <l

i

9
pad

HEZ
5

—_L
=

L

Hoh= Aol A

pad

kel

o} FAJo) 7 TAJ A A At
7H] ZAA R 5

=

A7k A5 )
=

—_L
=

o] Aale] HgjolLt Aol <

s4 Aelsks o

FQ &7 s
|9t A} (Justice of Peace)

3]

=
0]"\:
- =
- A
A==
==

I
=

3

o

3

e
3510l o

1=
=
=

pi

=

=

5t

o]

AA A
o 17}

pu



ok
of
ot

o 53

A

pi
L

v gol a4 w3t

o) oo}tk

L

L

[e)

i=1

|

o] _/_I':o

=
=

) w2 o)

kel

ol

AHdta 1

A% A
S 914t

o]

Ly

w

47 %

L
R

256
3}7]

KoM oo ool ey " W oo R OM RN N o T T T
oo & N e ;T o HTRMW B oA F AR
s Er TN E T T E e TN gD oo
- B " ﬁﬂﬂfrﬂﬂoﬁkx_aawﬂ_%%ﬂﬂ%o_:
: < T ) "R o m o~ IR oo T o moe W
T TP I AN N R . e
OEL_]FEMMﬂL mﬂﬁoz ,HAU% = o <
e RR LN LR E T e Ty s
iz.%oﬂﬁ%%mﬂmﬁmruAooﬂo%@oﬁﬂmuﬂm B
A I - oﬁegﬁﬂg mE Ry
L - S oo P OO gy o o
2 kdiBesTgygeaisTeiany
%Lliwée&ﬂi%i%uﬁcwvi o & o o
ﬁ%%_{mhﬁwnogﬁ7@Lfﬁmfwﬂ%%mﬁﬂmﬁﬁz
AR R - B R - T Sl G -
NT oSBT S g TR £ M
o 9 . B mo o X R _— of =
o = g .maexqwmﬂ%_/m:aﬁgmwﬂﬂwmh/m\
o o= N — ~— x| — o X
TEER P o e X g T T o M TR G
op 3R g B ﬁﬂﬂ.gaAéﬁW mﬂjlq_.im M ™ X
ME TR OB skl rgTH g
JIMWHMU%miﬁﬂwﬂoﬂﬁﬁ,ﬂwﬂmﬂﬂﬁné%oﬁr17r1_;dm
o oy X OKET R NW g Ty n T e bw e B
BEYIEREESEE T ES SRS LR B
2 W ® oS Mo Up ogb o= Moo @ BT o] o IS
J‘xﬁi]__o 0 8 oy < N o) =~ - :
M TN B g TR g X d e XWE
~ 5 ® 9 m M cﬁxﬂﬂz]_.om,ﬂ%,% A - ST
cg RO IR U TR R e g w T
AFa Py T AT pdg sy Mo
CE Nt PR YR WMRTET e 2o E o dE W
A#]ﬂLﬂﬁc.Maﬁﬂrﬂﬂ_.uTﬂﬂloﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂoﬁmﬁﬂbtaﬁwbtq
%B%ﬂﬂﬂr%&@iW%Awﬂiﬂwﬁ_durmmrﬂoﬁf
P S o el B~ SO R T B T o S
= T MR MR TR oM m oA xS R =

258 2

L

o] g £o]7]

=
=

=

3 A= 2

2e] ol Eed o]

Fol Aol salel 9

}

3
pul

i

<73l ofo]

I

o



257

3} ool AAE

2|

o
H

_(134

g

L

2o] 1ol Heje

h

o

el

A T I I - WS iy
o o R W E M % 4w o E®
Ao Wy P Y g
pE ”w oy T WRHT N W
cTﬂﬁEoﬁﬂoqﬂmomﬁAo Otﬂ
o R I DS~ Iy
Mu%é%ﬂww\mﬂﬂm ~ &
= o) Npo o ofp o ﬂu " jo <y
Joop A o= N I o W e
L — A~
S E B S T o 0 T
REagLexbd EX
Moo T Ll e
JORK W o cwo M%ﬂ X _mTo%
g g W Eg T W
TELrsE L g PR
? e T wmw g L Ty
. N ~ 2
P = T<E®m T mﬂ -
I D ) o
= ™o P T 2R <B
L T R S
oo g B ﬁﬁ Sy ST WmT
glw §Y FEFIR A
Nroﬂelm _.dﬂﬂbtﬁo.mguw
A ww TRy E ST 7T
pEE e Dy e L 2
g T L g T g
= Py o g xR
o Elm%uﬂwa o T e
k) o =
ﬂrﬂ@uufm;kﬂmoiﬁz%ﬂﬂ
o o T = L = o W W o
],9| ._o]_iﬁ\l,‘uvlﬂ]
TR T OB D ° °
Wo 9 W B B W TN 3

2 0]
1

(Jean Howard)ol| m}

o] wglel AA A
} o] B} (Theatre 2-3;

1A dve] A

o

1=

=

e

ofe 2 F9

AEDEE A9 sel g

3149

EA 9] =7y (Theatre of a City:
[¢)

1

o5 KN
H=
R,

1
;._'(
1=

)

i F=s] B

]_

(e}
2}
e

=

2 T

[e)

=

]_
o
g2 94171

[¢}
1418 A

9

o

3] 4

o] =l ojA]sljok

=
=

1

371 91

QEEERRE
4

Al B =l T

3

<

i
=

Lg]i

=

o1& F7E Fris
ke
5

HA ==

2000 ©]

REERE

873
The Places of London Comedy, 1598-1642)

A& of ezl wikA]
“City Comedy” 1; “Women” 152). =<
=o] FAH SR oo #

KeX
pu.
=



258 Zx 94 v

A=A ol sl ZARE AEatA BARSEL vk o] 24 $-E]= A
Al =4 8Fe] Akl PR 2L Aple) 1 B w4 5)Te] walabe
o]

|

flo

S} 37 o] WAE Ful, A G4

— 1

7 T
1000} Me] =A] 8% BB S wastn YT TATHI60). o DAl W

(3

¢

EA] Bl5E FollAE o] ZolA= di# 9t $122E](John Webster)©] 160411 2}
P20 2 j(Westward Ho)E SHOE LA g50o] G o] BES Foldl=
WA o] Wstel gigetar el WAl ARt gk TA%e R,
7F Foell 47 1718 EAhE A2 o] Aol AdE F, AES A vt
22 A& Fth(the Children of Paul's)? 7 A#A] Jd 1] 3] o] =

¢
o,

rw
o)
o

ththe Children of Queen's Revels)S 2|3l }2~®, A=

Chapman)©] &% 2 = (Eastward Ho, 1605)% A= AR A =it
(Forker 5). &2 0. ;0] A Lol A 27Fa2 A5 2hEo] T4%o w7 W}
o st e AAAAA Y= Aol O}L]E‘ri 93 0 2 M (Nor out of our
contention to do better / Than that which is opposed to ours in title; “The
Prologue” 4-5) "M% 0. % 7} 2AH 58] A5 LS SEAIZSS 1313 o=
A Ao} FeEo 2 ;= L oA dAL} I2Ho 1550 =2 (Northward
Ho 1605)& ool &8 %% A=31 o]¢} 22 oy} S27ME 1] AAL

(George

3« s

Al 7he] WraFso] S E = WA EC] HUTh o] Al A2 dH o] 1606'd Hlo]
(John Day)2] ' 7to]52] A (The Isle of Gulls)oll A dhute] A== A7
|, o]2A o]5o] FuolMtY A= AEER WoledHles £ ﬂﬂl s

ool F Fulo) ulEA B4 A Bl Be e TExow

EEoR Jh s FAIS) Ao AE A9 EY] Z191% P Avtel

Zolt,

AR o] ol o] A Fow,® A0 ©A] 8T s =o)shu
o]

e e TBOR s YEAR PP ke FY) Ade] @ uug % HelE
e} of)e} o S181A o] A7le] A Fa 4] 3FE FoA WRE Ak
& Foluy] PE A AN ohES A WAST gk 4 uolt

3 & 4%

A=
o A HFEE GO AN AEY FFEL FUOR 4%
A b

fololl A AlRle] ehl &2 Avyt FUE3t 3 1 2es Fo6kal 55

H 52
M



2] FEo] b e ARH 4 AAY 259

e S A4, AU RS 2Ea) Pl U9 ohie
A 7k Qlek. ol EE BRORE MAOR WESE AF AFH ANES 4A
o olgatel #EI UYelAH OE g ozE NG| 4 Y S}
A G 25 FolshA o= FMunt o 2 uFS s
T i) ARe olnE itk o] 2& AEOR 0 Y 9% B3l of 2
Fol At olshal AL} AelE & Qe AEE Fujslo] b AHle] WahE o)
of 29 A= YA Yok FAIHE A Fstel Edsa 9o, 1
2 A% ol WEo] ARe] ol AAF O FHHE o vl gl
o

Q1 EA A6l M ki wA Aol =yl dd et
s

%o 2,7k s 160495 A3 =2 o 7] ARl aRlE
BAA, QIg8hA o] 2gkow T o= AlZ|HY O AHE #skE i U
ChBruster 12). &3} 1001 2 15004 7

T& AAsta o] dxlojgtaes Wik SR A A3k 23 Abg el
ZEA] 55k A ] Wl wEY AU AR 5§ & =
A F-elle] &gk 7}, A AAIS] Aol AR Al ws} Tl 7
Qate], =2 A ffell 7INs T ALE|elA AAp Fe) 24 =
2 olgstiA fHe T Algo® AJgert ~E2(Lawrence Stone)< 1580

=
g‘L
in)
=
2
]

O
off
2
(o,
oy
N
N
9
=

ool 16208 Abole] A7)7 FAle] dat 2Ale) @RE FEehe 4w
waedo] Htka WaThis). old FAT Wale] & 7herle] YU ©A7}

k2 ddlolth, ZrpAujAld o] Hxo 2 Al9F Hd A9 (London Walls)
Aol &4 = 713 ot B 1k A A7)0 fd(the City)S < A7l
sb el A 98-S Aok 15000 TRk s ek A9 A ons
olds] dd AH It g=Ae] ofef &

Aol ghatstAl 2be] 2 54 23S 7]

100 Fhel AdE A3 T2 T/ TAIR BRI 150007 55t E37}3)



Ey
=

A7 Y o)d

o wEYL URE 7k A AUE 3

A tHDowd 225). J=9] FE=

5o DA AU A7 2H 9] A

3L
=

sh Ak Fglel Al
Al

o

o~
T

o7 &

16001 ¢] =
A7} 5] 2 th(Finlay and Shearer 38-40). 571 4| <]

p
.

=

-
3l
l

Q1
9

Al

| Hd
s

260
d
i3
4

R EEREER)

2

e}

BOIERS W ok} $A10)

o FHARA Tt S

o

g

)

—
o

e}

BES
pariy
o

el
e

4]

—_—
To

174171l A2
e Fels

)
9]

il

164171

o

L.

A

He

1ol

T
=

+¢ Ass

3|

S
5

A

x

~

3} ¥

=
=

o) the w4

5o
A 5ol
531 4
A7

A
= nlx

L

=

o7l Age 4] Bl

*

1] (journeymen)

Arg

o $loiA ot

L

o]

[}

=

e 1 grel THAZIA
MECCES

[e)

o] t}(Beier and Finlay 5).
o] gre] 919

=2 x4
=
=

]

R

ato] iR 7]

S

AUA H4F 22 kel AL
A

o] g
ooz 2

A

afoF

5

373

s A== waA A

=

]

<
=]

TH(Mullaney 19). #id 1%F Wl 7H7ke Abgh

AL 3= kel Bjdo] of s

A Az A

A

)

opr.7]

Gl

=
)

ﬁo
W

L

s
S|

ofe] |lreb, BAH, ALl

o

3} o}7)

=

2 HHA

&

=

f.]lo] =3l vhFinlay and Shearer 51). 1600%
AAZA o] ofEl =4

2 AR ololzth. ols} 2
Aoz 717}

skl A9 e /4= S5
<



220 o] A o= AFH e AAY 261

AekA | wskel gadsteiar of2d ARSIt

obA(Ian Archer)ell w21 o] AJ7]o] Abs]A EQbe Mg old& = 7)<}
A Al AU =AEF oA EdA JFHow FAHJGAL T
('"Material Londoners?" 184). 16007 & 215-¢] o 15% 5 A AU =Al=
2(Bucholz and Ward 169) 7:d o]t} 5= =4 7]3F E<2t xvu AL2 A 7 A

Y2 A 49 A H8& Wikl olFo] Hasks Buke ALs HAl 9
Fol B ek EAlh FUA AA Sl ol FS FolFA 1 5L 0§
FEIEER ore AgrstaA ek

PSS B A= ol50] AlVlshs =
2 a9 AsAen 44, ¥, T 5o F4 A

b A% Aol

)
vy

e X

Talk" 183-84). ﬁ%@gi Htell WEWA At 58 53 A&

= = 8
W ol o] AmARAe] FES s F el ke £ Qe ARE Folw
A HA, ol A 2 ol gEe] FAel WEel ma Aolehs Hore Helg
ok o]s} 3re Beke slaly] 9lsl o ECIA B FHAZ AT A
gl An Aol

ek AlE Adstetaal ke AL el o Sl A
= E3 ?ﬂ]%‘i 1419] d Y (Star Chamber) 7d(1616) FEZ]Eo] AW
A2 ot & o5 E7]E A S Bk glo] Mdosnt HojEs Al
Aerabe A 17lo] ohit w5o] “dd Wk e ool FE 4§ sle
#)4-& 2o}’ (because the new fashion is to be had nowhere but in London;

o
343) gHolu oA E Ao ® Fptar F85F Aol upeba o] g 59] 3
%" (the pride of women) Bto]2}al H]3tt}, B A|(Thomas Tusser), H.#| o] 2~
9ol E(Richard Braithwaite), "}=13(Gervase Markham), I--A(William
Gouge) 5 Bl EE7HE A £ FHo} B 355 FRVA v &

5ol ool Al &t Aol dsl AAltarAt Ark(Dowd 224).

Tz o 2 71 Arke] o AR om B e whaks EYdoge

4

A

r
flo



262 Zx 94 v

vl 0|23k w7 Zrof| He]t}. ZrH(Natasha Korda)oll W= 16417] 2 174)7]
ol AEFe] o] Wt A 7Hg o] Aake] @helmA I 9 elofrtal 9l
, 7ol whEt A el Al ofujo] HEke sulE ALk}, His AAbe] At
A AvjApe] gtw vhdrkar rk111). TAF SR = AlRle] of

e
A

K

2
Y
257
I

WES o Aol WiAle) o4, 53] &H] 58S 2t Aol uAA €
ol 5ol Abglell Beld oyl Bt FAdatr] flal olgelAl o1 A-R7t A
A Es Bo2ns 3o Ao REAE Tl S-h So] AlEE = A
Aol A ElAt YElE o] FolA] the e A ol JIBES 2 =
o] g ojFojtthE oM Ex9 FA e F A=, XF HEgd
(Birdlime)#} A Z~E] Lo} = (Justiniano)®] & &3l o] =o] ARle] ol 5ol Al

il

Aot dars WRILE 19 14 v 2ol A A =By ol 59 55
oA Hloju} A SelA A e duA ko r Arle] sharat sk AlgE &
ofF=th oW 1= BAE Foll AWl ohEo] kil &0l B WA (Haue
amongst you Citty dames? 1.1.225) A|R19] ol EolofEs o= zpilo] W
AE otal ol R0 F8 dE Belal volrt o]5o] F=el Ald 2
e g EYS FxEth(You are indeede the fittest, and most proper
persons for a Comedy; 1.1.225-26).

AZE Yok FQ1E 5l Db Mo AF-5om JUs Fopid HE
2HdE o] o) FAlek B Sl A7 ARIS] ohliEE o] el WAl
Sk w1 £ 912 1A Aol o) v W W 86l A, A%e
A= Al AU ES A= A (.he were better to wet vp a Dairy, and to
keep halfe a score of lusty wholesome honest Countrey Wenches; 1.1.18-20)
o™ “A 9= Feeta A Aok gt gRtd] A1 AFEHA”(Or to loue
some Lady, there were equality and coherence; 1.1.23) €531 o] Z 7] 412 o}

N welipe Agkae] ARe e st 2ol vt

ol

o

PR e olokr|ShAl 2. BrahAl wahizd), 7)
Aol F83) disalt & 4 gloja. 15 o
Fu ) ARe] oh} Al £k A 3

s
r2
=)
H
>
e

=
cd___

WEehel AW g, %

d

=
igwis]

N

22 Azrol

1= =
ZHARE o) Bhe. OEE S3ko] gAY X3 £ AES A
AL Felli= offl A9 a7], 7FEelE Ae st Ao ), A



28] sEo] Ml el AR el AAY 263

WEOE Fobsh e, AN ohEe AR AN LA E ol

Ao] gt & AREAAN Auel AHE

FRES A9 Aol MEwE

BAE WE e, obk, TS A 2ol
ST

5 2= g}: e

01
A

o
&l
>~
-

37l
e

~

BIRDLIME. Taylor, you talk like an asse, I tel thee ther is equality
inough betweene a Lady and a Citty dame, if their haire be but
of a colour: name you any one thing that your citizens wife coms
short of to your Lady. They haue as pure Linnen, as choyce
painting, loue greene Geese in spring, Mallard and Teale in the
fall, and Woodcocke in winter. Your Cittizens wife learnes
nothing but fopperies of your Ladie, but your Lady or
lustice-a-peace Madam, carries high wit from the Citty, namely,
to receiue all and pay all: to awe their Husbands, to check their
Husbands, to controule their husbands; nay, they haue a tricke
onto to be sick for a new gowne, or a Carcanet, or a Diamond,
or so: and I wis this is better wit, then to learne how to weare
a Scotch Farthingale: nay more. (1.1.24-35)
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BIRDLIME. Come, I am come to you about the old suit: my good
Lord and maister hath sent you a veluet gowne heare: doe you
like the colour? three pile, a pretty fantasticall trimming, I would
God you would say it by my troth. I dreamt last night, you lookt
so prettily, so sweetly, me thought so like the wisest Lady of
them al, in a veluet gowne. (1.1.62-67)
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MIST. IUST.  Sir, by my soule I will be plaine with you.

IUST. Except the forehead deere wife, except the forehead.

MIST. TUST.  The Gentleman you spake of hath often solicited my
loue, and hath receiued from me most chast denials.

TUST. I, I, prouoking resistance, tis as if you come to buy wares in
the Citty, bid mony fort, your Mercer, or Gold-smith sayes, truely
I cannot take it, lets his customers passe his stall; next, nay
perhaps two, or three, but if he finde he is not prone to returne
of himselfe, hee calls him backe, and backe, and takes his mony:
so you my deere wife, (O the pollicy of women, and Trademen:
theile bite at any thing.) (1.1.164-74)
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MIST. HONY. .. I heard say that he would haue had thee nurst thy
Childe thy selfe to.

MIST. WAF. That he would truly.

MIST. HONY. Why theres the policy of husbands to keepe their
Wiues in. I doe assure you if a Woman of any markeable face in
the Worlde giue her Childe sucke, looke how many wrinckles be
in the Nipple of her breast, so many will bee in her forheade by
that time twelue moneth: (1.2.114-20)
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MIST. HONY. ... but sirra, we are come to acquaint thee with an
excellent secret: we two learne to write.

MIST. TENT. To write?

MIST. HONY. Yes beleeue it, and wee haue the finest Schoole maister,
a kind of Precision, and yet an honest knaue to: by my troth if

thou beest a good wench let him teach thee, thou mayst send
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him of any arrant, and trust him with any secret; nay, to see how
demurely he will beare himselfe before our husbands, and how
iocond when their backes are turn'd. (1.2.120-28)
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HONY. And how does my wife profit vinder you sir? hope you to do
any good vpon her.

IUST.  Maister Honisuckle I am in great hope shee shall fructify: I will
do my best for my part: I can do no more than another man can.

HONY. Pray sir ply her, for she is capable of anything.

TUST. So far as my poore tallent can stretch, It shall not be hidden
from her.

HONY. Does she hold her pen well yet?

IUST.  She leanes somewhat too hard vppon her pen yet sir, but

practise and animaduersion will breake her from that. (2.1.69-79)
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MIST. IUST. I haue already leapt beyond the bounds
of modesty, in piecing out my wings
With borrowed feathers: but you sent a Sorceres
So perfect in her trade, that did so liuely
Breath forth your passionate Accents, and could drawe
A Louer languishing so piercingly,
That her charmes wrought vppon me, and in pitty
(Oh shees a subtle Beldam!) see I cloth'd
My limbes (thus Player-like) in Rich Attyres,
Not fitting mine estate, and am come forth,
But why I know not? (2.2.100-10)
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MIST. TENT. I know as verily they hope, and brag one to another,
that this night theile row westward in our husbands whirries, as
wee hope to bee rowd to London to morrowe morning in a paire
of oares. But wenches lets bee wise, and make Rookes of them

that I warrant are now setting pursenets to conycatch vs.
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BOTH. Content.

MIST. TENT.  They shall know that Cittizens wiues haue wit enough
to out strip twenty such guls; tho we are merry, lets not be mad:
be as wanton as new married wiues, as fantasticke and light
headed to the eye, as fether-makers, but as pure about the heart,
as if we dwelt amongst em in Black Fryers.

MIST. WAF. Weele eate and drinke with em.

MIST. TENT.  Oh yes: eate with em as hungerly as souldiers: drinke
as if we were Froes: talke as freely as lestors, but doe as little as
misers, who (like dry Nurses) haue great breastes but giue no
milke. It were better we should laugh at theis popin-layes, then
live in feare of their prating tongues; tho we lye all night out of
the Citty, they shall not find country wenches of vs; but since we
ha brought em thus far into a fooles Paradice, leaue em int: the
Iest shal be a stock to maintain vs and out pewfellowes in
laughing at christnings, cryings out, and vpsittings this twelue
month: how say you wenches, haue I set the Sadle on the right
horse. (5.1.154-74)
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ABSTRACT

Threats by Women's Consumption in Early Modern England:
Thomas Dekker and John Webster’'s Westward Ho

YoungMi Cho

With Westward Ho (1604), Thomas Dekker and John Webster bring to the
stage early modern England's anxiety that city wives' housewifery and their
access to the market might lead to their sexual licentiousness. One of many city
comedies produced from the late 1590s into the 1610s, Westward Ho negotiates
this anxiety by foregrounding three wealthy urban wives equipped with
purchasing power. With the unprecedented change London experienced during
that time, women were released from their traditional roles as silent, chaste, and
obedient wives contained in domestic space and were able to move around the
city in order to buy goods and services. The most prominent service the wives
in Westward Ho buy is writing skill, which was usually denied to the early
modern middle-class women. In Westward Ho, writing skill is rewritten as the
sexual proficiency of city wives with the association of pen/penis, which creates
chances of sexual promiscuity for them. With the new skill and knowledge
obtained from the writing class, city wives materialize contemporary anxiety by
leaving the bounds of their houses and eventually of the city walls and going
on an excursion with gallants to Brainford, a suburban town notorious for illicit
assignation. However, with their self-restraint strengthened by the alliance
among them, they thwart the gallants' expectation of sexual consummation. In
addition, they turn the table on their husbands, who are outraged by their
wives' alleged adultery, by revealing that it is the husbands themselves who
have betrayed their wives with visits to a city brothel. In this way, Westward
Ho tries to deal with the anxiety about women's sexuality released from
domestic bounds. Nevertheless, with the fixed focus on conventional morality
toward women's chastity, Westward Ho suffers from inconsistency in tone
between scenes and structural imbalance between characters' wit and the

morality imposed by the dramatists.
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