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gl FHAAE AR AE 27] @5 A== A |3th(Beier and Finlay
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©] )1 (Finlay and Shearer 50), @ 448 o] Ha 1ot Holo] AE A (the
City proper)7} o5& tF =85tA] 23t 2 gt dojqlrt. 1 A3 dd2
Bom 4u 7o A9eor, dorE |2 EE Aoz HAUrty HY
o] =it welo] AHe 4 gle ddle g %E‘ﬂ%oﬂﬂ] et sttt
< E& Yt (Finlay and Shearer 51). A&
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(Marcus 165).
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He [the devil] saw the doors of notorious carted bawds like hell-gates
stand night and day wide open, with a pair of harlots in taffeta gowns,
like two painted posts garnishing out those doors, being better to the
house than a double sign. When the door of a poor artificer, if his child
had died but with one token of death about him, was close rammed up
and guarded for fear others should have been infected, yet the plague
that a whore-house lays upon a city is worse, yet is laughed at; if not
laughed at, yet not looked into, or if looked into, winked at. (Lantern
and Candlelight, 137)
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CAROLO. A drench that’s able to kill a horse cannot kill this disease

of smock-smelling, my lord, if it have once eaten deep.
DUKE. I'll try all physic, and this med’'cine first:

I have directed warrants strong and peremptory —

To purge our city Milan and to cure the outward

Parts, the suburbs—for the attaching

Of all those women who, like gold, want weight:

Cities, like ships, should have no idle freight.

(The Honest Whore Part 2 4.2.87-94)
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Tt fupo] SupA nJ—] Al &R 7t ”Uﬂ—iﬁ A %—%t T AR AFE-S TobA
dortal g Qs wjEo g doprhs AER AASH dotrte AFEEol@t
E2]oF st= A oFY (Do not all trades live by their ware and yet called
honest livers?; 4.2.10-11)E &5 Bl Al7Iotxe] o2 ofete] AF¢l &&at
miEo] FE T1E] A gokrh A9A A g2 RES miwol FAF
st AEs 2318 4 &5 AAE med Azl 29E 7HH e o
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Fgaet Ay A 1504 “oF9] A% (A patient man’s a pattern for
a king; Part 2 5.2.496)0| 2= F2+0] ZALE BHS =2 PR okl TFF A<l
M =O] A Egol &R WAL ErL 2H1 9] S48 ohe B9t 285t
24 ATt o] —ﬁ—‘ﬂ% ZFZ 3t (Comensoli 140). 152 tt
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AE. o, B ¥ AL sk Aol #e4 gt wo=
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CANDIDO. Oh, he that means to thrive with patient eye
Must please the devil if he come to buy! (Part 1 1.5.127-28)

Haln 2, T2y A2 QL vHlH e Aol
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BELLAFRONT. So give the fresh salmon line now: let him come
ashore, he shall serve for my breakfast, tho” he go against
my stomach. (Part 1 2.1.65-67)

N,

WO =7F ok AES AT ASnEE} o= miEl] A2 flollA AAgt
19 FAMS oleloll= H|GE FollA B At ofnpdS Hof dete oh
SHESA AHEZ] EAQl 22| (George)= L el thelf b3} Zo] BARRT

K

(]

ES) o, &9AA AL HA ol Fr £8 o B A FoI4 AL %
A% AU bt gas) BAL. duht AREA 1AL,
ukx] Auie] A1) AAlote] olubAe whiela ¢ds ohey
Sol} A4AS0] £2 o 2ARE ot R A
2 Zo] glols.

GEORGE. Ay, and the purest she that ever you finger'd since you
were a gentleman: look how even she is, look how clean
she is, ha, as even as the brow of Cynthia, and as clean as
your sons and heirs when they ha’ spent all! (Part 1
1.5.30-34)
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1 MASTER. Hither from foreign courts have princes come,
And with our Duke did acts of state commence.
Here that great cardinal had first audience,

The grave Campeggio. That duke dead, his son,
That famous prince, gave free possession

Of this his palace to the citizens

To be the poor man’s warehouse, and endow’d it
With lands to th’ value of seven hundred mark,
With all the bedding and the furniture once proper,
As the lands then were, to an hospital

Belonging to a Duke of Savoy. Thus

Fortune can toss the world: a prince’s court

Is turned a prison now. (Part 2 5.2.5-17)
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DUKE. It's well yet you confess: but, girl, thy bed
Shall not be parted with a courtesan. 'Tis strange
No frown of mine, no frown of the poor lady,
My abused child, his wife, no care of fame,
Of honour, heaven, or hell, no, not that name
Of common strumpet can affright or woo
Him to abandon her. The harlot does undo him,
She has bewitch’d him, robb’d him of his shape,
Turn’d him into a beast—his reason’s lost.
(Part 2 4.2.69-77)
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CAROLO. Attach all the light heels i'th’city and clap ‘em up? Why,
my lord, you dive into a well unsearchable. All the whores
within the walls and without the walls? I would not be he
should meddle with them, for ten such dukedoms.
(4.2.105-08)
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YA 283t A& FFMFAH“Yes, I will victual the camp for her, but
it shall be by some stratagem”; 1.2.175-76)2L AAl5tA ==d| o7]4 17 &
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S 0= BYUAFIE A, sk AR AAHY FHF T2 =aw }
39 slo)7h Auht SuE AAE W TeORM, 1] AL o
WA ftEs A2 280l 11 Afe Fof Eod WL EES 37| FAlofd

B TAPE Aol & A JA® AFAZ1AL itk

TAs?t Y 25,0 8] Mg 2 Es Tkt M5t Ay 15,004 o
oA "oyl 2 ATt AFof Hold 7] FEE S5k, A0 =94
Aol dish @4 o st g2 7HAL ik 17004 s|EdEe] d=52
2 e INER ¢ F old HWstE nEY A ujERET sk ol
QoA A AESE 4 Q=W Folls HHAA, IYs Aag Higt
WQE S5k FStal o]F o4 dAlol digt vjdo=m mHERch o] 7]
ZdfoF Yy 55 © YmA grEX] utgl’(Women at best are bad; make

° o] o] Bojrbe FECE TolBA Y& ofiot £ ohfiE TET 4 ATt (How
A Man May Choose a Good Wife from a Bad, 1601-02), "8 &2}t (The London Prodigal,
1604), TEYAERO] ofgrhe AUl (The Fair Maid of Bristow, 1603-04)7} Sltt.
Manheim 365, Comensoli 132 &=
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them not worse; 3.3.114)7U &2 “FA G52 S E 596 vtes A
2 ZolstRt, AF F&oHA fEEE A2 FolstA] gt (You love to make
us lewd, but never chaste; 3.3.123)= A= wiEE2A4] 1Y
T 7] FAE RSt o] o] eheto] tigh B4 o w o]
Sk 7HEEE AAl] 2urE A7 e E Sl Agel 7he e HoF
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them, mend them; 2.1.15-17)1 &gt T g92 s 71A a1 Qi) o]
Jel7lell A9 71 A A o]l HilE R E4lolEtE A dAY] T HE
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FaREel] BA QEg o FA8

1205, A7} oliehe A8 shse] et

a9y opuiA|e] Al AE HjERI} HER Bolha

7 #7} ohuA o]
et 780l
1 w@d =3 "e) wtos A WAL
gastn gyt 1 Luks Zopuld FAla,
AR A A7 AHSE A Fe Aefel 2loiA
A9s] Zetrd BES T

BELLAFRONT. Is this your comfort? When so many years

ORLANDO.

You ha’ left me frozen to death?

Freeze still, starve still

BELLAFRONT. Yes, so I shall; I must: I must and will.

FARGE o] A &
Sht o714 WA e 7] S5 "ast =

If, as you say, I'm poor, relieve me then;

Let me not sell my body to base men.

You call me strumpet, heaven knows I am none;
Your cruelty may drive me to be one.

Let not that sin be yours, let not the shame

Of common whore live longer than my name.
That cunning bawd Necessity night and day
Plots to undo me. Drive that hag away,

Lest being at lowest ebb, as now I am,

I sink for ever. (4.1.136-49)
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AL EETL 2 =912 FEA 71
A& ¢2 ZA”(1 think she has read an homily to tickle the old rogue;
4.1.144-45)0] k= UHls U=t o= MRt R E O] X4]o] Fobjt WEel
ahef @ o] wpgmhA] A GS-S HoErh 9 oA] “r ShH U A Eol &
oJ21A] & Z”(My heartstrings sure would crack were they strain’d more;
4.1.155)01eka TobHA Wt EE O] Mol 18 Fwd] AFAATE A
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HIPPOLYTO. If all the threads of harlots’ lives are spun
So coarse as you would make them, tell me why
You so long lov’d the trade?

BELLAFRONT. If all the threads
Of harlots’ lives be fine as you would make them,

Why do not you persuade your wife turn whore,

(4.1.345-50)
ABAE. . o PAE @ v FAWE 1 Qo] dhe) 12A AgeA
272
HHZEE. 9 4l o o defd AS IFA £3F5] 7e?
HIPPOLYTO. ... Why are you sharp 'gainst that you once profess’'d?
BELLAFRONT.  Why dote you on that which you did once detest?
(4.1.365-67)

stabg el AAHz S 27] ARRloA ool =AM HAE ol7l= A

2 o} =2 o|9irh(Manheim 378). SPAT BlAE Fefl ALsllA] 4 He}

g 7he 7H EAAE AN wiERA A dE Fofstal 2urt =4
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GEE2E, BE Fo|#8.
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BUe. Zejy k) 9FAY ol Bt BAE WER
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WIpREE, 1k 2o@ BhE IZo] Jhdet A8 B 4 ATkn A7t
2. 7)o 2UekE & wel7) A 19 Fu= vaEe
w77t Qe G AAsA 2 5 qter

eFE. P4 £Eo] P4 L] @ AAFR. obvt @ WE AL
%9 Ao glg AUt

WepLEE, ol 7bA QA AalFAlL. TelT o2 TeFAL. &
A7 oF HEE A WAL gelelr Rehs A s
A3 94 2AL T A

g whe AL Hgsttn, Fog dold AEz
oFgt AmE AL AL AT aAt ohetra.

BELLAFRONT. 'Tis all gold.
ORLANDO. "Tis like so. It may be he thinks you want money, and
therefore bestows his alms bravely, like a lord.
BELLAFRONT. He thinks a silver net can catch the poor.
Here’s bait to choke a nun and turn her whore.
Wilt thou be honest to me?
ORLANDO. As your nails to your fingers, which I think never
deceived you.
BELLAFRONT. Thou to this lord shalt go. Commend me to him,
And tell him this: the town has held out long
Because, within, ‘twas rather true than strong;
To sell it now were base. Say, ’tis no hold
Built of weak stuff to be blown up with gold. (2.1.234-45)

M EEEL 2228 Hlo] W] BhEe] B 3T YL 47 9Re F7
% 28 T A2 A AFA, B AAL Fo % of 2228

2 ol 2w e B 248 A7) FA2 AR BEA9) )
ol 2 MPAILE AL WHLEETL o714 ot HlfE SUET} ofo] 1A
oA o Hgst 2 g o T8 Pk LFEE AW AE FobhA
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W} (Although everything in the play presupposes them, not one of the
prostitutes speaks. This absence, this silence, is one of the most revealing
indications of the extent of their powerlessness and exploitation; 475)1 7%
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ABSTRACT

The Regulation of the Sexual Transgressions in
The Honest Whore Part 2

YoungMi Cho

The Honest Whore Part 1 and 2 set their action in Milan, despite the fact that
Thomas Dekker is a representative writer of London who was born, grew up,
and made a living by writing about London his whole life. It is more striking
that Dekker set his comedies in Milan because it was against the trend of
contemporary city comedies, which foregrounded London as the plays’ setting
and examined its topographical meaning by closely knitting its space with their
themes. However, reading into the plays reveals that Milan is a thinly veiled
representation of London. Dekker may have needed a device to protect him
from censorship as his plays blame the courts and civic institutions for their
inefficiency in regulating sexual transgressions of the urban space.

As Howard suggests, prostitution not only references the actual social
problem of early modern London but also signifies other troubling aspects of
it, such as the growth of the suburbs into the uncontrollable space, the
expansion of the market economy, and the threat of women'’s sexuality directed
at households and their patriarchs. The Honest Whore Part 2 examines such
problems through various analogies of prostitution. More specifically, it
dramatizes the tension over the regulation of sexual transgressions in the urban
space. First of all, it demonstrates how arbitrary and ineffectual the response of
the court is through the embodiment of the Duke of Milan who makes his
decision about the state through his personal interest. Civic institutions,
represented as Bridewell, a notorious house of correction in the sixteenth and
seventeenth century, are also incompetent in tackling sexual iniquity, which is
presented colorfully in the prostitutes’ derisive parade at Bridewell.

Dekker places the integrity of the converted whore and the theatrical power
of his father over public authorities. Orlando becomes the author of the action
with the help of disguise, trickery, and counterfeiting. He demonstrates the

potential of the theatre itself by exploiting the contradictions and collisions of
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authority. Bellafront is sieged not only by Hippolyto’s sexual address and

Matteo’s atrocious abuse but also the persistent prejudice against her past; she
withstands financial seduction and moral corrosion through the integrity of an
inner purity. Her chastity becomes a synecdoche for the virtue the city has to
adopt to regulate its space. Instead of fading from view without voicing

themselves as many prostitutes in contemporary plays do, Bellafront is the
central character as well as the hero of the play.
London, Bridewell, Prostitution, Integrity of Women, Theatrical

Key Words | Thomas Dekker, The Honest Whore Part 1, The Honest Whore Part 2,

Power
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