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Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow world/ Like a Colossus, and
we petty men/ Walk under his huge legs, and peep about/ To find
ourselves dishonourable graves (1.2.136-9)
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Let Rome in Tiber melt, and the wide arch
Of the ranged empire fall. Here is my space.
Kingdoms are clay. Our dungy earth alike
Feeds beast as man. The nobleness of like

Is to do thus (1.1.35-39)
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Antony, / Leave thy lascivious wassails. When thou once/ Was beaten
from Modena, where thou slew’st/ Hirtius and Pansa, consuls, at thy
heel/ Did famine follow, whom thou fought'st against-/ Though
daintily brought up - with patience more/ Than savages could suffer.
Thou didst drink/ The stale of horses, and the gilded puddle/ Which
beasts would cough at. Thy palate then did deign/ The roughest berry
on the rudest hedge./ Yea, like the stag, when snow the pasture
sheets,/ The barks of trees thou browsed. On the Alps/ It is reported
thou didst eat strange flesh,/ Which some did die to look on (1.4.
55-67)
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The higher Nilus swells,/ The more it promises; as it ebbs, the

seedsman/ Upon the slime and ooze scatters his grain,/ And shortly
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comes to harvest (2.7. 20-24)
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It is shap’d, sir, like itself, and it is as broad as
it hath breadth. It is just so high as it is, and moves
with it own organs. It lives by that which nourisheth

it, and the elements once out of it, it transmigrates (2.7.41-44)
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He’s speaking now,

Or murmuring, ‘Where’s my serpent of old Nile?'-
For so he calls me. Now I feed myself

With most delicious poison. Think on me,

That am with Phoebus’ amorous pinches black,
And wrinkled deep in time (1.5.24-29)
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Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale

Her infinite variety: other women cloy

The appetites they feed, but she makes hungry
Where most she satisfies. For vilest things
Become themselves in her, that the holy priests

Bless her when she is riggish (2.2.241-246)
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The barge she sat in, like a burnish’d throne

Burn’d on the water: the poop was beaten gold;

Purple the sails, and so perfumed that

The winds were love-sick with them; the oars were silver, For her own
person,

It beggar’d all description: she did lie

In her pavilion - cloth of gold, of tissue -

O’er-picturing that Venus where we see

The fancy outwork nature (2.2.191-201)
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Yon ribaudred nag of Egypt,/ Whom leprosy o’ertake! - I' the midst o
the fight,/ When vantage like a pair of twins appear’d/ Both as the
same, or rather ours the elder, -/ The breeze upon her, like a cow in
June, / Hoists sails, and flies. (3.10.10-15)
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The quick comedians

Extemporally will stage us, and present

Our Alexandrian revels: Antony

Shall be brought drunken forth, and I shall see
Some squeaking Cleopatra boy my greatness
I'th’posture of a whore (5.2.216-221)

o] e FFolA FE0] Ao Ao] HEH= Ttk sttt st 24
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ABSTRACT

Exorbitance and Exoticism in Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra

Mi-Kyong Kim

The representation of Antony as a voyager is foregrounded in Shakespeare's
play, Antony and Cleopatra, and the motif of 'exorbitance' and 'exoticism' is
importantly dealt with. Antony's exorbitance is erotic rather than imperialistic.
Antony is excessive in love. The first words of the play provide us with the
information that 'this dotage of our General's/ O'erflows the measure' (1.1.1-2).
Therefore, Antony makes it a rule to refuse to set a limit on love. His new
world naturally demands the death of the world he once possessed: "Let Rome
in Tiber melt, and the wide arch/ Of the ranged empire fall. (1.1.35-6)". Antony
submits himself to Cleopatra and takes the abundant Nile as his measure.

Cleopatra’s exoticism is the power to stimulate Antony’s exorbitance.
Antony’s judgement is bewitched by the ‘enchanting queen’ (1.2.123). Refer to
Enobarbus's description of the meeting of Antony and Cleopatra on the Cydnus
(2.2.197-212). Cleopatra's power to enchant her lover is her exotic quality as a
Egyptian Queen. When Lepidus asks ‘what manner o’ thing is your crocodile?
(2.7.40), Antony answers, ‘It is shaped, sir, like itself, and it is as broad as it
hath breadth.” (2.7.41-2) In this joke, Antony refuses to translate Cleopatra to
Roman people. The untranslatable mystery of Cleopatra’s difference is what is
significant in the last act of the play. Cleopatra commits suicide fundamentally
to avoid being displayed in Caesar’s triumph in Shakespeare which is different
from Plutarch. Cleopatra’s suicide preserves her exotic mystery from translation

and functions as a method to keep her autonomy.

Key Words | cosmopolitanism, exorbitance, exoticism, eroticism, autonomy,

difference, irreversible body.
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