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24| (Infelice)} A-EHA H&= GRHA ARG 59| FelFolth. 1 2t
S| EEet A O] FT Al AR mpA|et A Ao Ao 7t vhear,
U ERO] IREL B ES gl ERR ARIth EFF 5| EE 9]
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A et AEsiA WA Y BAdS siFAl A= (For all your wrongs,
/ Will you vouchsafe me but due recompense, / To marry with me?
9.116-8)2al FESH=H), ol Aot AdEe Ade Aste g ‘A=
A 8159 ol Fedohks Aolrt. ntel 2 A et 2EsiyY ‘It &=
EbA gt Al WATE” (U1l be burnt thorough the nose first. 9.120)21 A&
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‘Thou art the goodliest of thy neighbours, but the proudest; the
wealthiest, but the most wanton. Thou hast all things in thee to make
thee fairest, and all things in thee to make thee foulest; for thou art
attired like a bride, drawing all that look upon thee, to be in love with

thee, but there is much harlot in thine eyes.” (9)

FA|o | Evtx H7, Enps nlE”, PSRt A,y 1, 27, THARRIES] 87 A,
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ABSTRACT

Reading “Honest Whore” in the City Comedy as a Sign of
London and Theater in Early Modern England

Mi Young Lee

This paper aims to reveal how the ‘honest whore” motif can be used as a
useful sign of early modern London and its theater, thereby showing how the
city comedy participated in the debate about the concept and definition of New
London. In the years around 1600, the rapid expansion of London and its
population explosion brought about many urban problems, expecially in the
suburban areas. Many Londoners blamed the suburbs for the problems and
called them as the sewage or diseases of London. However, it should be also
noted that the suburbs were also an engine of its rapid growth. The theater,
located in the suburbs and also called a “whore’ by puritanical Londoners, tried
to define the New London by appropriating an ‘honest whore” in its city
comedies. An ‘honest whore’, who retired from their disreputable trade and
became ‘honest’ after marriage, is an oxymoronic category which vacillates
between the moral and the immoral, the fair and the foul, the legitimate and
the illegitimate. As a sign of New London, which also experienced a
geographical, conceptual, and ideological change from the old medieval town to
a new metropolis, an ‘honest whore’” became a useful device in the theater’s
self-representation and in its definition of London. In many ‘marry-a-punk’
plays like A Chaste Maid in Cheapside and A Trick to Catch the Old One, an
‘honest whore” motif is a comic device to punish and mock the male characters.
However, The Honest Whore, Parts 1 & 11, especially Part 1, explores the “honest
whore” motif more seriously. By scrutinizing how Bellafront, the “honest whore’,
is treated and defined by the other characters and by proving that she is
morally and intellectually superior to other characters, The Honest Whore, Part II
shows that the ambiguous and oxymoronic category of an ‘honest whore’
indeed is a viable category, and suggests that London might be another “honest
whore’ that waits for new reading and new definition. As Orlando’s theatricality
endorses an ‘honest whore” in the play, the theater might be the one who

should do this job of reading London as an ‘honest whore.
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