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The Royal Asiatic Society, Korea Branch, is one of several branches of its parent organization, the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. Founded in London in 1824 under the royal patronage of King George IV, the purpose of the Society as a whole is to study the “progress of knowledge in Asia and the means of its extension.” Since its founding in Seoul in June 1900 by a small group of foreign residents, the Korea Branch has been devoted, as its constitution requires, to stimulating interest in, promoting the study of, and disseminating knowledge about the arts, history, literature and customs of Korea and neighboring countries. To meet these requirements the Korea Branch sponsors lecture meetings, tours, and publications. Among the requirements of the Branch’s constitution is one that specifies an annual meeting at which a report of the year’s activities should be made to the membership and an election of the next year’s officers and Council held. The annual report follows:
Membership: From its founding 17 members in 1900, the Korea Branch has increased to an impressive 1,689 members, this being the number registered in 1986 at the time of this report. The total figure includes 58 life members,518 overseas members and 1,113 regular members residing in Korea. Membership includes not only those who participate in the activities of the branch in Seoul but also those who have joined the Taegu Chapter.
Meetings: During the year, 20 lecture meetings were held in Seoul and seven lecture meetings were held by the Taegu Chapter.
Tours: Full schedules of tours were carried out by the branch in both the spring and the fall of 1986, with participation in both Seoul and Taegu totalling more than 2,000.
Publications: The Korea Branch is justifiably proud of its accomplishments in producing and distributing works in English about Korea. Besides its annual Transactions Volume 60 for 1985, which was distributed free to members, Korea and Christianity by Spencer Palmer was reprinted in 1986 to meet continuing demands. The newest publication was Discovering Seoul by Donald N. Clark and James H. Grayson. 
[page 70]  Finances: Monthly statements from the treasurer report (because of the continuing sale of its publications) the Korea Branch enjoys a state of financial health which allows it to continue to offer meetings, tours, and publications in order to meet its commitment to contribute to the “progress of knowledge” about Korea and her neighbors.
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Date

January 8

January 22

February 12

February 26

March 12

March 26

April 9

April 23

May 14

May 28

June 11

June 25

August 27

ACTIVITIES OF THE SEOUL BRANCH

Lectures 1985

Prospect for South-North Relations
(Dr. Han, Seung, Ahn, Byung-joon,
Dr. Park Tong-whan)

Yanbian Autonomous Region: A Journey
to the Korean National Minority in China
(Dr. Dirk Fundling)

Birds of Korea
(Prof. Yoon, Moo-boo)

The Confucian Academy in Traditional Korea
(Mr. Milan Hejtmanek)

Ensign George Clayton Foulk:

Naval Attaché and Diplomat in Korea
1883-1887

(Mr. Donald M. Bishop)

Korean Ceramics: There’s More Than
What Meets the Eyes
(Dr. Jon C. Covell)

Korea’s Flowering Plants
(Dr. Lee, Yong-no)

Wang Kon’s Social Origins and the Koryo
Dynastic Order
(Prof. Hugh H. W. Kang)

Zen (S6n) Buddhism in Korea
(Prof. Keel, Hee-Sung)

Excavation of the Kiimgiil Cave
(Dr. Sohn, Pokee (Pow-Key) )

American Imperialism: Myth or Reality?
(Dr. Donald S. Macdonald)

Comparative Aspects of British and Korean
Economic Development
(Dr. Ruth H. Grayson)

The Stele of King Kwang-Gae-To and the
Ancient History of Korea and Japan
(Mr. Lee, Jin-Hee)

Attendance
120

80

100

110

100

150

110

120

150

70

95
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September 10
September 24
October 8

October 22

November 12

November 26

December 10

February 1
February 15-17
March 2
March 8
March 9
March 15
March 16
March 22
March 23
March 29
March 30
April 5-6
April 11-13
April 19
April 20
April 26
April 25-27
May 3-4

Asian Light
(Mr. Robert Kowalczyk)

New Developments in the Korea-U.S.
Economic Relations (Prof. Jung, Ku-hyun)

Reflections on Discovering Seoul
(Dr. James H. Grayson)

Naval Surgeon in Yi Korea: The 1884 Journal
of George W. Woods, U.S. Navy
(Dr. Robert Swartout)

The Lovely Ladies of T’ang: Images of
Women in the History, Literature,

and Art of the T’ang Dynasty

(Mrs. Dorothy Middleton)

Why is Han’giil such a Scientific Alphabet?
(Mr. Ross King)

Film: Trip to Paek-tu Mountain
(Dr. Horace G. Underwood)

Tours 1985

Yongp’yong Ski Resort

Soraksan

Kut (Shaman ritual)

Chinaware Co., Studio Tour: Kim Ki-chang
Restaurant: Yongsoosan

Kiln Tour, Ich’6n

Soyosan, Kwangniing

Hyonch’ungsa, Onyang Folk Museum
Potpourri (markets, antique dealers, etc.)
Inch’6n to Suwon on the Narrow Gauge
Taedunsan

Ch’gllado

Cherry Blossom Tour: Chinae, Haeinsa
Ansong

North Han Valley

Woraksan National Park

Cheju-do

Magnolia Tour to Ch’5llip’o Beach

120

70

110

95

110

120

160

24
50
204
28
27
29
38
28
43
86
24
28
41
39
41
17
31
30
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May 4-5

May 11

May 16

May 17

May 18

May 24

June 6-8
June 14

June 15

June 28-29
July 4-6

July 12
August 23
August 24
August 30-31
September 6
September 7
September 13
September 12-14
September 20
September 27
September 27-28
October 3
October 9
October 11
October 9-12
October 18
October 19
October 25-26
October 26
November 1

November 2
November 8-9
November 15-16
November 22
November 22
November 23
November 29-30

Magnolia Tour to Ch’dllip’o Beach
Soyosan, Kosok

City Temples on Buddha’s Birthday
Songmo Island

Yi Dynasty Seoul: Through Gates of Seoul

Sudoksa, Hongsong, Haemi
Wando Island

Garden Party

Paekche: Puyo and Kongju
Kotun-sa and Hahoe
Hongdo

Island Hopping off Inch’6n
Markets in Seoul

Shard Hunting

Ch’0llip’o

Silk Tour

Ch’0ngp’yong Boat
Shaman Shrines

Ch’ungmu and Hallyo Sudo
Namhansansong Hiking
Kangwha Island

Odaesan

Emillle Museum

Cholwon

King Sejong’s Tomb
Ullung-do

Inch’6n to Suwon on the Narrow Gauge
Kyeryong-san

Yongwol and Ch’ungju Area Tour
Yongmun-sa

University Museums: Seoul National,
Ewha, Soongsil

Temple Dinner
Chirisan

Kumi Area
National Museum
Churches in Seoul
Kimjang

Bird Watching

31
30
86
80
33
41
28
250
42
27
21
33
18
10
19
41
134
23
38
36
32
17
7,7)
7
15
23
7
22
17
29
21

33
38
14
23
24
32
20
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December 6 Studio Tour: Lee Man-bong, Kim Man-hee, 26
Chin Kyoung-sup

December 7 Magoksa 23

December 13 Potpourri Tour (markets, antique dealers, etc.) 25
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ACTIVITIES OF THE TAEGU CHAPTER

Lectures 1986

February 11 A Visit to the Taegu Chamber of Commerce and Industry

March 11 Archaeological Discoveries in the Local Region
(Mr. Chong, Yong-hwa)

April 15 Walking Tour of Old Taegu
(Mr. Donald Bishop)

May 15 Agricultural Interactions between China
and the West
(Ms. Francesca Bray)

October 21 Discovering Seoul: The Making of the Book
(Dr. James H. Grayson)

November 21 Yun Chi-ho and His Role in Korean History
(Mr. Robert H. C. Kim)

December 10 Navy Surgeon George W. Woods and His

Observations of Yi Dynasty Korea
(Dr. Robert Swartout)




