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Whaling has a long history in Korea but for the most part was nothing more than a local industry that provided whale flesh and products to the surrounding fishing villages. But in the late 19th century this changed when Korea was opened up to the West and foreign trade. In March 1883, Kim Ok-kyun was appointed commissioner to develop the country’s southern islands and its whaling industry. By the end of the year Korea began exporting whale products mainly to Japan. According to a Korean Maritime Customs report, Fusan (modern Busan) exported US$1,169 worth of whale bones and blubber while Wonsan exported 92 piculs (roughly 12,265 pounds) of whale bone worth $800.
 

In early 1884, a newspaper reported that it was possible to easily catch at least 50 whales along the coast of Korea each month and that an unnamed whaling company was being organized [in Fusan] to take advantage of this great abundance. 
 It is unclear how successful the whaling company was but in 1890, a Korean fishing syndicate was established in Fusan and employed Japanese fishermen to hunt whales outside of its harbor. In just four months they managed to harvest 17 whales which were cut up and sold for about $10,000. According to a trade report:

Much of the flesh was consumed locally as an article of diet, and the remainder was shipped to Japan, where it was either eaten or boiled down into oil. The latter process could not be advantageously done in Fusan on account of the high price of firewood. The twenty-two whale-boats and 256 men engaged in the industry used to proceed to sea each morning at dawn and return at night, usually sculling both at sea and home. On sighting a whale two boats lowering between them a large net made of large rope, ranged themselves so as to closely encompass the whale, when the other boats advanced, and several harpoons were driven into the animal, the net was drawn tightly round it to secure its tail and to pin, as it were, the whale flippers to its side, and prevent it from diving or injuring the whalers in its frantic endeavours to escape. 

While Korea’s fledgling whale industry appears to have begun in Fusan, the origin of its modern whaling industry can be traced back to Russia.

THE FIRST RUSSIAN WHALERS: 1870-1890

In 1861, Otto V. Lindholm, a 30-year-old Finnish-Russian, and two companions established a modest whaling company in the Russian Far East known as Helsingfors Whaling Company. Their operation was fairly primitive and was confined to the immediate vicinity of their base of operation but they managed to make a very good profit despite only harvesting 65 whales during their first nine years of business. By 1877 they managed to purchase a small steamship and extended their area of operation to the East Sea. Most of the whale meat and products were sold in Japan.
Although the company enjoyed the advantage of its superior logistical position (nearby Vladivostok), it was unable to compete financially with the other Western fleets – especially the Americans – and failed in 1885. But finances weren’t the only reason for the company’s demise.
In 1885, Akim Grigorevitch Didimoff (Dydymov), a former Russian naval officer, used his influence in the government to impede Lindholm whom he allegedly despised because of his Finnish ancestry. 
 Didimoff wanted to be the first Russian to harvest one of his country’s natural resources that had, until this period, largely been exploited by foreigners – some 40 American and Japanese whalers, each taking an average 15 whales annually. 
 When Lindholm’s company failed to obtain the Russian government’s support, Didimoff applied and received a 50,000 rouble (£5,000) grant and set up whaling operations at Gaidamak – about 180 km to the east of Vladivostok. Didimoff’s operation was far more modern than Lindholm’s. 
In 1889, Didimoff bought the Gennady Nevelskoy, an 84-foot-long 42-ton modern whaling steamer built in Christiania, Norway. Didimoff realized that Norwegian whalers were the best in the world and that much of modern whaling owed its existence to Svend Foyn.
 Didimoff promptly hired Captain Foyn – a relative of Svend Foyn – and a 12-man-crew of Norwegians to bring the Gennady Nevelskoy to the Far East and to teach his Russian crew how to properly operate it. It was his plan that once his Russian crew was properly trained, he would send Captain Foyn back to Europe and bring back a second ship of similar design.

The Gennady Nevelskoy, departed Christiania sometime in late July or early August and, steaming at about 10 knots, arrived in Shanghai only 57 days later. Its arrival caused a great deal of interest in Shanghai where some people had speculated that it was a new Russian gunboat –albeit, a very small one – but this misconception was soon put to rest. The ship, described as a “queer craft” and “little more than a good sized steam launch” did, however, “possess hidden possibilities.”

Captain Foyn granted an interview to a reporter from The North China Herald (an English language newspaper in Shanghai) and told him that the ship had come all the way from Christiania and was bound for Vladivostok to engage in whaling. The reporter was amazed that such a “cockleshell had braved the winds and waves” from such a distant port and even the captain admitted that while passing through the Indian Ocean the decks were barely four and a half inches above the water-line and the decks were constantly flooded. 
 But the captain was extremely proud of his speedy little ship.

The captain then went on to patiently explain the modern Norwegian equipment and techniques used to kill the whales and life aboard the ship. 
According to him, the primary weapon was the harpoon gun which was about 5 inches thick, with a bore of 3 1/2 inches. “We use a charge of 24 grammes of powder [to fire the harpoons], which is sufficient for a distance of 15 or 20 fathoms,” he explained. 
 He further went on to say that the head of the harpoon had “a charge of gunpowder, which exploded by the breaking of a glass tube filled with nitro-glycerine, when the weapon hit the whale.” 
 The whale line, a huge hemp rope nearly five inches in diameter and 400 fathoms long was “hung on a wire loop outside the gun. When we have struck a whale, we make steam after him so as to make the strain on the line as slight as possible, and when he is exhausted we can haul him in by means of a Foyn’s patent steam windlass.” 

Life aboard the ship was extremely cramped. In addition to the crew, four boats had to be stowed along with an abundant supply of coal for the ship’s engine. The ship burned three tons of coal daily but its bunkers were too small to hold all the supply needed so coal was often stored above deck in large bags.

After a short stay in Shanghai, the Gennady Nevelskoy resumed its voyage and arrived in Vladivostok on October 31, 1889. 
 Almost immediately the ship was put to work and the first whale was killed on November 10, by a modern harpoon fired by Didimoff’s own hand.
 The young cow blue-whale was killed near Wrangel Bay and towed back to Vladivostok where it was butchered. The whale meat, which was described as having the color and general appearance to beef, was deemed unfit for salting down due to it powerful smell.
 Afterwards he left the whale killing to his Norwegian and later the Russia crew. Judging from contemporary newspapers in China and Japan, they were somewhat successful.
During the summer months the company hunted whales in the East Sea and along the Korean coast. Most of the whales caught along the Korean peninsula were cut up into blubber and flesh, salted, and then taken to Nagasaki where the Japanese consumers apparently could not get enough. Didimoff’s company was more than willing to do its part to supply the Japanese with whale meat.

In January 1890, the Gennady Nevelskoy and its schooner/tender, Nadejde, 
 arrived in Nagasaki, Japan with a large cargo of whale blubber and bone taken from six large whales that they had caught off the coast of Korea. For this rich haul the company received seven or eight thousand dollars.
 Within four months, Didimoff’s ships managed to catch 23 whales netting the operation 20,000 roubles (about 15,000 US dollars) in profit.
 By the end of 1890, seventy three whales had been taken from the northern Pacific and along the east coast of Korea.
But whaling is inherently a dangerous occupation and the seas around Korea were notorious for their storms. On December 30, Didimoff and Gennady Nevelskoy departed from a port in northern Korea bound for its homeport east of Vladivostok.
 The weather was most likely rough but not impossible but the ship only carried two days’ worth of coal and this may have contributed to its loss. After a couple of days, when the steamer failed to appear, Captain Gek and the schooner Nadejde went out and sailed along the entire eastern coast of Korea in a futile search but Didimoff, the Gennady Nevelskoy and the 14-man crew were never seen again.
 Gek would later honor the memories of some of the Gennady Nevelskoy’s crew by naming geographical features of Korea’s coast after them. 

Didimoff’s demise left the door opened for another Russian whaling company to establish itself – the Russian Pacific Whaling and Fishing Company. It was far more successful and played a somewhat more important role in Korea’s history.

COUNT KEYSERLING’S RUSSIAN PACIFIC WHALE FISHING COMPANY
The third Russian company, and by far the most profitable, was the Russian Pacific Whale Fishing Company – founded in 1894 by another former Russian naval officer, Count Otto Hugo Henry Keyserling.
Keyserling was the third son of a Russian noble living in what is now modern Lithuania. Aware that there was little chance that he would inherit any substantial estate, he entered the Imperial Russian Naval School in St. Petersburg in 1882 and became a commissioned naval officer in 1888 at the age of twenty-two. It was while serving with the Russian navy in the Far East that he became interested in whaling.

What sparked this interest is unclear – perhaps Keyserling had been acquainted with Didimoff and when the latter disappeared in December 1890, it left a void for anyone willing to take the chance. Keyserling was more than willing to take that chance.
Realizing that the Norwegians were some of the best whalers in the world, Keyserling was determined to learn their techniques but this was no easy task – the Norwegians jealously guarded their secrets. Through a friend’s assistance, Keyserling was able to find employment as a sailor aboard a Norwegian whaling boat operating in the waters around Iceland. After learning as much as he could, he applied for and received from the Russian government a loan of 125,000 roubles (£12,500) in which he used to start the Russian Pacific Whale Fishing Company (RPWFC) in 1894. He was also granted a 21-year concession entitling him to operate in five different places along the Siberian coast – including Gaidamak, Didimoff’s base of operations.

Keyserling then ordered two whale catchers, larger than normal, to be built at Akers Works in Christiana, Norway. Each of these 49-ton ships cost £5,000 to build and was 96 feet long with “triple expansion engines” and capable of steaming at about eleven and a half knots per hour. They were christened the Georgie and the Nicolai, and were captained respectively by Keyserling and J.B. Aulin. They arrived in Gaidamak in early 1895.
 These ships joined the Siberia, a steam schooner used to process the catch, and had a very successful year - 84 whales caught and processed. 
 

One of the first reports of the RPWFC and its successes appeared in the Japanese newspaper in late March 1896 when the Nicolai arrived in Nagasaki with a large shipment of whalebone which was sold in the local market.
 In one week alone the Nicolai killed ten whales – including one 86 feet long.
 Like the earlier Russian companies, the RPWFC systematically worked its way along the Korean coast and harvested large numbers of whales. 

The small whale catchers – the Nicolai and Georgi – were equipped with a modern harpoon gun that fired explosive harpoons that, when imbedded in the whale, spread the harpoon’s barbs – usually killing the whale quickly and ensuring that it did not drift away. According to a newspaper reporter who interviewed the crew:

“A boat is then launched and, if necessary, the animal is lanced until dead. It is brought alongside and secured by some curious looking India-rubber strops attached to the fore rigging and then towed in towards the coast to the steam schooner Siberia where the blubber is removed and ‘trying out’ operations conducted, while the captor rejoins her consort in search of fresh monsters of the deep.” 

Of course, not everything went smoothly. One night, during heavy seas:

“One large whale was shot, appeared to be defunct, had a chain passed round his tail and strops around his middle, and was hauled up alongside, when he suddenly commenced to revive and raised such a commotion that the lines had to be let go and another explosive harpoon put into him for fear that he would overset the little craft to which he was attached.” 

Life aboard the ships, despite the dangers, could also be comfortable – as least if you were the captain or the gunner. When the Nicolai and the Georgi were at Nagasaki in June 1896 for an overhaul, a reporter for the local English-language newspaper, The Rising Sun & Nagasaki Express, toured the ship and wrote:

“The cabins aft remind one more of those of a gentleman’s yacht than of a whaler. They are upholstered in mahogany and Morocco leather, heated by steam, and supplied with every luxury and convenience possible, even to rich services of silver plate, each article fitting into a specially contrived receptacle. The ships’ instruments are also extremely excellent; sextants with electric sights, compasses by Sir William Thompson, and other appliances testifying to the care and money spent upon their equipment. A curious feature of both is that [everything] on one vessel is exactly duplicated on the other, even to the very pictures in the cabins, so that one could easily be puzzled as to which vessel he was in.” 

Not only were the ships interesting to the journalist but so, too, were their crews. Russians commanded the ships, Norwegians were the gunners and the deckhands were all Koreans and Chinese – a truly international operation. It isn’t clear what language was used aboard these ships but undoubtedly it was a mixture.
The company’s operating expenses seems to be a little uncertain. According to one source, the monthly expenditures for one of the company’s ships operating in the Ulsan area in 1896 was roughly 200 won for 40 tons of coal, 20 won for machine oil, the ship’s captain and first officer received 70 and 50 won respectively. The wage for three harpooners was 80 won as was the cost of 4 deckhands. The cook received 35 won and the cost of provisions was an additional 200 won making a total of 735 won. Considering the company caught on the average 20 whales per month and that each whale was worth 1,000 won, this left it with a huge profit. 
 But the company didn’t always manage to catch 20 whales per month. In fact, during the whaling season of 1896 (a period of six months) the company only managed to catch 56 whales. 

Norwegian Hendrik G. Melstrom, one of the harpoon gunners was reportedly paid 125 roubles (£12.5) per month and given a further commission of 20 roubles (£2 pounds) per whale – regardless of the size or type – that he managed to kill. It wasn’t a princely sum. 
 And, according to him, the average whale brought £175 in Japan and the largest sold for £700. The company was making a large amount of money – in 1896 earned $398,697 (about £78,000). 
 This, however, was only the beginning and the company caught about 80 whales annually in 1897 and 1898. 
 According to the Korea Repository, in 1898, more than two million pounds of whale flesh (worth 112,940 yen) were exported to Nagasaki by the Russian whalers operating off the coast of Korea.
 According to another source, the Russians exported to Japan 1,545,277 pounds of whale flesh, 281,202 pounds of bones and 68,841 containers of whale oil.
 Interesting enough, the Korean Customs Department reported that only 20,000 yen worth of whale meat was exported to Japan through the port of Wonsan. 
 This may have led to the troubles that the company soon found itself in.

THE CONCESSIONS
On November 1, 1898, the Georgi was seized near Chinpo Island, (Hamgyeong Province) by the Korean Imperial Maritime Customs service for illegally harvesting whales. The RPWFC argued that the vessel carried a Russian permit to hunt whales and demanded 34,445 yen in compensation for the illegal seizure. The Korean government counterclaimed that the RPWFC owed it 115,920 yen for poaching. 

In mid-March 1899, the Russian Charge d’affaires and Consul General to Korea, Aleksandr Ivanovich Pavloff, demanded in an official note addressed to the Korean Foreign Office that the negotiations between the RPWFC and the Korean government were to be resolved within three days or he would personally represent the matter to Emperor Kojong. 
 But there was great opposition to granting the Russians a whaling concession. In a Privy Council, one councilor argued that granting this concession would allow other nations to seek similar concessions in Korea and that if they were not careful there would be no Korea for the Koreans. Another councilor suggested that not only should the concession be denied but all other previous concessions – those to the other foreign nations dealing with timber, railroads, mines and fisheries should also be cancelled. Others argued that Russia was “greedy for territory” and that it was the duty of the councilors “to defend the empire even tho Russia should turn her cannon upon us and we should die in numbers as in times of the cholera scourge.” 
 The council voted for the concession to be refused. This, however, infuriated the Acting Prime Minister, for the government had already decided to grant the petition (it had been drawn up a couple of years earlier but never ratified
) and he asked the emperor to dismiss the councilors from their positions – which the emperor did.

On March 29, 1899, the Keyserling Whaling Concession was granted. The RPWFC was granted to select three plots of land, 700 feet in length and 350 in width along the coast at Cape Tikhmeneff (Jangsaengpo in Ulsan City) in South Gyeongsang Province, Seishin (Changshin) in Gangwon Province and on Chinpo Island – where the Georgi was seized. As part of his agreement he was allowed to construct building and erect machinery needed to harvest and process the whales. It was preferable that Koreans be hired to do the labor but in the event of strikes or unsuccessful workmanship, the company was free to hire workmen of any nationality that had treaty relations with the Korean government. The company agreed to pay 150 yen annually for each plot of land and during whaling operations to have one custom’s employee present at each station and to pay the customs department 100 yen per month per employee. In addition, 20 yen would be paid as a tax on each whale – regardless of size – caught by the company off the Korean coast. The North China Herald dutifully reported the granting of the concession and then noted: “The Corean Government propose to raise a loan of 3 million yen from Russia and negotiations are now in progress through the Russian Minister.” 

In a report to his government, John Jordan, the British representative to Korea, wrote that the concessions “have undoubtedly a disintegrating effect upon the territorial independence of Corea” but argued that in his opinion Keyserling’s concession was “an infinitely small abrogation of Corea’s sovereign rights than do the various mining and railway concessions which have been granted to subjects and citizens of the United States, France, Germany and Great Britain.” 
 Sir Ernest Satow, the British Minister to Japan, noted that “if Russia obtains grants of land for carrying on the whale fishery, Japan must secure corresponding concessions for her fishermen.” 
 His observation proved correct.

The RPWFC set up its stations at the indicated ports but it was at Jangsaengpo that it established the center of its operations. In 1901, the RPWFC’s Chinese employees at Jangsaengpo constructed dormitories and a wooden bridge and then in the following year built a processing plant, coal storage and recreation facilities.

INNOVATION AND FAILURE

 Sir Satow’s prediction proved to be correct. In 1898, an Anglo-Russian whaling firm was established by the Nagasaki firm of Holme, Ringer & Co. The company had a single whaler, the Olga, and was not very successful. After only a couple of years of active whaling the company ended up leasing its ship to its Japanese competitor – Nihon Gyogyo. 

In 1899, Nihon Enyo Gyogyo (Japan Ocean Whaling Co.) commonly referred to as the Ichimaru Kaisha, was established by Oka Juro and began whaling in early 1900 – its modern whaling vessel, the Daiichi Choshu Maru, commanded by Captain Morten Petersen – a Norwegian – had a fairly unsuccessful first season.
 
While modern sources indicate that the above companies were not very successful, the trade reports from Wonsan seem to indicate that they were:

“The whaling industry on the eastern coast of Corea has been prosecuted with success during the past year [1900]. Two Russian companies and one Japanese company are now engaged in this industry. To the Japanese company and one of the Russian companies certain privileges have been granted, the first-named being allowed to take whales anywhere on the coast within the 3-mile limit, while the Russian company is permitted to land captured whales at three stations on the coast, where the flesh and blubber are prepared for export. The third company has received no special privileges, and conducts its operation from a treaty port.”

The following year, 1901, another report from Wonsan seems to indicate that the whaling companies were very successful – especially RPWFC:

“The whaling business in the Korean Sea in 1901 is reported to have been very prosperous. The amounts of the duties paid by some whaling companies to the Korean Government are as follows: - 1,532.95 yen by the Japan Ocean Whaling Company, 1,044.75 yen by Messrs. Holme, Ringer and Co. (British) and 3,565.95 yen by the Russian Pacific Whaling Company.” 

But things weren’t as rosy as the report seems to indicate. The Holme Ringer & Co., found it financially more advantageous to lease the Olga to their competitor, Japan Ocean Whaling Company, for a princely sum of 5,000 yen (US$2,500) per month. 
 The Japan Ocean Whaling Company was willing to pay this exorbitant price because it anticipated a good harvest but it had not taken into consideration Mother Nature. On December 2, 1901, the Daiichi Choshu Maru, floundered off the coast of Wonsan during a powerful gale and three crew members were lost. 
 It was a tremendous loss to the Japanese company as it was its only modern vessel except for the leased-Olga. The company, however, managed to scrape together enough money to rent two identical Norwegian-owned ships – the Rex and Reginia
 – paying the Norwegian company 10,000 yen (US$5,000) per month for the ships.
 It went on to become very successful and would rival the RPWFC until the latter’s demise following the Russo-Japanese War.

With the introduction of the other two whaling companies, Keyserling sought to keep ahead of his competitors through innovation. In 1899, following the advice of August Sommermeyer, the company’s engineer, Keyserling purchased a 3,643-ton British steamer for 156,000 roubles (£15,600) and rechristened it the Michail. It was Keyserling’s intention to have the ship converted into the world’s first floating factory steamship but almost immediately there were problems.
 Finding a shipyard to do the conversion was not easy so the company took advantage of the lucrative freight rates and used the ship for nearly two years as a normal freighter netting a fairly large profit. The company’s procrastination probably ended in 1901 after its whaling station on Gaidamak was destroyed by a fire and the Michail was sent to a Danzig shipyard in the winter of 1902/03 for conversion.

After its conversion in Danzig, the Michail was brought to the Pacific where it received its first whale on July 27, 1903. Within four months the ship had processed 98 whales into oil and guano with “a 40% higher utilization of the raw material than would be the case on shore.” but it had fallen far short of its six-whale-a-day quota.
 
In 1903, C.E.S. Wakefield, the commissioner of customs at the Korean port of Wonsan, described the Russians as being very successful in their harvest of some 236 fin-back and humpback whales that had been attracted to the large shoals of herring, sardine and myeng-tae (Alaska pollack). He reported that the Russians “inaugurated a novel method of dealing with the carcasses in employing a factory steamer of over 4,000 tons burthen on which they ‘tried out’ the oil and reduced the mead to dust by means of elaborate machinery, for fertilizing purposes” but noted that their efforts were “said to have been unsuccessful, the machinery being insufficiently powerful.”
 He also speculated that “probably a smaller vessel would have fulfilled all requirements equally well.”
 Even Sommermeyer had to admit that “the ideal was nothing like achieved.” 

Prior to designing the floating factory, Sommermeyer had little practical experience in designing whaling equipment and thus made several mistakes. One of these mistakes was in regards to the rending machinery which had been patterned after machinery used to grind down horse bones. Whale bones are much longer and stronger than horse bones and have to be cut into smaller pieces and then boiled until they are soft enough to be ground down. This wasn’t done on the Michail and caused the machinery to often break down. 

Melsom, the harpoon gunner, was not pleased with a lot of the innovations. He later claimed that the company “was extremely badly managed, had some difficult in processing the catch, and the entire way this enterprise was managed was such a parody that [his] period spent in Russian service was far from encouraging”. He summed it up as “absolute chaos reigned.” 

Despite Melsom’s negative appraisal, the RPWFC was doing very well and soon had a capital of nearly 1.5 million roubles making it one of the largest Russian enterprises in the Far East. At Gaidamak there was a cannery that pickled fish and vegetables in tomato and natural sauces; a barrel factory that produced “barrels for salting of fish, caviar, beer, spirits and etc”; and a sawmill that produced “containers for every purpose including oil, soap, sweets, tea and etc.”

While the foreign whaling companies were enjoying good profits, Korea received very little in the way of duties collected on the whales harvested off of its coast. In 1903, Wakefield complained that the high number of whales harvested added very little wealth to Korea. Even though, for statistical purposes, each whale was judged to be worth 500 yen, Korea received only 20 yen in duties because the whales were caught by foreigners for foreign markets – namely Japan.

THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

Keyserling’s company had another source of income – a source that was kept relatively secret. In the closing months of 1903, few doubted that war would soon breakout in the Far East between Russia and Japan as both countries sought to place Korea within their sphere of control. It was the Russian timber concession along the Yalu River that proved to be the final straw.
The Russian government, in preparation for the likely war with Japan, secretly provided Keyserling’s company with an annual sum of 50,000 roubles in exchange for the company sounding and charting Korean and Japanese waters. 
 And, in the event of war, the entire whaling fleet was to be at the disposal of the Russian navy. At the time, the whaling fleet consisted of the floating factory, Michail; the two whale chasers, Nicholai and the Georgi; a transport ship (name unknown), and eight small sailing schooners used to transport blubber and meat to Japan.

Keyserling’s secret connection with the Russian government wasn’t quite as secret as he may have thought. Angus Hamilton sarcastically declared that the “Pacific Whale Fishing Company, which, plying its trade off the coast of Korea, collects very valuable information of unsurveyed bays and unsounded anchorages, water-holes, coal-deposits, and currents – an occasionally catches a whale.” 

In late January 1904, Japanese papers reported that the Russians were using the whaling vessels “for reconnoitering service in the Corean Strait using Fusan as their home base.” 
 Less than two weeks later the Russo-Japanese War began and Keyserling’s entire whaling fleet – with the exception of the Georgi – was captured by the Japanese and its crews interned as prisoners of war. 

The Georgi made its way to Shanghai where it remained safe from combat but not from violence. Captain Zimenkoff and his wife, electing to live aboard the ship, released the crew but maintained a small Chinese staff to do the household tasks. One morning in mid-May, 1904, a Russian sailor went aboard the ship and, hearing a faint moan coming from the cabin, discovered Captain Zimenkoff mortally wounded – he died an hour later. His wife, discovered nearby in her bed, had already succumbed to her horrific wounds. Both appeared to have been attacked with a hatchet and possibly a knife – indicating that there was more than one assailant.

Although anchored next to the Russian gunboat, Manjour, and, in effect, guarded by its sentries, police suspected that robbery had been the motive for the attack. The Zimenkoffs were “said to have had a good deal of silver and other domestic valuables with them” but of this alleged treasure none was discovered aboard the ransacked vessel. Apparently the perpetrators of this horrible crime were never captured.

POST WAR

The war proved devastating to not only the Russian government but also ended Russia’s whaling industry in Korea. Keyserling had lost over 1,000,000 roubles and was never compensated for the loss of his whaling fleet. He did, however, maintain his facilities at Gaidamak and, in 1906, managed to establish a steamship line operating out of Vladivostok that eventually possessed a fleet of ten ships.
 Once again, war – this time World War I – financially ruined him. His ships were used by the Russian Government with the assurances that they would be returned after peace was established – this never happened. The Russian revolution brought great change and unrest and Keyserling found himself living in Japan, China and finally Germany where he died in 1944.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

The currency conversions were based upon trade reports and other various sources and those in parentheses are approximations.

WHALES CAPTURED BY THE RPWFC

1895  1896    1897    1898    1899    1900   1901   1902    1903

84     56      80      80     188**    70    236    110*    110*
*According to the History of Modern Whaling, the company’s average annual whale catch between 1895-1903 was 110 whales.

** The combined number of whales caught along the coast by the Japanese and Russian companies.
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