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OF THE
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY
KOREA BRANCH
President’s Report for 2012
Looking back from midway through 2013, I think I may say that 2012 was a satisfactory year for the RAS. During the year, we welcomed Mr. Scott Wightman, the incoming British Ambassador, as our new Honory President and we are grateful for his encouragement, although we realize that nowadays ambassadors are too busy to attend many RAS events. We offered our members and the general public some 20 lectures by a variety of speakers on a wide variety of topics. Audiences at lectures ranged from 40 to over 120 and we have been very fortunate to find lecturers who, on the whole, have provided much food for thought in a very entertaining manner. The 2012 Garden Party was held in the garden of the recently arrived American Ambassador; we were most grateful for his kind welcome and for the long time he spent meeting members.
Our other main activity, after lectures, is excursions. We have continued to offer, almost every weekend, one or two excursions, either by bus or walking. Here there are clear signs of a real problem. In the past, our excursions were very popular and were very well attended, but nowadays they are less successful, and several times we have had to cancel a planned tour for lack of interest. Travel in Korea has become so easy that many prefer to make their own plans. At times our announcements have been delayed and there was not enough time for people to fit a tour into their busy schedules. The cost of excursions has always included a small sum designed to cover help the costs of our office, so if revenue from excursions is low, we are unable to cover our expenses. This poses a serious question for our future.
At the same time we sense that people no longer see so much point in becoming members of an association whose activities they have too little time to attend. The pressure on people of all walks of life, from students to businessmen to ambassadors, has grown enormously with the growth of the worldwide economic crisis. We therefore find it much more difficult to attract new members. At the same time, there are many people newly arriving in Korea who might be interested in the RAS, but we do not know how to reach them. This remains a major concern of our Council’s Membership Committee.
At the end of 2011, Sue Bae retired as our General Manager and the year 2012 was marked by the question of how on earth we were going to continue without her. Fortunately, she remains very present, and has given much help in many ways. For the first part of the year we had Ms. Eunji Mah working in the office and for the second half, Mr. Jon Kim served as our Office Manager. 
At the end of 2012 and as we entered 2013, we reorganized and centralized our operations so that our old Christian Building office is now unrecognizable. It contains the entire stock of RAS-published books, which were previously stored in a remote location, a large number of books from other publishers for sale, well displayed on splendid new shelves, and the 3,000 volumes of the RAS Library. At the same time, Ms. Yonjoo Hong began to work as our office manager. Her main task has been to update, systematize and computerize our records and accounting procedures. There is a great deal of work to be done, although we are quite a small organization. We also owe a great deal to Mr Shim, who always sits quietly at the back during lectures, for all his help with book sales, and who worked very hard during the office redecoration to oversee the move of our stock.
In 2012, we introduced several new activities for members: a monthly Reading Group in which those interested read a Korean short story in English translation and then meet to talk about it; a Photography Group in which our former Vice-President Tom Coyner shared his great knowledge of cameras to help members take better photographs; and a monthly visit to the National Museum of Korea guided in English by a member of their staff. Our home page has become far richer, thanks to the hard work of our Web Master Robert Koehler, as a well as Henry Hwang and Patrick Wonderlich who record our lectures and put them up on YouTube, while Patrick is also responsible for our Facebook presence and for formatting our emailed Newsletters.

We are most grateful to our sponsors for their help, especially to PCA Life for their generous donation, and we are always most grateful to the management of Somerset Palace for allowing us to use their Residents’ Lounge free of charge. We were also very grateful to the Santa Fe moving company for moving the books of our Library with great care and at no charge. We were also very grateful to Prain Global for their efforts to represent us to the Korean-language media in the hope of increasing our coverage there. Seoul Selection has most generously included the best of our published books into their international bookstore, where they can benefit from proper publicity. From January 2013 non-members are being asked to pay 7,000 won at the door, instead of the previous 5,000. I hope this will only serve to encourage more people to become members. We would also be more than grateful for additional corporate sponsorship.
The RASKB is a registered non-profit, cultural organization and its governance is in the hands of a Council of some 20 members. I want to thank the officers and Council for all their help during the past 2 years. My term of office ended at the end of 2012, I was looking forward to passing the reins to more competent and younger hands but instead the Council has asked me to serve a second term as President. I have accepted, because I know I can rely on their support and help, and I hope that I can also count on the kind support of all the members and friends of this ancient, venerable and impressive Society as it faces very considerable challenges.
Respectfully submitted
Brother Anthony of Taizé
President, RASKB
Our deep gratitude goes to the following for their generous support :
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RASKB Lectures 2012

January 27, Professor Emanuel Pastreich (Kyung Hee University)

Park Jiwon’s Short Stories: How a Yangban Uncovered the World of Ordinary People

January 31, Professor Yi Song-mi (Academy of Korean Studies)

An Introduction to the Joseon Dynasty Uigwe

February 14, Professor Hijoo Son (Sogang University)

Diasporic Art and Why it Matters in Korea

February 28, Cho, In-Souk (Principal of DaaRee Architect & Associates)

The HMS House: Hanok Restoration and Adaptive Re-use-The HMS Memorial Museum of Literature 

March 14, Lee Chong-ae (Kristen) (SBS-TV)

Competition Dilemma: Has Korean Competition Reached Its limit?

March 27, Carolyn K. Koh Choo (Chung-Ang University)

Traditional Korean Porcelain Culture: The Art and Science of Underglaze Painting

April 10, Prof. Andrei Lankov (Kookmin University)

What does China want in North Korea, and what can be done about this?

April 24, Prof. Chung Hyung-min (Director, Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea)

Confucianism and Traditional Korean Art

May 8, Peter Beck (Asia Foundation)

South Korea's Overseas Development Assistance Experience

May 22, Dae Bong Sunim

Seon (Zen) Meditation and its Benefits 

June 12, Kent Davy

Yankee Knight Errant at the Court of the Emperor Manque: William Franklin Sands and King Gojong in the "Korean Cockpit"

June 26, Dr. Bernhard J. Seliger (Hanns Seidel Foundation)

Return of the cranes – rural development, biodiversity and organic agriculture in Anbyon, North Gangwon province (North Korea)

July 10, Prof. Don Baker (University of British Columbia)

Confucianism and Theism:A look at the life and thought of Tasan Chŏng Yagyong

September 11, Dr. Robert Provine (University of Maryland)

Revolutionaries, Nursery Rhymes, and Edison Wax Cylinders: The Remarkable Tale of the Earliest Sound Recordings of Korean Music 

September 25, Prof. Kathryn Weathersby (Sungshin Women’s University)

The Decision for War in Korea: Revelations from the Russian Archives

October 9, Sister Miriam Cousins

Korea’s Responses to AIDS

October 23, Daisy Y. Kim

Categorizing Migrants: the Making of Multicultural Society in South Korea

November 20, Prof. Hi-chun Park (Inha University)

Energy Policy in Korea with special attention to Nuclear Energy Policy

November 27, Roger Shepherd

Mountains of the Baekdu Daegan in North and South Korea

December 18, Moon Hyun (National Gugak Center)

An Evening of Traditional Korean Music

2012 Excursions

Date  Destination
Number of Participants
Leader

January



30:  Cheolwon



28
Sue Bae

February



26:  Sanjeong Lake & Geungneung Tombs
11
Sue Bae

March



3:  Incheon Kiln Tour 


7
Pablo Barrera

11: Seochon Walking Tour


25
Robert Fouser

17: Yeoju 



16
Brother Anthony

25: Joseon Dynasty Seoul 


11
Peter Bartholomew

31: Changdeok Palace 


4
Pablo Barrera

April



7-8: South Sea lsand and Jinhae

14
Sue Bae

14: Gyeonggi-do Cherry Blossoms 

8
Sue Bae

16: SIWA Cherry Blossoms 

20
Sue Bae

21: Cherry Blossom


7
Sue Bae

21-22: Gyeongju and Namsan

18
Jennifer Flinn

28: Cheollipo Arboretum 


28
Sue Bae

29: Old Incheon 



32
Robert Fouser

May



5: Bukaksan



7
Cha Won-na

13-14: Gyeongju



8
Jennifer Flinn

19: Ganghwa-do



12
Sue Bae

26-27: Jirisan Tea Excursion

20
Brother Anthony

28:  Buddha’s Birthday Seoul

12
Jeremy Seligson
June



17: Old Gunsan



19
Robert Koehler

21-22: Andong 



7
Pablo Barrera
July



7-8: Gangjin



8
Sol June & Pablo
14:  Haeinsa Temple


8
Brother Anthony

28:  Inner & South Seoraksan

15
Sue Bae

August



5: Danyang



12
Sue Bae

18: Seoul History Museum


8
JeremySeligson

26: Dong Gang Rafting


15
Sue Bae

September



1:  Cheong Pyong


13
Sue Bae

5:  Gongju Excursion


7
Tobias Lehmann

23: Suwon



17
Peter Bartholomew

29: Seochun neighborhood


37
Robert Fouser

October



6:  Daehangno and Hyehwadong

16
Robert Fouser

6-7: Andong



25
Jennifer Flinn

13-14: Gangneung


14
Peter Bartholomew

17:  Seoul Street Food


4
Jennifer Flinn

20-21: Seorak-san Tour


16
Sue Bae

21:  Fortress wall of Bugaksan hike
6
Ms Cha

November



3-4: Jirisan



14
David Mason

3 : Gilsan Temple/Furniture museum
22
Jang Song Hyon

10: Old Incheon Excursion


24
Robert Fouser

24: Seoul city wall hike


24
Robert Fouser

