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Alice Hyun and Wellington Chung were Hawaii-born Korean-Americans who chased their ideological dream beyond the Iron Curtain, but became crushed by the regimes of the cold war. Alice may have been executed in North Korea as an alleged US spy around 1956, while Wellington committed suicide in Czechoslovakia in 1963. Their stories are little known but reflect one of the tragic paths of the Korean diaspora during the Cold War era.

Alice Hyun was the first Korean-American to be born in Hawaii in 1903 as the first daughter of Reverend Hyun Soon, a famous Korean patriot and independence movement fighter during the Japanese colonial period. Over the years, manifold images have emerged of Alice Hyun from different intelligence agencies. At first Japanese police argued that she was a communist contact who traveled between Shanghai and Vladivostok to carry out secret missions on behalf of communists in 1923. During the 1945-1948 US military occupation of Korea, the Chief Intelligence officer cried that she was “the devil who ruined our job.” Then North Korea claimed that she was the first lover of Pak Hŏnyŏng, the concurrent Vice-Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs of North Korea, during his stay in Shanghai in the early 1920s, and that she was a US spy. At the same time, the US House Un-American Activities Committee referred to her as un-American and a communist. Most recently, in the early 2000s, South Korean newspapers carried articles calling Alice “Korea’s Mata Hari.”

Her son, Wellington Chung, was born in Hawaii in 1927. He was educated in Honolulu, Los Angeles and Prague. He strove to be a physician and to go to North Korea with his mother. He graduated from the Medical School of Charles University in Prague and became a surgeon. But his mother was put to death in North Korea and his uncles and grandfather in the US were harassed by US authorities. US agencies labeled him a communist, while North Korean officials kept requesting that Czechoslovak security services monitor him. He renounced his US citizenship, but could not get a travel permit to North Korea. He was stuck in Czechoslovakia, at the whim of the security services. He struggled for years to cope, but at last committed suicide.
Alice and Wellington were raised in a Christian family and received good-quality international education. They advocated the Korean cause, and struggled to become independence fighters against the Japanese rule. However, they became entangled in a radical political movement in Korea, China and the US. After Korean liberation, Alice Hyun was determined to join her old companions in North Korea promptly and at any price. She dispatched Wellington Chung ahead of her to Czechoslovakia, and followed him within months to make her way to P’yŏngyang.
This is the story of their destinies based on dense archive and interview research in Korea, Japan, the US, Czechia and Russia. We traveled the world they passed through, and interviewed their family members and acquaintances.
Alice Hyun

Alice Hyun (Hyŏn Miok. 1903-?) became known as “Korea’s Mata Hari” and was the first lover of Pak Hŏnyŏng during his stay in Shanghai in the early 1920s. Her life symbolizes the Korean diaspora that emerged through colonization, the division of the Korean peninsula, the Korean War and the Cold War clash between two opposing regimes.

She was the first Korean baby born in Hawaii to be naturalized as a US citizen. She was educated in Seoul, Shanghai, Japan, and New York City. She was involved with the Korean independence movement and became a communist. After the end of the Pacific War she served on the staff of the US military intelligence organization in Seoul for half a year. She was banished by the US Army Military Government in Korea because of her contacts with Korean and American communists. She struggled to join her colleagues in North Korea, and left an important footprint in Central Europe on her uncertain journey to P’yŏngyang. During the Korean War, she was arrested by the North Korean authorities and was presumably executed around 1956. North Korea argued that she was a US intelligence agency spy cooperating with the traitor Pak Hŏnyŏng.

Alice was born on May 8, 1903, in Hawaii where her father Hyun Soon worked as an interpreter for early Korean immigrants. In the following years, Hyun Soon became a Methodist minister in Korea and served in several churches in Seoul. Alice returned to Korea in 1907 and was raised in Seoul. In 1919 she enrolled in Ewha Girls College. When the March First Movement of 1919 erupted, however, her father moved to Shanghai to support the Korean independence movement, and his family followed him.

Hyun Soon served as a leader of the Korean independence movement in Shanghai. He traveled to Hawaii, Washington DC, Vladivostok and Manchuria on diplomatic missions of the newly established Korean Provisional Government (KOPOGO), as well as to Moscow to request help from the Russians. He was in contact with nationalists as well as socialists to seek their support for the Korean cause, but the tide among Korean patriots in Korea and abroad in the early 1920s was to embrace socialism and welcome Russia’s support. The entire Hyun family was involved with the revolutionary movement in Shanghai, and had good relations with Korean communists there.

In Shanghai, Alice Hyun studied at a Chinese girls’ boarding school. Her family also sent her to study in Japan in the early 1920s. During these years Alice met two men who would forever affect her life. She befriended Chung Jun, a young independence movement fighter who studied in Japan along with Alice. She also met Pak Hŏnyŏng, who eventually became a legend of the Korean communist movement, and chairman of the Korean Communist Party after Korea’s liberation. Alice and Pak Hŏnyŏng could not have imagined in 1920 that their friendship would last a lifetime, that they would reunite in Seoul a quarter century later and that they would eventually perish together in P’yŏngyang. Alice’s younger brother admired Pak Hŏnyŏng as a revolutionary and hoped that Pak might get engaged with his sister.
 But Pak married another independence fighter, Chu Sejuk, in 1920 and Alice married an ardent young patriot, Chung Jun, in 1922.

The March First movement of 1919 was the key factor that led Alice Hyun and Chung Jun to fall in love and get married. Alice Hyun was a daughter of a Korean patriot who strove to transmit and amplify the voice of the Korean independence movement in Shanghai and the United States. Chung Jun had suffered Japanese imprisonment for his participation in the March First Movement.

Alice Hyun became deeply involved in revolutionary activities, and traveled through Korea, Japan, Shanghai and Vladivostok to carry out secret liaison missions for the Korean communist group.
 In 1923, Hyun Soon became a minister of the Korean Methodist Church in Honolulu. The rest of his family joined him there in the following years. Alice Hyun arrived from Shanghai on January 30, 1924, on the Tenyo Maru (Passenger and Crew Lists, 1924). She was appointed a secretary of the Epworth Christian Young Adults’ Association of the Korean Methodist Church in August 1924. In 1927, Alice Hyun divorced Chung for political reasons and because of his affair with another woman. As she was separating from Chung, however, she was already expecting a baby with him. Her son, Wellington Chung, was born in Honolulu.

Alice Hyun traveled back and forth between Hawaii and China during 1927–30.
 She finally settled down in the US in 1930 and became naturalized. In 1931 she enrolled in Hunter College in New York City but by 1935 gave up her study and returned to Hawaii.

Before Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, Alice Hyun probably officially joined the Hawaiian branch of the Communist Party of the USA (CPUSA). Alice and Peter Hyun acted as members of the Hawaiian Communist Party (Holmes, 1994:75–88). Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, CPUSA ordered members to destroy all materials related to the Party and to take a submissive position. Alice and Peter decided not to destroy their materials but to bury a boxful of them on their rented estate near Koko Crater. On May 30, 1943, a farmer plowing the ground found the box full of propaganda booklets and newspapers. He reported his discovery to the military intelligence, who set up a trap to catch the Hyuns. The raid happened on a Sunday, when Alice Hyun was at Robert McElarth’s house with Ichiro Izuka, Ah Quon McElarth and Jack Kimoto, all leaders of the labor unions in Honolulu and key Communist figures in Hawaii. Suspected of bringing in the newly found materials from the Hyun estate, they were arrested by the military intelligence. Alice, Izuka and Kimoto were detained for several hours (Holmes, pp.75-88; Izuka, 1947; HUAC “Scope of Soviet Activity in the United States”).

During the Pacific War, Alice went to serve in the military information agency of the Department of the Army. In November 1945, she was sent to Tokyo and then Seoul as a linguist for civilian sensors. Alice’s brother Peter was serving in Korea at the time. Together they were in contact with South Korean communists including Pak Hŏnyŏng. In the spring of 1946, Alice and Peter Hyun were put under close surveillance by the Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) of the United States Army Forces in Korea (USAFIK). In May the USAFIK Military Intelligence raided the Headquarters of the Korean Communist Party and discovered secret documents titled the “Communist Diary”. Implicated in the discoveries from the raid, the Hyuns were expelled from Korea. Their visit to Korea lasted barely half a year (Chŏng, 2013).
Back in the US, Alice Hyun moved to Los Angeles in the middle of 1946. With her brother Peter, she opened a liquor store at Bunker Hill. The store was a commercial success, and allowed Alice to buy a large house on the outskirts of Los Angeles near Silver Lake. She invited her parents, siblings as well as Wellington to join her there from Hawaii.

During the Pacific War, Hyun Soon had been a strong supporter of the Korean National Revolutionary Party (KNRP, established by the Korean left-wing fighter Kim Wŏnbong in China) and a cofounder of the Korean Independence weekly newspaper in 1943. Hyun Soon was the only senior member in the Korean Independence group who had participated in the independence movement since 1919. Alice Hyun joined her father as a staff member of the paper. She was appointed secretary of the board, member of the standing committee and member of the editorial staff of the paper. She was also appointed secretary of the Korean Democratic Front in North America, and chairwoman of the Korean-Americans for Henry Wallace Committee (FBI 1950b).

During her tenure at the Korean Independence news, Alice Hyun and her son Wellington Chung resolved to set out on a journey to P’yŏngyang. Based on reports that Czechoslovakia might be a suitable transit point, Wellington Chung applied for admission to Charles University in Prague, and left the US in October 1948. Alice Hyun undertook the trip to Prague in February 1949. She would spend nine months there, furthering her political work, before continuing to P’yŏngyang in November.
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Figure 1. Wellington Chung with his mother Alice Hyun at the World Peace Congress, Prague, April 1949 

Front: Kim Ch’angjun (Christian Democratic Party leader and pastor), Han Sŏrya (North Korean writer, Chairman of Korean Writers Association), Pak Chŏngae (Chairwoman of Korean Women’s League) Back: Alice, Wellington

While in Prague, Alice Hyun focused on promoting the issue of Korean independence and unification to the Czechoslovak public, teaching Korean at the Oriental Institute, and reporting on developments in Central Europe to the Korean Independence News. In April, Alice Hyun and Wellington Chung participated in the World Peace Congress – the Prague Section (refer to figure 1).
 Officials of the Korean Democratic Front praised Alice Hyun’s work at the Congress. On August 22, 1949, Alice Hyun served as a delegate to the Second World Festival of Youth and Students and the Youth Congress held in Budapest.

In November Alice Hyun left Prague for Moscow and then for P’yŏngyang. In P’yŏngyang Alice was appointed personal secretary of Pak Hŏnyŏng, now Vice-Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs.
 That is the last reliable report about Alice’s life. 

Reports exist claiming that she was detained at the Moscow airport, just before the Korean War, carrying secret military plans signed by Kim Ilsŏng, and was released to North Korean authorities (Balkansky, 2011, p.136), but the source of this information is unclear. Searches of Russian archives did not yield any evidence of Alice Hyun’s transit through the Soviet Union.

Alice Hyun was probably arrested in March 1953 when widespread arrests of South Korean Communist leaders started in P’yŏngyang. In 1955, contacts of the Czechoslovak embassy in P’yŏngyang still reported that Alice Hyun was alive and working at a high level of the state apparatus, but this could not be confirmed (Bařinka 2014). She was accused of being a US imperialist spy and a liaison between Pak Hŏnyŏng and US intelligence agencies. She was executed around 1956 without standing a formal trial. For her alleged relationship with Pak Hŏnyŏng and her lifelong intelligence service to the movement for Korean independence from Japanese and US occupation, she became known as the Korean Mata Hari.

Wellington Chung

Wellington Chung (1927–1963) was educated in Hawaii, California, and Bohemia. He became the first Korean surgeon in Czechoslovakia (refer to figure 2). He aimed to join his mother in North Korea, but the Korean War and the Cold War broke off their correspondence as well as their chance of reuniting. He was stuck alone in Czechoslovakia. His uncles in Los Angeles were summoned to hearings of the HUAC and threatened for decades with deportation. Known as a communist sympathizer and a son of Alice Hyun, he could not safely return to the US, and could not correspond with his family freely. He renounced his US citizenship, perhaps in a vain hope that this would earn him the trust of communist regimes including North Korea. After the news of Alice’s arrest and execution in P’yŏngyang arrived in Czechoslovakia, he lost all hope of being allowed to leave Czechoslovakia. He struggled to survive, but at the end lost all his resolve and committed suicide. His surviving Czech wife, baby girl, and step-son relocated to California with the help of the Hyun family, and were warmly welcomed by the Hyuns as family members (refer to figure 3).
When Wellington Chung was born in Hawaii on October 4, 1927, his parents were divorced and his mother was caught up in running trans-Pacific missions for the Korean independence movement. He was raised by his grandparents. From his childhood he aspired to become a physician. He completed high school in Honolulu and in 1944 enrolled in the University of Hawaii, taking natural-science subjects. In the following year, while his mother served in Seoul, he became a sailor in the merchant marine, aiming to reunite with his mother in Korea. He sailed out of New York City in January 1946 and visited Poland, Denmark, Panama, Canada and China on the way. He planned to enter Korea from China, but could not disembark because of civil war in China.
 He finally reunited with his mother in Los Angeles in the middle of 1946 and they settled down together. Wellington enrolled in the pre-medical program at the University of California – Los Angeles.
Wellington Chung shared his mother’s dream of supporting the reorganized Communist party in Korea. Having been acquainted with the Korean Communist leadership, they were eager to join the administration in P’yŏngyang. However, they both failed to take root in Seoul. As they supported the independence cause through their work with Korean organizations in Los Angeles, they searched for opportunities to reestablish contact with the P’yŏngyang leadership.

At that time, Professor Han Hŭngsu’s correspondence with Koreans in Los Angeles delivered new inspiration on how to support the P’yŏngyang regime, and perhaps even eventually resettle to North Korea. In the fall of 1947, Wellington Chung resolved to go to Charles University in Prague for his medical studies and to continue to North Korea when the situation allowed it. He may have also reasoned that there was little chance for an Asian to become a medical doctor in the US, so it would be better to study medicine in Moscow or Prague. He joined the CPUSA-affiliated Mike Quinn Club of students (FBI 1950b:43), either under the influence of Alice, uncle Peter, and other Hyun family elders, or in preparation to travel to the socio-democratic bloc. He applied to the Medical College of Charles University.
In October 1948, Wellington Chung traveled to Prague, carrying a letter written by a group of four Korean nationalists in California to Kim Ilsŏng and Pak Hŏnyŏng.
 Upon reaching Prague on October 20, 1948, Wellington Chung passed this letter to Korean delegates traveling to P’yŏngyang, settled down, and started learning the Czech language.

During his studies in Prague, Wellington Chung pursued various political activities.
 He participated as an observer in the 1949 World Peace Congress and the 1950 Second World Student Congress in Prague. During the Korean War, Wellington Chung wrote a brochure for the International Union of Students on “Students in the Struggle for Korean Independence,” possibly even publishing an abstract of it in a Czech newspaper.
 He served in the press department of the International Union of Students
 and as secretary of the Association of American Refugees in Czechoslovakia. During the Korean War Wellington Chung organized two fundraising events for the Korean cause.
 He taught English at the Institute for Modern Languages in Prague, and later gave conversation lessons to his colleagues. He translated two art books into English.

He already spoke English with the proficiency of a native (Vácha, 2013), and was fluent in Korean. In Czechoslovakia he also became fluent in Czech and German. In the spring of 1949 Wellington Chung was finally admitted in the medical program of Charles University. His studies were funded by his mother as well as possibly by the American Youth for Democracy (FBI 1950b:43). Wellington joined a community of expatriates whom he met through his university and his political activities. Wellington Chung’s contacts with Koreans, on the other hand, were limited. North Korean delegates at student congresses that he attended were reluctant to associate with him, as were North Korean students studying in Prague or the North Korean embassy staff themselves.

Wellington Chung was allowed to graduate and was certified as a physician in February 1955. He was assigned by the Ministry of Health to a district hospital in Ružomberok, Slovakia, about as far as it gets from Prague.
 He was then ready to start planning his departure for P’yŏngyang, and so he applied for a Korean entry visa.
 At this time, North Korean and US embassies inquired to the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs about Wellington Chung’s status in the country. The State Security Service started to monitor Wellington Chung and in February 1956 reported that “at his place of residence and at his workplace, he associates with people who generally have a negative attitude toward our national democratic establishment.”
 The North Korean embassy denied Wellington his entry permit, and informed the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs that North Korea did not object to anything that Czechoslovak authorities did to him.
 The State Security Service took advantage of his vulnerable state and his relations in the expatriate community, and trapped him into becoming an informant.

Wellington Chung was caught in Czechoslovakia, because he could not continue to P’yŏngyang, nor could he go back to Los Angeles, due to his mother’s, uncles’ and own record of political engagement. In 1958 he got into a relationship with a fellow medical worker in his hospital, Anna Šafránková (née Šoltýsová), and begot a baby with her. That year the North Korean embassy once again enquired about Wellington Chung’s status in the country, either because he applied again for an entrance visa or in connection with his mother’s conviction and demise in P’yŏngyang, stoking once again the interest of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and formal correspondence between the Ministry and the embassy.
 Wellington Chung stayed under state surveillance – his mail censored and someone named Mr. Ruda watching over him
 – and was not allowed to travel abroad. Wellington Chung’s daughter Tabitha was born in October 1958, amid these precarious existential conditions in Wellington’s life.
 Wellington married Anna, forfeited his US citizenship and became naturalized as a father of a Czechoslovak woman’s baby.
  In his own words to Czechoslovak authorities: “I do not know my mother’s whereabouts, and I have never met my father, so I live apart from any close relatives, and I want to start my own family here.”

After gaining recognition as a physician, Wellington Chung coauthored three research articles to be published in scientific journals,
 and presented his research at domestic medical symposia.
 In 1962, Wellington Chung was appointed the head physician of anatomical pathology and chief of hospital laboratory in Cheb.
 However, this professional success did not translate into a sense of personal fulfilment for Wellington Chung. He was trapped. By now he knew that his mother had perished, and he gave up hope of reuniting with his US relatives. Always an outsider, distrusted by local authorities, and shackled by what the security services knew about him into being their informant, he was bound to live a restricted existence. On October 28, 1963, the national holiday celebrating Czechoslovakia’s independence from Austria-Hungary, Wellington Chung took his life.
 He went to his laboratory and overdosed on medications. The circumstances of his death are unclear, as there was no police record made, and Czechoslovak security services have since destroyed the majority of Wellington Chung’s files as part of standard procedures.

The Korean Independence News and the 2 Korean Radicals 
When Alice and Wellington traveled to Prague, two other Korean-Americans accompanied them. One, Lee Samin, succeeded at getting to P’yŏngyang but disappeared along with Alice Hyun. The other, Sunwoo Hakwon (Harold Sunwoo), was refused entry to North Korea and had to return to the US.

Their relationship and story traces back to the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war of 1937. The Korean society in the US started a movement to support anti-Japanese war efforts of the Chinese people and of the KOPOGO in China. The movement advocated military measures against Japanese troops in China and raised funds for war efforts of the Chinese and Koreans. After the Pearl Harbor attack, the group organized a US branch of the KNRP, and started publishing the Korean Independence News.

In late 1944 a wide-spread split arose among KNRP members regarding whether to favor KOPOGO or not. Pro-KOPOGO members joined the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in early 1945. After the end of the Pacific War, the KNRP was disbanded and the ex-OSS members gathered around the Korean Independence News in Los Angeles. The Korean Independence News thus became the center for Korean independence movement fighters in the US. But the Korean Independence News staff became more and more radical, because they followed the rhetoric of South Korean communists including their stance against the US Army Military Government in Korea, against the right wing, against Syngman Rhee, being pro-left-wing and pro-North-Korean. That led to their isolation in the Korean-American society that was mostly very conservative and held Christian views.

The Korean Independence group was eager to establish contact with the North Korean leadership and wanted to receive news about the political development on the Korean peninsula. In October 1946, Korean architect Kim Kyŏnghan arrived in the US from Czechoslovakia and brought the news that his colleague, archeologist Han Hŭngsu, was residing in Prague and successfully engaging in correspondence with North Korean leaders. Kim Kyŏnghan and Han Hŭngsu had studied in Central Europe, and during World War II lived in Prague and contributed to the founding of Korean studies at Charles University. The Korean Independence group established contact with Han Hŭngsu and started publishing his articles on the political situation in Europe and other progressive theses. Their relationship would continue until the moment Han Hŭngsu received a North Korean visa and embarked on his journey through Moscow to P’yŏngyang in March 1948.

The Korean Independence group thus discovered a channel allowing the transmission of correspondence – and eventually even personal passage – to North Korea, through Czechoslovakia. The key members of the Korean Independence News started sending letters of support to the North Korean leadership (via Prague or Seoul), and dreaming of their own return to North Korea. The most famous letter was written by Lee Samin and Sunwoo Hakwon on November 15, 1948, to Kim Ilsŏng and Pak Hŏnyŏng. This letter was discovered by the US Army at the building of the North Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs in P’yŏngyang during the Korean War. The letter contained the names of seven Korean communists in the US: Choonho Penn, Diamond Kimm and Alice Hyun in Los Angeles, Sunwoo Hakwon and Lee Samin in Seattle, and Shin Doosik and Kwak Chungsoon in New York. According to this letter, the seven communists were attempting to get in touch with P’yŏngyang through the channel that Han Hŭngsu had identified, and pledged to support the P’yŏngyang regime. This letter was used as critical evidence to accuse Korean radicals in the US of pro-communist and un-American activities.
The radical group in the US saw their return to North Korea as their only hope. Their travel visas to South Korea had been rejected by US authorities.
 Their letter to Kim Ilsŏng and Pak Hŏnyŏng stated that the way back to P’yŏngyang via South Korea was impossible. “The only way to repatriate is through East European countries.” At his testimony in front of the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), Sunwoo Hakwon commented that “at the time there was no diplomatic mission in Eastern European countries. If there was, we wouldn’t hesitate to use it. We are referring here primarily to Dr. Han, individually” (Testimony of Harold W. Sunwoo, p.6501).

After Han Hŭngsu’s successful transit to P’yŏngyang in 1948, four members of the Korean Independence group – Wellington Chung, Alice Hyun, Lee Samin and Sunwoo Hakwon – tried reaching P’yŏngyang via Czechoslovakia during 1949–1950. They were all naturalized US citizens who had the liberty to travel and got entry visas from the Czechoslovak embassy in the US. They left the US voluntarily to support the Korean cause, even before the political situation on the peninsula settled, at substantial risk to their lives. Indeed, the Korean War erupted within 1–2 years of their departure from the US. They all stayed in Czechoslovakia for an extended period of time and all integrated their layover into their political work for the benefit of the Korean independence movement. Their fates, however, differed. Wellington Chung studied and practiced medicine in Czechoslovakia, but faced hardships because of his political background, and eventually committed suicide. Alice Hyun and Lee Samin succeeded at arriving in P’yŏngyang in 1949, joined the government administration, but fell out of favor in the aftermath of the Korean War and were likely executed as US spies around 1956. Sunwoo Hakwon received his doctoral degree at Charles University in Prague, but then returned to the US.

Lee Samin (Lee Kyŏngsŏn, Yi Sen Min. 1900-?) was an ordained minister of the Methodist church who came to the US on a mission in 1938.
 He became radicalized in the following years, and advocated military measures against Japanese invaders in China and Korea. He joined the Korean Independence News, and in 1945 served as an agent of the OSS in China (OSS, 1945). After World War II, he changed his name from Kyŏngsŏn to Samin, denoting a person who is concerned about other people, started presenting himself as a communist, and joined the CPUSA in Seattle. He became a naturalized US citizen on account of his military service. In 1949 he followed Wellington Chung and Alice Hyun on a journey through Czechoslovakia to P’yŏngyang where his family still lived and where his political utopia lay. In P’yŏngyang, he worked for the North Korean government during the years before 1952. Then, Lee Samin was arrested along with Alice Hyun, and they were tried for their alleged links with Western powers. North Korean indictment documents argued that Lee Samin and Alice Hyun entered Czechoslovakia pretending to be political emigrants. Pak Hŏnyŏng allegedly granted them North Korean entry visas by the order of the commander of USAFIK, secured them important government offices, and promoted their spying activities.
 Lee was singled out as a critical figure connecting Pak Hŏnyŏng and US intelligence agencies. Lee’s career as an OSS agent for the Korean independence movement was used as hard evidence about his involvement with the US intelligence agency and about his spying activities. He was presumably executed around 1955–56.

The other person, Sunwoo Hakwon (Harold Sunwoo. 1918-2015) was a renowned activist fighting for Korean independence and reunification.
 He was educated in mission schools and hoped to become a minister. He came to the US in 1938 and studied at the Bible Institute in Los Angeles, Pasadena Junior College, University of California – Berkeley, and University of Washington. He became radicalized and a communist sympathizer during the Sino-Japanese and Pacific Wars. During 1945, he served in the US Army Air Force in Phoenix, Arizona. For his service he was naturalized in December 1945. Sunwoo Hakwon then joined the US Communist Party in Seattle. As of January 1947, he was the Educational Director of the 32nd Section of the party (Kings County, Washington). He became a dedicated communist who gave seminars to criticize US involvement in South Korea, and who subscribed to CPUSA’s magazine Political Affairs and to the collected writings of Vladimir Lenin.

After the war, he joined the ranks of the Korean Independence news, and in 1949 traveled to Prague in his colleagues’ footsteps. He enrolled in the History program at Charles University, and successfully submitted his doctoral dissertation in May 1950.
 North Korea, however, declined to issue him a travel permit to P’yŏngyang, so he returned to the US voluntarily. He left Prague on May 22, 1950, and returned via Austria and Italy to the US just before the outbreak of the Korean War.

The FBI and CIA interviewed him several times during the Korean War. He also had to testify at the HUAC hearings in Seattle. He confessed that he had been a communist but claimed that he turned his back on communism after his experience in Czechoslovakia. He renounced his past activities and communist ideology. He was the only Korean-American testifying at the HUAC who received a favorable hearing from the congressmen. He survived the McCarthy witch hunts unscathed, and was allowed to lead a long and successful life. After returning to the US, he worked in the editorial office of the San Francisco Chronicle. 

He continued as a public figure in the Korean-American society in California, joining the democratization and reunification movements after the 1960 fall of the Syngman Rhee government. By the 1980s he had become a leading figure in the movements. He led a long and successful career writing Political Science books and lecturing at universities. He visited North Korea many times and got a Prize for the Reunification of the Fatherland by the North Korean government. He passed away in 2015 and was buried in P’yŏngyang.

Postscript
Wellington Chung took his life shortly after his family arrived in Cheb, before his wife could find a job of her own or develop any sort of personal connections. After Wellington’s passing, Anna had nowhere to go, and no family who could help her cope with the misfortune. She returned to Karlovy Vary where she had old friends, and resumed work in the hospital laboratory. Her children were old enough so that Anna could leave them to take care of themselves, and went to work as the family’s sole bread winner. Anna and the children were traumatized, but returning to their familiar environment helped them deal with the tragedy better. Anna’s interaction with her ex-colleagues and the children’s games with their old friends helped to soothe their sorrows (Kunešová, 2013). Tabitha started going to kindergarten and later elementary school, and Jan finished his middle and high school. After high school, Jan decided that school was not for him, and enrolled in vocational school to become an auto mechanic.
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Wellington’s portrait photograph, ca.1955 (courtesy Eleanor Wheeler, 2013)

Anna stayed in touch with Wellington’s relatives in California. She had received instruction in English language from Wellington, and started studying the language intensively now. Wellington’s grandparents regarded her and her children as family members and tried to help them. Finally in 1969 the grandparents managed to arrange an escape route for Anna and her children to the US. On March 25, 1969, the family left Czechoslovakia for Klagenfurt, Austria, and from there they traveled to the US.
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Figure 3. Wellington’s Family, ca.1974 (courtesy Eleanor Wheeler, 2013)

Photo taken by Eleanor Wheeler Sr. Note on the back states that Tabitha was 15 years old. Front: Anna, Tabitha, Jan, Mary Hyun. Back: David Hyun, George S. Wheeler.
In Los Angeles, Wellington Chung’s relatives took care of the family financially as well as socially. Anna was introduced to a family acquaintance, David C. Walden. Within three months, on July 24, 1969, they got married in Los Angeles. At that time Anna was 42 years old and David was 54. They moved together into a small suburban house by a water reservoir, north of Pasadena. Tragically for Anna, David died of a stroke several years later (Kunešová, 2013). Tabitha attended high school and California State University – Los Angeles, and became a public health nurse. Thus, Tabitha survived the tragedies afflicted on her parents and grandparents by political regimes of all persuasions, and finally realized the dreams of Alice and Wellington’s for a free and peaceful future.
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