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President’s Report for 2017
The year 2017 was a good one for our Society, with lectures well-attended and a small but rewarding program of excursions, to say nothing of our other activities. The most important event was the decision of our Manager, Yonjoo Hong, to begin full-time studies for a Ph.D. in September. This meant that she could not continue to work for us and we were obliged to begin a search for a replacement. I want to express our deep gratitude to Yonjoo for the long hours she spent ensuring the continuing survival and prosperity of the RAS. 

Fortunately our former Vice-President and long-term member, Tom Coyner, offered his services, together with those of his wife, Yeri Choi, to serve as joint General Managers. With their extensive business experience, and their long association with the RAS, they have been able to take charge of every aspect of the life of RAS Korea with great efficiency. We are most grateful for their enthusiasm and dedication, especially when it comes to ensuring that our members are fully informed about upcoming activities, as well as looking after our financial affairs. 

We were very grateful to the staff of the US Embassy who allowed us to hold our Garden Party in the grounds of the Ambassador’s residence, despite there being currently no ambassador. It was a very successful party, enjoyed by many members and guests in beautiful weather. We are grateful to all who helped prepare and run it.

I am now in my eighth year as RAS Korea President and I want to express my deep gratitude to our officers and Council members. It is they who ensure the continued renewal of all our activities, finding new destinations and leaders for our excursions, leading study groups, helping to find interesting lecturers, and sometimes identifying a potential sponsor.

Our financial situation is not an easy one. Membership dues are our chief source of revenue, and we are always hoping for more new members to join us. Our organization is not so well-known or prestigious that it can easily obtain funding from businesses or foundations. We were extremely grateful to Naver for a year’s very generous support but that has now ended. Seoul Cyber University continues to be very kind to us. As also the Korean division of Chevron. Thank you so much. Very special thanks are due to the management of Somerset Palace for allowing us to use their Lounge for our lectures, year after year. It is a very great gift. We are most grateful

One new activity in recent years has been the result of our relationship with the National Museum of Korean Contemporary History. When the Museum holds a special exhibition, it invites our members for a private guided tour led by a curator, after which the group is offered sandwiches and coffee, then an RAS member gives a further talk on the topic of the exhibition. These visits have been well attended and are much appreciated.

Our excursions are now mainly composed of walking visits to areas of Seoul. In this way we are able to avoid the heavy weekend traffic out of and back into Seoul, and offer shorter events at a time when everyone seems to be busier than before. By contrast, we are most grateful to Tom Coyner for organizing an overseas in-depth excursion at the Lunar New Year. In 2017 and again in 2018 this meant a week or so spent in the beautiful land of Bhutan, with highly qualified guides. The 2017 visit, especially, involved a very large group of nearly 30 people. Those who have gone on these adventures have been unanimous in their praise and we hope to continue to offer overseas excursions in future.

Another shared activity is the Seoul Colloquium in Korean Studies, which the RAS launched some eight years ago. We now have regular monthly sessions in the Asiatic Research Institute, Korea University, cohosted with the École Française d’Extrême-Orient. Usually one speaker presents a topic from some part of Korean Studies, followed by a discussion. Next year Korea will be celebrating the centenary of the March 1 Movement. Perhaps it will be possible to have some RAS lectures on topics related to that, or even help organize a larger conference.

I want to welcome new members who have recently joined the RAS and thank those of you who renew your membership year by year. These signs that our activities are worthwhile are reassuring and we will continue to provide what we hope are interesting activities for you to enjoy.

Brother Anthony

President, RAS Korea

General Manager’s Report for 2017
The year 2017 was a pivotal year. After five years of Ms. Yonjoo Hong commendably transforming the administration of our Society from the 20th century of pencils, postage, paper and faxes to the 21st century of email and cloud-based business applications, she chose to further her studies to pursue her Ph.D. at Ajou University. After a false start in finding a replacement, Tom Coyner and his wife Yeri Choi volunteered to assume responsibilities and duties of general administration. Unlike the past, to simplify matters in terms of taxes and employer liabilities, the general administration was for the first time outsourced to Soft Landing Korea, a business consulting company owned by Tom and Yeri. This move greatly simplified taxes and removed severance accrual and payment necessities.

Financially, the year was a good one. We would have broken even, but since in previous years we had neither accrued the pension payout obligation on the books nor funded the same on an annual basis, when Ms. Hong left the RAS-KB, we paid out in full measure the legally mandated severance pay. The amount of the severance payout coincidentally came to amount of the 2017 deficit. Fortunately, we had adequate reserve funds. Again, from the time we outsourced the administration of the Society, there has not been nor will there be this liability.

Due to changes of the marketplace with book sales commonly being placed through Internet websites and the greater acceptance of e-books, our books sales have plummeted. We still have the largest selection (and inventory) of books in English on Korea. We expect this trend to continue and liquidation/removal of our book inventory is likely to be an increasing concern.

In the early part of 2017, some of our members openly expressed their concern that we were attracting inadequate numbers of young people and our topics for excursions and even lectures may be becoming too limited. This November, we conducted the first ever members’ opinion survey that greatly confirmed our concerns as well as produced new ideas for improvement.
From this year, 2018, we are continuing with tried and true topics for lectures and excursions. But we are also adding new and more contemporary topics and activities, such as a lecture on the LGBTQ community in Korea, going out to experience the unique excitement of a Korean baseball game, and enjoying an evening of Korean jazz, where almost all of the musicians were originally classically trained. 
We are also reaching out to other expatriate organizations, such as the German Club, and other like social clubs to help create a greater sense of community. While we remain fundamentally a Korean Studies research forum, we recognize the need for additional fellowship that is an integral part of any society. Our goal is to attract and retain about five new members a month, with a special focus on young foreign and Korean people. At the same time, we will strive to further serve our more senior members by providing the services they have come to expect. That includes our unilateral decision in early 2018 to reduce overseas biannual membership fees from $75 to just $50. At the same time, we plan to raise our current student annual membership from the long-time, current rate of just W30,000. Furthermore, we plan to increase the participation fees for non-members as we have discovered several non-members rationalizing it is cheaper to remain as a non-member and pay the little extra money of the upcharge for non-members whenever they participate in our fee-charging activities. 
Lastly and very importantly, we work to improve on what we are doing today by regularly questioning whether our current procedures and practices are still relevant and essential – while considering what else is needed for the Society to move to the completion of its second one hundred years. In so doing, we hope to attract sponsorships as well as new members. Part of the challenge is lifting the bushel off our bright light as Korea becomes more relevant around the world with each passing year. Not only for us, but also for many other worthwhile causes, sponsorships are becoming increasingly difficult to obtain. Less often sponsorships are given out simply for the sake of the community and global good, but more often to advance the sponsor’s brand or products. We have no argument with that thinking, but do find this rationalization creating more challenges than in the past. We at the RAS-KB remain uniquely positioned on the ground to provide English language coverage of Korea in the widest array of expanding perspectives. As such, we endeavor to further promote our reputation and thereby earn support from outside parties in Korea and from other parts of the world.             

Tom Coyner.
RAS Lectures 2017

January 10, Andrew Salmon
The Korean War: Who Won? Who Lost? Who Cares?

January 24, Robert Neff 
Ghostly Encounters of Modern Korea

February 7, Se-Wong Koo
The Meaning of Park Geun-hye: South Korean Democracy at the Crossroads

February 28, Kim Dong-Jin 
Homer B. Hulbert, Hidden Hero of Korea and Pride of America

March 14, Kathryn Weathersby
The Joint Communiqué of July 4, 1972: Korea’s First Agreement on Unification: What was behind it?

March 28, Robert Fouser 
The 386 Generation and the Quest for the “Good Country”
April 11, Michael Breen 
Public Sentiment and its Place in Modern Korea

April 25, Adrian Buzo
Do we learn nothing from writing history? Ten reflections after writing a modern history of the two Koreas

May 10, Christian Barde 
Seoul Global City in a pan-organizational environment 

May 23, Yi Song-Mi 
Korean Art in East Asian Contexts

June 7, David Fields 
A Mere Scrap of Paper: The 1882 Korean-American Treaty, Syngman Rhee, and the Division of Korea

June 27, Viktoriya Kim 
Re-visiting the 1937 deportation of ethnic Koreans to Central Asia

July 11, Eugene Y. Park 
The Progeny of Fallen Royals: The Gaeseong Wang in Joseon Korea 
July 25, Jin Y. Park 
Women and Buddhism: Engaging Zen Master Kim Iryŏp

September 12, Andrei Lankov
The cracks in the alliance: the Soviet Union and North Korea in 1955-1960

September 26, David Straub 
Anti-Americanism in Contemporary South Korea

October 17, Ross King 
“I thank Korea for her books:” James Scarth Gale, Korean Literature in hanmun, and Allo-metropolitan Missionary Orientalism

October 31, William Mako 
IMF 20 years

November 14, Daniel S. Oh 
Remembering Yongsan Garrison: An Urban Memory Archive Project

November 28, David Mason 
The Dragon King

December 5, Woo-seok Kong 
The Korean Red Pine: a companion from cradle to grave

December 19, Brian Myers 
North Korea’s Unification Drive

2017 Excursions 2017

Saturday, February 18, 
Visit to the House of Sharing

Wednesday, March 1, 
Sungkyunkwan’s Confucian ceremony (Boudewijn Walraven, Jon Dunbar)

Saturday, April 15, 
Petroglyphs and Other Ancient Remains of Ulsan

Sunday, April 22, 
Exploring the Eastern Sections of Seoul Fortress Wall (Robert Fouser)

Wednesday, May 3, 
Buddha’s Birthday in Seoul (Jeremy Seligson)

May 20-21 
Tea in Jirisan (Br Anthony)

Saturday, June 10, 
Garden Party

Saturday, June 24,

Cheollipo Arboretum & Seosan (Veronica Kang, Seoul Gastro Tours)

Saturday, July 29,

Goseong County DMZ Tour (Steven Tharp)

September 2-3,

Woraksan National Park, Gosu Cave & Chungju Lake (Sue Bae)

Saturday September 23,

Seonunsa and a traditional Onggi potter’s studio (Br Anthony)

November 4,

SAN Museum (Kathryn Weathersby)
National Museum of Contemporary Korean History

April 19,
Coming Home After 67 Years
July 12,

Democracy Achieved: The Power of People
October 25,

The Portrait of Youth
December 20, 
Korean Sports, History Written in Sweat 
Business & Culture Club 2017
The Business & Culture Club meeting is held at midday every 3rd Tuesday of the month for people with little spare time. 
February 21, 
The Money Museum at the Bank of Korea
March 21, 
Seoul Station Overpass from Above
April 18, 
Royal Tombs & Gwangtonggyo Bridge
May 16, 
The Alleys of Jongno
June 20, 
Seoullo 7017
September 19, 
Deoksugung Perimeter

October 24, 
Wongudan
November 21, 
Bosingak Bell Tower Ringing
December 19, 
Seoul City Hall
Reading Club
Met most months in 2017 in the library of Jongno District Office to talk about a Korean short story read in advance in English translation.
January 2, 
“The Night Nobody Returns Home” by Kim Soom
February 6, 
“Sad Contradiction” by Yang Geon-sik
March 6, 
“Guide to Seoul Cave” by Kim Mi-wol
April 3, 

“That Woman’s Autobiography” by Kim In-Suk
May 15, 
“In the Mood for Love” by Gu Hyo-seo
June12, 

“The Battle of Dragon with Dragon” by Sin Ch’ae-Ho
July 3, 

“Variations on Darkness” by Kim Wŏn-il.
September 4, 
“Nakdong-gang” by Cho Myong-Hui.
November 6 
“Blooms of Mold” by Ha Seung-nan.
Photography Workshops by Tom Coyner
April 14

Basics of Photography Refresher
May 3

Photographing Festivals (on Buddha’s Birthday)
June 3


Principles of Composition
July 8

Basic Portraits

September 2
Street Photography

October 14
Principles of Great Landscapes

Culinary Club
May 13 

Jeondaegamdaek
May 26

North Korean food at Cheogajip
July 6

Summer Beer Sampling
October 26
Special Night of Traditional Korean Drinks & Foods
RAS-KB Librarian’s Report Jan 2017-May 2018

I am pleased to report that, as of February 2018, the RAS Library currently has over 3,300 items (including duplicate items). The catalogue for the Library is online at https://goo.gl/ZRknZW. Use the find function under the Edit tab to search for items. The RAS library is housed in the RAS office, where books can be consulted by prior appointment.
We welcome contributions from our members to help our collection grow. 
During the past eighteen months, the RASKB Library has received the 2016 and 2017 editions of the following journals from research institutions and fellow branches of the Royal Asiatic Society:

Diplomatic White Paper Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Japanese Religions Christian Center for the Study of Japanese Religions

Journal of Contemporary Korean Studies National Museum of Korean Contemporary History

Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the R.A.S. MBRAS (Royal Asiatic Society, Malaysia Branch)

Journal of the RAS Hongkong Branch Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. Hong Kong Branch

Korea Journal
Korean National Commission for UNESCO

Tenri Journal of Religion Tenri Daigaku

Transactions of Asiatic Society of Japan

Zinbun Institute for Research in the Humanities, Kyoto University

A partial list of acquisitions purchased for the Library:

Ambassadors’ Memoir: U.S.-Korea Relations Through the Eyes of the Ambassadors.
Anti-Americanism in Democratizing South Korea. Straub, David
Day in the Life of Kubo the Novelist, A.
Pak, Taewon; Park Sunyoung (trans)
From Dolmen Tombs to Heaven’s Gate: Understanding World Heritage in Korea. Kim, Young Hoon
From Pusan to Panmunjom. Gen. Paik, Sun Yup

Hidden History of the Korean War. Stone, I. F.

Kathy Stephens’ Korea 1975-1977 심은경 당은 한국. 1975-1977 U S Embassy, Seoul Korea
Korean Business Etiquette. de Menthe, Boye Lafayette

Korean Martyr Saints, The: Founders of a church.
Korean History 1945-1948. Lee, Wan-bom; Chong Kyongran, trans

Korean Sprituality. Baker, Don
No Fire Next Time: Black-Korean conflicts and the future of America’s cities. Joyce, Patrick D.

Olympic Boulevard. Lee, Phillip Ohno; Cha, John, trans

Once Around the Sun. Steyn, Melanie
Seoul’s Historic Walks. Cho, In-souk; Koehler, Robert

Seoul Sub-Urban. Usher, Charles 
Sex Among Allies: Military Prostitution in U.S. - Korea Relations. Katharine H. S. Moon

In addition to the list above, in January 2017, the RAS Library received various donations from members, including a donation from Mr. Lowell Heskin, who sent books from the estate of Charles Norman Nelson, a former teacher at Seoul American School. Among the books in the donation was a first edition of the book Japan Inside Out, written by Syngman Rhee. In March 2018, the RAS Library received a generous donation of books from the current RASKB Secretary, Ms. Elizabeth-Gay Kraft, numbering about fifty items that include several books and speeches written by the presidents of Korea. We thank Mr. Heskin and Ms. Kraft for their donations.

If members have any books of interest that they would like to donate to the RASKB, please contact the Librarian at the address below or contact our office manager at royalasiatickorea@gmail.com. We would prefer not to be sent duplicate copies of books already in the library, since the space available is limited. 
Michael T. Welles

Librarian, Royal Asiatic Society, Korea Branch

mtwelles@gmail.com

