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President’s Report for 2018
The year 2018 already seems far away as I write in May 2019! I was asked to continue as President for a further two years in the autumn, but I hope that by the end of 2020 we will be able to welcome a new and younger President. 

What strikes most is the continuing decline in the number of excursions using buses, in favor of walking tours inside of Seoul. The difficulty of getting out of Seoul and back at weekends is certainly one factor, while using a train then a local bus sends the price up a lot, but we are also facing a lack of members able to lead interesting new excursions, and the reality that there are many attractive alternative ways of spending a weekend in and around Seoul now. Attendance at lectures remained good and our other groups met regularly. It is certain, however, that the number of active (dues-paying) members is decreasing. Several longterm members left Korea during the year and we are finding it difficult to make our activities known to new arrivals.


The main change in 2018 was the way Tom Coyner and his wife Yeri Choi took up the challenge of being our General Manager after Yonjoo Hong found it impossible to continue because of her enrollment in a course of doctoral studies. We were most grateful to Tom and Yeri, especially when they continued to fulfill their responsibilities in the midst of a family tragedy. 


During the autumn I was obliged to sound the alarm regarding our financial situation. It looked as though we would have completely exhausted our resources by the end of the year and be unable to cover even our basic expenses. A good number of our members responded very generously to our appeal for help, some making donations or taking out life membership in order to help us out. Then an article about our venerable history and current plight in a major Korean newspaper brought several very generous offers of help from Korean foundations and organizations. Thanks to them we are able to face the immediate future with rather less anxiety.

Still, at the start of 2019 we undertook a revision of our ways of operating in order to reduce our monthly expenses, relying more on volunteers and hiring a part-time Programs Coordinator instead of a Manager. It remains that our only hope of long-term survival is a significant increase in paid-up membership, and an increase in the numbers participating in our activities. It is well-known that the most frequently used word to describe life in Korea is “busy” and the RAS is certainly suffering because everyone is so tied up with other obligations.

I would like to thank our Officers and Council members for their support and encouragement throughout the year. I hope that by the time I come to write the report for 2019 for next year’s Transactions, I will have more joyful news to share. I am grateful to all our members for their kind words and faithful attendance at our events. In 2018 our Garden Party was held in the British Ambassador’s garden. We welcomed Simon Smith as the new ambassador, and our new Honorary President, early in the year and we were very grateful for his kind welcome, together with his wife Sian Stickings. The party was extremely well attended and generally accounted a great success.

In conclusion, I would like to remind you that our office houses a collection of books for sale, including some that are now unobtainable elsewhere. It also contains our library, which continues to grow slowly. You are welcome to pay a visit. We are making every effort to ensure that the office is usually open and ready to welcome you.


With my sincere best wishes and thanks.
Brother Anthony

President, RAS Korea

RAS Lectures 2018
January 9  Ned Forney: 
The Hungnam evacuation

January 23  Suk Jihoon: 
Making Records of All Kinds of Korean Music, 1906: The Earliest Korean Musical Recordings and Their Historical Significance.

February 6 Maija Devine: 
Asian Beliefs: How Chinese Zodiac Signs Affect Women

February 27 Henny Savenije: 
Understanding the Importance of Classifying Old Maps of Korea

March 13 Michael Devine: 
The Korean War Remembered: An international perspective

March 27 Matt VanVolkenburg: 
The Suppression of Youth Culture in 1970s South Korea

April 10 David Kendall: 
Cropping Korea: Shifting National Characters on Display at Changgyeong-gung, -won, - Palace, - Zoo, -gung

April 24 Kathryn Weathersby: 
Amazing Aftermath of Seoul 1988 Olympics

May 8 Robert Fouser: 
Changing Attitudes toward Korean Language Education in Japan

May 29 Chelle Jones: 
LesBiTrans Migrant Life in South Korea

June 5 John Lee: 
The Green Hills, Reconsidered: Korea’s Environmental History in World-Historical Perspective. 

June 28 Doohee Chung: 
Techniques Used in Royal Portraiture During the Late Joseon Dynasty

July 3 Andray Abrahamian: 
Myanmar and North Korea: Divergent Paths

July 18 David Shuster: 
Virtuous and Sexy: Making National Subjects in 1960s North Korea. 

July 24 Miliann Kang: 
What Are the Challenges Confronting Working Mothers in South Korea? Negotiating Gender, Work and Family Issues

September 3 Mark Peterson: 
Rewriting Korean History:  How Korea got its History Wrong

September 18 Michael Hope: 
The Korean Peninsula and the Mongol Empire in Comparative Perspective 

October 16 Bonnie Tilland: 
Bring Out the “Passion Crews”: Youth Volunteer Culture at the PyeongChang Olympics

October 30 Ian Henderson: 
Korea’s Extreme Metal Underground

November 13 David Tizzard: 
North Korea’s Diplomatic Relations with Britain

November 28  Ahn Young-Ok: 
The Amazing Story of Korea’s Industrial Development

December 11 Michael Hay: 
Working a Dozen Years in Pyongyang
2018 Excursions 

Feb 13 – 22  
Bhutan (Tom Coyner)

Saturday March 3 
Old Gunsan: Exploring the Remains of Colonial Korea (Robert Koehler)

Sunday March 25 
Exploring the Old Incheon (Suk Ji-hoon)

Saturday April 7 
Jinhae Blossoms & ROK Naval Excursion (Sue Bae)
Saturday April 14 
Modern Korean History in a Nutshell: Changgyeong-Gung (David Kendall)

Monday May 7 
Jongno History (Suk Ji-hoon)
Saturday-Sunday May 12-13 
Tea, Temples and Food in Jirisan (Br Anthony)
Saturday May 19 
Heavenly-Treasure and and Buddha-Rock Temples on Mt. Bulam-san (David Mason)

Buddha’s Birthday Tuesday 22 May 
Seoul temples (Jeremy Seligson)

Sunday May 27 
Hanok History and Preservation Walking Tour (Robert Fouser)

Sunday June 10 
RASKB goes to a ball game (Patrick Burgo)

Wednesday July 11 
Modern Art exhibition at Deoksu-gung (Suk Ji-hoon)
Sunday July 15 
Jeongdong - Discovering history of the old “Legation Street” (Suk Ji-hoon)
Saturday August 18 

Gaesong Industrial Complex Exhibition Walking Tour (Jun Y.K. Shin)
Saturday September 1 
Ganghwa Island (Sue Bae)
Saturday September 22 
Architecture in Daehangno and Hyehwa-dong (Robert Fouser)
Saturday September 29 
Naju by KTX with KHS
Wednesday October 3 
Korea’s Native Faiths and Gods (Jun Shin)
Saturday October 13 
Ichon pottery (Sue Bae)
Saturday October 20 
Suwon city walls (Peter Bartholomew)
Saturday October 27 
Inner & South Seoraksan Autumn Foliage (Sue Bae)
Saturday Nov 10 
Southern Seoul’s City of Metal walking tour (Jon Dunbar with Ian Henderson)
Nov 24 
Exploring the trace of the American Expedition to Korea in 1871 (Thomas Duvernay)
National Museum of Contemporary Korean History

Wednesday, May 16

Jeju 4.3 is Now Our History
Wednesday November 21

The Country They Have All Dreamed Of
Business & Culture Club 2018
The Business & Culture Club meeting is held at midday every 3rd Tuesday of the month for people with little spare time. 

March 20, “The Arrival of New Women” at Deoksugung Museum led by Jun Shin 

April 17, “Dasi Sewoon, a megastructure reborn” led by Jon Dunbar

May 15, “A short tour to Korea’s 1st skyscraper & nicest coffee shop!” led by Jacco Zwetsloot

June 19, “From Old KEPCO building to Myeongdong park” led by Jun Shin

July 17, “An Exhibition on Kaesong Industrial Complex” at Culture Station 284 led by Jun Shin

September 18, “Yakhyun Catholic Church & a Japanese House” led by Jun Shin

November 20, “King Gojong’s Road” led by Jon Dunbar

December 18, “the Art of Korean Empire” led by Jun Shin
Korean Literature Club 2018
We began a new chapter in May 2018, after Patrick Burgo found he could no longer lead the group. Yon-joo Hong took over as leader, we changed the name of the group, and were welcomed to a new venue in the basement of the North Terrace Book Cafe. The group continues to talk about a Korean short story or novel read in advance in English translation.
Wednesday May 23

The White Book by Han Kang translated by Deborah Smith
Wednesday June 27

I Go to the Convenience Store by Kim Ae-ran translated by Sophie Bowman

Wednesday July 25

The Accusation by Bandi translated by Deborah Smith
Thursday August 30


Incurable by Kang Young-sook translated by Brother Anthony

Thursday September 27
The Good Son by Jeong You-jeong translated by Kim Chi-young
Wednesday October 31
The Hole by Hye-Young Pyun translated by Sora Kim-Russell
Thursday, November 29
The Court Dancer by Kyung-sook Shin translated by Anton Hur.
Saturday December 15 (Special book launch) 

The Underground Village by Kang Kyeong-ae translated by Anton Hur.
The Library

Our Library continues to grow under the care of our Librarian, Michael Welles. The following books were added to the Library in 2018

Law and Justice in Korea: South and North Choi, Chongko

Click into the Hermit Kingdom: Virtual Adventure into the Chosun Dynasty Yang, Sung-jin; Lee, Nam-hee

Gong Yang: A comic book with Korean temple food stories and recipes 

Korean Society: An introduction Kim, Andrew Eungi

Topography of Korean Discourse, A: Politico-Philosophical Reflections on Confucian Discourse Since Modernity Lee. Seung-hwan; Song, Jae-yoon (trans); Lee, Seung-hwan (trans.)

Contemporary Korean Cinema: Identity, culture and politics Lee, Hyangjin

Best Loved Poems of Korea, selected for foreigners Ko, Chang-soo (trans.)

South Korea: Dissent within the economic miracle Ogle, George E.

Underground Village, The Kang, Kyeong-ae: Hur, Anton (trans.) 

Study of Foreign Languages in the Chosŏn (Choson) Dynasty, The Song, Ki-joong

Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly Leader Martin, Bradley K.

그들 이 꿈 꾸었던 나라 : 대한 민국 정부 수립 70년 기념 특별전 = The country they have all dreamed of : 70th anniversary of the Republic of Korea government. 

Endless Blue Sky Lee, Hyosek; Capener, Steven D. (trans.)

Bamboo Grove, The: An Introduction to Sijo Rutt, Richard (trans.)

Doing Business in Korea: An expanded guide Coyner, Thomas L., Jang Song-hyon

Ainu, Ainu   Chung Yeun-hee

한국의 부채 (扇)/Hanʼguk ŭi puchʻae (sŏn) 김만희/ Kim Man-hee

한국의 화조도 (I) /Hanʼguk ŭi hwajodo (I) 김만희/ Kim Man-hee

한국의 용/Hanʼguk ŭi yong 김만희/ Kim Man-hee

한국의  봉황도/Hanʼguk ŭi ponghwangdo 김만희/ Kim Man-hee

문방구도/Hanʼguk ŭi munbanggudo 김만희/ Kim Man-hee

한국의 화조도 (II) /Hanʼguk ŭi hwajodo (II) 김만희/ Kim Man-hee

Paved with Good Intentions: The NGO Experience in North Korea Flake, L. Gordon; Snyher, Scott (eds.)

First person sorrowful Ko, Un

House of Twilight, The  Yun, Hueng-gil

Contrived Life, A Moon, Jung Young; Mah Eunji; Karvonen, Jeffrey (trans)

Cozy Path, The Chan, Jung; Lee, BoKyung (trans)

Descendants of Cain, The  Hwang Sun-won; Suh Ji-moon, Pickering, Julie (trans)

Tears of my Soul Kim Hyun Hee

Korean war, The: An international History Steuck, William
