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President’s Report for 2019
2020 will be my tenth year as President and I would like to begin this report by thanking the Officers and Council for their diligent support of RAS Korea over the years. We have long had a tradition of giving each number of Transactions the date of the previous year, instead of the year in which it is actually printed. Partly, this reflects an earlier practice when most if not all of the articles published had previously been presented and discussed at meetings of the RAS, then revised before being published in the volume printed the following year. That is the original meaning of the name “Transactions,” a collection of papers presented at meetings of a learned academic society. As a matter of fact, we have long been publishing articles which were never presented and discussed at meetings of the RAS, at least ever since the time when, after the Korean War, our style changed and we began to offer “lectures” about some aspect of Korea to a general public eager to learn, but not necessarily very familiar with the country. Nowadays there is almost no connection between our lectures and the papers published in Transactions.


We have long been printing Transactions in time for it be distributed at the June Garden Party. As President, then, I have got used to writing my report about the previous year’s activities in the May of the following year. It has sometimes felt odd, but in 2020 it is clearly impossible to pretend that I am writing at the end of 2019. In May 2020, as I write, we are in the middle of a worldwide pandemic which had had enormous consequences everywhere. Korea was one of the first countries to be affected, after China, and it reacted in ways which seem, so far at least, to have been remarkably effective. The coming months remain hidden in the unknown future, of course.


In 2019, RAS Korea was able to emerge from the shadow of a financial crisis, thanks to generous donations and gifts from members and outside organizations. During the year we had our usual program of lectures, excursions and other small-group activities, which are listed after this report. Throughout the year it has been clear that the RAS does not have the number of active members it once had. Many of you will remember regular attendees at lectures and excursions who have left Korea, either for retirement or for other postings. We are at something of a loss to know how to attract a new generation of interested people. Generations change, people’s interests change, and many people are far busier than they used to be. In addition, Seoul and Korea now offer a great variety of leisure activities of all kinds, whereas there was a time when RAS Korea was the only program around! 

This has especially impacted our excursions. Essentially, we have almost completely given up the long trips away from Seoul that used to be so successful. The traffic out and back is too congested, the only solution seems to be to take a KTX down country then rent a bus near our destination. But that can double the cost of a day’s excursion! Our excursions in 2019 were therefore mostly walking tours within Seoul. Without the cost of renting a bus, and without the hours spent in a traffic jam, this is clearly a good solution. It should also be said that among those who are no longer living in Seoul are a good number of people who used to lead our excursions, and they too are irreplaceable.

The most important change in 2019 was the arrival in our office, as “Programs Co-ordinator,” of Joanne Jung-Wook Hong. We are most grateful to her for the effective way in which she has kept the office open and our life on the move. At the same time, some aspects of the running of RAS Korea have been taken over by volunteers, as a means of reducing expenses. We were grateful to be able to hold our Garden Party in the lovely garden of the American Ambassador’s residence. It was well attended and everyone had an enjoyable time. We were glad to welcome a group of Korean high-school students who had submitted articles they had written in English for inclusion in our Transactions. This gave us the idea of holding an English Essay Contest and this year’s prize-winning entry is included in this number of Transactions.

All was going on as ever until the lecture on February 11, 2020. I do not think that we realized on that evening what was in store for us in the coming days. As I write this, in early May, RAS Korea no longer meets physically, like other organizations, including schools and (until very recently) churches. I do not know when we will be able to return to Somerset Palace or any other physical location. There is talk of schools soon resuming classes in classrooms, for fairly obvious reasons. But RAS Korea is not under pressure from parents or obliged to reckon with nationwide examinations for university entrance. We are therefore going to advance with great caution. Instead, our lectures and other activities have begun to be available online through Zoom and although that is still an unfamiliar platform, it does offer some advantages, so long as the technology is mastered. People living in Australia and New Zealand participated in the recent Zoom meeting of our Korean Literature Club!

We must therefore look back on 2019 as our last pre-pandemic year, and it is too soon to tell what our activities will look like in 2021. We do not even know when we will be able to distribute this number of Transactions to our members, since we depend mainly on the Garden Party and the following lectures to give members the chance of picking up their copy. Alas, there will be no Garden Party in 2020!

I will conclude by hoping that all our members will pass through these months unscathed and emerge eager to resume regular activities, even if social distancing has to be observed and masks worn. We will do all that we can to avoid there ever being an “RAS cluster.” Stay well, be careful, and please don’t forget that the RAS Korea bookstore is there for you. We will be glad to mail books ordered, at least to those countries to which mail is possible.

With my very best wishes and thanks, respectfully submitted

Brother Anthony

President, RAS Korea

Accompanying the Royal Asiatic Society:

Respecting the Unfamiliar and Different Others

A Message from Cho Nam-chul

Executive director of Asia Development Foundation and

Former President of Korea National Open University
Now follows the beautiful month of May everywhere in the world. In Korea, May comes as a sincere smile brought to lips by sheer greenness of spring leaves. With the battle against COVID-19 waging on, however, every beauty in the world seems to bear a bit of sharp pain. 

The everyday life of Earth dwellers will never be the same after COVID-19. Whether it is a warning to all humanity who hacked away the Earth posing as her rightful owner, or a prophecy of Higher Beings to give us one last chance, we might never be able to go back to the pre-COVID era. And I feel the overwhelming horror of racism and nationalism impending upon us. We might be facing chauvinistic or even Orwellian violence that threatens us not to accept the ‘unfamiliar and different’ others.

Coming into this time of hardships, the footstep of the Royal Asiatic Society Korea gives some genuine consolation. Since 1900, RAS Korea has been ardently trying to understand Korea for 120 years. Through the late 19th and 20th centuries, with troubled relations among major powers, Korea had come through great hardships. The effort of RAS Korea to understand and introduce Korea and her culture, and the affection for things ‘unfamiliar and different,’ has shed amazing and admirable light upon those dark times.

Asia Development Foundation (ADF) has been working with RAS Korea since 2019. To ‘spread the Asiatic value and build the Asian Peace Community,’ ADF has been initiating scholarship grants in Asian countries to nurture future talents, as well as various social programs for immigrant workers, marriage migrant women, and multicultural students in Korea. We are also introducing different Asian cultures to Korean youngsters since it is mandatory to accept and respect ‘unfamiliar and different’ others to join a global community. ADF will continue working to ‘spread Asiatic values and build the Asian Peace Community’ with various social programs, since fulfilling the human value of coexistence and respecting the unfamiliar and different has been our foundation’s first step as well as ultimate goal.

The passion and affection toward unfamiliar cultures that RAS Korea has shown through its 120 years of history might be a precious example of how we should treat the ‘unfamiliar and different’ others. It is our sincere hope that we can accompany the Society into the stark post-COVID era.

RAS Korea Lectures 2019
January 15: Bridget Martin, Landscapes, Modes of ‘Recovery’ in Former US Military Base Sites

January 29: Matt VanVolkenburg, Missionaries, GIs, English teachers, and other Folk Devils: Sovereignty and Anti-Westernism in South Korea

February 19: Clint Work, The ROK-US alliance during the Carter era 

February 26: Ksenia Chizhova, Culture and women in Joseon 

March 12: Hee-Jik Noh, Korean Avalokitesvara Painting

March 26: YongGu Suh, The Next 30 Years: Baby Boomers vs. Millennial Generation

April 16: Jennifer Flinn, Sex in the Kitchen: Gender and cooking media in contemporary Korea

April 23: Robert Neff, An American Gold Miner in 19th Century Korea

May 14: Ahn Yongok, From Shanghai to North Korea and the Korean War—My Generation

May 28: Robert Fouser, Moving toward Korean as a “Cultural Experience Language”

June 18: Stephen Capener, How Korea Created and Then Destroyed the Martial Sport of Taekwondo

June 25: Peter Bartholomew, Korea during the 1880s through 1910: Modernisation and Reforms

July 2: Kathryn Weathersby, The 1956 Crisis and the Making of North Korean Despotism 

July 16: CedarBough T Saeji, Imagining Korean Spaces: Authenticity through Visual Koreanness in Korean Popular Music Videos

July 23: Charlotte Horlyck, Charles Lang Freer’s Collecting of Korean Art in the Early 20th Century

August 27: Robert Winstanley-Chesters, Vibrant Matters: Fish, Fishing and Community in North Korea and Neighbours

September 3: Yong-sik Kim, 50 years of Chollipo Arboretum Foundation: Past and Future Perspectives

September 24: Christy Gavitt, Reflections on Providing Humanitarian Aid in North Korea and other Authoritarian Settings

Friday October 11: Lee Sang-Oak: Ingenious Designer Sejong: The Hidden Code Used in Designing Hangeul

October 22: David Mason, Buddhism that Protects the Nation: The Hoguk Bulgyo Tradition

November 12: Moira Saltzman, Jejueo, Korea’s endangered language

November 19: Todd Henry, Weddings without Marriage: Same-Sex Love across South Korean History

December 17: Darcy Paquet, Adventures in Subtitling: The Challenges and Complexities of Making English Subtitles for Korean Films

Excursions 2019

February 2-12: Taj Mahal & Early Buddhism in N. India (Tom Coyner)

March 23: Life Outside the Gates of Yongsan Garrison (Daniel Oh)

April 6: Yonsei University & the Underwood Family Museum (Peter Underwood, Jeremy Seligson)

April 13: Exploring Gaehwasan (Matt VanVolkenberg)

April 14: Namsangol Hanok Village (Lee Sang-Oak)

April 21: Cheollipo Arboretum (Robert Koehler) 

April 28: Exploring the Changsin-dong Area (Robert Fouser)

May 11: Gilsangsa & Furniture Museum (SH Jang)

May 25: Cool Gangneung (Robert Koehler)

June 1: Garden Party

June 6: National Museum of Korea (Suk Jihoon)

June 8-9: Woodblock Museum (Cheryl Magnant)

June 29: Seongsu-dong (Robert Koehler) 

July 13: Along Korean Imperial Route (Jun Shin)

July 26/28: Gyeongju (MIT Jennifer Flinn)

August 3: Donggang rafting (MIT + RAS) 

August 31: Cheongpyeong Lake Cruise (Sue Bae) 

September 1: Seochon: Ten Years of Change (Robert Fouser)

September 21: Walking the Old Gyeongui Line (Robert Fouser)

September 28: Exploring Euljiro (Robert Koehler)

October 19: Pimatgol: ‘The Pompei[sic] of Seoul’ (Jon Dunbar)


October 26: The Armageddon North of Seoul Battlefield Tour: Imjin River (Andy Salmon)

October 27: Spooky Seoul (Jennifer Flinn)

November 3: Excursion to Suwon -- Country Palace and (Fortress) City Walls (Peter Bartholomew)

November 9: Ganghwa Island Shinmiyangyo Excursion (Thomas Duvernay)

November 24: The Sacred Shrines of Benevolent King Mountain” - Sajik Park and Inwang-san Shamanic Shrines (David Mason)

December 8: “Sagyeong,” Goryeo Traditional Illuminated Sutra Copying (Cheryl Magnant)

Business & Culture Club 2019

January 15: Dilkusha and Chain of Amber

March 12: Gongpyeong Historic Sites Museum

April 16: Torn down Monument and Palace

May 21: Donuimun Museum Village

June 18: Korea Territorial Development Museum

July 23: Korean Culinary Culture Exhibition Hall

September 17: Biennale of Architecture and Urbanism

October 15: Anti-communist Interrogation Office Bldg

November 19: The New Seosomun Park

The Korean Literature Club 2019

January 23: “The Underground Village” by Kang Kyeong-ae

February 27: “Ainu Ainu” by Chung Yeun-Hee

March 27: “The Plotters” by Un-su Kim

April 24: “At Dusk” by Hwang Sok-yong

May 30: “North Station” by Bae Suah

June 26: “The Story of Hong Gildong”

July 31: “The Utility of Landscapes” by Kim Ae-ran

September 4: “The Crane” by Hwang Sun-wŏn

October 2: “A Shower” by Hwang Sun-won 

November 6: “Five Bandits” by Kim Jiha

December 4: “The Descendants of Cain” by Hwang Sun-won

Colloquium in Korean Studies 2019

February 21: Visions of Revolution: Romanticism in North Korean Art (Min-Kyung Yoon)

March 14: The Formation of Korean-ness and the Advent of the Split-Consciousness: Embracing Multiple Realities in Yeom Sangseop’s Mansejeon           
(Stephen Capener)

April 18: The Western Gold Mining Concessions in Korea (1883-1939)   (Robert  Neff)

May 23: Korean Peace Bonanza: An Economic Case for Settling the Korean Issue(Dr. Lonnie Edge)

June 27: Serving up Masculinity: Instructional cooking media, demographic change, and new gendered realities in South Korea (Jennifer Flinn)

July 1:Translating Myoch’ŏng-ŭi ran, North Korean historical novel(Yannick    Bruneton)

July 11: For a New Approach to Modern Korean History (Bryan Myers)

October 31: Defining Korean Modernity’s Literary Space - a reading of Pak Taewon’s A Day of in the Life of Kubo the Novelist (소설가 구보씨의 일일) (Simon Kim)

November 7: What is North Korea’s Goal and Strategy? (Go Myong-Hyun)

December 5: Three Generations of Poetic Dissent: Kim Jiha, Park Nohae, Song Kyong-dong (Brother Anthony)

RAS Korea Librarian’s Report 2019-2020

I am pleased to report that we continue to collect books for the library and, as of May 2020, the RAS Library has grown to over 3,500 items. The RAS Library is housed in the RAS Korea Office in the Korean Christian Building, where visitors can consult texts by prior appointment. Our catalogue can be found online at http://www.tinyurl.com/RASKorea-Library. 

We welcome any additional contributions from our members to help our collection grow.

During the past year, the RASKB Library has received the 2019 editions of the following journals from research institutions and fellow branches of the RAS:

Diplomatic White Paper, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Japanese Religions, Christian Center for the Study of Japanese Religions

Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the R.A.S., MBRAS (Royal Asiatic Society, Malaysia Branch)

Journal of the RAS Hongkong Branch, Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. Hong Kong Branch

Korea Journal, Korean National Commission for UNESCO

Tenri Journal of Religion, Tenri Daigaku

Transactions of Asiatic Society of Japan

Zinbun
Institute for Research in the Humanities, Kyoto University

We have also started to receive copies of the magazine Gwangju News, a monthly periodical we learned of on meeting its executive director Shin Gyonggu at the past year’s Garden Party, and are pleased to include it in our collection.

This is a partial list of acquisitions purchased for the Library:

The Relations of the Korean Peninsula and Hungary Seen Through Photos, Mózes Csoma

A History of Korea through a Comparison of the Two Korea’s Historical Approaches, Mózes Csoma

Witnessing Gwangju: A Memoir, Paul Courtright

Failed Diplomacy: The tragic story of how North Korea got the bomb, Charles L. Pritchard

Korean Court Dance: As seen in historical documents, Lee Heung-gu; Cho, Yoon-jung (trans)

The May 18th Kwangju Democratic Uprising, Lee Kyung-soon, Ellen Bishop (trans)

The April Revolution and South Korean Democracy, Jung Hae-gu

The llse: First Generation Immigrants in Hawaii 1903-1973, Wayne Patterson

The Living History of the DMZ: 30 years of journeys in the borderlands, Hahm Kwang Bok

Solitary Sage: The profound life wisdom and legacy of Korea's 'Go-un' Choi Chi-won, David A. Mason

A Korean Storyteller's Miscellany, Peter H. Lee

A History of Religions in Korea, Kim Duk-whang

Pork Chop Hill: the American fighting man in action, S.L. A. Marshall

Rebuilding North Korea's Economy: Politics and Policy, Phillip H. Park

Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly Leader, Bradley K. Martin 

Law and Justice in Korea: South and North, Choi, Chongko

In addition to the list above, in late 2019, the RAS Library received a donation of about 150 books from Professor David A. Mason. Among the books in the donation were several texts on religion and philosophy in Korea, particularly Shamanism and Buddhism. We thank Professor Mason for his generous donations.

If our members have any books of interest that they would like to donate to RAS Korea, please contact me at the address below or contact our office manager at royalasiatickorea@gmail.com. Please check that it is not already in our catalogue before sending copies to avoid sending duplicates.

Michael T. Welles

Librarian

Royal Asiatic Society Korea 

mtwelles@gmail.com

RAS Korea Publications

The Catholic Church in Korea: Its Origins 1566-1784. Juan Ruiz de Medina, SJ. English trans. by John Bridges SJ, RAS-KB, 1994. Hardbound. 380 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-06-7. A concise work rich in new information collected from unedited documents found in five European libraries, about the history of the Korean Catholic Church before the time of its officially recognized foundation in 1784. $20 / KW20,000

Challenged Identities: North American Missionaries in Korea 1884-1934. Elizabeth Underwood, RAS-KB, 2004. Hardbound, 326 pp. ISBN 978-89-954424-0-1. A fascinating look into the lives of the first Protestant missionaries to Korea: the challenges they faced in their lives, from overcoming culture shock and learning the language to raising a family and building a house; and the challenges they faced in the Christian work that they did, challenges that shaped their identities, their policies, and indeed their beliefs in the land of Korea more than a century ago. $33 / KW33,000

Confucian Gentlemen and Barbarian Envoys: The Opening of Korea, 1875-1885. Martina Deuchler. RAS-KB and U of Washington p, 1977. Hardbound. 310 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-05-0. The only thoroughgoing study of the opening of Korea after centuries as the "Hermit Kingdom": discusses the rivalries among China, Japan, and Russia and the problems of the traditional Confucian scholar-bureaucrats trying to cope with their rapidly changing world. $20 / KW20,000

Discovering Seoul: An Historical Guide. Donald N. Clark & James H. Grayson. RAS-KB, 1986. Softbound. illustrated, with maps. 358 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-04-3. This detailed guidebook, written by two authors who have had long experience living in the city, describes the historical monuments and sites in Seoul, grouped by neighborhoods for easy location. It includes maps, references to the subway system, diagrams and color photographs, with explanations of the history and significance of each site. There is also a Chinese-character glossary and index. $8 / KW8,000

Early Encounters with the United States and Japan: Six Essays on Late Nineteenth-Century Korea. Lew, Young-Ick, RAS-KB, 2007. Hardback and Softbound. 249 pp. ISBN 978-89-954424-8-7. The book consists of six essays on late 19th century Korean history. All of them were originally prepared and presented as conference papers or keynote speeches at major conferences held in Korea and the US. They deal with Korea’s relations with the US and Japan mainly between 1882, when the Joseon Kingdom signed its first modern treaty with the United States, and 1905 when the same kingdom called the Daehan (Great Han) Empire from 1987, degenerated into a protectorate of Japan. $25 / KW25,000

Encounters: The New Religions of Korea and Christianity. General editors: Kim Sung-hae and James Heisig. RAS-KB, 2008. Softbound. 191 pp. ISBN 978-89-954424-9-4. This book has chapters describing the origins, faith and practice of the three main 'new' religions of Korea, Cheondo-gyo, Daejong-gyo and Won Buddhism, written by members of each, as well as general chapters considering them from a sociological viewpoint, and a Christian perspective. The book ends with a transcript of an open exchange between senior members of the religions. $15 / KW15,000

Essays on Korean Traditional Music. Lee Hye-ku, trans. by Robert C. Provine, RAS-KB, 1980. Softbound. 278 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-03-6. The only Korean musicologist of international repute. Dr. Lee Hye-Ku has struggled over the past few decades to keep Korean traditional music from being swallowed up in the tide of Westernization. Until now, apart from a few translated articles, his work has been accessible only to Korean speakers. A definitive text on Korean traditional music in English. $15 / KW15,000

Hamel's Journal and a Description of the Kingdom of Korea, 1653-1666. Hendrik Hamel, English translation by Jean-Paul Buys, RAS-KB, 1998. Softbound. 107 pp. ISBN 89-7225-086-4. The first Western account of Korea is the glory of a group of sailors shipwrecked on Cheju-do. Some thirteen years later, after escaping to Japan, Hamel gave the outside world a firsthand description of Korea, an almost unknown country until then. This is the first translation based on the original manuscript. $15 / KW15,000

Imjin War, The. Sam Hawley. RAS-KB 2005. Hardbound, xvi pp. + 664 pp. + 20 pp. illustrations. ISBN 978-89-954424-2-5. The most comprehensive account ever published in English of this cataclysmic event, so little known in the West. It begins with the political and cultural background of Korea, Japan, and China, discusses the diplomatic breakdown that led to the war, describes every major incident and battle from 1592 to 1598, and introduces a fascinating cast of characters along the way. $45 / KW45,000

In This Earth and In That Wind. Lee O-young, translated by David Steinberg, RAS-KB, 1967. Softbound. 226 pp. ISBN 89-954424-5-X. A collection of 50 vignettes of commonplace Korean life. The author often contrasts aspects of Korean culture with that of foreign nations and draws a variety of conclusions about Korean society from these contrasts. $4 / KW4,000

Introduction to Korean Music and Dance, An. Lee Hye-ku, RAS-KB, 1977. Softbound. 54 pp. A general discussion for the non-specialist Western reader. $4 / KW4,000

James Scarth Gale's History of the Korean People. edited by Richard Rutt, RAS-KB, 1967. Hardbound. 174 pp. ISBN 978-89-954424-1-8. A reprint of the classic English-language history of Korea first published in 1927. It has been extensively annotated by Bishop Rutt with reference to sources and including commentary. It is introduced by an extensive and, to date, the only biography of Dr. Gale. a towering scholar in the early days of Western residence in Korea. $25 / KW25,000

Korea and Christianity: The Problem of Identification and Tradition. Spencer J. Palmer, RAS-KB, 1967. Softbound. 174 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-10-4. An early study of the success of Christianity in Korea, especially in contrast to China. $6 / KW6,000

Korea Under Colonialism: The March First Movement and Anglo-Japanese Relations. Ku Dae-yeol, RAS-KB, 1985. Hardbound. 350 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-09-8. A thorough study on the March First Movement, a Korean uprising against Japanese colonial rule in 1919, with special emphasis on its international implications and Britain's role in the uprising. $20 / KW20,000

Korean Shamanism: Revivals, Survivals and Change. Keith Howard, ed., RAS-KB, 1998, Softbound, 258 pp. A thoroughly readable collection of critical research from prominent scholars in the fields of anthropology, religion, history, and the arts. Koreans, virtually alone in the world, have kept the ancient traditional religion of shamanism alive at a time of massive industrialization, modernization and Westernization. $15 / KW15,000

Korean Political Tradition and Law. Hahm Pyong-choon, RAS-KB, 1971, Hardbound. 249 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-07-4. A compendium of articles by a noted law professor (later Ambassador to the United States), ostensibly on various legal perceptions but giving deep insight into some of the conflicts between Western and Korean legal and social concepts. Very helpful in understanding some cultural differences. $15 / KW15,000

Korea's 1884 Incident: Its Background and Kim Ok-kyun's Dream. Harold F. Cook, RAS-KB, 1982, Softbound. 264 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-08-1. A description of an attempted coup aimed at bringing more rapid reform and modernization to Korea in the early years after her opening to the rest of the world and the role of one of the leaders. The work includes an analysis of the situation in 1884 and evaluates the motives of the plotters and the results of the attempt both on the nation and for the individuals. Scholarly yet exciting reading, and of some insight to political attitudes in Korea even today. $20 / KW20,000

Pioneer American Businessman in Korea: The Life and Times of Walter David Townsend. Harold F. Cook, RAS-KB, 1981. Softbound. 100 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-11-1. This biography of one of the first foreign businessmen in Korea becomes the framework for a unique view of early trade issues and difficulties, with a description of life for foreign traders in Korea a century ago. $8 / KW8,000

Songs of the Dragons Flying to Heaven: A Korean Epic. 2nd ed. Translated by James Hoyt, RAS-KB, 1979. Softbound. 187 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-02-9. A classic of Korean literature, both in its own right and as the first book to have been written entirely in Hangul, the Korean alphabet promulgated by King Sejong, in 1446. This edition contains both the Korean version and a literary translation, with extensive commentary, bibliography, and glossary. $8 / KW8,000 

Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society Korea Branch, Volumes 60-86. KW10,000 per volume. The complete bound set, hard-bound, continuing Volumes 1-85. $1,000 / KW1,000,000 (Please contact our office for the price of a complete set where only volumes 1-40 are hardbound.)

Virtuous Women: Three Classic Korean Novels. Translated by Richard Rutt & Kim Chong-un, RAS-KB, 1974. Hardbound. 399 pp. ISBN 89-954424-3-3. The three most significant works of traditional Korean fiction: A Nine Cloud Dream, The True History of Queen Inhyon, and The Song of a Faithful Wife, Ch'unhyang. The major characters are all women and the three novels together give a vivid picture of the Korean ideal of womanhood before it felt the impact of Western culture. $20 / KW20,000

Wind and Bone. Ruth Stewart, RAS-KB, 1980. Softbound. 145 pp. ISBN 978-89-93699-01-2. Delicate word-paintings of contemporary rural Korea, its people and their changing milieu, by a sensitive author who has spent some 30 years in rural Korea. $2 / KW2,000

Yogong: Factory Girl. Robert F. Spencer, RAS-KB, 1988. Softbound. 185 pp. ISBN 89-954424-4-1. The author's work is based on a field study done on one of the reasons for Korea's economic miracle, the workers. Here the author focuses on the girls or the young women who work behind the scenes producing the goods that have pushed Korea into another classification. A look at background data, the workers in a Korean context, work situation, associations, relationships and future perspectives. $10 / KW10,000

RASKB Reprint Series (copies in stock)

Fifteen Years Among the Topknots. 1904 and 1908. Lillias H. Underwood, RAS-KB Reprint, 1987. Softbound. 403 pp. A delightfully written personal, perceptive account of a long-gone Korea, shedding new light on a period too often passed over as reactionary and of no import to the modern world, but which was also a period of incredibly rapid change. The 1908 edition contains three new chapters and this edition includes a personal sketch of the author by her 20-year-younger sister. $15 / KW15,000

Undiplomatic Memories. William F. Sands, 1930. RAS-KB Reprint, 1990 Softbound. 238 pp. A delightfully informal account of Korean affairs and foreign policy at the turn of the century as seen by a young American foreign service officer. $15 / KW15,000

The Song of a Faithful Wife. Richard Rutt, trans. RAS-KB Reprint, 1999, Paperbound, 97 pp. Here is the timeless love story of Korea--the story of Ch'unhyang. An official's son and a girl of lowbirth fall in love and are secretly married. The official and his family are sent far away, and the girl becomes the property of a local official who abuses her. Her lover, though, attains the rank of government inspector and returns to punish the local official and rescue his beloved. Rutt's translation in narrative form is the most readable of English translations currently available. $7 / KW7,000

Books from other publishers (copies in stock)

Korean Ideas and Values. Michael C Kalton, (Philip Jaisohn Memorial papers) Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation (1979) ($4 / KW4,000)

South Korea. P. Bartz, Clarendon Press ($8 / KW8,000)

The United States and Korea: American-Korean Relations 1866-1976. Andrew C. Nahm, Editor. Kalamazoo, MI: The Center for Korean Studies, Western Michigan University, 1979 ($8 / KW8,000)

Korea through Myths and Legends. Robin Rhee. Seoul Press. ($10 / KW10,000)

Democracy in Korea. Sang-yong Choi, Seoul Press for the Korean Political Science Association, 1997 ($6 / KW6,000)

Early Voyagers: Collected Poems. James Wade. Hollym 1969. ($2 / KW2,000)

Humanity and Self-cultivation. Tu Wei-ming. Berkeley, CA: Asian Humanities Press ($10 / KW10,000)

RASKB Reprint Series (Print on Demand)

I Married a Korean. 1953. Kim Agnes Davis, RAS-KB Reprint, 1979. Softbound. 260 pp. The author's personal account of an early international marriage, its almost insurmountable difficulties and unexpected joys. A postscript in this edition describes the Kims' lives in Korea and America during the 25 years since the book's first publication. $18 / KW 18,000

Korea and the Old Orders in Eastern Asia. M. F. Nelson, 1946, RAS-KB Reprint. 1975. Hardbound. 330 pp. This classic in the field of Korean studies examines the assumptions and traditions which conditioned events in late 19th century Korea. Nelson reconstructs the system of international relations which existed before the onset of Western influences. $25 / KW 25,000

Korean Repository, The, Vol. 1 (1892)-v. 5 (1898). RAS-KB Reprint, 1975. 5 vols. Hardbound. One of the early English-language periodicals (monthly) on Korea, the articles of culture, events and other Koreana provide a wealth of primary material during a fascinating period in Korean history. $420 / KW 420,000

Korea Review, The, 1901-1906. Homer B. Hulbert, ed., RAS-KB Reprint, 1975. 6 vols. Hardbound. One of the early English-language periodicals (monthly) on Korea, the articles of culture, events and other Koreana provide a wealth of primary material during a fascinating period in Korean history. $480 / KW 480,000

Korean Patterns. Paul S. Crane, RAS-KB Reprint, 1999, Paperbound, 188 pp. A classic observation of Korean culture and daily life, written by a country doctor and missionary who worked and lived in Korea in the 1950s and 1960s. While many things have changed in Korean society, Crane's observations are still valuable for both understanding modern Korea as well as having a look at Korea in days gone by. $12 / KW 12,000

Korean Sketches. J. S. Gale, 1898. RAS-KB Reprint, 1975. Hardbound. 256 pp. A personal view of the "Hermit People" by one of Korea's most famous scholar-missionaries. Of interest both as a picture of what Korea used to be and for its frequent relevance to attitudes today. $25 / KW 25,000

Modern Korea. A. J. Graijdanev, 1944. RAS-KB Reprint, 1975. Hardbound. 330 pp. The author takes a hard look at Japanese claims of their contribution to Korea during the colonial period, interpreting their own statistics to show exploitation and discrimination. $25 / KW 25,000

New Korea, The. Alleyne Ireland, 1926. RAS-KB Reprint, 1975. Hardbound. 352 pp. Ireland's study gives a positive view of the Japanese colonial rule in the mid-1920s. Detailed information on the bureaucratic and judicial systems. Stress on Japanese contribution to economic development. $25 / KW 25,000

Things Korean. Horace N. Allen, 1908. RAS-KB Reprint, 1980. Hardbound. 256 pp. A collection of observations on a Korea newly opened after 500 years as a "Hermit Kingdom." The author served in Korea from 1884 to 1903, first as a missionary doctor, then as an American diplomat. $25 / KW 25,000

Voyage of Discovery to the West Coast of Korea and the Great Loo Choo Island. Basil Hall, RAS-KB Reprint, 1975. Softbound. 222 pp. Hall's 1816 account of his voyage to Korea is a classic of Far Eastern travel literature. Keen observation and vivid description characterize Hall's account of the Hermit Kingdom; he reveals the deep gulf between Eastern and Western culture. $16 / KW 16,000
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